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Executive Summary 
Fishing in South Dakota - 2003 

Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey 
 

HD-6-04.AMS 
 

Larry M. Gigliotti 
 

 
 This survey represents a comprehensive study of anglers fishing in South Dakota in 
2003.  In 2003 South Dakota had 12 different license types that allowed fishing (six resident 
and six nonresident license types).  A statewide South Dakota angler preference survey was 
last conducted in 1993 and a statewide fishing activity and harvest survey was last 
conducted in 1999. This report has two volumes.  Volume 1 contains the text and tables and 
Volume 2 contains the appendices. 
 

Summary of Selected Results 
Resident (Annual) Anglers 
 

• Overall, 2003 had more total days of fishing activity than occurred in 1999 (2.9 
million vs. 2.5 million).  However, more total walleye, bass, pike/musky, trout and 
yellow perch were caught in 1999 than were caught in 2003. Overall residents 
accounted for about 87% of the total recreational fishing days in South Dakota in 
2003 and accounted for about 76% of the total walleye harvest. 

 
• Almost 10% of the resident anglers with one of the annual licenses did not do any 

fishing in 2003, with about 4% fishing only one day and about 5% fishing two days.  
The overall average number of days fished in 2003 by resident (annual) licensed 
anglers was 19.4 days. 

 
• Of the anglers that did not fish in 2003, most (90%) had fished in the past and only 

5% did not intend to fish in the future.  Importance of fishing ranged from “not 
important” for about 30% of these 2003 non-participants to “very important” for 
about 13% of these 2003 non-participants. 

 
• Most of the total fishing in South Dakota by resident annual anglers in 2003 was in 

large lakes and reservoirs (32.8%), followed by the Missouri River and its reservoirs 
(28.8%), small lakes and ponds (26.0%), and other rivers and streams (12.4%). 

 
• Resident annual anglers caught an average of 40 walleye in South Dakota in 2003 and 

kept an average of 12 walleye. 
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• About 46% of the total fishing by resident annual anglers was from a boat, with about 
43% from shore and about 11% was through the ice.  Most anglers use live bait 
(92%) and about 77% use artificial bait/lures.  About 35% of the anglers participated 
in ice fishing and about 8% did some fly-fishing.   

 
• Most resident annual anglers did some fishing with family and/or relatives (85%) or 

with friends (67%), while about 45% did some fishing alone.  About 26% of the 
resident annual anglers did some fishing with nonresident friends or relatives.  About 
11.5% of the resident annual anglers did some tournament fishing and about 2% did 
some fishing as a club activity. 

 
• Most resident annual anglers did some fishing for walleye (82%), followed by yellow 

perch (48%), bass (38%), and northern pike (37%).  Most anglers preferred walleye 
(53.5%), followed by yellow perch (7.0%), bass (6.8%) and trout (6.0%), with 12% 
having no preference.   

 
• Most resident annual anglers rated the fishing in South Dakota in 2003 as fair (39%) to 

good (35%). About 30% of the anglers felt that their fishing areas were being over-
harvested and about 34% of the anglers felt that their fishing areas were crowded.  
Overall, 64.5% of the resident anglers were satisfied with their 2003 South Dakota 
fishing experience, however, about 20% were dissatisfied.   

 
• About half of the resident annual anglers felt that the fishing regulations in the South 

Dakota 2003 Fishing Handbook were easy to understand, with very few rating them 
as difficult (2.2%). 

 
• About 57% of the anglers that fished in the Black Hills in 2003 live in the Black 

Hills.  Overall, about 49% of the resident annual anglers have never fished in the 
Black Hills, about 29% have fished in the Black Hills, but not in 2003 and about 22% 
fished in the Black Hills in 2003.  Most anglers (66%) were satisfied with their Black 
Hills fishing experience, with about 20% being dissatisfied. 

 
• About 26% of the anglers that fished in the Missouri River system in 2003 live near 

(from 0 – 49 miles) the Missouri River.  Overall, about 19% of the resident annual 
anglers have never fished in the Missouri River, about 33% have fished in the 
Missouri River, but not in 2003 and about 48% fished in the Missouri River in 2003. 
Most anglers (54%) were satisfied with their Missouri River fishing experience, 
however, about 34% were dissatisfied. 

 
• Based on the measurement format used in this survey, the economic value of a year of 

fishing to the South Dakota resident annual anglers was estimated to be worth about 
$7.71 billion. 
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• Overall, resident anglers fall into one of two groups: traditionalists (anglers that 
generally oppose new fishing technologies and want new technologies regulated – 
58.3%) and technocrats (anglers that welcome new fishing technologies – 41.7%). 

 
• About 31% of the resident annual anglers had at one or more times fished in a 

tournament and about 11% had fished in a tournament in 2003. Overall, most resident 
annual anglers were neutral or had no opinion towards fishing tournaments, with 19% 
liking them and 26% disliking them. 

 
• About 73% of the resident annual anglers reported that they were not worried about 

eating fish caught in South Dakota (16% were slightly worried, 5% moderately 
worried and 1% very worried). 

 
• Most resident annual anglers (84%) recognize that nonresident anglers have some 

importance to South Dakota’s economy.  In addition, about 30% of the resident 
annual anglers felt that nonresident anglers provided some personal economic 
importance and about 78% of the resident annual anglers recognized the “social” 
value of resident anglers being able to fish with nonresident friends and relatives in 
South Dakota. 

 
• Resident annual anglers were evenly split between 29% opposing and 29% supporting 

having a spring fishing closure for social reasons with the largest percentage (41%) 
being neutral or having no opinion. 

 
• Fishing was a moderately important recreational activity for 32.5% of the resident 

annual anglers, very important for 30% of the anglers and fishing was the “most” 
important recreational activity for about 15% of the resident annual anglers. 

 
• When asked to select their most important reason for why they like fishing, 28% of the 

resident annual anglers selected social reasons, 25% selected nature, 21% relaxation, 
16% excitement and 8% selected food.  Very few selected trophy (1.1%), 
accomplishment (0.8%) or competition (0.4%).  This variable was used to produce an 
angler motivational model. 

 
• Most resident annual anglers (70%) can be satisfied with their fishing trip even if no fish 

were caught; however, catching fish is an important component of fishing for most 
resident annual anglers (69%).  Catching big fish is important to about 43% of the 
resident annual anglers and catching a limit of fish is important to about 30% of the 
resident annual anglers.  These variables were used to produce two angler “catching 
fish” models. 

 
• Resident annual anglers rated the importance of 29 factors (situations and conditions) for 

evaluating what makes a “good fishing spot” on a scale of 0 (not important) to 4 
(critical).  Good water quality was the highest rated factor and nearness of restaurants 
was the lowest. These variables were used to produce two angler “fishing spot” models. 
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• Female anglers comprised 36.3% of the Resident Annual Fishing License purchases, 

4.6% of the Combination Licenses, 19.0% of the Senior Fishing Licenses, and 3.9% 
of the Junior Combination Licenses. 

 
Lake Oahe Angler Survey 
 

• The Lake Oahe licenses were a special annual license with a reduced fee designed to 
temporarily increase fishing pressure on the walleye population.  This management 
strategy was needed to correct for a decreased forage fish problem and to restore balance 
to Lake Oahe ecosystem.  Increased bag limits and reduced size limits were also 
implemented as part of this strategy.  These special Lake Oahe licenses (Resident Lake 
Oahe Annual Fishing License, Nonresident Lake Oahe Annual Fishing License and 
Nonresident Lake Oahe Family Fishing License) were available for 2001 through 2003.   

 
• The overall average number of days fished in 2003 by Resident Lake Oahe Annual 

anglers was 12.2 days.  Most fishing by Resident Lake Oahe Annual anglers was from a 
boat (71.5%), 21.0% from shore and 7.6% through the ice. 

 
• Resident Lake Oahe Annual anglers harvested an average of 17.5 walleye.  Most of 

the Resident Lake Oahe Annual anglers rated the 2003 Lake Oahe fishing as fair 
(42%), 27% rated it as good, 16% as poor, 7.5% as very poor and only 4% as 
excellent (Table 97).  Few Resident Lake Oahe Annual anglers (18%) felt crowded 
during any of their fishing on Lake Oahe in 2003.  Overall, about 60% of the Resident 
Lake Oahe Annual anglers were satisfied with the 2003 Lake Oahe fishing 
experiences and about 25% were dissatisfied. 

 
• Most of the Resident Lake Oahe Annual anglers (54%) were female. 
 
• The data from Nonresident Lake Oahe Annual and Nonresident Lake Oahe Family 

surveys were combined due to similarity between these two groups of anglers. The 
overall average number of days fished in 2003 by Nonresident Lake Oahe anglers 
was 5.4 days.  Most fishing by Nonresident Lake Oahe anglers was from a boat 
(89%), 7% from shore and 4% through the ice. 

 
• Nonresident Lake Oahe anglers harvested an average of 14.6 walleye.  Most of the 

Nonresident Lake Oahe anglers rated the 2003 Lake Oahe fishing as fair (31%) to 
good (38%), 16% as poor, 7% each as very poor and as excellent.  Few Nonresident 
Lake Oahe anglers (12%) felt crowded during any of their fishing on Lake Oahe in 
2003.  Overall, about 72% of the Nonresident Lake Oahe anglers were satisfied with 
the 2003 Lake Oahe fishing experiences and about 21% were dissatisfied. 

 
• Most of the Nonresident Lake Oahe anglers (88%) were male.  
 
 
 



Fishing in South Dakota – 2003           Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey 
Larry M. Gigliotti                 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

 v  
  

Resident One-Day Fishing License 
 

• The total fishing days by anglers with a resident one-day fishing license accounts for 
about 0.1% of the total fishing in South Dakota in 2003.  The impact of anglers with 
this license is negligible.  The key points are that 25% of the one-day anglers fished 
in the Black Hills and 32% in the Missouri River system.  Overall, these anglers were 
less satisfied compared to the resident annual anglers.  The main motivational 
difference was that more resident one-day anglers had social reasons as their 
dominant motivation for fishing, which agrees with the hypothesis that many of these 
anglers go fishing because they are invited to go with a friend or family member. 

 
Comparing Resident and Nonresident Anglers1  
 

• Nonresident anglers rated the fishing (in terms of numbers and size of fish caught) in 
South Dakota in 2003 slightly better than did resident anglers.  Resident anglers were 
much more likely to feel crowded while fishing in 2003 compared to nonresident 
anglers.  Nonresident anglers were much more likely to fish with resident friends or 
relatives than were resident anglers to fish with nonresident friends or relatives.  
Nonresidents were slightly more satisfied with their overall 2003 South Dakota 
fishing experience than were resident anglers. 

 
• Resident anglers had slightly more nature and food anglers and the nonresident 

anglers had slightly more excitement, social and sports anglers. 
 
• Catching fish is more important to nonresident anglers and is more strongly linked to 

satisfaction compared to resident anglers.  Also, nonresident anglers were more 
interested in both large fish and catching a limit of fish compared to resident anglers. 

 
• Factors for selecting a good fishing spot more important to resident anglers tended to 

be nature oriented, tradition factors and shore fishing opportunities. Factors important 
to nonresident anglers were fish factors, boat fishing opportunities and amenities that 
makes fishing easy.  

 
Comparing Resident and Nonresident Black Hills Anglers 
 

• About the same percent of resident (20.1%) and nonresident (18.7%) anglers fished in 
the Black Hills in 2003.   

 
• Resident Black Hills anglers had higher proportions of social, relaxation and food 

anglers and nonresident Black Hills anglers had higher proportions of nature, 
excitement and sports anglers.   

 
• Catching fish was more important to nonresident Black Hills anglers than resident 

Black Hills anglers although residents and nonresidents were similar in the degree 
                                                           
1 Each of the four nonresident fishing licenses was analyzed separately and results reported in this report.  
A short comparison of selected results between resident and nonresident anglers was selected to summarize 
the important findings. 
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that catching fish was not strongly linked to satisfaction.  Catching large fish was 
slightly more important to nonresident Black Hills anglers than resident Black Hills 
anglers and catching a limit of fish to take home was slightly more important to 
resident Black Hills anglers compared to nonresident Black Hills anglers. 

 
Comparing Resident and Nonresident Missouri River Anglers 
 

• A higher proportion of nonresident anglers fished in the Missouri River in 2003 
(50.6%) compared to resident anglers (44.6%).   

 
• Resident Missouri River anglers had higher proportions of nature and food anglers 

and nonresident Missouri River anglers had higher proportions of social, relaxation, 
excitement and sports anglers. 

 
• Catching fish was more important to nonresident Missouri River anglers than resident 

Missouri River anglers on all four catching fish variables. 
 
• Resident Missouri River anglers had higher ratings for nature, shore fishing and 

tradition factors.  Nonresident Missouri River anglers were more focused on fish 
factors, boating opportunities and amenities that makes fishing easy. 

 
Comparing Resident Black Hills & Missouri River Anglers  
 

• Four resident groups were classified based on fishing location in South Dakota in 
2003.    The four groups were neither (fished in 2003 but not in the Black Hills or the 
Missouri River – 42.1%), Black Hills (fished in the Black Hills in 2003 but not the 
Missouri River – 13.3%), Missouri River (fished in the Missouri River in 2003 but 
not the Black Hills – 37.8%), and both (fished in both the Black Hills and the 
Missouri River in 2003 – 6.8%).   

 
• Factors important to 2003 Black Hills anglers tended to be nature oriented and shore 

fishing opportunities and included fish stocking.  The anglers fishing in the Missouri 
River in 2003 were more focused on boat fishing, specific fish species, success and 
amenities that makes fishing easy. 

 
Comparing Nonresident Black Hills & Missouri River Anglers  
 

• Four nonresident groups were classified based on fishing location in South Dakota in 
2003.  The four groups were neither (fished in 2003 but not in the Black Hills or the 
Missouri River – 33.3%), Black Hills (fished in the Black Hills in 2003 but not the 
Missouri River – 16.5%), Missouri River (fished in the Missouri River in 2003 but 
not the Black Hills – 48.6%), and both (fished in both the Black Hills and the 
Missouri River in 2003 – 1.6%). 

 
• Nonresident Black Hills anglers and nonresident Missouri River anglers were very 

different in their ratings of the 29 factors important for selecting a good fishing spot – 
only one factor was relatively similar in importance (area is stocked with fish).  Seven 
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factors were rated more important to nonresident Black Hills anglers mainly focused 
on nature factors, family area and shore fishing opportunities.  Twenty-one factors 
were rated more important to nonresident Missouri River anglers mainly focused on 
boat fishing, fish factors, success and amenities that makes fishing easy. 

 
 
Angler Models – Understanding Resident Anglers 

A total of five models are evaluated in this section (although many more were 
explored in the process of identifying appropriate models), all developed from the 
resident annual angler survey data.  One model was based on anglers’ motivations for 
fishing and is referred to as the angler motivational model in this report.  Two models 
were based on anglers’ attitudes towards catching fish and are refereed to as the 4-group 
catching fish model and the 5-group catching fish model in this report.  Two models were 
based on anglers’ evaluation of factors important for “a good fishing spot” and are 
refereed to as the 5-group fishing spot model and the 6-group fishing spot model in this 
report. The two fishing spot models have one thing in common, a general distinction 
between shore anglers and boat anglers.  Shore anglers and boat anglers seem to have a 
general fundamental difference in their criteria for selecting a good fishing spot. 
  
 Angler Motivational Model.  The angler motivational model identifies six types of 
anglers. Social anglers’ (28%) most important motivation for fishing is for companionship 
and enjoying the time spent with friends and/or family.  The dominant motivation of nature 
anglers (25%) is to enjoy nature, the outdoors and the beauty of the area.  The dominant 
motivation of the relaxation anglers (21%) is to get away and relax.  The excitement 
anglers (16%) are motivated by the excitement that fishing provides, e.g., the feeling one 
gets when you have a fish in the line.  The food anglers (8%) are motivated by the desire to 
bring fish home to eat.  The sport angler group (2%) was developed by combining three 
motivations for fishing that are somewhat related (trophy, accomplishment and 
competition).  Trophy anglers are motivated by the product of fishing, namely catching 
really big fish to hang on the wall or otherwise to demonstrate fishing skills and 
accomplishment.  Accomplishment anglers are motivated by the desire to become a 
proficient angler and the competition anglers are mainly interested in competing in fishing 
tournaments.  
 

4-Group Catching Fish Model.  The 4-group catching fish model was largely 
based on the importance of catching fish variable and produces an easy to understand 
model because it produces a 4-group continuum from catching fish not being important to 
being very important.  The “not important” group (25%) was also not interested in big 
fish or catching limits of fish.  The “low importance” group (24%) did have a relatively 
high interest in catching big fish, i.e., overall catching fish is of low importance but the 
main focus is on catching big fish.  The “medium importance” group (30%) did have a 
relatively high interest in catching a limit of fish to take home.  I suspect that many of the 
food or utilitarian type anglers fall into this group.  Catching fish was so important to the 
“high importance” group (21%) that it affected satisfaction.  A second nice feature of 
this 4-group catching fish model is that the four groups are approximately equal in size. 
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5-Group Catching Fish Model.  The 5-group catching fish model is more 
complex than the 4-group model because it does not produce a simple continuum model.  
The big fish angler group (37%) is the largest group and is mainly focused on catching 
big fish.  The activity anglers (25%) were name because these anglers do not seem to be 
interested in catching fish but are more motivated by the other activities associated with 
fishing, such as social, nature enjoyment or relaxation.  The product anglers (13%) are 
very much focused on all aspects of catching fish, including taking fish home.  Fishing is 
very important to the action group (13%) and catching fish is an important component, 
however, this group is more interested in the activity of catching fish rather than being 
focused on the product of fishing.  The bag-limit anglers (12%) are also focused on being 
able to take some fish home, however overall catching fish is less important to the group 
compared to the product anglers and the action anglers.  
 

5-Group Fishing Spot Model.  The names for the 5-group fishing spot model are 
somewhat based on the unique dominant factors important to each group.  The nature-
shore anglers (18%) were most interested in nature factors followed by shore fishing 
opportunities.  The utilitarian anglers’ (20%) dominant factors were associated with 
catching fish to eat.  The shore anglers (20%) shared some characteristics with both the 
nature-shore anglers and the utilitarian, but with a very high emphasis on shore fishing 
opportunities.  The boat anglers (21%) had a strong emphasis on boat fishing factors.  
The total experience anglers (21%) rated everything relatively high in importance with 
some utilitarian and some boat fishing factors near the top of their list. 

 
6-Group Fishing Spot Model.  The names for the 6-group fishing spot model are 

also somewhat based on the unique dominant factors important to each group.  In general 
this model has three types of shore anglers and three types of boat anglers.  The nature-
boat anglers (18%) were most interested in boat fishing with nature factors relatively 
high compared to the other two groups oriented to boat fishing.  The total experience 
anglers (21%) rated everything relatively high in importance but with some boat fishing 
factors near the top of their list and shore fishing opportunities near the bottom, thus this 
group is also oriented towards boat fishing.  The nature-shore anglers (14%) were most 
interested in shore fishing opportunities followed by nature factors. The utilitarian-shore 
anglers’ (16%) dominant factors were shore fishing opportunities followed by factors 
associated with catching fish to eat.  The family-shore anglers (14%) were similar to the 
other two shore fishing groups on many characteristics but had a relatively high rating for 
the family factor compared to the other groups.  The utilitarian-boat anglers’ (18%) 
dominant factors were actors associated with catching fish to eat followed by boat fishing 
opportunities. 
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Fishing in South Dakota - 2003 
Resident Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey 
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DIRECTIONS FOR FILLING OUT THIS QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• It is important that the person to whom this was addressed fill out the questionnaire, 
even if someone else in your family is a more active angler. 

 
• Your response is important even if you did not do any fishing this year, because we 

also need to know how many people have not fished to make accurate estimates of 
overall fishing pressure in South Dakota. Also, some of the questions are opinions 
about fishing issues. 

 
• Do not write your name on the questionnaire.  Your answers will be treated 

confidentially.  The questionnaire has an identification number so that your name can 
be checked off our list when you return your questionnaire.  We then do not have to 
bother you with additional mailings or telephone calls.  Your name will never be 
associated with your responses. 

 
• Please try to answer what you believe to be true for you.  The best answer is the one 

that most closely reflects your own feelings and beliefs, or what you actually did.   
 
• If you have any questions about the survey contact Larry Gigliotti @ Game, Fish and 

Parks, 523 E. Capitol, Pierre, SD  57501 (e-mail address: Larry.Gigliotti@state.sd.us ). 
 
• A summary of results will be sent to all participants in this survey, and a copy of the 

complete report will be available upon request. 
 
• This survey is voluntary.  If you do not want to participate please check this  

box          and return your blank questionnaire. 
 
• Please return your questionnaire using the postage-paid business reply envelope. 

Your assistance in completing this 
survey is greatly appreciated!  The 
information you provide helps in the 
evaluation of fishing in South Dakota 
and in understanding the variety of 
different types of anglers in South 
Dakota.  A space is provided at the end 
of this questionnaire for any additional 
comments you may want to make. 
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Fishing in South Dakota - 2003 
Resident Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey 

 

1. About how many days did you fish in South Dakota 
during the entire year of 2003 (January 1 through 
December 31, 2003)?  Your best estimate is OK.             
(write zero if you did not do any fishing in 2003)           

 

 
     
  [_______] DAYS 

If you did not do any fishing please write zero (0) for question #1 and then skip ahead to 
the questions in Box A at the bottom of this page. 
 
      1a)     Which best describes your  
                above answer? 

 
∂ 1. Accurate 
∂ 2. Close Approximation 
∂ 3. Just a Guess 
 

      1b)     Which best describes your 
                 evaluation of  the number of  
                 days that you fished in 2003?   
           

∂ 1. Far too few days, I would have preferred 
        to have done a lot more fishing 
∂ 2. I would have preferred to have done a       
        few more days of fishing  
∂ 3. Just right, the number of days that I  
        fished was just about perfect 
∂ 4. Too many days, I actually fished more  
        days than I would have preferred. 

 

2. What kinds of waters did you fish 
last year?  Please estimate the 
number of days that you fished in 
each type of water.   

 
Your total should equal the total number of 
days that you listed in question # 1 above.  

 

a) [_______] Days in the Missouri River 
                          and its reservoirs 
b) [_______] Days in other rivers and  
                          streams 
c) [_______] Days in other large lakes  
                          and reservoirs (greater than  
                          150 acres) 
d) [_______] Days in small lakes (less  
                          than 150 acres) and ponds 

 
 
 

Box A à To be completed by survey participants that did not fish this year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You indicated in question 1 that you did not do any fishing this past year (2003). 
 

     A-1.  Have you fished in the past? ∂ 1. NO       ∂ 2. YES 
 

     A-2.  Do you intend to fish in the future? ∂ 1. NO       ∂ 2. YES       ∂ 3. UNSURE 
 

     A-3.  How important is fishing to you?  Please circle one response. 
 

Not Important Slightly Important Moderately Important Very important No Opinion 
0 1 2 3 4 

 

à If you circled the 0 response in question number A-3 above please skip ahead to question 
number 62 at the end of the questionnaire.  If you circled any of the responses from 1-4 above 
please skip ahead to question number 14 at the top on page 4 and continue. 
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3. Of all the days of fishing that you listed in question 1 about what percent of your time 
was fishing from shore (includes time spent wading in the water) vs. fishing from a 
boat or any other type of floatation device vs. fishing through the ice? 

 

[_______%] Fishing from Shore     [______%] Fishing from a Boat     [______%] Ice Fishing 
 
 

4. What kinds of fish did you fish for in South Dakota last year (2003)?  Please check 
(√) ALL that apply. 

 

 ∂ 1. Walleye and sauger           ∂ 9. Catfish 
 ∂ 2. Bass (largemouth and smallmouth)         ∂ 10. Bullhead  
 ∂ 3. Chinook salmon            ∂ 11. Crappie 
 ∂ 4. Northern pike            ∂ 12. White bass 
 ∂ 5. Musky (including tiger musky)          ∂ 13. Carp and buffalo 
 ∂ 6. Trout (rainbow, brown, brook, splake)         ∂ 14. OTHER; please specify: 
 ∂ 7. Yellow perch                  _______________________ 
 ∂ 8. Sunfish (bluegill, green sunfish, rock bass)   ∂ 15. anything that bites  
 
 

5. From the above list what would you say is your most preferred/enjoyable type of 
fishing (fish species)?  Please circle one number below from the list above of your 
most preferred fish or check this box ∂ if you do not have a preferred fish. 

 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
 
 

6. To the best of your ability please estimate how many of the following types of fish 
you caught and how many you kept for all of your fishing in South Dakota in 2003?  
Please write zero (0) if you did not catch or keep any of the fish species listed here. 

Fish Total Caught Total Kept 
Walleye and/or sauger [            ] [            ] 
Bass (largemouth and/or smallmouth) [            ] [            ] 
Northern pike  [            ] [            ] 
Musky (including tiger musky) [            ] [            ] 
Trout (rainbow, brown, brook, lake, splake) [            ] [            ] 
Yellow perch [            ] [            ] 
 
 

7. Please check (3) all the types of fishing that you did in South Dakota in 2003. 
 

∂ 1. fly fishing     ∂ 7. fishing alone 

∂ 2. fishing with artificial bait/lures   ∂ 8. fishing with family members  

∂ 3. fishing with live bait     and/or relatives 

∂ 4. spear-gun – SCUBA/Snorkeling  ∂ 9. fishing with friends  

∂ 5. ice fishing     ∂ 10. fishing in tournaments  



Fishing in South Dakota – 2003           Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey 
Larry M. Gigliotti                Appendix A 

 471  
 

∂ 6. spear-fishing through the ice   ∂ 11. fishing as a club activity 

2. How would you rate the fishing in South Dakota last year (2003) in terms of numbers 
and size of fish caught?  Please circle only one response. 

 

Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent No Opinion 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
 
 
8. During any of your fishing in South Dakota in 2003 did you feel that the area that you 

were fishing was being over-harvested? 
 

∂ 1. NO 
∂ 2. YES à if yes, about what percent of the areas that you fished would you say  

          were being over-harvested? 
 

[______%] of the areas I fished are being over-harvested 
 
 
9. During any of your fishing in South Dakota in 2003 did you feel that the area that you 

were fishing was crowded? 
 

∂ 1. NO 
∂ 2. YES à if yes, about what percent of the times that you fished would you say  

were crowded? 
 

[______%] of the times I fished were crowded 
 
 
3. Overall, how dissatisfied or satisfied were you with your total South Dakota fishing 

experience last year (2003)?  Please circle only one response. 
 

Very 
Dissatisfied 

Moderately 
Dissatisfied 

Slightly 
Dissatisfied 

Neutral or 
 No Opinion 

Slightly 
Satisfied 

Moderately 
Satisfied 

Very 
Satisfied 

       

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
 

 
10. During any of your fishing in South Dakota in 2003 did you do any fishing with 

nonresident friends or relatives? 
 

∂ 1. NO ∂ 2. YES 
 
 
13. Were you checked by a Conservation Officer and/or a GFP creel clerk (a creel clerk 

is a GFP employee hired to collect information from anglers on site) while fishing 
anytime this year? 

 
a) Checked by a Conservation Officer this year?   ∂ NO     ∂ YES 
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b) Checked by a GFP creel clerk this year?         ∂ NO     ∂ YES 
 

 
Motivations for Fishing 
14. People enjoy fishing for many different reasons.  Please rate the importance of each 

reason for why you like to fish in South Dakota.  Please rate by circling one number 
for each item on the scale from 0 (not at all important) to 7 (very important). 

 

        NOT                 VERY  
IMPORTANT              IMPORTANT 

a) To bring fish home to eat…..…………0      1       2       3       4       5       6       7 
 

b)  To enjoy nature, the outdoors and 
     the beauty of the area………………….0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7 
 

c) For the excitement that fishing 
provides, e.g., the feeling one gets 
when you have a fish on the line, etc…0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7 

 

d) For companionship, enjoying the time  
spent with friends and/or family………0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7 

 

e) To catch a trophy fish to hang on the 
wall or otherwise to demonstrate  
fishing skills and accomplishment……0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7 

 

f) To get away and relax………......….…0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7 
 

g) To learn and perfect fishing skills to  
become a proficient angler ………...…0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7 

 

h) To compete in a fishing tournament .…0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7 
 
 

15. Overall, which statement above best describes the most important reason for why you 
like fishing? 

 

  a b c d e f g h 
 
 

16. Here are some statements that may deal with your feelings about catching fish.  
Please indicate the extent to which you disagree or agree with each of the following 
statements.  Please circle one number for each item. 

Statement about catching fish Strongly 
Disagree 

Slightly 
Disagree 

Neutral / 
No Opinion 

Slightly 
Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

a. A fishing trip can be satisfying to 
me even if I don’t catch any fish 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 

b. The bigger the fish I catch, the 
better the fishing trip 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 

c. Catching a limit of fish to take 
home is important to me 

     

à Check this box if you were checked by a GFP employee but are 
unsure whether it was a Conservation Officer or a creel clerk:  ∂ 
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1 2 3 4 5 
 

d. Catching fish is an important 
component of fishing 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

17. In this section we would like you to tell us which conditions and situations you take 
into account when selecting your idea of a “good fishing spot”.  Please circle the 
number that best fits your rating of the importance of each factor to you when 
evaluating what makes a “good fishing spot.” 

 “A Good Fishing Spot” 
Factor (Situations and Conditions) 

Not 
Important 

Slightly 
Important 

Moderately 
Important 

Very 
Important 

 
Critical 

a. few anglers, no crowding 0 1 2 3 4 
 

b. natural beauty of the area 0 1 2 3 4 
 

c. easy fishing access 0 1 2 3 4 
 

d. chance to catch “wild” fish 0 1 2 3 4 
 

e. good shore fishing opportunities 0 1 2 3 4 
 

f. presence of good eating fish 0 1 2 3 4 
 

g. presence of large fish 0 1 2 3 4 
 

h. ability to catch lots of fish 0 1 2 3 4 
 

i. easy boat access 0 1 2 3 4 
 

j. good water quality 0 1 2 3 4 
 

k. close to home 0 1 2 3 4 
 

l. family likes the area 0 1 2 3 4 
 

m. area is stocked with fish 0 1 2 3 4 
 

n. species of fish found there 0 1 2 3 4 
 

o. familiarity with the area   0 1 2 3 4 
 

p. nearby parking spots 0 1 2 3 4 
 

q. because friends fish there 0 1 2 3 4 
 

r. available accommodations 0 1 2 3 4 
 

s. because of the regulations there 0 1 2 3 4 
 

t. past success in the area 0 1 2 3 4 
 

u. solitude of the area 0 1 2 3 4 
 

v. number of fish of “keepable” size 0 1 2 3 4 
 

w. nearness of restaurants 0 1 2 3 4 
 

x. chance to catch a variety of fish 0 1 2 3 4 
 

y. chance to catch fish which qualify 
for GFP Trophy Angler Awards 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 

z. presence of favorite fish 0 1 2 3 4 
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aa. marina facilities 0 1 2 3 4 
 

bb. bait and tackle shops nearby 0 1 2 3 4 
 

cc. good boat fishing opportunities 0 1 2 3 4 
18. How important is fishing to you in relation to all your other types of recreation?  

Please check (3) only one response. 
 

∂ 1. MY MOST IMPORTANT RECREATIONAL ACTIVITY 
∂ 2. VERY IMPORTANT, BUT NOT THE MOST IMPORTANT  
∂ 3. MODERATELY IMPORTANT 
∂ 4. SLIGHTLY IMPORTANT    
∂ 5. NOT IMPORTANT  
∂ 6. NO OPINION 

 
Fishing in the Black Hills 
 

19. Approximately how far away is the Black Hills from your home? 
 

I live in the 
Black Hills Area 

1 – 49 
Miles 

50-99 
Miles 

100-199 
Miles 

200-299 
Miles 

300-399 
Miles 

400 or 
more Miles 

       

∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ 
 
 

20. Have you ever done any fishing in the Black Hills region?       ∂ 1. NO        ∂ 2. YES 
 
21. Did you do any fishing in the Black Hills region last year (2003)? 
 

∂ 1. NO à please skip ahead to question # 24 (at the top of page 7) 
 

∂ 2. YES à if yes, about how many total days did you fish in the Black Hills  
region last year (refer to question # 1 for your total days of fishing)? 

 

(21-a) [______] Days of fishing the Black Hills region in 2003 
 
  (21-b) Please check this box ∂ if this amount represents ALL (100%) of  

your fishing in South Dakota in 2003. 
 
  (21-c) About what percent of your total Black Hills fishing listed  

here was in: 
 
 
 
 
22. How would you rate the fishing in the Black Hills last year (2003) in terms of 

numbers and size of fish caught?  Please circle only one response. 
 

Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent No Opinion 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
 
 

Streams ______% 
  

Reservoirs/ponds ______% 
      100 % 
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23. Overall, how dissatisfied or satisfied were you with your total Black Hills fishing 
experience last year (2003)?  Please circle only one response. 

 

Very 
Dissatisfied 

Moderately 
Dissatisfied 

Slightly 
Dissatisfied 

Neutral or No 
Opinion 

Slightly 
Satisfied 

Moderately 
Satisfied 

Very 
Satisfied 

       

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
 
Fishing in the Missouri River System 
 
24. Approximately how far away is the Missouri River (any part) from your home? 
 

0 – 24 
Miles 

25 – 49 
Miles 

50 – 99 
Miles 

100 – 149 
Miles 

150 – 199 
Miles 

200 or 
more Miles 

      

∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ 
 
 

25. Have you ever done any fishing in the Missouri River system?   ∂ 1. NO     ∂ 2. YES 
 
26. Did you do any fishing in the Missouri River system last year (2003)? 
 

∂ 1. NO à please skip ahead to question # 29 (near the top of the next page) 
 

∂ 2. YES à if yes, about how many total days did you fish in the Missouri River  
system last year (refer to question # 1 for your total days of fishing)? 

 

(26-a) [______] Days of fishing in the Missouri River system in 2003 
 
  (26-b) Please check this box ∂ if this amount represents ALL (100%) of  

your fishing in South Dakota in 2003. 
 

(26-c) Please check (3) each of the specific waters in the Missouri River 
system that you fished last year (2003): 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  (26-d) About what percent of your total fishing in the Missouri River  

system (listed here) was : 
 
 
 
 
 
 

∂ 1. Lake Oahe 
∂ 2. Lake Sharpe 
∂ 3. Lake Francis Case 
∂ 4. River below Fort Randall Dam 
∂ 5. Lewis & Clark Lake 
∂ 6. River below Gavins Point Dam 

 

from shore  ______% 
  

from a boat ______% 
  

through ice ______% 
      100 % 

 



Fishing in South Dakota – 2003           Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey 
Larry M. Gigliotti                Appendix A 

 476  
 

27. How would you rate the fishing in the Missouri River system last year (2003) in 
terms of numbers and size of fish caught?  Please circle only one response. 

 

Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent No Opinion 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
28. Overall, how dissatisfied or satisfied were you with your total fishing experience in 

the Missouri River system last year (2003)?  Please circle only one response. 
 

Very 
Dissatisfied 

Moderately 
Dissatisfied 

Slightly 
Dissatisfied 

Neutral or No 
Opinion 

Slightly 
Satisfied 

Moderately 
Satisfied 

Very 
Satisfied 

       

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
 
 
Fishing in Other South Dakota Rivers 
29. Did you fish in any of these South Dakota rivers in 2003?  
 

a) Cheyenne River ∂ No ∂ Yes 
 

b) Big Sioux River ∂ No ∂ Yes 
 

c) James River ∂ No ∂ Yes 
 

d) Vermillion River ∂ No ∂ Yes 
 

 
 

Some Fisheries Management Issues in South Dakota 
 

Fishing Tournaments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
30. Have you ever fished in a fishing tournament?    ∂ 1. NO   ∂ 2. YES 
 
31. Did you fish in a fishing tournament last year (2003)?    ∂ 1. NO   ∂ 2. YES 
 
32. In general, how do you feel about fishing tournaments in South Dakota?  
 

Strongly 
Dislike 

Moderately 
Dislike 

Slightly 
Dislike 

Neutral or No 
Opinion 

Slightly 
Like 

Moderately 
Like 

Strongly 
Like 

       

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
 

A fishing tournament is any organized competitive angling event involving 20 or more boats 
or, if boats are not involved, 50 or more people, conducted on the public waters of this state, 
for the purpose of awarding prizes or for personal gain or promotional consideration.  Junior 
fishing clinics or achievement contests for youths under age 17 are not considered to be 
fishing tournaments regardless of the number of participants.  ARSD 41:09:15:01. 

The Issue with Fishing Tournaments:  On one hand, fishing tournaments promote fishing 
and may bring in economic benefits to local areas.  On the other hand, fishing tournaments 
may cause crowding and increased pressure on the resources. 
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33. Did you do any fishing in South Dakota last year in which you were fishing at the 
same time and place of a fishing tournament? 

 
 
 

34. Did you ever decide to not fish in an area because a tournament was being held there? 
 

∂ 1. NO   ∂ 2. YES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
35. Should there be more or less days that fishing tournaments are permitted?   I would 

prefer that there are…….days that fishing tournaments are permitted. Please circle 
one response for your answer. 

 

Many More A Few More Same Number* A Few Less A Lot Less No Opinion 
      

1 2 3 4 5 6 
 

*Picking the same number response above means that you like the current restrictions on fishing 
tournaments as stated in the above information box. 

 
 
Fish Consumption Advisories 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
36. Did you fish in any of these lakes last year 

(2003)? 
37. Did you know about the fish 

consumption advisory for this lake? 
Bitter Lake ∂ NO ∂ YES  ∂ NO        ∂ YES 
    

Lake Isabel ∂ NO ∂ YES  ∂ NO        ∂ YES 
    

Hurley Lake ∂ NO ∂ YES  ∂ NO        ∂ YES 
    

West Highway 81 /  
Twin Lakes Complex 

 
∂ NO 

 
∂ YES  

 
∂ NO        ∂ YES 

 

The South Dakota Departments of Health, Environment & Natural Resources and Game, 
Fish and Parks cooperate to test fish for contaminants.  Sixty-seven of South Dakota’s 
most popular fishing waterbodies have been tested from 1994 to present, and only two 
lakes (Bitter Lake and Lake Isabel) warranted issuing fish consumption advisories by 
the time of printing the 2003 Fishing handbook.  However, fish consumption advisories 
have been issued for two additional lakes this past year (Hurley Lake and West 
Highway 81 / Twin Lakes Complex).  In South Dakota, an advisory is issued when the 
mercury concentration in fish flesh samples equals or exceeds 1 part per million. 
 

Times when fishing tournaments are not permitted: Fishing tournaments are not 
permitted from 8 a.m. on Friday to 8 p.m. on Sunday of Free Fishing and Spring Open 
House weekend (usually the weekend preceding Memorial Day weekend) or on 
Memorial Day, July Fourth, Labor Day, or on associated weekends when those 
holidays fall on Friday, Saturday, Sunday or Monday.  Fishing tournaments are 
permitted for all other times with the additional restriction that there can only be one 
fishing tournament held at the same location and time period. 

∂ 1. NO      ∂ 2. YES      ∂ 3. NOT SURE 
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38. Did you eat any fish from any of the above listed lakes last year (2003), including fish 
that may have been given to you by another angler? 

 
 
 
 
 
39. In general, how informed (knowledgeable) are you about fish consumption advisories 

in South Dakota?  Please circle one response for your answer. 
 

Not at all 
Informed 

Slightly 
Informed 

Moderately 
Informed 

Very 
Informed 

No 
Opinion 

     

0 1 2 3 4 
 
40. How do you feel about the State’s effort to keep South Dakota anglers informed about 

fish consumption advisories?  Please circle one response for your answer. 
 

Not enough effort Just about right Too much effort No Opinion 
    

1 2 3 4 
 
41. In general, how worried are you about eating fish caught in South Dakota?  Please 

circle one response for your answer. 
 

I don’t eat fish 
caught in SD 

Not 
Worried 

Slightly 
Worried 

Moderately 
Worried 

Very 
Worried 

No 
Opinion 

      

0 1 2 3 4 5 
 
42. If a waterbody that you normally fish was identified as warranting a fish consumption 

advisory how do you think you would respond?  Please check (3) the response that 
best describes how you would respond. 

 

∂ 1. I would continue to fish there and continue to eat all the fish that I would  
normally eat, i.e., I would pay no attention to the advisory 

∂ 2. I would continue to fish there but would only eat the type and amount of fish  
recommended by the fish consumption advisory  

∂ 3. I would continue to fish there but would not eat any of the fish from there 
∂ 4. I would stop fishing in that particular waterbody, i.e., I would not fish in  

waters with fish consumption advisories 
∂ 5. Not sure – don’t know how I would react 

 
 

Your General Opinions about Fishing Conditions in South Dakota: 
=============================================================== 
Please circle one number for each item. 
             Not               Slightly          Moderately      Very              No  
             Important   Important      Important        Important    Opinion 
43. How important do you feel that  
      nonresident anglers are to the  
      South Dakota state-economy?…   0                   1                      2                        3                    4 

Bitter Lake ∂ NO ∂ YES  
   

Lake Isabel ∂ NO ∂ YES  
   

Hurley Lake ∂ NO ∂ YES  
   

West Highway 81 /  
Twin Lakes Complex 

 
∂ NO 

 
∂ YES   
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44. How important economically  
      are nonresident anglers to you  
      personally?……………………    0                   1                      2                        3                    4 
 

45. How important is it that resident  
      anglers can fish with nonresident  
      friends and relatives in S.D.?.… 0                   1                      2                        3                    4 
46. How strongly do you agree or disagree that the following fish species are being over-

harvested in South Dakota?  Please circle one number for each item. 
             Strongly      Slightly    Neutral/       Slightly       Strongly 
             Disagree     Disagree   No Opinion   Agree          Agree 

a.  Walleye……………………   1               2             3                 4               5 
 

b.  Yellow perch……………...    1               2             3                 4               5 
 

c.  Northern pike……………..    1               2             3                 4               5 
 
 
 
47. Minnesota has a spring closure for walleye and northern pike from late February 

through about mid-May and Iowa has a spring closure for walleye from mid-February 
through early May on three major lakes.  Some South Dakota residents feel that the 
main reason that Minnesota and Iowa anglers come to South Dakota to fish walleye is 
because the season is closed in their home state.  How important a reason (fishing 
season closed in their home state) do you think this is for why Minnesota and Iowa 
anglers come to South Dakota to fish for walleye? 

 

Not                 Slightly             Moderately             Very                    No 
Important       Important           Important            Important             Opinion 
 

                 0                     1                          2                         3                         4 
 
 
48. Some anglers have proposed having a spring fishing closure simply to reduce the 

number of anglers (both resident and nonresident) from taking too many of the fish in 
the spring with the hope that more fish can be caught later in the year.  How 
important is this reason to you for having a spring fishing closure? 

 

Not                 Slightly             Moderately             Very                    No 
Important       Important           Important            Important             Opinion 
 

                 0                     1                          2                         3                         4 
 
 
49. South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks’ fishery biologists and managers do not 

recommend any additional restrictions for spring fishing for any fish species for 
biological reasons.  However, one possible reason for having additional restrictions 
on spring fishing would be for social reasons, namely if a majority of anglers desire 
these types of regulations or the fact that other states have such regulations.  In 
general, how strongly do you oppose or favor having some type of additional 
restrictions on spring fishing for some fish species for social reasons? 

==============================================================
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Strongly 
Oppose 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Slightly 
Oppose 

Neutral or 
No Opinion 

Slightly 
Favor 

Moderately 
Favor 

Strongly 
Favor 

       

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 

 
 
Opinions related to Regulations and Law Enforcement 
 

50. How well do you understand the fishing regulations for the areas that you fish (e.g., 
do you know the legal size limits, daily/possession limits and legal fishing gear, etc.)? 

 

∂ 1. I do not understand any of the fishing regulations. 
∂ 2. I understand a few of the fishing regulations. 
∂ 3. I understand most of the fishing regulations. 
∂ 4. I understand all of the fishing regulations. 

 
 If you checked 1 or 2 above is it because you… (please check ALL that apply to 

you): 
  ∂ 1. Depend on your fishing companions to know the regulations. 
  ∂ 2. Depend on the areas to be posted with what you need to know. 
  ∂ 3. Don’t plan on keeping any fish. 
  ∂ 4. Keep a copy of the regulations with you to check when needed. 
  ∂ 5. Don’t worry about what the regulations are. 
  ∂ 6. Don’t expect to be checked by a Conservation Officer. 
  ∂ 7. Other: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
51. How easy is it to understand and follow the fishing regulations as stated in the South 

Dakota 2003 Fishing Handbook (available when you purchase your fishing license)? 
 

Easily 
Understood 

Slightly 
Confusing 

Somewhat 
Difficult 

Very 
Difficult 

Don’t Read 
Them 

No 
Opinion 

      

1 2 3 4 5 6 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

52. How strongly do you oppose or support the current restrictions on high-grading (as 
stated in the above information box)? 

Highgrading Restrictions: High-grading or culling causes unnecessary fish mortality 
due to extra handling and subjecting fish to warm surface water in a livewell.  In 
South Dakota, high-grading is restricted for certain species and/or at certain locations.  
These restriction prohibit exchanging fish that have been held in a livewell, on a 
stringer or in other fish holding/storage devices with one that had just been caught.  
High-grading of walleyes, sauger and their hybrids are prohibited statewide.  High-
grading of bluegills/sunfish from Enemy Swim Lake is prohibited and high-grading of 
all fish is prohibited in the South Dakota-Minnesota Border Waters. 
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Strongly 
Oppose 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Slightly 
Oppose 

Neutral or 
No Opinion 

Slightly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Strongly 
Support 

       

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 

 
53. How strongly would you oppose or support prohibiting high-grading of all fish 

species statewide? 
 

Strongly 
Oppose 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Slightly 
Oppose 

Neutral or 
No Opinion 

Slightly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Strongly 
Support 

       

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 

 
 
54. What is your position on each of the following statements about fishing regulations?  

Please circle one number for each item. 
Statements about fishing regulations Strongly 

Disagree 
Slightly 
Disagree 

Neutral / 
No Opinion 

Slightly 
Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

a. Each waterbody should have its 
own set of regulations which is 
best suited for that particular 
stream, pond or reservoir. 

 
 
 

1 

 
 
 

2 

 
 
 

3 

 
 
 

4 

 
 
 

5 
 

b. Fishing regulations detract from 
my fishing experience. 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 

c. Fishing regulations are not 
enforced adequately. 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 

d. It would upset me to be checked by 
a Conservation Officer while I was 
fishing. 

 

 
 

1 

 
 

2 

 
 

3 

 
 

4 

 
 

5 

e. Fishing regulations are overly 
protective and should be relaxed 
some. 

 
 

1 

 
 

2 

 
 

3 

 
 

4 

 
 

5 
 

f. Game, Fish and Parks has the 
competence and technical training 
to know how to properly manage 
the State’s fishing resources. 

 
 
 

1 

 
 
 

2 

 
 
 

3 

 
 
 

4 

 
 
 

5 
 

g. I trust Game, Fish and parks to 
manage the State’s fisheries 
resource in a fair and reasonable 
manner. 

 
 
 

1 

 
 
 

2 

 
 
 

3 

 
 
 

4 

 
 
 

5 
 

h. Conservation Officers are usually 
fair in their treatment of anglers. 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 

i. Most fishing regulations have a 
sound biological basis 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 
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j. I feel that most fishing violations 
occur because anglers do not know 
the regulations. 

 

 
 

1 

 
 

2 

 
 

3 

 
 

4 

 
 

5 
 

 
 
Your Opinions about Smallmouth Bass Management 
 

55. Which would you most prefer for smallmouth bass management? 
 

   ∂ 1. Regulations designed to produce “large” smallmouth bass fishing 
opportunities by the use of strict size limits and/or bag limits 

   ∂ 2. Regulations designed to allow maximum harvest of smallmouth bass by 
allowing anglers to harvest smallmouth bass of all sizes (above a 
minimum length) 

   ∂ 3. No Opinion 
 

 
Your Opinions about Walleye Management 
 

56. Which would you most prefer for walleye management? 
 

   ∂ 1. Regulations designed to produce “large” walleye fishing opportunities by 
the use of strict size limits and/or bag limits 

   ∂ 2. Regulations designed to allow maximum harvest of walleye by allowing 
anglers to harvest walleye of all sizes (above a minimum length) 

   ∂ 3. No Opinion 
 
 

Your Opinions related to License Fees 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

57. What is your position on each of the following statements about fishing license fees?  
Please circle one number for each item. 

Statements about fishing license fees Strongly 
Disagree 

Slightly 
Disagree 

Neutral / 
No Opinion 

Slightly 
Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

a. Resident license fees are too      

Your fishing license fees pay for the management of the State’s fisheries resources.  The 
price of a fishing license is based on an amount needed to pay for these management 
costs.  Factors that can trigger a fee increase are inflation, addition of programs and/or 
management responsibilities and reduction in overall license sales.  In 2003 there were 
six types of resident fishing licenses and six types of non-resident fishing licenses: 
Resident Licenses Fees Non-Resident Licenses Fees 
Annual Fishing $ 21 Annual Fishing $ 59 
One-Day Fishing $   7 Annual Family Fishing $ 59 
Combination License $ 44 Three-Day Fishing $ 30 
Junior Combination (16-18) $ 23 One-Day Fishing $ 12 
Senior Fishing (65 and over) $   5 Lake Oahe Annual Fishing $ 20 
Lake Oahe Annual Fishing $   7 Lake Oahe Family Fishing $ 20 
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expensive. 1 2 3 4 5 
 

b. Non-Resident license fees are too 
expensive. 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 

c. I would support increased fees if 
additional revenues are needed for 
fisheries management. 

 
 

1 

 
 

2 

 
 

3 

 
 

4 

 
 

5 

58. Some states have a Conservation License that allows for ½ daily and possession limit 
takes at a reduced cost for the license. 

 

A) How strongly do you oppose or favor having a Conservation Fishing License 
available as one of the types of licenses available for residents? 

 

Strongly 
Oppose 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Slightly 
Oppose 

Neutral or 
No Opinion 

Slightly 
Favor 

Moderately 
Favor 

Strongly 
Favor 

       

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 

 
B) How unlikely or likely would you be to purchase a Conservation License (if it 

were available) instead of the license type that you would normally purchase? 
 

Very 
Unlikely 

Moderately 
Unlikely 

Slightly 
Unlikely 

Neutral or 
No Opinion 

Slightly 
Likely 

Moderately 
Likely 

Very 
Likely 

       

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
 

C) How strongly do you oppose or favor having a Conservation Fishing License 
available as one of the types of licenses available for non-residents? 

 

Strongly 
Oppose 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Slightly 
Oppose 

Neutral or 
No Opinion 

Slightly 
Favor 

Moderately 
Favor 

Strongly 
Favor 

       

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
 

59. How much more would you be willing to pay in license fees if the money was to be 
earmarked for additional work on water quality and habitat improvements?  

 

∂ $0 ∂ $2 ∂ $4 ∂ $6 ∂ $8 ∂ $10 ∂ more than $10    ∂ No Opinion 
 
 
 
 
Your Opinions about the Use of Technology in Fishing 
 

60. It seems that there has been a growth in the use of all kinds of electronic devices 
designed to improve anglers’ chances of finding and catching fish. What is your 
position on each of the following statements about the use of technology in fishing?  
Please circle one number for each item. 

Statements about technology Strongly 
Disagree 

Slightly 
Disagree 

Neutral / 
No Opinion 

Slightly 
Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

a. Technological advances in fishing 
gear are good for the sport. 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 
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b. There is too much technology 
involved in fishing nowadays.  

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 

c. There should be regulations to 
limit some types of technology. 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 

d. The use of technology should be a 
personal decision by each angler.  

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 
 
 
 
Economic Value of Fishing to South Dakota Anglers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

61. Hypothetical situation: This question is designed to measure the value of fishing to 
you in general.  Considering all the fishing that you normally do in a year and all the 
enjoyment, satisfaction and other benefits that you receive from a normal year of 
fishing, how much money would it take for you to be equally satisfied to give-up 
fishing for an entire year? 

 
 

$_________  This is the amount that I think would be fair compensation 
to be equally satisfied to not fish for an entire year.   
 
 

∂ Check here if you have no opinion 
 
 
 

Information about Yourself 
 

62. What is your gender?     ∂ 1. Male       ∂ 2. Female 
 
63. What is your age?  _______ YEARS 
 
64. In what county do you live? ________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note:  Some people have a difficult time trying to put an economic value on their fishing 
activity.  However, we encourage you to try to answer this question to the best of your ability. 
Please note that this question is not designed to raise license fees.  The purpose of this 
question is to try to estimate the social value of fishing expressed in economic terms (dollars) 
to South Dakota anglers. 
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Optional Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Optional Comments 
Please use the space provided on  
page 17 if you would like to  
provide any comments.  
 

 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR VALUABLE TIME COMPLETING THIS 
SURVEY.  We will send all participants a copy of the summary results as soon as possible.   

 

To return your questionnaire, fold your questionnaire in half and use the postage-paid reply 
envelope provided. 

 

You can use this page for additional 
comments.  These comments will be 
typed (provided they are legible) and 
added to the report that will be given 
to the GFP Commission, staff and 
made available to the public. 
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Postcard Reminder 
 

    January 20, 2004 
 

A couple of weeks ago I sent you a questionnaire about fishing in 
South Dakota.  This postcard reminder is being sent to remind 
you to complete and return your questionnaire using the pre-paid 
return envelope provided.  If you have already completed and 
returned it to us, please accept our sincere thanks.  
 
YOUR response is needed to make accurate estimates of fishing 
pressure and to accurately represent the opinions of all South 
Dakota anglers.  
 
If by some chance you did not receive the questionnaire, or if it 
got misplaced, don’t worry (just wait and watch your mail) as a 
second questionnaire will be mailed to you in a couple of weeks 
if we don't receive your completed questionnaire in the mail.   
 
      Larry Gigliotti 
    Planning Coordinator/Human Dimensions Specialist 
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January 1, 2004 
 

Dear Angler, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What if I did not do any fishing in 2003?  We want to hear from you even if you did 
not fish last year.  First it is necessary for us to know that you did not fish because that 
information is needed to estimate total participation and fishing pressure in South Dakota.  
Second, only the first three pages of this questionnaire are about your fishing this past 
year.  The rest of the survey is about various opinions related to fishing in general. 
 
This questionnaire is very long, but there are many things that we want to learn about 
anglers and the fisheries staff worked hard to take advantage of this survey opportunity to 
get information from our anglers.  It will probably be another 7 to 10 years before we 
conduct another survey of this magnitude.  I ask that you not think of this request as a 
chore, but rather an opportunity for you to provide information about fishing that will 
help in the management of South Dakota fisheries resources and fishing opportunities. 
 
There is some additional information about this survey on the inside cover-page of the 
questionnaire.  However, if you have any additional questions about the survey contact 

 

You have been randomly selected by Game, Fish and Parks 
to participate in a survey about fishing in South Dakota.  
According to our records you had purchased a fishing or 
combination license this past year (2003).  Approximately 
every ten years Game, Fish and Parks conducts an  
extensive survey of South Dakota anglers.  The information from this survey is very 
valuable in helping to provide a thorough understanding of our resident anglers.  Please 
take some time to complete this survey. 

Department of Game, Fish and Parks 
Foss Building 
523 East Capitol 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3182 
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Larry Gigliotti @ Game, Fish and Parks, 523 E. Capitol, Pierre, SD  57501 (e-mail 
address: Larry.Gigliotti@state.sd.us ). 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Larry Gigliotti 
Planning Coordinator / Human Dimensions Specialist 
 
 
 

 
 
 
February 10, 2004 
 
Dear South Dakota angler, 
 
About four weeks ago I sent you a questionnaire about  
fishing in South Dakota.  As of today I have not received  
your completed questionnaire.  If you have already returned 
your questionnaire than it has likely crossed this letter in the mail and you can disregard 
this reminder letter.  If not, this letter is to remind you to complete and return your 
questionnaire. 
 
This survey contained many questions about fishing in South Dakota.  It was sent to a 
small randomly selected sample of resident licensed anglers.  We want to hear from 
everyone in the sample to ensure that the results reflect an accurate picture and evaluation 
of resident fishing in South Dakota.  It is important to hear from you even if you do very 
little or no fishing because the survey is designed to measure the characteristics of all 
residents that buy licenses that allow fishing.   
 
This is an opportunity to let us know your opinion about various fishing issues in South 
Dakota.  If you don’t have an opinion on any specific questions just mark the “no 
opinion” response, as it is still valuable information to know the percentage of anglers 
that do not have an opinion on these topics. This information is very important. 
 
If you have not received a questionnaire or it has been misplaced or discarded I have 
included a second questionnaire.  This survey is voluntary.  If you do not want to 
participate just check the box on the inside cover near the bottom and return your blank 

 

Department of Game, Fish and Parks 
Foss Building 
523 East Capitol 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3182 
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questionnaire.  However, I encourage you to participate as this survey benefits anglers by 
providing an accurate description of the opinions, needs and desires of South Dakota 
anglers. 
 
If you have questions about the survey itself, you can call me at  
605-773-4231 or contact me by e-mail at larry.gigliotti@state.sd.us 
 
Sincerely, 
Larry M. Gigliotti 
Planning Coordinator / Human Dimensions 
Specialist 
 
 

 
 
 
March 10, 2004 
 

Dear South Dakota angler, 
 

The deadline for returning your 2003 South Dakota fishing 
questionnaire has been extended to April 5, 2004.  As of  
March 10 we have not received your completed questionnaire.  If you mailed it in the 
past 5 days it is likely that it crossed this mailing and you can discard this follow-up 
request.  If you have not yet returned your questionnaire I urge you to take the time to 
complete and return it, as your response is very valuable.  
 

This survey contained many questions about fishing in South Dakota.  It was sent to a 
small randomly selected sample of resident licensed anglers.  We want to hear from 
everyone in the sample to ensure that the results reflect an accurate picture and evaluation 
of resident fishing in South Dakota.  It is important to hear from you even if you do very 
little or no fishing because the survey is designed to measure the characteristics of all 
residents that buy licenses that allow fishing.   
 

Deadline for returning your questionnaire in time for your responses to be included 
in the final report is April 5, 2004.  While this survey is voluntary we would like you to 
return your blank questionnaire if you don’t wish to participate.  à If you do not wish to 
participate in this survey please check (4) the box on the inside cover of the 
questionnaire (in the set of instructions) and return your questionnaire.  However, I 

Office of Secretary: 605/773-3387      Wildlife Division: 605/773-3381     Parks and Recreation Division: 605/773-3391    FAX: 605/773-6245 
 

TDD: 605/773-3485 

Department of Game, Fish and Parks 
Foss Building 
523 East Capitol 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3182 
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encourage you to participate as this survey benefits anglers by providing an accurate 
description of the opinions, needs and desires of South Dakota anglers. 
 

This is an opportunity to let us know your opinion about various fishing issues in South 
Dakota.  If you don’t have an opinion on any specific questions just mark the “no 
opinion” response, as it is still valuable information to know the percentage of anglers 
that do not have an opinion on these topics. This information is very important. 
 

If you have not received a questionnaire or it has been misplaced or  
discarded I have included a second questionnaire. If you have questions  
about the survey itself, you can call me at 605-773-4231 or contact me  
by e-mail at larry.gigliotti@state.sd.us 
 
Sincerely, 
Larry M. Gigliotti 
Planning Coordinator / Human Dimensions 
Specialist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Office of Secretary: 605/773-3387      Wildlife Division: 605/773-3381     Parks and Recreation Division: 605/773-3391    FAX: 605/773-6245 
 

TDD: 605/773-3485 
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Appendix B 
 

Fishing in South Dakota – 2003 
Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey 

 
Questionnaire, postcard reminder1 and directions 

used in the Lake Oahe angler survey.2 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1 See Appendix A for a copy of the post card reminder (same postcard reminder was used 
for the entire 2003 angler survey. 
2 Only the questionnaire for the Resident Lake Oahe Annual Fishing License survey is 
provided in Appendix B.  The only difference among the questionnaires is in the first 
sentence in the introduction to the survey where the license type is indicated, and the 
nonresident questionnaires do not have a question number 13 (county residence). 
 

Resident Lake Oahe Annual Fishing License 
Nonresident Lake Oahe Annual Fishing License 
Nonresident Lake Oahe Family Fishing License 
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Fishing in South Dakota - 2003 
Resident Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey 

 
 
 

Dear Angler, 
 

+        
      
 
   
                                                                                                              

      +  
 

 Our records indicate you purchased a South Dakota  
Resident Lake Oahe Annual Fishing License.  The purpose of this survey is to learn more 
about our anglers, especially where you fish, the kinds of fishing you do, what you catch 
and some opinions about fishing.  If you have any questions about this survey please call 
me at 605-773-4231 (E-mail: larry.gigliotti@state.sd.us). 

Sincerely,  
Larry Gigliotti 
Planning Coordinator/Human Dimensions Specialist 

   
 
1. About how many days did you fish in Lake Oahe 

during the entire year of 2003 (January 1 through 
December 31, 2003)? Your best estimate is OK.             
(write zero if you did not do any fishing in 2003            
and skip ahead to question 7) 
 

 
     
  [_______] Days in Oahe 

1a)  Did you purchase any other South Dakota  
       fishing licenses for 2003 (i.e., a fishing 
       license in addition to the Lake Oahe Annual  
       Fishing License)? 

 

       ∂ No     ∂ Yes à If yes, how many days did  
                                     you fish in areas not  
                                     including Lake Oahe  
 

                                         [______] Days  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

R-2 

And what percent of your 
total fishing in Lake Oahe 
(listed here) was: 
     from shore  _______% 
 

     from a boat _______% 
 

     through ice _______% 
                                100 % 
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2. To the best of your ability please estimate how many of the following types of fish 
you caught and how many you kept for all of your fishing in South Dakota in 2003?  
Please write zero (0) if you did not catch or keep any of the fish species listed here. 

Fish Total Caught Total Kept 
Walleye and/or sauger [          ] [          ] 
Bass (largemouth and/or smallmouth) [          ] [          ] 
Northern pike  [          ] [          ] 
Trout (rainbow, brown, brook, lake, splake) [          ] [          ] 
Yellow perch [          ] [          ] 
 
 
3. How would you rate the fishing in South Dakota last year (2003) in terms of numbers 

and size of fish caught?  Please circle only one response. 
 

Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent No Opinion 
      

1 2 3 4 5 6 
 
 
4. During any of your fishing in South Dakota in 2003 did you feel that the area that you 

were fishing was crowded? 
 
 
5. Overall, how satisfied or dissatisfied were you with your total South Dakota fishing 

experience last year (2003)?  Please circle only one response. 
 

Very 
Dissatisfied 

Moderately 
Dissatisfied 

Slightly 
Dissatisfied 

Neutral or  
No Opinion 

Slightly 
Satisfied 

Moderately 
Satisfied 

Very 
Satisfied 

       

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
 
6. During any of your fishing in South Dakota in 2003 did you do any fishing with   

non-resident friends or relatives? 
 

 
7. Here are some statements that deal may with your feelings about catching fish.  

Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following 
statements.  Please circle one number for each item. 

Statement about catching fish Strongly 
Disagree 

Slightly 
Disagree 

Neutral / 
No Opinion 

Slightly 
Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

a. A fishing trip can be satisfying to 
me even if I don’t catch any fish 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 

b. The bigger the fish I catch, the 
better the fishing trip 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 

c. Catching a limit of fish to take 
home is important to me 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 

d. Catching fish is an important 
component of fishing 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

∂ 1. NO ∂ 2. YES 

∂ 1. NO ∂ 2. YES 
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8. In this section we would like you to tell us which conditions and situations you take 
into account when selecting your idea of a “good fishing spot”.  Please circle the 
number that best fits your rating of the importance of each factor to you when 
evaluating what makes a “good fishing spot.” 

 “A Good Fishing Spot” 
Factor (Situations and Conditions) 

Not 
Important 

Slightly 
Important 

Moderately 
Important 

Very 
Important 

 
Critical 

a. few anglers, no crowding 0 1 2 3 4 
 

b. natural beauty of the area 0 1 2 3 4 
 

c. easy fishing access 0 1 2 3 4 
 

d. chance to catch “wild” fish 0 1 2 3 4 
 

e. good shore fishing opportunities 0 1 2 3 4 
 

f. presence of good eating fish 0 1 2 3 4 
 

g. presence of large fish 0 1 2 3 4 
 

h. ability to catch lots of fish 0 1 2 3 4 
 

i. easy boat access 0 1 2 3 4 
 

j. good water quality 0 1 2 3 4 
 

k. close to home 0 1 2 3 4 
 

l. family likes the area 0 1 2 3 4 
 

m. area is stocked with fish 0 1 2 3 4 
 

n. species of fish found there 0 1 2 3 4 
 

o. familiarity with the area   0 1 2 3 4 
 

p. nearby parking spots 0 1 2 3 4 
 

q. because friends fish there 0 1 2 3 4 
 

r. available accommodations 0 1 2 3 4 
 

s. because of the regulations there 0 1 2 3 4 
 

t. past success in the area 0 1 2 3 4 
 

u. solitude of the area 0 1 2 3 4 
 

v. number of fish of “keepable” size 0 1 2 3 4 
 

w. nearness of restaurants 0 1 2 3 4 
 

x. chance to catch a variety of fish 0 1 2 3 4 
 

y. chance to catch fish which qualify 
for GFP Trophy Angler Awards 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 

z. presence of favorite fish 0 1 2 3 4 
 

aa. marina facilities 0 1 2 3 4 
 

bb. bait and tackle shops nearby 0 1 2 3 4 
 

cc. good boat fishing opportunities 0 1 2 3 4 
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Motivations for Fishing 
9. People enjoy fishing for many different reasons.  Please rate the importance of each 

reason for why you like to fish in South Dakota.  Please rate by circling one number 
for each item on the scale from 0 (not at all important) to 7 (very important). 

 

        NOT                 VERY  
IMPORTANT              IMPORTANT 

a) To bring fish home to eat…..…………0      1       2       3       4       5       6       7 
 

b)  To enjoy nature, the outdoors and 
     the beauty of the area………………….0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7 
 

c) For the excitement that fishing 
provides, e.g., the feeling one gets 
when you have a fish on the line, etc…0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7 

 

d) For companionship, enjoying the time  
spent with friends and/or family………0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7 

 

e) To catch a trophy fish to hang on the 
wall or otherwise to demonstrate  
fishing skills and accomplishment……0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7 

 

f) To get away and relax………......….…0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7 
 

g) To learn and perfect fishing skills to  
become a proficient angler ………...…0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7 

 

h) To compete in a fishing tournament .…0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7 
 
 

10. Overall, which statement above best describes the most important reason for why you 
like fishing? 

 

  a b c d e f g         h 
 
 

Information about Yourself 
 

11. What is your gender?     ∂ 1. Male       ∂ 2. Female 
 
12. What is your age?  _______ YEARS 
 
13. In what county do you live? ________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please feel free to provide comments about fishing in South Dakota by 
attaching them to this questionnaire.  Please return your completed 
questionnaire using the postage-paid reply envelope provided. 
Also, please do not remove your mailing label because the ID number 
provides information about license type, which is needed for the  
analysis of the data. 
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Directions sent with second mailing of questionnaire 
 
 
 
 

        South Dakota Fishing Survey – 2003 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(over) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks 
Attention:  Larry Gigliotti 

523 E. Capitol 
Pierre, SD  57501 

 

About four weeks ago I sent you a questionnaire about fishing in South Dakota.  
As of today I have not received your completed questionnaire.  If you have 
already returned your questionnaire than it has likely crossed this letter in the 
mail and you can disregard this reminder letter.  If not, this mailing is to remind 
you to complete and return your questionnaire. 
 
This survey contained many questions about fishing in South Dakota.  It was sent to a small randomly selected 
sample of licensed anglers.  We want to hear from everyone in the sample to ensure that the results reflect an 
accurate picture and evaluation of fishing in South Dakota.  It is important to hear from you even if you do very 
little or no fishing because the survey is designed to measure the characteristics of all people that buy licenses 
that allow fishing in South Dakota.   
 

This is an opportunity to let us know your opinion about various fishing issues in South Dakota.  If you don’t 
have an opinion on any specific questions just mark the “no opinion” response, as it is still valuable 
information to know the percentage of anglers that do not have an opinion on these topics. This information is 
very important. 
 
If you have not received a questionnaire or it has been misplaced or discarded I have included a second 
questionnaire.  This survey is voluntary.  If you do not want to participate simply return your blank 
questionnaire.  However, I encourage you to participate as this survey benefits anglers by providing an 
accurate description of the opinions, needs and desires of South Dakota anglers. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey. 
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Directions sent with third mailing of questionnaire 
 
 
 

         South Dakota Fishing Survey – 2003 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(over) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

The deadline for returning your 2003 questionnaire about fishing in South 
Dakota has been extended to April 12.  As of March 12, I have not received your 
completed questionnaire.  If you have already returned your questionnaire than it 
has likely crossed this letter in the mail and you can disregard this reminder 
letter.  If not, this mailing is to remind you to complete and return your 
questionnaire. 

This survey contained many questions about fishing in South Dakota.  It was sent to a small randomly 
selected sample of licensed anglers.  We want to hear from everyone in the sample to ensure that the 
results reflect an accurate picture and evaluation of fishing in South Dakota.  It is important to hear from 
you even if you do very little or no fishing because the survey is designed to measure the characteristics 
of all people that buy licenses that allow fishing in South Dakota.   
 

This is an opportunity to let us know your opinion about various fishing issues in South Dakota.  If you 
don’t have an opinion on any specific questions just mark the “no opinion” response, as it is still valuable 
information to know the percentage of anglers that do not have an opinion on these topics. This 
information is very important. 
 
If you have not received a questionnaire or it has been misplaced or discarded I have included a second 
questionnaire.  This survey is voluntary.  If you do not want to participate simply return your blank 
questionnaire.  However, I encourage you to participate as this survey benefits anglers by providing an 
accurate description of the opinions, needs and desires of South Dakota anglers. 
 
Deadline for returning your questionnaire is April 12, 2004.  Thank you for taking the time to 
complete this survey. 
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Appendix C 
 

Fishing in South Dakota – 2003 
Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey 

 
Questionnaire, postcard reminder1 and directions2 

used in the nonresident surveys and the  
resident One-Day Fishing License survey.3 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
1 See Appendix A for a copy of the post card reminder (same postcard reminder was used 
for the entire 2003 angler survey. 
2 See Appendix B for a copy of the directions sent with the second and third mailings of 
the questionnaires. 
3 Only the questionnaire for the Resident One-Day Fishing License survey is provided in 
Appendix C.  The only difference among the questionnaires is in the first sentence in the 
introduction to the survey where the license type is indicated, and the nonresident 
questionnaires do not have a question number 13 (county residence). 
 

Nonresident Annual Fishing License 
Nonresident Family Fishing License 

Nonresident Three-Day Fishing License 
Nonresident One-Day Fishing License 

Resident One-Day Fishing License 
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Fishing in South Dakota - 2003 
Resident Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey 

 
 
 

Dear Angler, 
 

+        
      
 
   
                                                                                                              

      +  
 

 Our records indicate you purchased a South Dakota  
Resident One-Day Fishing License.  The purpose of this survey is to learn more about our 
anglers, especially where you fish, the kinds of fishing you do, what you catch and some 
opinions about fishing.  If you have any questions about this survey please call me at 
605-773-4231 (E-mail: larry.gigliotti@state.sd.us). 

Sincerely,  
Larry Gigliotti 
Planning Coordinator/Human Dimensions Specialist 

   
  Please base your answers for all South Dakota fishing you did in 2003. 

1. About how many total days did you fish in South 
Dakota during the entire year of 2003 (January 1 
through December 31, 2003)? Your best estimate is OK.             
(write zero if you did not do any fishing in 2003 and skip 
ahead to question # 7))           

 

 
     
  [_______] DAYS 

1a)  Were any of the days listed above spent fishing in the Black Hills? 
 

            ∂ No     ∂ Yes à how many days [______] Days fishing in the Black Hills 

1b)  Were any of the days listed above spent fishing in the Missouri River system? 
 

            ∂ No     ∂ Yes à how many days [______] Days fishing in the Missouri River 
 

                           Please check (3) each of ALL the specific waters in the Missouri River  
                           system that you fished last year (2003): 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

∂ 1. Lake Oahe 
∂ 2. Lake Sharpe 
∂ 3. Lake Francis Case 
∂ 4. River below Fort Randall Dam 
∂ 5. Lewis & Clark Lake 
∂ 6. River below Gavins Point Dam 

 

And what percent of your total 
fishing in the Missouri River 
system (listed here) was: 
     from shore  _______% 
 

     from a boat _______% 
 

     through ice _______% 
                                100 % 

 

R-3 
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2. To the best of your ability please estimate how many of the following types of fish 

you caught and how many you kept for all of your fishing in South Dakota in 2003?  
Please write zero (0) if you did not catch or keep any of the fish species listed here. 

Fish Total Caught Total Kept 
Walleye and/or sauger [          ] [          ] 
Bass (largemouth and/or smallmouth) [          ] [          ] 
Northern pike  [          ] [          ] 
Musky (including tiger musky) [          ] [          ] 
Trout (rainbow, brown, brook, lake, splake) [          ] [          ] 
Yellow perch [          ] [          ] 
 
 

3. How would you rate the fishing in South Dakota last year (2003) in terms of numbers 
and size of fish caught?  Please circle only one response. 

 

Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent No Opinion 
      

1 2 3 4 5 6 
 
 
4. During any of your fishing in South Dakota in 2003 did you feel that the area that you 

were fishing was crowded? 
 
 

5. Overall, how satisfied or dissatisfied were you with your total South Dakota fishing 
experience last year (2003)?  Please circle only one response. 

 

Very 
Dissatisfied 

Moderately 
Dissatisfied 

Slightly 
Dissatisfied 

Neutral or  
No Opinion 

Slightly 
Satisfied 

Moderately 
Satisfied 

Very 
Satisfied 

       

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
 

6. During any of your fishing in South Dakota in 2003 did you do any fishing with   
non-resident friends or relatives? 

 

 
7. Here are some statements that may deal with your feelings about catching fish.  

Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following 
statements.  Please circle one number for each item. 

Statement about catching fish Strongly 
Disagree 

Slightly 
Disagree 

Neutral / 
No Opinion 

Slightly 
Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

a. A fishing trip can be satisfying to 
me even if I don’t catch any fish 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 

b. The bigger the fish I catch, the 
better the fishing trip 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 

c. Catching a limit of fish to take 
home is important to me 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 

d. Catching fish is an important      

∂ 1. NO ∂ 2. YES 

∂ 1. NO ∂ 2. YES 
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component of fishing 1 2 3 4 5 

8. In this section we would like you to tell us which conditions and situations you take 
into account when selecting your idea of a “good fishing spot”.  Please circle the 
number that best fits your rating of the importance of each factor to you when 
evaluating what makes a “good fishing spot.” 

 “A Good Fishing Spot” 
Factor (Situations and Conditions) 

Not 
Important 

Slightly 
Important 

Moderately 
Important 

Very 
Important 

 
Critical 

a. few anglers, no crowding 0 1 2 3 4 
 

b. natural beauty of the area 0 1 2 3 4 
 

c. easy fishing access 0 1 2 3 4 
 

d. chance to catch “wild” fish 0 1 2 3 4 
 

e. good shore fishing opportunities 0 1 2 3 4 
 

f. presence of good eating fish 0 1 2 3 4 
 

g. presence of large fish 0 1 2 3 4 
 

h. ability to catch lots of fish 0 1 2 3 4 
 

i. easy boat access 0 1 2 3 4 
 

j. good water quality 0 1 2 3 4 
 

k. close to home 0 1 2 3 4 
 

l. family likes the area 0 1 2 3 4 
 

m. area is stocked with fish 0 1 2 3 4 
 

n. species of fish found there 0 1 2 3 4 
 

o. familiarity with the area   0 1 2 3 4 
 

p. nearby parking spots 0 1 2 3 4 
 

q. because friends fish there 0 1 2 3 4 
 

r. available accommodations 0 1 2 3 4 
 

s. because of the regulations there 0 1 2 3 4 
 

t. past success in the area 0 1 2 3 4 
 

u. solitude of the area 0 1 2 3 4 
 

v. number of fish of “keepable” size 0 1 2 3 4 
 

w. nearness of restaurants 0 1 2 3 4 
 

x. chance to catch a variety of fish 0 1 2 3 4 
 

y. chance to catch fish which qualify 
for GFP Trophy Angler Awards 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 

z. presence of favorite fish 0 1 2 3 4 
 

aa. marina facilities 0 1 2 3 4 
 

bb. bait and tackle shops nearby 0 1 2 3 4 
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cc. good boat fishing opportunities 0 1 2 3 4 
 

Motivations for Fishing 
9. People enjoy fishing for many different reasons.  Please rate the importance of each 

reason for why you like to fish in South Dakota.  Please rate by circling one number 
for each item on the scale from 0 (not at all important) to 7 (very important). 

 

        NOT                 VERY  
IMPORTANT              IMPORTANT 

a) To bring fish home to eat…..…………0      1       2       3       4       5       6       7 
 

b)  To enjoy nature, the outdoors and 
     the beauty of the area………………….0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7 
 

c) For the excitement that fishing 
provides, e.g., the feeling one gets 
when you have a fish on the line, etc…0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7 

 

d) For companionship, enjoying the time  
spent with friends and/or family………0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7 

 

e) To catch a trophy fish to hang on the 
wall or otherwise to demonstrate  
fishing skills and accomplishment……0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7 

 

f) To get away and relax………......….…0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7 
 

g) To learn and perfect fishing skills to  
become a proficient angler ………...…0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7 

 

h) To compete in a fishing tournament .…0       1       2       3       4       5       6       7 
 
 

10. Overall, which statement above best describes the most important reason for why you 
like fishing? 

 

  a b c d e f g         h  
 
Information about Yourself 
 

11. What is your gender?     ∂ 1. Male       ∂ 2. Female 
 
12. What is your age?  _______ YEARS 
 
13. In what county do you live? __________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please feel free to provide comments about fishing in South Dakota by 
attaching them to this questionnaire.  Please return your completed 
questionnaire using the postage-paid reply envelope provided. 
Also, please do not remove your mailing label because the ID number 
provides information about license type, which is needed for the  
analysis of the data. 
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 South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks 

Attention:  Larry Gigliotti 
523 E. Capitol 

Pierre, SD  57501 
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Fishing in South Dakota - 2003 
Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey 

Optional Comments 

 
 

Appendix D 
 

ID:  1 
I would like to see South Dakota fishing seasons closed to non-residents as long as they are 
closed in their home states.  I think some of the more accessible lakes to non-residents get 
fished too hard in the spring, affecting the quality of fishing through the summer and fall.  
Thank you. 
 
ID:  10 
Every angler (no matter where they are from) that fishes the Missouri River system should 
respect the GF&P for the job they do in the management of the lakes and campgrounds 
along the river system.  The money spent for park stickers, licenses, etc., goes to maintaining 
these waters and therefore, is a minimal expense to the angler and his family.  In addition, 
the rules and regulations are for fish production and protection, not fishermen 
discontentment.  Poor numbers, small fish, and other problems are to be shared by everyone 
involved from the greedy, thoughtless angler, management mistakes, down river demands on 
water flow, the wildlife watch dogs, and the list goes on and on.  In short the dams were built 
for flood control and electric power, and when possible, keep water flow up for barge traffic 
and other river power all the way down the river.  The lakes, fishing, and camping are a 
bonus; enjoy it, but understand and respect it so our children can do the same! 
 
ID:  15 
I feel it would be beneficial to educate as many people as possible about fish and their 
biology.  I have a fisheries background and I believe that helps me to understand why some 
fishing regulations are in place.  SD GF&P does a fantastic job of dealing with issues on a 
pro-active basis!  Keep up the good work!  I feel comfortable that my family and I will always 
have an opportunity to have quality fishing in this state. 
 
ID:  17 
It is very confusing having a different length limit on every different lake.  Set one size limit 
and leave it.  Need to check out-of-state fishermen more than residents.  Non-residents either 
don’t care about length limits or don’t read the regulation book. 
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ID:  20 
If you were to ask or lotto the amount of people to pass on the year for fishing, at least take a 
reimbursement of what the cost would be of one license!  Also, a Conservation License would 
be ideal for a fisherman like myself who does not always have the time to get out!  A 
wonderful option for the part-time angler!  I would also only set up a lotto position for out-of-
staters to limit the amount able to fish during the spring or throughout the year!  Sincerely. 
 
ID:  22 
I feel that non-resident fees should be increased greatly.  Also, I feel that non-residents who 
live in states that have restrictions on spring walleye fishing should have to follow the same 
restrictions here, simply to provide better opportunities for residents.  I live close to the border 
of Minnesota and I see lots of non-residents every spring taking limit after limit of walleyes 
home; because if they do lots of damage to the population of fish here, they will just stay 
home and fish better restricted waters with bigger fish. 
 
ID:  28 
My entire reason for purchasing a license is to keep my husband company while he fishes.  
We have purchased non-resident fishing licenses in Minnesota.  They offer a husband/wife 
combo license and family.  Any thought to offering anything similar? 
 
ID:  35 
After completing this questionnaire, I should qualify for a free license in 2004! 
 
ID:  36 
If it weren’t for my son, I probably would have never started fishing.  When you’re 45 and your 
14-year-old boy asks for a chance just to go fishing, what do you do?  He wanted some time 
where we could just hang out and talk.  I didn’t even have a pole or the gear.  I learned a lot 
from my sons, and have enjoyed it.  I just don’t always have the time. 
 
ID:  37 
A free license for 2004! 
 
ID:  39 
I go fishing at Swan Lake.  There are too many carp and people go there to shoot them with 
bow and arrows, and guns. 
 
ID:  40 
It was very sad last year fishing by Dock 44 on the river.  A couple of times there were small 
dead walleyes floating around everywhere.  For a couple of weeks it seemed that the smaller 
walleye were biting in deep water and people were trying to release them since they were just 
under the minimum size length. 
 
Also, I really think they need to do something about non-residents in the spring.  A lot of 
anglers from South Dakota stopped fishing in the spring since it is so overrun by out-of-
staters.  Even the campgrounds are full because of them.  I just don’t think it is fair for a 
South Dakota angler and camper to sit at home for the weekend because everything is full 
from Iowa and Minnesota people.  When it comes to hunting in South Dakota, we have first 
pick and then non-residents have a choice. 
 
ID:  41 
We always hear about the economic value that non-resident fishermen and women bring to 
South Dakota.  Considering the value they place on South Dakota fishing, you could easily 
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double the license fees or more and not lose any of them.  When you look at the cost of the 
boats, trucks, and traveling expenses each time they come; license expenses are irrelevant 
(about the cost of one tank of gas). 
 
ID:  42 
Too many tournaments.  They are the worst abusers of the rules – high-grading. 
 
ID:  43 
Lake Alvin is a nice little lake with good facilities and nice boat docks, but there’s no fish in it 
except a billion small bluegills or crappies.  An occasional small bass or northern and a slew 
of carp.  You could put in some big walleyes with size and limit restrictions, like Beaver Lake.  
Stock small walleyes and put a 16-inch size limit to let them get big, and put on a 2 fish daily 
limit. 
 
ID:  45 
Regarding Question 61 – it would require a trip elsewhere – maybe to Europe. 
 
Regarding Question 54 – I trust the SD GF&P to make wise decisions regarding the 
management of the natural resources, taking into consideration the nesting habits of the 
wildlife. 
 
ID:  48 
I mostly fish with my husband and would love to have more time to do so.  We have had 
many great times.  All interactions with GF&P employees have been positive ones. 
 
ID:  49 
It is bothersome that all over eastern South Dakota on any given day it seems that there are 
25 boats.  20 of them are from Iowa, 3 from Minnesota, and 2 from South Dakota. 
 
Also, the availability to fish bass, especially largemouth bass, is virtually non-existent in 
eastern South Dakota.  I think it would be advantageous for South Dakota to expand its bass 
fishing opportunities in the east. 
 
Holiday time fishing in the summer months is terrible on some lakes.  Recreational activities 
(i.e., skiing and jet skis) are often very rude to those fishing.  I had a Jet Ski pass between my 
line and me several times this past season. 
 
ID:  55 
Snake Creek Area – needs more boat ramps and more parking by the ramps, especially on 
weekends and holidays. 
 
ID:  57 
I as well as many others who have a great passion fishing for catfish along the Sioux River, 
especially the James River, which is my very favorite, would enjoy seeing a few more nice 
access areas to launch smaller type boats into the river for which they are far and few in 
between.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  58 
Try to cut your costs.  I would be curious to see what this touchy feely survey costs and what 
good it does (conduct these personally).  You people should get out and personally talk to 
anglers in some manner (the GF&P personnel, not the commissioners). 
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Each conservation officer or biologist should have to mandatory put in 4 hours of 40 (or 10%) 
of their state wage (or federal if the money comes from them) to talk to customers (people) 
and hosts (landowners). 
 
Manage the fish, but don’t make any biological changes that screw up a species that might 
become endangered because some survey said that largemouth bass are what people want 
and thus, they eat all the shiners.  Don’t be that dumb.  Think things through and do what is 
good for all of South Dakota and not just fishermen. 
 
ID:  59 
Fishing rocks. 
 
ID:  61 
I don’t fish that often, I’m a girl that is more of a girly-girl.  The only reason I get my license is 
because I was going camping with a friend’s family that weekend.  I probably only fished for 
10 minutes at the most.  I spend my time doing and worrying about other things.  These 
surveys are dumb, but if they help you, then send them to people that get their license more 
often or renewed; they care!  Thanks. 
 
ID:  68 
I fish occasionally with my husband.  I enjoy the camping that goes along with our fishing 
trips. 
 
ID:  83 
As I age and time will permit, I intend to fish many days per year in South Dakota.  I hope that 
everyone can think of fishing as being a great activity and catching is a bonus. 
 
ID:  95 
Mosquitoes carrying West Nile Virus kept me from fishing as much as I would have like to in 
2003.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  97 
I think fishing and hunting are both turning into a rich people recreation activities.  If this 
continues it will be hard for me to give my children the opportunities to experience these 
things. 
 
ID:  102 
It is good to have regulations at boat ramps.  Should have asked how important to get rid of 
carp and bullheads.  Kill the carp!  Long live the game fish. 
 
ID:  104 
We need less regulation and fewer people in the office doing dumb things like this survey.  
Get off your butt and get out of the office.  (This person did not fill out or complete the 
survey). 
 
ID:  111 
Overall fishing in South Dakota is awesome; not too happy with all the non-residents as they 
think and act like th3ey own the water, but as long as it helps bring in money to make better 
places to fish, I guess I will deal with it. 
 
P.S.  Too bad we couldn’t make rain to fill the lakes back up.  If there is anything I can do, 
please contact me, and I would love to be a game warden. 
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ID:  112 
1. I would like to see a resident family-fishing license offered.  For my wife, son and I it costs 

$63 per year!  The annual non-resident family fishing is $59 per year.  The GF&P needs 
to promote family fishing (resident) in South Dakota! 

 
2. I would like to see more resources (dollars and manpower) used for fishing improvements 

of East River (Glacial Lakes region) lakes and ponds.  Some improvements I would like 
to see are: A) A boat landing/access, parking areas, and primitive rest room created on 
Twin Lakes/West Hwy 81 in Brookings and Kingsbury counties.  This is a wonderful 
fishery that just needs a formal, public access point.  B) Winter time lake aeration of 
some of the most winterkill likely lakes.  C) Increased stocking of walleye in Glacial Lakes 
region lakes. 

 
ID:  113 
I fish at Sinai, Thompson, and Poinsett.  All from shore (waders).  Shore fishing allows a 
quiet, nature-like experience.  Can there be a law that states boat fishermen must stay at 
least 50 yards away from shore fishermen, unless it’s near a boat access?  I know it would be 
hard to enforce, but stating it would help with boater’s lack of manners. 
 
I grew up fishing in northern Minnesota, where lakes are crystal clear.  Except for Cochrane, 
the lakes are much too green to enjoy water activities.  Any solution would be great.  I realize 
it’s complicated.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  114 
I truly enjoy fishing in South Dakota, and as an avid sportsman, I would like to see the rivers 
cleaned up.  Every time I do get out and fish I spend an hour or so cleaning up after others.  If 
I was a landowner, I would not let anyone fish on it. 
 
ID:  117 
It has been my experience that the GF&P have been doing an excellent job of managing the 
fishing resources in this state.  Keep up the good work! 
 
ID:  118 
More panfish stocking! 
 
ID:  121 
Tournament fishing should be banned! 
 
ID:  127 
See notes written by individual questions: 
 
Question No. 2  – There are a lot of small bullheads. 
 
Question No. 41 – I am not worried about eating fish caught in South Dakota. 
 
Question No. 50 – I don’t understand a lot of the fishing handbook the way it is written.   
This survey is easier to understand than the book. 
 
Question No. 59 – I think the money should come from another source other than license 
fees for additional work on water quality and habitat improvements. 
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I an new at this as an adult and it would have helped a lot if I had been given more guidance 
and more understandable information.   
 
ID:  138 
I feel that no one could pay me enough money to quit fishing.  Even though I am not a 
professional angler, I love to fish.  It is one of my favorite past times.  I do not compare the 
value of fishing to the value of money. 
 
ID:  139 
Some boat ramps are in total need of repair and need to be structured so they are still 
useable with rising or lowering levels of lakes. 
 
ID:  140 
I can’t imagine not being able to fish in South Dakota. 
 
ID:  141 
I do most of my fishing at Lake Alvin for crappies through the ice.  I put all fish back because 
they are a couple inches short of a good length to clean and eat. 
 
ID:  142 
See comments: 
 
Question No. 8 – Too many Iowa people.  
 
Question No. 9 – The fishing in South Dakota isn’t too crowded if you are up at 4:00 a.m. and 
done by noon. 
 
Question No. 61 – It costs us $150 round trip from Canton to Platte.  When you consider the 
gas in the boat and pickup, food, and fishing supplies, you really don’t bring a lot of food 
home, but it’s fun – it is expensive. 
 
ID:  149 
There should be a family resident fishing/hunting package. 
 
ID:  151 
How about “family” resident fishing license – $50 a year?  Shame to throw under-size limit 
fish back in the water if they are going to die anyway from swallowing the hook. 
 
ID:  153 
It seems that many times when I fish on the Missouri River system that more than 70% of the 
boats are non-residents.  The quality of fish is deteriorating each year.  I and my friends are 
now planning trips to other states, because of these conditions. 
 
I don’t want to have non-resident anglers fishing in South Dakota when their states are 
closed. 
 
I would be very much in favor of raising the non-resident fees substantially. 
 
ID:  169 
It is critical that something be done about the low water levels on the Missouri River.  The 
amount of boat ramps that are now inaccessible is unacceptable. 
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ID:  178 
Thank you for this opportunity!  I love fishing in South Dakota and appreciate the work you 
do! 
 
ID:  184 
Pertaining to Questions 48 & 49 – I feel we should have a spring closure for non-resident 
anglers. 
 
ID:  185 
Spring closure for walleyes for non-residents is something that I would strongly support. 
 
ID:  193 
I would like to see better fishing.  We enjoy getting away, but we get disappointed if no fish 
are caught.  We do however, shore fish. 
 
ID:  197 
I feel another issue is promoting the harvest of rough fish.  Protect our lakes from spurge or 
zebra clams.  Have wash stations to disinfect boats before entering our waters and a log 
kept. 
 
The Missouri River flows should be controlled to help the fishing grow and endangered 
species.  If the barges need water, let them build their own dam. 
 
ID:  199 
I think some people have too much of a heart attack about non-residents in South Dakota.  
They bring in a lot of money.  I have friends and family in Iowa and we follow the rules and 
regulations to the T.  I don’t see the problem. 
 
I think there should be something done about catching a fish under minimum length and 
having to throw it back if you know it’s going to die.  Although, I also know people will 
purposely kill fish to keep it. 
 
ID:  202 
I noticed in 2003, that the Sioux River was very low due to low precipitation.  Yet, farmers still 
pumped water from the river at places where the water was almost gone.  During drought, 
should there be regulations on farmers on taking water from low rivers? 
 
ID:  204 
Close down fishing in the spring and let the walleyes spawn! 
 
ID:  208 
I love fishing in South Dakota.  Overcrowding has never been an issue where I fish, which is 
a big part of my enjoyment.  I feel our water quality, especially on the Missouri River, is very 
good.  I appreciate the efforts taken to ensure good fishing opportunities in the future. 
 
ID:  218 
I feel that the regulations should be more uniform from lake to lake to make it easier for 
anglers to follow the laws when they fish more than one body of water.  I would be more likely 
to fish other lakes more often if the regulations were easier to follow. 
 
 
 



Fishing in South Dakota – 2003      Resident Angler Comments 
Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey    Appendix D 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 

512  

ID:  224 
More programs should be initiated to encourage the involvement of youths.  Non-resident 
fees should be lowered to encourage more people to fish South Dakota waters. 
 
ID:  226 
The West Nile Virus was probably the biggest drawback of not doing much fishing in 2003. 
 
ID:  231 
I like to go fishing in the spring, summer, and fall because this is my favorite pastime.  I don’t 
do any ice fishing at all.  Your friend. 
 
ID:  235 
Have more handicapped places to fish. 
 
ID:  241 
What happened?  There was no fish last year and the water was extremely low.  Also noticed 
during 2004, foam by airport 6 feet high for one day.  Possibly enforce and increase fines for 
polluting and littering of water. 
 
ID:  243 
I think for the most part that fishing in South Dakota is going in the right direction.  I’m getting 
very worried about the cost of the fishing license.  Some of my friends that are non-residents 
think the cost of the license is too much.  I think we need to make more lakes deeper so we 
don’t have so much winterkills.  I think residents should have more say in what goes on in 
fishing.  Thank you very much. 
 
ID:  245 
I am a family man with kids and I feel it costs way too much for a family to go fishing in a 
state they live in.  We always hear about families not doing things together, maybe this is 
why.  It’s okay for a man in South Dakota to work for $10 an hour, but has to pay that amount 
to relax in South Dakota.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  249 
Put a size limit on Lake Thompson for walleyes.  
 
ID:  252 
I love to fish, and I would like to fish a lot more if I had the time.  One day I will. 
 
ID:  259 
I live on and fish only on Wall Lake.  There are too many rough fish in Wall Lake.  Get rid of 
them. 
 
ID:  261 
To stop high-grading in the state, we should take after Canada.  If you want to keep it, you kill 
it and put it on ice.  We called it the dead well. 
 
ID:  265 
I think the season should be closed during spawning to non-residents.  They take several 
females that are full of eggs.  Also, an increase in non-resident licenses would be justified 
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ID:  266 
Close the season in the spring to non-residents.  They take a lot of pregnant females.  Also, 
increase the license fee for non-residents or have the license for a limited number of days, 
similar to pheasant licenses. 
 
ID:  277 
1. I think they should raise out-of-state license fees. 
 
2. I am of the opinion fishing season should be closed during spawning season in the spring 

of the year. 
 
ID:  278 
We did not fish or use the camping and playgrounds any longer; due to the fact our family 
and friends were treated different from us and not given the same benefits as we were given.  
They come to South Dakota to enjoy our state, but they left early because it cost them so 
much more to stay as a non-resident. 
 
ID:  283 
I don’t think I’ll get a fishing license this year.  There isn’t many fish in my area anymore.  I 
can’t get around very good, as I use a wheelchair and there just isn’t any place to go fishing.  
I think I’ll get a park sticker this year instead, I can’t afford both; they’re both too expensive.  I 
don’t see many improvements in my area for all the increases in license fees.  It all goes to 
the stocking the Missouri River and Governor’s Pheasant Hunt. 
 
ID:  284 
With all the tournaments every weekend there is not enough parking for the handicapped; 
you know the disabled are fishing people, also.  They cannot walk or run 100 feet or 2 blocks, 
like the smart A______ tournament fishing men, which are not considerate.  There better be 
something done at the parking lots for the disabled – Snake Creek and the Chamberlain 
areas.  My fishing partner and fishing buddy is handicapped (my wife).  You asked for my 
opinion.  
 
ID:  286 
Why isn’t there an annual resident family fishing license?  If you and your wife buy a license it 
costs you $42.00.  If you’re a non-resident it would only cost $59.  That doesn’t sound too 
fair.  If you had higher fees for non-resident licenses, you could have lower fees for resident 
licenses. 
 
ID:  291 
I would like to see more camping spots (sites) available on lakes, whether state or privately 
managed.  It would be great to have the chance to fish in a state managed bass tournament 
or league! 
 
ID:  294 
I think tournament fishing on any waters or boat ramps should be limited to one per month; 
depending on how many docks and parking areas are available. 
 
ID:  307 
Raise prices on out-of-state licenses.  Out-of-state fishermen come to South Dakota for 
mainly walleyes.  They are being over-fished on the rivers, hence all of the small walleyes.  
Every time I see someone getting arrested for being over the legal limit they are caught on 
the Missouri River and usually have way too many walleyes.  If they want to abuse the 
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privilege, make them pay for it to being with.  The ones who usually got caught with large 
numbers of fish are usually from out of state.  Here’s a thought for everyone: Minnesota is the 
land of 10,000 lakes, why even come here? 
 
ID:  313 
Some South Dakota residents are from low-income families and are no/or eligible for food 
stamps.  It may be an interest to some to be reimbursed for the cost of a fishing license (a 
yearly license) if qualified for or on food stamps.  Fish can be consumed and used as a food 
source.  This is a big reason why I fish.  It helps reduce my monthly grocery bill when I have 
enough fish in the freezer. 
 
ID:  318 
There should be signs posted on water that are in question of the safety of eating fish. 
 
ID:  331 
More programs to encourage young people to fish with clear and open regulations for young 
people would help the sport.  Make sure a kid who lives along a river or lake can freely spend 
time fishing alone or with friends.  We’ll have more healthy kids. 
 
ID:  346 
I would like to see more detailed and updated fishing reports by the conservation officers and 
the state, even if it means me paying a fee for it.  I realize that this takes participation by the 
angler.   
 
I live in a “fringe area” (Marion) when it comes to ice fishing, and have a difficult time finding 
“the place” within 30 or 40 miles to fish.  If I drive 2 or more hours or even anywhere north of 
lets say Highway 14, I can usually have fair or good results. 
 
Since I’m a farmer my time allotment to fish is limited, and around here it is a “hit and miss” 
more so than farther north.  More information would be helpful, but to be objective, 
sometimes that is not possible.  That is the nature of the sport.  It’s still my greatest pastime!  
 
ID:  358 
I am a big fan of bow-fishing and think that we should be able to fish in all the same spots as 
all fishing state parks and other state run areas.  But to think that if you bow fish you have to 
take what you catch and not leave lay on shore; this is what is really not right about all of this.  
If we could have a license just for bow-fishing and be allowed to fish in all areas and not be 
shut out; than let’s have all things the same. 
 
ID:  364 
Our family and another family have enjoyed camping and fishing at Lake Francis Case for 
several years.  It is great that the state provides camping areas and boat ramps for our 
enjoyment! 
 
ID:  368 
For years we didn’t have a boat ramp in Union County.  The one they put in at Jefferson, SD 
should be facing the river; instead it’s the wrong way.  Once they lower the river you cannot 
get out there, it fills in with sand.  In the fall of the year you can hardly get a flat bottom boat in 
and out.  The game warden told me they were going to dig it out this year, but it won’t do any 
good because it will fill back in.  Why can’t the state put one in like they have in Vermillion, so 
us duck hunters can get out there?  The ramp we have is worthless. 
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ID:  373 
Too many people are driving to fast and careless on the waters.  Too many recreational toys 
in fishing areas. 
 
ID:  377 
I archery fish and the regulations need to be more specific about the “shooting” of rough fish 
in tailwaters below Gavins Point Dam during archery paddlefish season. 
 
ID:  385 
We are retired residents of Turner County and love to fish when able and do go to eat the 
fish.  My husband’s license is a lower price, but mine isn’t.  Living on a fixed (Social Security) 
income, I think both of us should have the price lowered.  The officers we have encountered 
are very friendly and informative to us.  We enjoy fishing. 
 
ID:  388 
When it comes to high-grading sometimes you might have a certain size fish limit and are 
fishing for the other one’s in the size limit and you hook one that you can’t keep, but hook it 
so that it would die.  I would support keeping that one and letting one in the livewell go, 
because it would at least have a chance to live. 
 
ID:  391 
Waubay Management – Thank you for putting the emergency size limit on the lake.  The 16 - 
20 inch size was perfect for reducing the number of “quality” fish in the lake.  I think it took 
only 3 summers to clean them out!  Now after a couple of years of not being able to catch fish 
over 16 inches we have an abundance of 15 to 15 ½ inch walleyes that will reach the 16 inch 
mark in a year or so, but why wait that long now.  Great idea to reduce the size limit (2004) so 
we can reduce the number of this year class to match the 16 to 20 inch (field); are we micro-
managing? 
 
The best management I’ve seen so far is your Rearing Pond System.  The fish grow; you 
open up the fishing; and people fish it out and move to the next one.  Same with lakes; the 
fish grow, they fish it out, and then move to the next lake.  After 4 to 5 years of not fishing a 
lake that had been fished out, the fish are at catchable size again.  Thanks to your Superior 
Stocking Program.  Good job! 
 
ID:  394 
Caution should be exercised when using dollar amount entered in Question No. 61, in 
arriving at any conclusion.  It is entirely dependent upon household income and discretionary 
dollars. 
 
ID:  398 
I think that too much emphasis has been placed on walleye for all waters in the state.  I think 
there should be more panfish allowed or concentrated on to populate some waters for more 
family friendly fishing experiences. 
 
ID:  400 
I believe the Lake Oahe Annual Fishing fee of seven dollars should be raised just like 
everywhere else.  That is some of the best walleye fishing in the state, and the extra fee 
could be sued for management. 
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ID:  404 
I go fishing with my father, my husband, and children.  We all have a great time even if we 
don’t catch any fish.  Many years I don’t get a license because of the cost vs. the number of 
times I use it.  I’m happy just watching my kids fish.  I think the Conservation License is an 
excellent idea.  Also as a side note, we visited the fish hatchery in Yankton this summer and 
really enjoyed throwing grasshoppers to the bass.  Thanks for welcoming the public to this 
facility. 
 
ID:  405 
It seems that conservation officers would be familiar with people fishing 3 to 4 times a week 
and should concentrate their efforts on possession limits violations. 
 
ID:  406 
As I have fished in the past and have many friends that fish, I feel the biggest problem with 
fishing and fish populations is the control of the level of the dam systems on the river, i.e., 
loss of spawning beds and amount of food fish. 
 
I believe the state should leave some fishing/boat landing areas primitive, such as Elm Creek.  
I was disappointed when Buryanek was “improved”! 
 
ID:  407 
Our fishing this past year was a disappointment due to the constant changes in water levels 
of the Missouri River.  It was very upsetting to take off to go fishing, only to find that the water 
level had dropped from the day before.  Something needs to be done about the water level 
control!  It was very disappointing not to catch anything, but one carp all summer.  We 
normally fish between Springfield and Yankton and this year was a disappointment. 
 
ID:  418 
Question No. 61 is a stupid question! 
 
ID:  426 
Too much time is spent on making non-residents happy (cost of license) while residents 
seem to pick up the tab? 
 
ID:  428 
As of being a South Dakotan, and as much as I like to fish, the fishing on all lakes on the river 
system has gone down hill in the past 10 years; bad.  I think it should come to a vote for out-
of-staters to stay out until May 15th, like their states.  I have drove around in Chamberlain and 
in the parking lots I have counted 86 out-of-state trucks and 12 in-state trucks, and that is one 
parking lot.  I have seen a lot of out-of-state people take nice female walleyes with eggs in 
them.  I tried to tell them that is a lot of future fish.  They said, we paid for a license; they don’t 
care.  They said, so I would like to see a vote on this, and let the people of South Dakota take 
care of the fish, as it will come back.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  429 
1. I’ve really been wanting to go paddle fishing during snagging season during October, but 

each year I’ve applied I haven’t received a tag.  Is there anyway tags can be increased or 
a way to better my chances at receiving one? 

 
2. I hear how popular Canadian fishing is and was thinking if South Dakota would turn one 

of their lakes into a catch-and-release only, people would fish and pay to fish to have a 
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chance at catching these huge game fish.  It would be good for bringing others to fish in 
South Dakota and people would have the enjoyment of catching a giant, like in Canada. 

 
ID:  430 
Fishing is a good way for families to spend quality time together, especially in today’s hurry 
up world.  I would not give up any of the time my family has fished together. 
 
ID:  431 
Too much pressure on Lake Thompson ruined the lake and people moved on to Waubay 
Lake; ruining that lake.  Sometimes more restrictions would be okay.  GF&P need to look at 
the overpopulation problem of bullheads in area lakes. 
 
ID:  433 
I sure would like to catch the people who clean their fish by the water and then dump the 
cleanings in the water where the next person comes to fish. 
 
ID:  437 
You can’t put a price on Question No. 61. 
 
ID:  450 
What is the size limit for walleyes below Gavins Point Dam?  Not part of the fishing 
handbook. 
 
ID:  454 
The only reason I fish is to show my son what it’s about . . . well that and occasional 
amusement while sailing.  If there were a Conservation License I would buy it.  The amount 
for a license compared to the amount of fishing I do, really sometimes isn’t worth the cost . . . 
such that I may not buy a license next year. 
 
ID:  466 
Since I look the time to fill this out, you should lower the cost of resident licenses in the Clay 
County area!  Thank you! 
 
ID:  486 
Thank you to the GF&P for the wonderful job you do at South Dakota’s lakes, river, and 
streams! 
 
I fish for the relaxation and enjoyment of being out with Mother Nature, not to keep fish.   
 
Henry David Thoreau said: “Men have been fishing for years without realizing it’s not the fish 
that they’re after.”  How true!  Thank you! 
 
ID:  488 
I don’t agree with the slot limits. 
 
ID:  493 
I live in Yankton, SD where I fish the Lewis and Clark Lake a lot and below the dam off and 
on.  Spring and fall is a very hearing fishing time.  The walleyes don’t seem to be too active in 
the summer.  I am a resident of Yankton and I love to fish as much as anyone else.  The only 
problem I have is the lack of checking anglers during the fall and springtime when the fishing 
is the most active.  There have been rumors that out-of-state anglers are piling up on as 
many walleyes as they can, well over their limit.  I honestly have not seen a game and parks 
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officer around during the heavy fishing season.  You see them in the summer a lot.  Some 
local anglers have said they’ve seen anglers put in more walleyes in their livewell than they 
should.  Why these people are not being reported, I don’t know.  I have never personally 
seen people keeping too many walleyes, but I don’t doubt it if it happens.  If there is nobody 
around to check, I guess it makes it easier to get away with a crime.  Then Yankton area 
needs to be checked more often during the fall and spring times to crack down on people 
keeping over their limits or even size regulation.  Plus, too many big fish are being kept in the 
Lewis and Clark Lake.  A slot limit needs to be enforced.  More 6 to 12 pound walleyes are 
showing up and being kept.  Lewis and Clark Lake is a great place to fish and camp.  There 
are a lot more walleyes in it than people thought.  We need to control the habitat of walleyes 
by controlling the anglers better. 
 
ID:  495 
I feel there should be a size limit on channel catfish.  I have noticed many times the 
harvesting of channel catfish less than seven inches long.  On more than one occasion, I’ve 
noticed the harvesting of these fish by 20 or 30 fish per angler.  I feel it is wrong for catfish of 
this size to be kept.  Fines should be enforced for this activity.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  497 
Question No. 61 was not a good idea.  A real fisherman cannot put a monetary value on 
fishing.  There does not necessarily need to be a ban on walleye in the spring of the year, but 
definitely stricter limitations on size and bag allotments.  Most bass species could also be 
added to the idea of limiting size and limits during spawn in the springtime. 
 
ID:  504 
Out-of-state licenses should cost more.  Fishing season should be closed for out-of-state 
fishermen from February 28th through the 1st Saturday of May (like Minnesota); South Dakota 
is being abused.  If they want to fish our waters, they should and would be willing to pay 
more.  Same goes for pheasant season and out-of-staters. 
 
ID:  507 
I enjoy living close to Lewis and Clark Lake.  It is only one mile to the boat launch and clean.  
Fishing and boating is a very important part of living where we do.  I am very happy with the 
facilities in the area.  I personally catch-and-release if I want.  If I want fish to eat, I buy it or 
go to Murdos on Friday nights for all you can eat walleye! 
 
I think the snagging season for paddlefish is not good.  I have seen many fish fight to 
exhaustion and belly up after being caught.  If the fish is within the size limits, they should 
keep it and not keep fishing, waiting for the biggest. 
 
ID:  508 
Lewis and Clark Lake needs to have a size limit restriction placed on walleyes! 
 
There are too many Minnesota and Iowa fishermen in South Dakota.  Increase fishing fees 
for non-residents. 
 
ID:  516 
Randy received services from the Training Center.  His biggest enjoyment in life is to go 
fishing.  Every year we struggle to find someone he can fish with when his dad can’t take him 
out.    There is actually no dollar value that could ever be placed on the enjoyment he gets 
from fishing! 
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I think the parks personnel need to check on permits.  There are a lot of fishermen whom do 
not have a permit.  To me fishing is a relaxing quiet enjoyable time.  Not a time to fish and 
worry if you’ll get caught.  I feel the fines for fishing and no permit should be 5x the amount of 
a license.  Non-residents should be double the cost of a permit now, and 10x the cost the fine 
for no permit.  A lot of this does go on.  I myself have never fished before, but bought a 
license and tried it.  It was fun and enjoyable, something new, relaxing, and quiet.  I do think 
fishing; using a lot of technology is crazy.  Maybe someday the fish will outsmart us and 
develop laser sensitive scales to avoid the “radar”.  What ever happened to good old-
fashioned fishing, i.e., rod, reel, and a little worm? 
 
ID:  520 
I hope to be able to fish more this coming year, we really have a nice time fishing, and I plan 
on spending more time this year.  
 
ID:  523 
I have fished Lake Yankton for over 20 years.  It was my first fishing spot as a small child.  I 
remember being able to catch sunfish and largemouth bass from shore.  As time went on, the 
shoreline fishing became diminished by the presence of moss.  Now you have to use a boat 
just so you can reach open water.  This is a problem for anglers who don’t have access to a 
boat.  Lake Yankton has a great tradition; in my opinion, of providing anglers excellent 
sunfish, largemouth bass and northern pike fishing.  If all anglers could take advantage of 
this, it would be greatly appreciated. 
 
ID:  538 
The annual fishing license should be smaller, about the size of a driver’s license. 
 
ID:  541 
This spring there was one weekend that I witnessed at least 40 boats with a minimum of two 
people in their boats.  A conservative guess of 100 fishermen having what could be 
considered an excellent weekend of fishing.  After doing the math, I was shocked to think that 
probably 900 to 1,000 or more walleye/sauger were probably harvested in that one weekend!  
It probably wouldn’t make me as mad as it did if 90% of the boats weren’t from Iowa.  I don’t 
know how many more years Lewis and Clark Lake can take harvesting like that and stay and 
excellent walleye lake.  I catch-and-release 90 to 95% of the fish I catch and I don’t like to 
see the harvesting of one of my favorite pastimes by out-of-staters.  Maybe we should reduce 
possession limits for out-of-states.   
 
P.S.  How many walleye does the GF&P think there are in the Missouri River; in particular 
Lewis and Clark Lake?  I would really like to know.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  546 
I didn’t get a questionnaire until this one.  I will try to fill out all surveys GF&P send to me.  I 
didn’t answer Question No. 61.  We love to camp and fish even though we don’t always score 
the big one.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  548 
Question No. 61 – Really no way to put a dollar amount on something so important to 
enjoying my life . . . but put in a $# anyway. 
 
ID:  550 
Instead of GF&P concentrating on the big lakes, they should spend time on upkeep of smaller 
lakes.  Not everybody fished for walleye or has a boat.  So by developing smaller lakes for 
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family access, fishing will not end up like hunting in South Dakota, and still be available to 
everyone to have access to great fishing locations. 
 
ID:  580 
We need to keep the Missouri River walleye fishing strong with trophy fishing. 
 
ID:  583 
Overall I am pleased with my South Dakota fishing experiences.  I appreciate the efforts of 
GF&P for ensuring that for mine and others futures.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  590 
I think the reason Iowa and Minnesota come to South Dakota is because it has a two-day 
possession limit on fish where their state has a one-day possession limit; their daily is their 
possession limit. 
 
ID:  593 
§ No GPS fishing 
§ Walleye size limits 15” – 18” and one over 24” 
§ Tournaments from Monday to Thursday; no weekends 
§ Non-residents not to fish from mid-February until early May 
 
ID:  607 
All reservoirs on the Missouri River system should be closed from March until May to out-of-
staters that cannot fish in their own states. 
 
ID:  611 
I prefer to fish in Minnesota. 
 
ID:  627 
I really don’t know how much it would cost to give up fishing for a year, as I have had to for 
various reasons and missed it very much.  I usually don’t get to go often enough, as is.  I also 
may have a chance to go more this year, as my health is somewhat better and the license will 
be more affordable, as I will be 65 and the price will be better for the license.  I would like to 
see this dropped at an earlier age. 
 
ID:  629 
All fishing is done at Lake Madison.  The family enjoyed fishing this lake at property on the 
north side.  The north side needs to be managed on water quality (around July every year).  
The water turns into, what looks like Green Jell-O, very thick looking water and the wind 
blows it into our cove, which is not far from the state hatchery. 
 
Water quality needs to be checked; not just for people, but for quality of fishing from the dock.  
Would happily pay extra to bring up quality of Lake Madison.  Check run-off of fertilizer from 
farms.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  635 
I would be very opposed to having fishing closed for certain parts of the season, but would 
find decreased bag limits in the spring an acceptable alternative.   
 
Keeping the regulations as simple as possible is important to keep the sport fun and relaxing. 
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ID:  636 
More fishing opportunities within a 30 mile (or less) radius of Sioux Falls would be much 
appreciated.  I understand there may be some water quality issues on some of these waters 
that would perhaps not support some species. 
 
ID:  646 
I’m not familiar with any lake areas to fish in the Sioux Falls area, that is why my fishing has 
been limited.  I have only lived here for 2 years.  I do most of my fishing in Minnesota 
because I am familiar in many areas that I can fish.  If at all possible I would appreciate if you 
could send me a map with local public fishing areas in the Sioux Falls area.  Thank You! 
 
ID:  653 
I have been fishing at Roubaix Lake in the Black Hills for 35 years.  I find it very relaxing and 
enjoyable.  However, it has always been an area that is over-fished.  The GF&P needs to 
stock it more frequently and/or with a greater number of trout. 
 
ID:  654 
I’ve been fishing on the river for 30 plus years.  Catching the “keeper” is always exciting, but 
fishing is so much more.  It’s keeping family traditions alive!   
 
ID:  658 
Need more days “ice”. 
 
ID:  661 
My wife and I feel that people are not watched enough.  We also do a lot of family fishing 
from shore, and feel that there aren’t enough good fishing areas for us.  The one’s that are 
there are either very crowded or you never catch any fish.  It makes it very hard to get 
younger people interested in the sport when they fish all day and catch small fish or none at 
all.  In South Dakota, recreations for family are becoming more and more expensive.  
Children under 18 or family discounts would attract more people, and would have parents 
teaching children proper fishing. 
 
ID:  664 
Out-of-staters should not be allowed to fish in South Dakota when their seasons are closed in 
the spring.  Most of the over-crowding is because of out-of-staters. 
 
ID:  669 
Fishing and camping is very important to me.  My summer is filled with these activities.  I look 
forward to doing this every summer. 
 
ID:  672 
I would like to see more done to the water level of the Missouri River (Lake Francis Case), 
this is crazy! 
 
ID:  673 
Although I personally do not fish often, I am with my husband almost weekly at the river near 
chamberlain.  The area is saturated with out-of-state fishermen.  Many times we see them 
cleaning very small walleyes.  I feel there should always be a size limit enforced.  I like the 
catch-and-release policy, which is used in many tournaments. 
 
ID:  678 
You need to charge non-resident fishermen at least triple of what they are paying now! 
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ID:  679 
I have enjoyed fishing in South Dakota since I was a young kid, and in the last few years I 
have taken it up again along with my father and friends.  For the most part, I have no 
complaints, but a couple.  I do dislike tournaments because they over-harvest and overcrowd 
the lakes and then that can lead to less enjoyment for the rest of us.  I also think the fishing 
handbook could be easier to read and find the info you are looking for.  Otherwise, we have a 
great thing in this state with the fishing we can enjoy.  One last thing, I am a busy person and 
I find this survey very long. 
 
ID:  685 
Refer to Question Nos. 47 & 48 – Close spring fishing for non-residents during the timeframe 
that they can'’ fish in their states.   
 
Refer to Question No. 57C – Raise out-of-state (non-resident) fees. 
 
Refer to Question No. 58 – I didn’t keep even ½ limit! 
 
We normally get out at least 3 times more than we did in 2003 (30 to 35 days).  I would still 
have answered the questions the same.  The fishing (catching) the last few years has been 
horrible.  We didn’t get enough for dinner for two, let alone bring some (any) home; most 
days out. 
 
ID:  698 
Question No. 61 – This is how I get away, relax and enjoy time with friends and family.  I 
could not give up the only sport that I enjoy this much for any amount of money. 
 
ID:  704 
I’m willing to do what GF&P thinks is best for the sport of fishing; for the cost and the size and 
the amount of fish.  I feel what they do is best for the sport and the fish.  I trust what they 
have to say. 
 
ID:  706 
My family and I all go fishing almost three weekends a month during the spring and summer 
months.  This year was a little slow from shore because of drought, but still I caught a 10 lb. 7 
oz. 40 ½ inch long (the biggest one ever); it’s being mounted now.  I also like the idea of 
Trophy Fish Awards because my father about 10 years ago caught a 9.5 lb. walleye in 
Minnesota and they didn’t do that then; I got mine, thank you.  I kind of think there should be 
more signs for the walleyes on lakes 15 inch or longer to keep one over 20 inch, the same for 
small and largemouth bass.  Maybe some lakes that have no live bait only plastic or rubber 
baits.  I appreciate you for including me in this survey.  I hope the fishing is still good for when 
my kids get older. 
 
ID:  715 
I think that the non-resident fishing should be limited more than it is.  I realize it is big income 
for the state, but resident anglers pay taxes all year-round.  As in hunting, I feel the out-of-
state anglers have taken over resident spots on the water as well as campgrounds.  I have 
met several residents that have stopped fishing and camping because of the overcrowding, 
which I believe is taking away from our youth.  Parents do not like fighting the crowds; so quit 
going, which in return today’s youths do not have the chance to experience the great 
outdoors.  When they are older, hunting and fishing will be all out-of-staters. 
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ID:  722 
All non-residents should have to comply with their state's restrictions; no fishing in the spring 
in Iowa and Minnesota should imply to South Dakota’s waters.  Non-resident license fees in 
South Dakota should be comparable to other states.  For example, Oklahoma and Texas 
anglers fishing in South Dakota to South Dakota in their states. 
 
ID:  741 
I don’t fish very much; please stop sending surveys. 
 
ID:  743 
What about a spring closure for non-residents only? 
 
ID:  745 
I feel South Dakota should limit non-resident anglers a little more.  For instance, only allow so 
many annual non-resident licenses; use a lottery system with preference.  For all other non-
residents, only allow a 5-day fishing period per license.  Also, raise the non-resident fees to 
compensate for their harvest of these fish. 
 
ID:  747 
SD GF&P have done a great job with fishing, hunting, camping and etc.  Since I don’t own a 
boat; more shore fishing access would be a plus, but there is shore fishing available.  The 
officers that I have dealt with have bent over backwards to assist me.  (Fortunately, I’ve never 
been on the receiving end of a citation!) 
 
ID:  750 
I am in the military and have lived in more than 18 states.  This state has the highest resident 
hunting and fishing licenses I have ever seen. 
 
ID:  752 
All conservation officers should take a course in public relations.  Most are polite and friendly, 
but a few are rude.  These few need to be aware that people, in general, are honest and law-
abiding, and should be treated as such. 
 
ID:  754 
This survey is way too long. 
 
ID:  764 
Question No. 61 – Makes no sense. 
 
ID:  769 
I wish the GF&P would plow the snow for ice fishermen and maintain areas 12 months per 
year, rather than just the warm season. 
 
ID:  777 
I love to fish, but I am not an avid fisherman.  I think size limits are very important to protect 
and promote growth of certain species of fish, but some limits are excessive on some lakes, 
but slack on ones that should be excessive.  Also, certain species (walleye) are so difficult to 
find a keepable fish that at other lakes you could keep one 16 inch fish, but the only thing you 
can find in the lake is 15 ¾ inch, which are abundant in that size.  Yet, you go to a liberalized 
lake and all you can find are 10 to 12 inch fish, doesn’t make sense. 
 
 



Fishing in South Dakota – 2003      Resident Angler Comments 
Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey    Appendix D 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 

524  

ID:  802  
I would like to see more/additional learning/educational tech for women to learn all aspects of 
fishing: cleaning, cooking, bait, rods – all and everything! 
 
ID:  805 
Too busy. 
 
ID:  807 
I think the walleye season should be closed during the spring spawn.  I have seen garbage 
cans full of eggs (before the cleaning stations were built) every year, all up and down the 
Missouri River.  This is a terrible waste.  A check of license plates of vehicles in the parking 
lots verified mostly out-of-state vehicles.  Out-of-state people can’t fish at home, so they 
come to South Dakota.  I know not all eggs would hatch, but if only 10% did, it would help to 
provide better fishing.  The waste isn’t near as visible since the garbage disposals have been 
installed, but it’s still there. 
 
ID:  810 
1. I believe that there are too many non-residents fishing South Dakota waters when their 

home state season is closed. 
 
2. Too many regulations to remember.  Need to try to simplify regulations so one does not 

have to constantly refer to the regulations to determine what size fish you can keep and 
when you can keep it, as well as how many fish you can keep. 

 
3. Outlaw underwater viewfinders! 
 
ID:  811 
I think it would be useful to have a conservation officer at busy boat ramps at peak times to 
direct traffic.  I have seen people get very ugly and mean about getting boats out and/or in. 
 
ID:  812 
Fishing is family fun; the bite, the fight, and the unknown (what’s on the end of the line).  
Technology makes too many male fishermen specific to the type of fish they’ll catch.  If the 
demand for a species causes problems with fisheries, raise the price.  I can make a drum 
taste like a walleye, and they fight great. 
 
Regulations are putting pressure on the basic fisherwomen like me, when it should be on the 
semi-pro-specific-walleye-only fisherman!  We share fish and love it.  Yet, most of the 
fishermen have a different opinion and there are more of them.  I like the Conservation 
License – 50 or 25 bluegills, I only need 5-10 for a meal. 
 
ID:  816 
At all costs, we need to continue to focus on habitat protections and development.  This is the 
only way we can provide sustained yields under the continued pressure the natural resources 
are under.  I think fishing can sustain increased licensing fees for both in-state and out-of-
state.  After all, we are certainly willing to pay more for pheasant hunting.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  821 
We need to restrict or eliminate fishing during the months of February, March and April. 
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ID:  822 
1. Need to create a publishing of all waterways, which are accessible to the public that are 

“fishable”.  To include: lakes, rivers, stock dams, streams, etc. that would provide basic 
information of the water, such as fish species, depths, etc.  Possibly organized by county 
and willing to purchase.  Interested especially in “locally” know fish areas. 

 
2. Need more education to the public about the possibilities of contamination of our lakes 

and rivers from “noxious” species, i.e., Eurasian Watermilfoil (before our lakes are 
clogged, like MN and WI).  I feel fishermen are probably aware, but the general public 
and recreational boaters are not. 

 
ID:  823 
We are avid campers and fishermen in the summer.  Almost every weekend is spent on the 
Missouri River.  Fishing for me is only half the fun, but to my husband it’s more.  It is a sport 
that bonds us together.  Water levels have greatly affected our fishing this year.  We fish in 
Chamberlain, SD every weekend during May – October.  The water level has saddened me 
so!  What was a beautiful river is down to almost nothing!  Hope this will change!  We are 
shore fishing people. 
 
ID:  826 
I think there should be more promotion given to the catfish, silver bass, and white bass.  Also, 
I think that the state and federal government should build habitats for northern and walleye 
spawning in the river system.  Also, I think that a better system of stocking in the river would 
help. 
 
ID:  828 
Why don’t you (GF&P) conduct depth analysis and maps for lakes like Madison, Herman, 
Brandt, etc?  With the lakes so low it is dangerous operating boats on these lakes and others 
where there are obstructions present.  Spend some money for this and less on all your 
surveys! 
 
ID:  836 
I would rather purchase single day fishing license, instead of yearly. 
 
ID:  841 
I would like a few shallow lakes throughout the South Dakota area made for only spear-
fishing and bow-fishing. 
 
ID:  842 
Only went to Wall Lake last year and only caught bullheads – yuck.  Would be nice if there 
was more opportunities for fishing near Sioux Falls.  We have much better luck on Minnesota 
small lakes.  I’d like to know more about fishing opportunities within 40 miles of Sioux Falls. 
 
ID:  852 
Our experience on the lakes we fished this year and the past few has been in general, bad.  
A few years back it was much better, for example, Poinsett Lake was excellent some years 
ago with nice catches; don’t know what happened, but it sucks now (maybe winterkill a few 
years ago).  I don’t know. 
 
ID:  858 
Thank You! 
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ID:  869 
It is very discouraging to pull into a marina in April-May and see 100 vehicles and have 75 of 
them from out of state.  I think all the riprap in the Chamberlain area on both sides of the river 
should be off limits until May 1st.  That means from January 1st to May 1st, both shore fishing 
and boat fishing.  Also, the Corps of Engineers should use their heads during spawn and not 
drop levels below the known level of the eggs.  A few years ago, that was pitiful!  Do they 
know how many millions of walleye eggs were wasted!  They caused more damage in one 
year then fishermen could do in 5 years.  I also think the 15 inch minimum size should stay 
on all year.  It wouldn’t bother me also to see a slot limit of no walleyes kept between 20 inch 
to 25 inch.  That would boost the main spawn population and make tournaments more 
challenging and less damaging. 
 
ID:  873 
1. Seen too many people in fishing tournaments take more than their limit. 
 
2. More fishermen need to practice catch-and-release. 
 
3. Hopefully the more people learn about fishing (better technology, equipment), the more 

they will practice catch-and release. 
 
4. Would like to see waters where we could catch eatable fish with the chance of a trophy.  

Hopefully, to be photographed and released.  
 
Take care and thank you. 
 
ID:  877 
I grew up in Aberdeen area and did a lot more fishing up there.  I’m in the Sioux Falls area 
now (5 years) and there really aren’t any lakes close by that come close to productivity I was 
used to up there (northeast part of South Dakota). 
 
ID:  880 
We would have done more fishing if the ticks hadn’t been so bad. 
 
ID:  883 
It would be nice to see more shore access for fishermen.  Some of us cannot afford nor have 
space to have a boat, which provides a fisherman more access to fishing waters.  There are 
special things done for landowners to provide hunters with access to land not normally 
available.  It would be nice if a program was instituted for fishermen to access areas of 
private land for shore fishing. 
 
ID:  885 
I think the non-resident license cost is outrageous!  Check and see what it would cost you to 
get a non-resident license in Minnesota.  About $30 for the season, more lakes, rivers and 
bodies of water to fish from.  Minnesota has just as good of a fishery or better, but cheaper to 
fish, why?  Why not open a license for non-residents who boarder this state to the same as 
their non-resident licenses cost or in the ballpark.  It’s hard to fish with family members from 
other states because we are so darn high for a non-resident license. 
 
ID:  887 
All I did was go fishing with my 2 year old at Covell Lake.  We didn’t keep anything and only 
went a few times. 
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ID:  895 
As a mother of two children who were raised and educated in South Dakota State colleges.  
One, a son who graduated from SDSU, who had to leave the state to find work that would 
provide him not only a better salary, but the ability to use his talents as a civil engineer.  He 
grew up hunting and fishing in South Dakota and loves to come back and experience those 
sports.  I feel strongly that those (born and educated in South Dakota) people should be 
allowed to obtain both hunting and fishing license fees the same as a South Dakota resident 
now pays, or a good will gesture. 
 
Governor Rounds hopes to keep more of our college grads in South Dakota; to me that would 
show them we really do care.  They would still be bringing in big money for the state, which is 
what it’s really about. 
 
ID:  900 
Enjoy fishing in South Dakota and overall I think the conservation management of it has been 
good.  The only discouraging thing I have run across is the increased amount of non-
residents fishing where I like to. 
 
ID:  901 
The fishing has become commercialized and is getting too expensive for poor people to fish.  
Hardly any place for you to camp and fish free on the shores of lakes, etc.  Most all free 
camping along lake shorelines has been commercialized; therefore you can’t fish or camp for 
free.  As for boat fishing, there is no way to compete with the thousands of dollars spent on 
rigs with all the sophisticated fishing equipment.  Definitely has become a rich man’s sport, 
just like the hunting, camping and all the other recreation in the state. 
 
Used to take the family up to Lake Madison, Lake Herman, and Lake Poinsett to camp along 
the shore and you could fish and swim along the shore for free.  Now you can’t even find a 
spot to camp, most of them are reserved ahead of time and not even used.  I highly resent 
having any of my tax money used for putting air-conditioned cabins in the state parks. 
 
ID:  907 
Put bathrooms at boat ramps. 
 
ID:  908 
I do not like the spring harvest of spawning fish, particularly walleyes.  I do not believe this 
type of fishing is good sportsmanship and places significant stress on walleye populations for 
the future.  Further, I believe conservation officers should be more prominent in popular 
fishing areas in enforcing regulations, particularly possession limits.  I believe GF&P should 
take a more public effort in explanation of their fishing regulations and how based on 
biological science it enhances the viability of the fishing population to gain public support. 
 
ID:  910 
I would like to see no change in the current season, but I would like to see the non-resident 
license fees increased by approximately 10 times. 
 
ID:  911 
Convenience is what draws me to fishing.  We have a cabin on Lake Poinsett.  Low water 
levels kept us from keeping our boat in at the dock, so all of our boating and fishing activities 
were down this past summer. 
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Water quality was better at Poinsett due to less run-off, but in the past the quality is green.  
Would like to see effort between GF&P and land management on this issue, not only at 
Poinsett, but statewide.  Thanks for the job you do! 
 
ID:  912 
I can’t tell you how important I feel it is to close the season for the spawn.  I have seen first 
hand, residents and non-residents double dip there limit because the fishing was so good.  
My fishing partners and I have called the TIPs number many times.  Please consider letting 
the fish do their spawn and I believe our fishing quality will improve.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  913 
I only got a license because my children like to fish at our lake cabin! 
 
ID:  914 
I feel our lakes are too crowded with non-resident anglers.  I feel they should also be paying 
more for their licenses, like they do hunting.  Early times in the year for residents only.  When 
I fish, I see more out-of-state boats than South Dakota boats.  There should be more control 
of them and definitely more expensive licenses.  If they have the money to travel that far and 
have costly boats, they can afford to pay more. 
 
ID:  917 
A suggestion: persons that fill this survey out should receive a discount on their fishing 
license, if they are willing to give their names.  Thanks for the survey. 
 
ID:  920 
The fees for non-resident licenses in the spring are not high enough.  We need to get a 
premium for our spring fisheries from our neighbors to the east.  It’s getting so there is too 
much pressure on our fisheries in the spring. 
 
ID:  922 
I moved to South Dakota in 1970 and over the years have fished all over the state.  My 
experiences have all been enjoyable.  Until the last 10 years most of my experiences were on 
the Missouri River.  I’m a property owner in the Black Hills and until last year have had good 
success fishing for trout.  However, in the last couple of years, I sense that the increased 
pressure there is more than the GF&P, etc. is able to keep up with (stocking, etc.). 
 
ID:  929 
Smallmouth bass fishing could be even better if we managed the lakes as you do in the 
northeast part of the state.  One fish over 18 inches.  Consider adding Lake Thompson, 
Poinsett, and Brandt to this regulation.  I fully support how you manage Lake Sharpe for 
smallies.  Smallies are too fun to catch to be harvested.  Please continue to tightly regulate 
this species.  I love catching and releasing smallies.  There’s no need to harvest them! 
 
ID:  931 
My husband and I have been fishing the Missouri River since 1977 and we have seen all the 
ups and downs that have occurred in not only the water levels, but the quality and quantity of 
the fish.  These past 4 years have been very saddening to watch what has happened to the 
Oahe Reservoir and the depletion of the food chain.  Now the 2004 limits are just the nail in 
the coffin, as far as our wanting to return to the Missouri River for fishing.  Very sad for all 
anglers. 
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ID:  935 
I didn’t do any serious fishing.  I just fished in a small pond somewhere a few times.  We 
caught a whole lot of really small fish (bullhead and perch), but we just wanted to be able to 
reel something in. 
 
ID:  939 
There seems to be overcrowding on the river and state parks.  There need to be more 
recreational areas along the Missouri River for the public.  Especially, in the Platte and 
Chamberlain areas.  Also, us fishermen should not feel like we are being harassed by the 
game wardens.  In many cases this past year, I have heard and seen game wardens 
purposely trying to do anything possible to give a ticket.  They are to uphold the laws, not 
harass people. 
 
ID:  940 
I believe lead-line fishing should be prohibited from fishing tournaments and probably all 
fishing.  There is no fishing experience associated with it and it is not much different from 
netting.  I did it for a year and I personally came to appreciate the total lack of the sport in this 
type of fish killing.  It produces a lot of fish, requires little skill, and there is no thrill or 
excitement. 
 
I believe that all tournaments should be required to have holding facilities for all fish caught 
and all live viable fish should be released (required).  Most serious tournaments draw the 
best anglers; these people do not need the fish and these anglers will typically catch the most 
fish and best fish.  There is far too much negative impact on the fishery if the fish are not 
released. 
 
Licenses are too expensive and still the state expects fishermen to pay to launch your boat – 
crazy greed. 
 
ID:  944 
Is there going to be an opinion survey on deer hunting?  If so, please send me one! 
 
ID:  945 
Tournament fishing is stressful on the fish population and for the fishermen not participating.  
Trying to get a boat into and out of the water and finding parking is impossible at times.  I see 
dead fish floating from the pressure of being caught and released. 
 
Several times this year I saw out-of-state fishermen over their limit and cleaning under sized 
fish at cleaning stations.  My 7-year-old son commented about the size to a guy cleaning a 
small fish and was told to “shut up” by the guy!  You need to have staff in the field. 
 
ID:  951 
I purchased a fishing license to take my sons fishing.  As I want them to have the experience 
of fishing, so shore fishing is important, but sad to have boats snag your lines.  There should 
be tougher laws regulating distance a boater can come to shore fishermen. 
 
ID:  953 
I am a dive master out of Sioux Falls.  All of my South Dakota fishing is spear-fishing; usually 
taking out groups of paying customers.  While we have never had problems with state 
employees, it would be nice to see an increase in awareness of the minimal impact spear 
fishermen have on walleye populations, and what are the rules on dive flags.  
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ID:  961 
I think resident licenses are quite high in our state.  I would rather see out-of-state licenses 
higher and resident licenses lower. 
 
No fishing tournaments in the state and a 14 inch minimum length for walleye, small and 
largemouth bass and anything longer than that can be kept. 
 
Also, the same amount of fish on every lake in South Dakota, like 4 walleye or more and on 
all other fish the same way.  One limit size for each fish on all lakes. 
 
ID:  963 
I would like to say that some of the tactics of GF&P are similar to Gestapo in WWII.  One of 
my experience last year on Lake Pelican in Codington County leads me to say that.   
 
As I was coming off the lake, I was stopped with a friend by a conservation officer and was 
asked what time I can off the lake.  I looked at my watch and responded . . . at 5:00 p.m., 
which was the time that it was.  He then said, I mean the other time today when you left the 
lake. 
 
If this was going to happen to every guy who likes to fish, I’m sure GF&P would get a very 
bad reputation.  Hopefully, we don’t have too many conservation officers lying like this to try 
to make an arrest. 
 
ID:  967 
The Missouri River is a huge asset to South Dakota – manage it very carefully.  The GF&P 
are doing a good job! 
 
ID:  978 
We moved to Rapid City in July of 2003.  We really miss the fishing in Codington County and 
northeastern South Dakota lakes. 
 
ID:  986 
State Game & Fish is in most cases re-active rather than pro-active.  The perch limit should 
have been lowered a decade before it was.  As to the walleye limit, is it guesswork or is it 
based on research data.  Either way it seems late.  Decisions are made based on commercial 
interests rather than what is best for fishing.  I believe this is the reason there is no spring 
closure, when there needs to be. 
 
ID:  997 
Waubay Lake needs better management.  They said it could not be fished out, but it didn’t 
take long.  We need a slot limit, no fish kept between 17” to 26”; your best breeding stock has 
to be protected.  We now have a large number of fish 14” to 16”, very skinny fish.  If we can’t 
feed these fish to help them grow (introduce some more baitfish for them to eat), or let the 
meat eating fishermen that have to take fish home every time they go out, keep just the 14 to 
16” fish and release everything else.  Also, one fish per angler per year over 26”. 
 
ID:  1002 
Instead of opening and promoting our great fishing resource, and having to have such a great 
amount of staff and more and more resources to keep everyone happy; let’s go back to the 
good old days where you could be out in your boat and you were lucky to see one other boat.  
Close our borders to out-of-state fishing; quit sending Leif Erickson of Glacier Lakes all over 
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the nation to fishing seminars and outdoor shows.  We don’t need the tourists over fishing our 
resources in which they never give anything back! 
 
The GF&P have become a big business!  And big business needs big money.  Let’s get back 
to what this whole nature and fishing is all about.  Not big business!   
 
Our land and water have been overrun, over hunted, and over-fished.  Let’s go to work and 
put back what has been taken away.  We wouldn’t need this survey to figure out what to do if 
we didn’t have this problem. 
 
ID:  1004 
You are lucky that I even did this survey.  If you don’t get a very good response, it is because 
this survey is way too long.  
 
ID:  1017 
Your letter says I was randomly selected.  My name appears once and I am sent a survey.  
For accuracy, I did not buy the license; it was bought by someone who insisted I have it.  I 
wasn’t even near a lake or river or other body of water where there may be fish.  I have 
neither the time nor desire to be involved in fishing as is required to accurately fulfill the intent 
of your questionnaire.  
 
ID:  1037 
All non-residents should not be allowed to fish in South Dakota waters during the same time 
that they are not allowed to fish in their own state waters. 
 
ID:  1039 
I like being on the water.  We probably only fish if someone with us wants to fish.  Fishing is 
not a #1 priority for me. 
 
ID:  1046 
Question No. 41 – I am not worried because I don’t eat fish from the advisory warning waters. 
 
Question No. 57 – Refers to license fees.  Why are non-residents able to get a family fishing 
license and residents are not?  This seems unfair to residents. 
 
ID:  1050 
Some of my best memories with my husband and our children/grandchildren have been ice 
fishing and boat fishing on the Missouri River or the lakes in northeastern South Dakota.  He 
was killed in a hunting accident last month, and one of my saddest times is when I think of 
how he was looking forward to the ice fishing season!  My son and daughter want to give 
their children the same enjoyment they had with Roger, fishing all year long! 
 
ID:  1055 
I think GF&P could work with landowners on flooded acres.  In my area there is some bad 
feelings with some landowners and fishermen.  GF&P pays Walk-In for hunting access, 
maybe it would solve some problems if the same approach was used with flooded acres. 
 
ID:  1065 
I feel that when one catches a fish he should decide right then weather to keep it or not.  
Also, please promote the idea of cutting the line when the fish is hooked deep.  I’ve seen very 
many smaller fish floating because someone was too lazy to retie the hook.  Instead, they just 
rip out the fished bladder or gills, resulting in a lot of wasted smaller fish.  What ever needs to 
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be done, I’d really like to see panfishing get more attention, instead of all the big fuss about 
walleye, walleye, walleye. 
 
ID:  1066 
There should be a regulation for ice fishing on how close people can come and drill holes and 
fish.  People are becoming too bullheaded in thinking that only their fishing matters. 
 
ID:  1067 
I have noticed a decline in the number of fish my family and I have caught in the last year.  
Perhaps this is due to low water levels in Lake Poinsett and the lack of water flow into area 
lakes. 
 
ID:  1071 
This survey is too long.  Thank you for caring, but some questions I feel are repeated, only in 
different words. 
 
ID:  1087 
I do feel Lake Poinsett should be stocked with walleye.  We have lived on the lake for 12 
years and the last few years fishing hasn’t been as good from the dock or boat.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  1090 
What has happened to fishing on Lake Poinsett?  Understand there has been no stocking 
since 1996!  Test netting confirms reduced populations; angler reports are very poor.  Help is 
needed!  Signed, discussed! 
 
ID:  1093 
Feel Game Fish & Parks not fair.  Never fish Missouri - just one time, never go back.  Seen 
them arrest two men, but threaten the men to take the ticket, or they will fine the 10-year-old 
boy, too.  What is the matter; threatening a 10 year old boy that he won’t be able to fish until 
he is 16.  I think a lot of things are unfair.  Never go to the river again.  I heard you can’t break 
the law to enforce the law, that’s just what they did. 
 
ID:  1096 
Have you considered a resident family license?  For mom, dad, and the kids to fish during the 
summer months costs $42.  I believe this discourages the “occasional” fishermen. 
 
ID:  1098 
Make it so you can keep smallmouth bass and change the size and limit on Waubay Lake.  
Keep those rude Minnesota and Iowa fishermen out of here. 
 
ID:  1101 
We need more offshore fishing areas!  We love being so close to so many lakes.  Clear Lake 
needs more fish in it, besides bullheads!  Looking forward to a good year of fishing in 2004. 
 
ID:  1109 
Question No. 61 – There is no amount of money that could keep me from fishing for a year. 
 
Question No. 8 – Pelican Lake in Codington County and Clear Lake by Thomas, SD are 
heavily fished. 
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ID:  1117 
Non-resident fishermen are taking excess limits out of our waters on the eastern part of the 
state.  More officers or GF&P creel officers need to check fishermen for limits.  I live on Lake 
Poinsett and have watched in the last 5 years, the lake going from a great fishery to poor 
fishing.  Lake Thompson is another example of too many limits being taken.  We need more 
people willing to call TIPs. 
 
ID:  1120 
Fishing tournaments should be disallowed.  Tournaments are proof positive that we as a 
society don’t work hard enough.  If people worked harder they wouldn’t be turning their free 
time into a competition.  Competitive fishermen should leave the lake and rivers alone and 
leave them for us people that can appreciate what fishing is really all about – relaxing. 
 
Possession limits are a joke.  Farmers around here really clean up ice fishing because they 
have nothing else to do.  Some take home 1, 2, 3 limits a day for several days in a row when 
the fish are hitting good. 
 
ID:  1122 
I think more time and money should be spent for people who shore fish.  A lot of money is 
spent to cater to those in/out-of-state with boats.  There are a lot of us who have limited 
physical ability who need to be able to get to shore.  There are always large riprap rocks or 
just tree snags, etc. in the water to prevent access.  Not many people fit on docks, so that 
prevents us from fishing.  There was talk about charging a dock fee for those who need it.  I 
support this, as I camp and I’m charged for it.  Seems only fair that we pay for what extras we 
use. 
 
ID:  1125 
The people of Lake Preston are some of the nicest people I’ve met.  I lived in Hanson County 
most of my life.  We moved here in 2000, and prior to that we spent every weekend possible 
driving to Lake Thompson just because the area is beautiful and the people are super nice.  
Now that I live 3 miles from the lake, I don’t fish as much as I used to, but just enjoy the area 
greatly.  I’d never leave this area.  Also, Shane the game warden, is a very nice fair person 
and that means a lot! 
 
ID:  1127 
Too many non-residents fishing. 
 
ID:  1139 
The non-resident issue: 
 
Why do South Dakota anglers in Day County feel threatened by non-residents?  They are the 
one’s taking all the fish.  The non-resident anglers are the only thing keeping some of the 
farmers going.  Why can some of the farmers block off submerged county or township roads 
to funnel the fishermen through their property for profit?  That should be illegal! 
 
ID:  1147 
Band underwater cameras! 
 
ID:  1149 
I believe fishing should be like it once was.  Small fees, a few rules, and very little politics.  
There is ONE regulation that has always been very offending to me, that being that I cannot 
have more than a couple of days worth of fish in my freezer at any given time.  That really 
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irks me, but I am enough of a realist to know you guys probably can’t do anything about it!  In 
closing, let me say that I once was an avid hunter, but because of increased costs and 
regulations, I am no longer.  I suppose my fishing days are numbered also.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  1157 
Dear Sirs, 
 
I believe that fishing is very important to all future generations and I hope my answers to this 
survey will help the Game, Fish and Parks in managing the fish for future generations of 
fishing to come.  Thank You. 
 
ID:  1165 
Fishing in South Dakota is not very easy, if you are handicapped.  Shorelines are too rocky to 
climb.  The Corps of Engineers are using steep slopes and “large” rocks.  Handicapped 
people can’t climb these areas.  We want to fish also. 
 
We would like to see our area border lakes stocked with more fish in Lake Traverse in Robert 
County, SD.  Also, other Robert County lakes and Marshall County.   
 
I would like to know why there has been nothing said about testing Lake Traverse.  All the 
years of farm run-off, has it done any harm to our fish?  I would really like to know!  There is 
nothing ever said in our paper about it.  Is there mercury or any other chemical in it, and are 
the fish really that good for us to eat. 
 
ID:  1166 
It would be nice to have more fishing landings to the lakes and docks! 
 
ID:  1172 
It seems that most people buy a license and feel it gives them the right to take the limits each 
time out.  Human nature says if I can have 15 fish, that’s what I’ll take. 
 
The cell phone has become an important technological device in fishing.  Many times while 
ice fishing and catching fish I was approached by a person, I’ll call roamers.  They roam lakes 
to see where fish are biting and soon after talking to someone catching the fish, several 
individuals show up and soon are fishing the bite.  Subsequently, over fishing a lot while the 
bite occurs. 
 
Also, I have witnessed several times while ice fishing and adult or two adults with several 
children.  The kids are playing while the adults are manning several additional lines, including 
their 4 allowed.  Maybe a two-line ice fishing limit could be looked at, or considered.  
 
ID:  1177 
Let people keep more walleyes on Waubay Lake.  It is hard to catch a small perch.  I think 
the walleyes keep them cleaned out.  Where will our perch come from down the road?  I don’t 
think it is good to catch 50 to 75 walleyes and have to throw all of them back because they 
are all ¼ inch too short.  Put 13” size and limit of 4 for one year or two.  I think Waubay is 
going to end up like Lake Oahe; piss pour. 
 
ID:  1178 
The more you charge for the license, the less people buy.  In the past we bought 6 licenses 
and now we will maybe buy one, if not maybe none.  Slot and size limits give us a headache.  
It is not a sport any more; it is a job to be legal. 
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ID:  1182 
Perch fishing is my favorite sport.  Here in the northeast counties I have seen the limit cut 
from 100 (way too many), to 50 to 25, and now 10.  I would like to see the limit set at 25 
again.  I’m 48 years old. 
 
ID:  1188 
On fish consumption – I was taught if you won’t drink the water, don’t eat the fish. 
 
On spring closure – It’s about spawning laying eggs.  Many fish are hungry and easy to catch 
(big).  Need to be left to spawn (babies). 
 
On technology – Easier to locate, therefore catch fish.  Yet, the (instinct) of fishing gets lost.  
Feeling where they; are personal study of structure, depth triangulating your favorite spot with 
your senses, rather than a GPS.  So technology is a good revenue source, yet takes the 
“human touch” away.  What’s new?  It’s everywhere.  Enjoyed the survey. 
 
ID:  1196 
Have conservation officers in _______ and _______ counties put their foot down on Native 
Americans spearing the cream of the crop without any penalties.  I think the CO’s are afraid 
of them.  This is America and I’m a combat Vietnam veteran with 2 purple hearts.  Let’s treat 
everyone equally. 
 
ID:  1199 
I think the non-resident fee for one-day license should be lowered.  If they come for one day 
to visit, they shouldn’t have to pay that much. 
 
ID:  1201 
I would like to address an issue concerning a South Dakota lake called Maynard’s Slough 
(Fox Lake).  My name is Wayne _______, and I own a portion of said lake.  I feel that I am 
being discriminated against when I hear the term Maynard’s Slough.  I concede that the 
Maynard Family does own a small area of this body of water, but so do many other families.  I 
feel that if you persist on calling this body of water Maynard’s Slough; it must be changed, yet 
again to the correct name of Dylla, Fuller, Green, Hanson’s, Maynard, Olderr Slough/Fox 
Lake.  It would just be simpler to call it Fox Lake.  I hope that you take this letter seriously, as 
discrimination is a very serious issue.  Your prompt attention to this matter is greatly 
appreciated.  Sincerely. 
 
ID:  1216 
Too many non-resident fishermen.  Secure more funds by upping non-resident licenses.  
Those of us, who live here, do so to enjoy the benefits South Dakota has to offer.  I believe 
we should be the people who have the breaks.  We love South Dakota for many reasons and 
the “Great Outdoors” is on the top of the list! 
 
ID:  1218 
I feel there is an illegal over-harvest by both resident and non-resident anglers.  Also, 
violation of size restriction.  I am not critical of GF&P; we realize they cannot be everywhere.  
Anglers do not understand possession limits or they choose to ignore the limits.  Overall, all 
of us anglers in northeast corner of South Dakota have been very fortunate to have the great 
fishing opportunities we have had these past years! 
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ID:  1231 
My husband and I both enjoy fishing.  Hopefully, there will be enough water where we fish, so 
we can continue to fish there (Lake Francis Case).  We both enjoy fishing.  The water level is 
some concern to us on the Missouri River. 
 
ID:  1233 
Shut down the spawning area around Chamberlain until the spawn is over from February 1st 
to May 1st.  Work on additional food sources (baitfish)!  Catch more of the out-of-staters that 
stay for many days taking more than their allowable fish!    
 
ID:  1243 
More parking is needed at Platte Creek Recreation Area.  I would also like to see less 
tournaments there.  Lastly, I think there should be a ban on the Missouri River system from 
February until after walleye spawn.  The Corps of Engineers should not lower the river in the 
fall as much. 
 
ID:  1262 
Maybe if surveys were omitted entirely and proceeds from licenses were spent on 
enforcement of required game & fish laws, the sport would be more enjoyable and affordable. 
 
ID:  1263 
I love to fish. 
 
ID:  1264 
I do not think it is right that out-of-state fishermen can come to South Dakota and fish walleye 
when their season is closed.  South Dakota residents cannot go to Minnesota or Iowa to fish 
during their closed seasons. 
 
ID:  1272 
Non-resident licenses are too cheap, with all the other costs involved, the license is virtually 
nothing.  Thanks for all. 
 
ID:  1279 
I’m not happy that out-of-state persons only spend $59 for an annual fishing license, 
especially the family rate.  That amount should be raised.   
 
I am also concerned about all the fishing tournaments held.  I feel too many fish are being 
taken out and there is a shortage of fish. 
 
I’m very concerned about letting out-of-staters taking all our fish during our good fishing 
season.  Something needs to be done! 
 
ID:  1280 
My river fishing days are about over.  So, I would like to see more interest in stocking more 
ponds in eastern South Dakota with panfish for us older people and a place for the young 
kids to fish. 
 
Non-resident licenses only valid from May 1st to December 31st.  
 
I enjoy trout fishing below the Fort Randall Dam.  Thank you for that.  I fish some at Lake 
Mitchell for bluegills and crappies.  Sold my boat and do not fish the river, except from shore 
a few times. 
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ID:  1282 
I love fishing because it is relaxing and also a great sport for family togetherness.  But in our 
local area we have a conservation officer that is not family orientated and does not 
understand the negative attitude he puts in our young children about fishing.  He puts out this 
negative feeling by his bad attitude and tough man disposition.  I just believe that 
enforcement of fishing game laws are important, but the abuse of power by the conservation 
officer is putting a negative attitude of authority in our children’s minds.  I have witnessed this 
abuse and saw the negative effect that a 7-year-old can have against fishing. 
 
ID:  1288 
I believe that GF&P receives plenty of money to run their fisheries out of non-resident 
licenses, but you need to take care of your refuges, as they’re full of Canadian Thistle and 
other noxious weeds.  As a farmer I must control mine, why not you?  There are more out-of-
staters fishing here than residents.  The dams and rivers in the Black Hills have beautiful fish, 
but in East River our fishing has gone down the tubes.  I have relation that ranch out in the 
Black Hills and the GF&P puts on casting contests and gives away gear and such.  All I have 
ever seen here is more and more signs that say pay here and there.  As a family man, I can’t 
afford to take my family fishing to the parks in our area, like my dad took me.  Due to the 
drought in our area are some of the problems of the bad fishing. The smallmouth bass have 
eaten many of our baitfish.  Why not replenish some of the smelt and other baitfish?  Instead, 
threw trout below Fort Randall Dam so everybody can catch 90% before the 3rd day.  I usually 
fish 65 days a year, but I don’t have the time to drive through all of your gates and put up with 
the prisoners taking public jobs that would benefit our area.  If this has to be confidential, 
what should we be scared of?  It’s a free country and you should send these out more often.  
All in all, it’s not that easy, but you seem to have plenty of money.  You make millions of 
dollars every year and take more land from farmers.  If you want more of my comments, call 
me any time.  You know who I am because I received this survey, so you must have my 
address and everything else.  I might be able to help you with some ideas. 
 
ID:  1291 
At Tripp Lake in Hutchinson County, someone removed the size limit sign and put up a no 
wake zone sign – are you serious?  The boat dock has been knocked on its side for 3 to 4 
years.  The no wake zone is supposed to prevent bank erosion according to the sign, and I 
have a better idea.  Keep the cattle away from the lake and your bank erosion problem will be 
solved!  The cattle have just about ruined the bank fishing because they tear up the bank 
where you walk so they can get to the water, let alone the fact that they defecate and urinate 
wherever you can walk and also in the water.  I would also like to bring up the vegetation 
problem that seems to now plague the lake from people not cleaning their boats, I would 
guess.  It all but ruins the fishing in the summer for everyone.  I was also wondering is there a 
GF&P officer that is supposed to oversee the care of this lake?  I have fished there for over 
10 years and I have never seen a GF&P officer, or is someone just changing signs every 
once in awhile?  Also, is it right that some individuals pump water from this lake during the 
summer, especially last summer when the water level was so low already?  Well, someone 
had a fairly large portable pump station setting down by the inoperable boat dock for more 
than a month!  You people have really let a very nice little lake go to hell.  Parents can’t even 
take their kids fishing there, for any one of the above reasons.  I guess people shouldn’t be 
surprised.  It isn’t your precious Missouri – so who give a damn! 
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ID:  1305 
The only thing that I do not like about fishing in South Dakota is the fact that my wife only 
fished twice a year but still has to pay the same fee.  I think they should get day passes, just 
like with campgrounds. 
 
ID:  1310 
I would like to see a spring restriction allowing residents to fish, but not those Iowa and 
Minnesota people.  Also, keep the water levels on Lake Francis Case sufficient to use the 
boat ramps. 
 
ID:  1313 
I fish purely for the fun and for food, however I really am not aware of many of the items in 
this survey.  I answered the questions without much prior background information.  Keep up 
the good work. 
 
ID:  1319 
I feel more money or resources should be applied to our small lakes in South Dakota.  Seems 
most of it is spent on the Missouri River system and the Black Hills area, and not much done 
to improve our small lakes. 
 
ID:  1337 
Parking is a real problem.  When I cannot park off the road and fish, then I do not fish there. 
 
ID:  1343 
This survey is too long. 
 
Close the dams off and let the lakes fill up before it’s to late for the walleyes and the 
reservoirs. 
 
ID:  1350 
I had a good time filling out this form.  I hope that this year will be fun fishing.  I am excited to 
start fishing this spring. 
 
ID:  1353 
I appreciate this survey.  If fishing wasn’t allowed in South Dakota, we would move.  Our 
family typically fishes several weekends each month.  Primarily on the Missouri, north/south 
of Pierre. 
 
We miss the big hogs and feel the non-residents do negatively impact our fishing while their 
seasons are closed.  (Perhaps an increased fee during this time would be warranted for non-
residents?)   
 
Fishing in South Dakota used to be awesome and it’s finally just coming back.  The pressure 
from non-residents in places like Fort Thompson/Chamberlain is too much.  While the 
revenue received from non-residents is critical to our economy, it would be reasonable to 
charge even more for they’re using our privileges.   I feel John Cooper and his staff do a good 
job! 
 
ID:  1354 
For people who fish six or less times a season, any increase in fees would maybe get those 
people to stop fishing; it would be me. 
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ID:  1355 
Fishing in South Dakota is great, and the parks along the Missouri River are great. 
 
ID:  1357 
Fishing derbies are more harm than good.  Overcrowding of boat ramps, and they kill too 
many fish that they catch-and-release. 
 
ID:  1358 
From April through the end of July, the state should be closed to non-resident fishing.  They 
got plenty of fish in their own state. 
 
ID:  1362 
I would like to see an additional free fishing weekend when the weather and lake is warmer, 
like June or July. 
 
ID:  1367 
I am tired of going to the Missouri River and other large body of lakes, and not being able to 
park because of all the people from Minnesota, Iowa, and North Dakota.  I am seeing more 
and more of this.  That is why my number of days on the Missouri River are down.  I normally 
go 50 plus days and I only went 7.   
 
Also, licenses are cheaper in Minnesota and other states.  Why all the questions about 
raising the cost? 
 
I believe that if South Dakota would prohibit out-of-staters from spring fishing that this would 
cut down on that number.  Just like we do with pheasants for the first weekend. 
 
ID:  1383 
We have a lot of out-of-state fishermen and women.  It appears that the $59 annual non-
resident fee is too cheap if we need added revenues to manage and stock, etc. to improve 
our fishing resources. 
 
ID:  1385 
Non-resident licenses have the same fee for single fishing as family fishing, would this be 
possible for resident licenses?  I only go a few times a year with my husband. 
 
My son-in-law is from Kentucky and loves coming here to fish.  He had never been ice fishing 
before and enjoys it more than summer fishing.  He especially likes the fact that his license is 
good through January. 
 
ID:  1388 
South Dakota needs to work on water quality.  I love to fish in South Dakota and I would like 
to some day have a career in the GF&P of South Dakota.  I would like to see the state use 
some of its resources to clean up lakes and rivers for future generations to enjoy. 
 
ID:  1391 
I think the walleye fishing should be closed to all fishermen during the spawning season. 
 
ID:  1393 
No matter what regulations are issued, we’re still at the mercy of the Corps of Engineers 
lowering the water level after the spawn is on its way.  While shore fishing one night during 
the spawn off the riprap by Chamberlain, the water was lowered enough that I found female 
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walleyes stuck in the rocks in little pools of water that couldn’t get back out to the main river.  
Is that totally ridiculous or what. 
 
ID:  1396 
I believe you need to shut off the out-of-staters or raise their prices.  I also believe during 
spawning season that no one should be allowed for a few weeks to fish from shore.  The 
waters are down and the fishing sucks!  Last year, I didn’t go as much because I couldn’t 
even get a limit to bring home.  Please do something about them out-of-staters. 
 
ID:  1398 
Something has to be done about the water levels and poor management by the Corps of 
Engineers during spawning time.  Restrict out-of-state pressure in the spring. 
 
ID:  1401 
I just like being out on the river.  I fish because some times I get bored. 
 
ID:  1406 
I just go for the peace, quiet and scenery. 
 
ID:  1407 
I don’t think the out-of-state licenses should be issued for the spring season.  Their annual 
fee should be higher than $59.  The state is losing a lot of revenue by not charging more for 
the 3-day fee and annual fee.  Is there a boat fee for non-residents?  We have gone fishing 
and 80% of the licenses on cars parked at the boat ramps are out-of-state. 
 
My family and I have enjoyed fishing in South Dakota for the past 30 years.  We love to 
walleye fish.  Since we have moved to Montana, we’ll no longer be residents of the state.  
However, we’ll now be one of the out-of-state fishermen when we go back to visit; thus, our 
interest in out-of-state fees.  We still think they should be more! 
 
ID:  1409 
Fishing tournaments have spoiled the fishing for family weekends.  Parking space is not 
available, very crowded.  Camp spots are reserved far ahead for tournaments, which regular 
people cannot reserve that far in advance. 
 
ID:  1410 
I was very dissatisfied in the level of the water last year.  If you don’t increase the water level 
the fish can’t reproduce. 
 
ID:  1418 
In 30 years or more of fishing the Missouri River, we have been check by a conservation 
officer two times.  Once was in August of this year when you could hardly catch a fish at all.  
There were six boat trailers at Steamboat Landing when we went out.  Why not be there in 
May and June when all the out-of-staters are going in at noon, eating a limit, and going back 
after another one.  They are crowding us born and bred South Dakota people out.  Many 
South Dakota people are quitting on account of them. 
 
ID:  1420 
Lake Francis Case is ruined due to over fishing and fishing pressure.  I feel on our reservoir it 
needs to be closed to fishing during spawn and before, like Minnesota.  The GF&P are 
responsible.  They are doing a very poor job managing this reservoir and it’s too late, just like 
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the GF&P ruined Lake Oahe a few years ago.  One word for the state – greed.  The way 
Lake Francis Case is managed now in a few years no one will fish there; it’s too late. 
 
ID:  1430 
The only place I ever fish is Deerfield Lake for the most part; Pactola is too crowded.  The 
park rangers are always very nice and helpful.  They always tell my wife and I where to fish 
and if there are restrictions. 
 
ID:  1432 
Haven’t been able to go fishing as much as I would like.  Have to work too many weekends. 
 
ID:  1435 
In my personal experience, I feel that the combination licenses are a little outrageous for me; 
being a college kid who was born fishing and hunting.  I have severely limited my hunting for 
these past few years due to the high costs of it.   
 
One other concern that I have is the situation with the Missouri River and the Corps of 
Engineers.  I have been going to the river for past 10 years now and have enjoyed every time 
I’ve been there, but now the past 2 years have just been a huge disappointment, both in the 
fishing and the scenery.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  1448 
I’ve lived in South Dakota for 12 years and the past 5 years the fish have been harder to 
catch and get limits.  Where are they?  Is it because the lower waters, or did they die from 
lack of food.  I like James River, but have worries about eating fish from there. 
 
ID:  1457 
I think that resident licenses should go down in cost and non-resident licenses should go up 
in cost.  Even more for hunting licenses.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  1462 
The water levels in the river keep dropping.  Somebody needs to do something! 
 
ID:  1467 
I would not live in any state other than South Dakota for its wildlife and fishing structure. 
 
ID:  1476 
Charge the out-of-staters more and check their limits. 
 
ID:  1486 
Conservation officers as well as the state need to take a much closer look at what is 
occurring with the Oahe Reservoir.  Boat ramps all need work and fishing quality is very poor 
due to the low water.  Even running a boat in the area around Mobridge is very dangerous 
and fishing in that area has declined due to the water conditions.  At one point last year you 
couldn’t even launch a boat from Mobridge.  That’s very poor management. 
 
ID:  1493 
I took my 4-year-old out to Wylie Park twice, the license and everything was close to $80.  I 
can afford it, but it’s kind of high. 
 
ID:  1497 
This survey is too long.  My husband fishes, so I’m not too interested. 
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ID:  1505 
Areas that are heavily fished during spawning on the Missouri River system should be closed 
during spawn. 
 
More money should be spent on understanding why the numbers and sizes of walleyes are 
what they are versus 10 years ago. 
 
I feel that my fishing experience on the Missouri River is not as good over the past 3 years.  I 
love to fish this river and enjoy it even without catching any some days.  However, my family 
and I consider a meal of fresh walleye a treat every time. 
 
ID:  1507 
This survey should have been sent to a household and the person that fishes the most 
should have been able to fill it out.  My husband fishes 50+ days per year. 
 
ID:  1513 
I think the Army Corps of Engineers needs to be replaced again, and out-of-state fishermen 
should be catered to. 
 
ID:  1515 
Threw back most of the fish because of size limit!  Haven’t fished the Missouri River for 2 
years because it has been totally mismanaged by the GF&P!  Too many fishing tournaments 
and too many out-of-state fishermen! 
 
ID:  1517 
I believe there should be a license that is less expensive for people that want to fish strictly, 
catch-and-release.  I figure if you’re never taking fish with you, then you should be able to fish 
for less money.  The few times a year I do fish, consist of catching crappie off my parent’s 
dock and then releasing them.  I could care less about catching a trophy fish or constantly 
taking fish from lakes and rivers. 
 
ID:  1536 
The Missouri River needs to be kept at better levels for better fishing.  I know for a fact the 
Glacial Lakes are over-fished by local area residents that take home many times their limit in 
a day and many times a week. 
 
ID:  1542 
I think they should have cheaper licenses for people the age of 16 through 20.  We just don’t 
have time to do much fishing with school, jobs, and sporting events. 
 
ID:  1544 
Non-resident anglers should not be allowed to fish in South Dakota if they can’t fish in their 
home state at the same time. 
 
We need less priority put on smallmouth bass numbers in lakes and reservoirs, as I feel it is 
hurting the walleye populations, which is what gets the majority of anglers attention. 
 
ID:  1545 
I think that the river is going down hill due to the over-harvesting of smaller walleye! 
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I also think that license fees are way too high for me because I only fish a few days out of the 
year.  I would like to see license fees drop by at least half! 
 
ID:  1547 
I only go fishing to spend time with my husband who loves to fish. 
 
ID:  1549 
From the age of 20 to 48, I fished very little.  But through a couple of friends a few years 
back, I took up the sport again and I’m glad I did.  I enjoy “getting out” into the outdoors.  I 
believe that the stores and shops are glad as well, as I have spent a lot of dollars over the 
past 5 to 6 years on related equipment. 
 
ID:  1554 
All lakes should have a sign posted telling anglers about what size length can be kept, and 
the limit.  Also, those signs on White Lake saying no cars beyond this point does not make 
any sense, as there are people who can not walk that far to the shoreline to fish.  In all, it is 
real hard for people with disabilities to fish at all.  It never used to be this way since White 
Lake was built in 1930.  People used to be able to drive on top of the dam and now they 
can’t.  This makes no sense at all.  What does it hurt? 
 
ID:  1565 
Even though the state needs non-resident revenue, it makes one wonder about over-
harvesting of some eastern lakes.  The few times I’ve attempted to fish the Waubay area, I 
would hear concern when at least 75% of the vehicles at the ramps were non-resident. 
 
ID:  1566 
I would like to see the Missouri River waters back to where they were a few years ago! 
 
ID:  1580 
I would pay more for a license if it included the park entrance. 
 
ID:  1592 
This questionnaire has nothing to do with sport fishing.  I see only trying to raise license and 
enforcement fees. 
 
ID:  1596 
I believe there should be a license for all disabled – not just vets!  I am a permanently 
severely disabled and live on a SSI check of $564/month.  I catch-and-release all the fish I 
catch and yet I pay the same as a competitive trophy anglers that fishes 50 times more than I 
do!  Is that fair? 
 
ID:  1598 
All of this may be of no use if the Army Corps of Engineers don’t get their ducks in a row and 
quit screwing the river up. 
 
ID:  1603 
My husband and I join friends and family during July 4th and Labor Day weekends to enjoy 
the sport.  Last year all I caught was a couple of walleye too small to keep and lots of 
bullheads, which we do not keep because we don’t eat them.  We go at these times quite 
often.  We’ve been doing this for the last 7 years.  We never come home with the limit 
allowed, but we keep trying.  Have a nice day. 
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ID:  1608 
I have heard about dirty boats coming into our waters from out of state.  All boats in and out-
of-state need to be clean. 
 
There is too much fishing pressure in northeast South Dakota when fish are biting.  The bait 
shops and others do not need to broadcast it all over the USA.  My guess is that too much 
pressure will hold down the fish population.  Also, too many slough lands locked by boss like 
landowners. 
 
ID:  1609 
I did some fishing in South Dakota, but I also did some fishing in other states where their non-
resident licenses were cheaper than our resident licenses.  Why is that?  I feel the lakes in 
some areas are not adequately stocked to keep fishermen in our state. 
 
ID:  1615 
More fishermen should be more “courteous” of people catching fish.  The best part of fishing 
is finding “the spot” on your own.  Nothing takes away from the pleasure of that faster then 
when you net a decent fish, and then here comes 2, 3 boats, right over your spot you found!  
Please Mr. Fishermen be creative, figure out your own “spot” or at least, keep your distance.  
We don’t mind sharing, but more often than not, when you have to copy us, you do not know 
what you’re doing and you spook the fish! 
 
ID:  1621 
Let’s put the out-of-state fishermen on a draw basis to lower the number of out-of-state 
licenses.  What are we going to do when we get everything fished out, like Minnesota?  I’d 
gladly pay $75 for a license if money were the reason. 
 
ID:  1624 
I think Lake Sharpe is being badly mismanaged, especially since you increased the minimum 
size limit on smallmouth bass.  Now there are so many smallmouth bass that I think they are 
eating most of the baitfish, and the walleye are getting thinner and thinner each year.  Last 
year (2003), I caught one walleye 21 ½ and one 24 ½ and they looked more like snakes, I 
didn’t eat either one of them.   
 
All through the 70’s, 80’s, and the early 90’s, I thought Lake Sharpe was a super walleye 
fishing lake, lots of nice good eating walleyes.  Now it is way over-stocked with small bass.  I 
catch one bass out of twenty that I can keep, about one walleye out of six that I can keep, 
and once in awhile a nice northern.   
 
If the out-of-staters want to catch bass for the fun of it, let them stay down south and do it.  I 
for one like my walleyes. 
 
ID:  1625 
The GF&P is about 2 years behind schedule in everything they do, including hunting and 
fishing. 
 
ID:  1639 
I feel stocking of fish in Spink County lakes has been overlooked and wish someone could 
help out! 
 
ID:  1640 
I only fish because my young son likes to, and I enjoy doing it with him. 
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ID:  1641 
Well this survey is a little bit long.  I am very concerned about the fishing on Mina Lake, west 
of Aberdeen.  Fishing used to be good out there and now it is like the dead sea.  I was just 
wondering if any plans are in future to help it or try and restock it.  Something needs to be 
done soon. 
 
ID:  1653 
Question No. 44 – I feel, as a resident, our gas and a few other things go up in price because 
of the season on fishing and hunting, so are we as residents, gaining economical advantages 
(from non-residents), NO! 
 
Question No. 57 – My father-in-law comes fishing for 2 days, maybe 2 times in the season.  
He is 80 years old (fishing from shore).  Maybe charge just $12 a day and you can buy the 
2nd, 3rd, and 4th at $12 a day.  Non-resident annual fishing fee should be higher.  Aren’t they 
Minnesota?  Although, I hate to compare South Dakota with those two or any other states.  
We are better then they! 
 
ID:  1658 
I think that non-residents should pay more to fish in our state.  I also feel that so-called guides 
should be required to pay additional licenses/fees for destroying our resources.  They should 
also be required to attend yearly training on sportsmanship and advise them that the water 
does not belong to them. 
 
All in all, I think the sport is too commercialized.  I am worried that either I will not be able to 
afford to fish or the resources will not be here for my grandchildren. 
 
ID:  1664 
I enjoyed this survey.  Please send me more to do.  I would do surveys for a fishing license.  
Thank you. 
 
ID:  1675 
I would love for South Dakota to have a Conservation License available to people.  For 
someone like me who only fishes a few times a year and who doesn’t catch very much, this 
would be a very good license to have available. 
 
ID:  1676 
Limit the use of technology in tournaments! 
 
ID:  1678 
I only fish because my husband does a lot of fishing and I enjoy going out on the boat. 
 
ID:  1684 
Additional regulations I would like to see are no high-grading on any fish species, daily limits 
reduced (panfish – 6), and northern pike 24” to 36” slot can’t be kept in this range (only on 
some lakes, for example, Bitter and Waubay Lakes). 
 
ID:  1705 
As you might have guessed, I do nothing but fly fish.  My main recreation is building, 
shooting, and hunting with Pennsylvania/Kentucky long rifles.  I prefer the basics, that’s just 
me.  No electronics, no boats, no technology that hasn’t been developed in the last two 
centuries. 
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I have a hard time learning about the “modern fishing enthusiast” complaining about fees, 
etc., when they are pulling a $20,000 boat.  Priorities?  I hope GF&P continues its course and 
does not falter to the majority who have actually better than most citizens in terms of fishing 
and hunting. 
 
ID:  1708 
We have small children and we just enjoy catch-and-release right now. 
 
ID:  1715 
I think our resident fishing licenses are too expensive.  We need to charge the non-residents 
more. 
 
ID:  1720 
The state is spending way too much money on boat ramps and things to keep the boat 
fishermen.  Maybe you should try to fix up some of the shorelines for the fishermen without 
boats.  Also, try to fix up some of the smaller lakes, dams, and ponds that are not on the main 
rivers, so people with kids can fish them. 
 
ID:  1721 
I hope that I have some of these survey questions right.  When I get time, I try to do a lot of 
fishing. 
 
ID:  1724 
Because of children’s activities and other commitments, we do not get a lot of opportunity to 
fish.  We would love to have more time to fish.  The kids are just getting to an easy age to 
take them fishing.  We are not very knowledgeable about fishing or all the issues. 
 
ID:  1728 
I only fish from the shore, and out-of-state boaters are extremely rude. 
 
ID:  1733 
I’m not sure I agree with the size limits that are used.  It seems to me that we are/would take 
too many of the smaller walleyes out of the waters.  Therefore, I don’t see larger fish being 
produced like there used to be.  I remember when it took 50 plus pounds to place in 
tournaments, now 25 to 30 pounds and you win.  That is just an example that I’m aware of. 
 
ID:  1736 
I’m sorry I wasn’t a very good pick to do the survey.  I used to go to take my grandson once in 
awhile. 
 
ID:  1737 
Tournament Fishing – I like the tag method; decide when you catch it to keep it or put in 
back, no exception. 
 
Catch-and-Release is a joke in a tournament; they die anyway.  How would you like to ride in 
a livewell at 80mph on rough water?  Give to the poor or nursing homes some how! 
 
We see GF&P catering to big money fishermen, but family camping should be affordable and 
it’s getting costly for a mother, father, and three kids to camp for a weekend.  They can go to 
a motel on night and swim all day cheaper. 
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ID:  1747 
Fishing is one of the most relaxing activities that a person can be involved in.  A person can 
enjoy the outdoors and even be rewarded by catching a fish. 
 
ID:  1748 
Raise non-resident license fees, maybe less fishing pressure and the same revenue for the 
state, and less work for the conservation officers. 
 
ID:  1749 
I spend a lot of time at the river and love the untouched beauty of it.  I worry about 
development on the river and hope the state will not allow over-development of the area.  
This would spoil the natural beauty of the area and the whole fishing experience. 
 
ID:  1753 
We love to fish South Dakota.  Your conservation officers are very professional.  We are only 
novice fishermen and do not fish very often and we certainly are not professional.  Many 
times we have a hard time catching a meal of fish.  This is usually the case.  We do not break 
your rules intentionally, but worry about doing so.  We have to pay way too much for the few 
days we fish.  I would consider myself in the vast majority of South Dakota licenses sold.  We 
are getting close to finding something else to do.  This Conservation License that you are 
considering may solve this problem.  I have never heard of that before or ever though of that. 
 
We also understand the economic impact of South Dakota fishing, tournaments, etc.  We 
want what’s best for South Dakota and you people are in a position to know that.   
 
Your regulations are way too complicated for the novice fishermen.  We are well education 
(college) and our income is such that we can afford the licenses.  They are just not 
reasonable anymore. 
 
ID:  1755 
I have to question the fishing limitations on private property.  Most of the fishing I do is on our 
privately owned land and dams, where the owner maintains the dams and fish.  It is not right 
that when I fish for bass I can only take home 5 from our own stock ponds.  It should be the 
landowners right to be able to take more than a limit of 5.  We have however, not exceeded 
the limit restrictions.  An angler who enjoys fishing on his/her own land would not jeopardize 
further fishing enjoyment for years to come. 
 
ID:  1767 
In my opinion the Game, Fish & Parks is doing a good job in the management of South 
Dakota’s fisheries.   
 
The time I spend on the water tournament fishing or fishing for fun is very important to me.  
The excitement and pleasure of fishing outweighs crowded water, small fish, and lost 
opportunities. 
 
I would like to see creel limits, size limits, and consumption advisories posted at the boat 
ramps.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  1771 
I live in town and it’s getting hard to find local dams to fish in.  Everyone wants to save them 
for out-of-state fishermen. 
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ID:  1786 
Last summer the GF&P had a handout survey on this same subject.  In this survey it was 
stated that there was too much fishing pressure on Lake Francis Case.  Now I see that the 
fishing regulations have changed for the benefit of hotels and restaurants.  All they did was 
kept the fishermen on the water one more day.  Why is the regulations in this state geared to 
money than fish, like it should be. 
 
ID:  1792 
My husband and I strongly disagree with fishing tournaments for the reason that it is probably 
a sure bet that they will be high-grading.  We also feel there should be more road checks on 
roads leading out of camping areas on the Missouri River. 
 
ID:  1793 
 My husband and I camp at Randall Creek Recreation Areas or Buryanek Recreation Area 
almost weekly in the summer (weekends).  We fish at these places from shore.  We mostly 
fish for the thrill of catching the fish.  We enjoy camping and use internet to make our 
reservations. 
 
ID:  1795 
Personally, I think they're too damn money going into the Missouri River.  On campgrounds 
and boat ramps, and not near enough on our state dams that our closer to fish for family and 
friends at home.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  1797 
Minimum lengths of walleye should be 14 inches long, instead of 15 inches.  14 inches all 
year. 
 
ID:  1799 
Think that out-of-state fishermen take way more fish than they should.  Believe they take 
several more times their daily limit.  They go out in the morning and get a limit, eat it, get 
another, and then catch their limits to take home also.  The problem on the walleye is that 
they “are” over-harvested, but it’s not from to big a daily limit, it’s that non-resident people are 
not stopping with just a one daily limit. 
 
ID:  1800 
I would fish a lot more if a guy could find an easy way of getting his stuff to the lake.  As it 
stands now, I’m not going to fish this year (2004) because it takes too much time to get all 
your stuff to the river to fish; and you won’t let us drive on the beach to be closer, so you don’t 
have to drag your stuff 1,000 yards to the water through knee deep weeds. 
 
ID:  1824 
I live on Shadehill Reservoir and do 95% of my fishing there.  I believe it should be stocked 
more often with walleye and panfish.  Shadehill is getting a lot more fishing traffic from the 
Black Hills and other states, and the GF&P are not keeping up with stocking. 
 
ID:  1827 
I would support higher fees if the increased revenue were used on the smaller dams and 
waterways. 
 
 
 
 



Fishing in South Dakota – 2003      Resident Angler Comments 
Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey    Appendix D 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 

549  

ID:  1848 
I believe fishing in South Dakota is very good.  I do have a couple of concerns though. 
 
1. Water quality in many lakes, but specifically rivers, and more specifically, the Sioux River 

is extremely poor.  I used to fish the river when growing up there and today I would not 
eat a fish from it.  I have also heard that many fish are no longer found there.  I don’t 
know if this is true.  I believe we need to control farm run-off to bring the quality back. 

 
2. I used to live near the Missouri River and enjoyed fishing there very much.  I have contact 

with friends still living there; and from news, it appears it is being greatly over-fished.  I 
would like to see more law enforcement to stop “double-dipping” and exceeding limits.  
When I lived there, there were many large fish taken.  Now I understand they are scarce.  
Too many people fish for quantity.  It would be nice too, if you could publish a directory of 
private lakes where owners allow bass fishing, perhaps a program like the “Walk-In Area 
Program” for hunting. 

 
I believe GF&P does a great job!  Thank you. 
 
ID:  1862 
The small lakes in the Black Hills area need more fish!  I usually go fishing about 3 to 5 hours 
at a time and usually catch nothing, but when I do catch something it is not a keeper.  In the 
2003 season, I do not catch anything worth keeping in the Black Hills area! 
 
ID:  1874 
I believe that if GF&P needs more money to run, then you should get additional funds from 
non-resident anglers.  As I think they are currently not being charged enough. 
 
I believe that if you have to cut daily limits, you should fist limit the non-resident anglers, not 
locals! 
 
ID:  1877 
35 years ago, when I was a youngster, fishing was good everywhere we fished.  Then the 
GF&P got more involved in collecting spawn in the Glacial Lakes Region of the state and the 
quality of the fish, and fishing in general, has gone down hill ever since. 
 
ID:  1882 
Thank you for the opinion survey!  I hope it helps! 
 
ID:  1890 
I feel that something must be done on Lake Oahe to improve fishing.  We are letting too 
much water out of the reservoir.  If the fee were less, maybe more people would get a 
license. 
 
ID:  1897 
The Orman Dam boat access is horrible.  This is one of the best walleye fishing bodies of 
water in the state.  Monies need to be earmarked for better camping facilities and boat 
access. 
 
ID:  1901 
I feel that the GF&P does a very good job handling the South Dakota natural resources.  
Keep up the good work! 
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ID:  1908 
Glad to be a part of fishing.  Let’s do some good things!  Thank you. 
 
ID:  1912 
I love fishing in the hills.  The lakes are great; the people (officers) are very friendly and 
helpful.  Fishing gives me a chance to be out in nature; and you all are doing a very find job.  
Thanks. 
 
ID:  1916 
I have friends and co-workers who have had bad experiences with over-zealous officers.  I 
know that if I have an encounter with an officer that gets off on flexing muscle, I will not 
continue to participate in, or support that activity. 
 
ID:  1918 
I have lived here for 4 years, but only fished here last year.  Most of my previous fishing was 
in Wyoming and Nebraska.  Some of my answers are based upon comparisons to those 
states.  Also, my fishing days are very limited, so based on 3 days of fishing.  I don’t know if 
I’m a good candidate for this survey, but I hope it helps.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  1926 
2003 was not an average fishing year for me.  As I am in the military and was deployed until 
June.  Enjoy fishing the Missouri River system when I get the opportunity.  I love to catch 
walleye there, but I have noticed a significant drop in sizeable fish in Lake Francis Case.  I 
have many fond memories while fishing there.  It is my hope that size limits are kept in place 
for many years to come.  Thank you for the opportunity to fill this survey out.  Sincerely. 
 
ID:  1928 
I grew up fishing, so I figured it was time to fish again.  I got the first license I’ve had in years.  
I took my pole with me and my new license when we went to Horsethief Lake to camp.  For 
the rest of the weekend we had fun.  One little fish got his back caught on my hook; it was 
pretty small, so I fished for fun.  After that, for the rest of the summer and fall, we went out in 
the hills, and most of the time I forgot to grab my $12 pole and tackle box; so many missed 
opportunities.  Well, there is always this year.  Fishing should be fun and some take it very 
seriously, so be it.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  1935 
I have for the last 2 years gone and fished Canada, instead of Lake Oahe.  The fishing is far, 
far better.  If it would take catch-and-release to improve our fishing, I would be very much in 
favor.  I live in the Black Hills and the fishing has really gone down hill.  I remember fishing 
Pactola Lake in the 70’s and 80’s and catching nice 5 to 10 pound brown trout.   Where did 
they go?  What about a better supply of batfish?  What happened to the smelt?  Please help 
bring Pactola Lake back.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  1939 
Do we get anything off on the 2004 license for completing this form?  That would be a bonus, 
if not it’s cool.  Thanks for watching our waters! 
 
ID:  1948 
I am interested in returning Spearfish Creek water to the creek channel between Maurice and 
Spearfish.   
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GF&P and the U.S. Forest Service need to facilitate the release of cold water from Sheridan 
Lake to maintain the Spring Creek fishing. 
 
I appreciate the work GF&P has done with Black Hills Flyfishers.  Keep up the good work. 
 
ID:  1952 
I don’t know how to answer Question No. 61.  Fishing is a very important part of my life.  I 
share this with my wife, family, and friends.  I would be easier for me to quit hunting.  We live 
to fish all year long.  2003 was not a good year for me, for fishing.  I had shoulder surgery 
that kept me from fishing for 3 months and limited me for a few more. 
 
ID:  1953 
Keep Cleghorn open, as it has the best spring fed system and has produced “outstanding” 
trout.  The benefit of the staff meeting, greeting, and teaching young people about fishing and 
fisheries cannot be counted.  These are our future fishers.  It would also insure we do not 
bring contaminated fish to the hills. 
 
ID:  1954 
I have very strong feelings concerning water quality and habitat as it pertains to trout fishing 
in the Black Hills region.  I am a lifelong resident of the Black Hills and in the last 30 years, I 
have seen a real decrease in the overall habitat for trout species, especially in streams and 
the now almost nonexistence of small ponds and or beaver dams. 
 
ID:  1957 
I live in Pennington County and usually fish Orman Reservoir because I fished the Missouri 
River as a youth, and find Orman similar fishing as the Missouri River for walleyes in a boat.  
I worry about the good fishing there, and too much pressure on the walleyes.   
 
I was proud of the GF&P to try and stop a fishing tournament at Orman when the water level 
was reduced to about 30% due to irrigation and drought.   
 
I feel there’s no sport in fishing concentrated walleyes in a small area.   
 
I trust the GF&P to keep the Missouri River fishing as well as they can with huge fluctuations 
in water levels in drought, etc. 
 
I do worry about too much out-of-state fishing on the Missouri River for walleyes. 
 
ID:  1967 
You should lower the price of licenses for both resident and non-resident. 
 
ID:  1974 
The walleye fishing is the worst I’ve ever seen in South Dakota.  We used to catch our limit all 
the time, this year never once did we.  There is so many small fish, many which die after you 
throw them back in. 
 
ID:  1975 
I would support the increase of license fees for “non-residents” only!  It appears the state 
laws/regulations are geared for non-residents, and I feel this is our state.  We, the citizens 
should be given priority in not only fishing, but all game licensing as well. 
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ID:  1978 
I am in the military and a new resident in the state, about 1.5 years. 
 
ID:  1985 
I don’t have a boat; so I would really appreciate a fishing dock at Orman Dam, not just one for 
boats.  Or at least share with us without a boat!  We’re very considerate to the boaters. 
 
ID:  1991 
Extra money for out-of-state fishing fees brings much needed money to our poor state; and 
fishing our streams and bodies of water, which is quite possibility the best water in the nation 
needs protection. 
 
ID:  1993 
I think it is completely wrong for a resident of South Dakota (taxpayer) to have to pay extra to 
get to some Park lakes to fish.  When is the state’s “grabbing hand” going to stop wanting 
more? 
 
ID:  1999 
Should have a slot limit at Angostura.  Too many larger walleyes have been taken for too 
long.  These larger fish are needed for future fishing. 
 
ID:  2001 
I have been fishing Lake Francis Case since 1978.  Fishing has been up and down over the 
years.  The last few years, fishing pressure has been very high.  We need to stop fishing in 
the springtime to allow fish to spawn.  I want my grandchildren to enjoy the river and fishing. 
 
ID:  2011 
Although I value my South Dakota hunting and fishing, I do not support any fee increases for 
residents.  I think regulations are very important to properly manage a fishery.  However, the 
2003 Fishing Handbook was very confusing to read compared to previous regulation books.  
Especially, the East River section. 
 
ID:  2021 
I have greatly enjoyed the management of selected lakes and streams for large size trout.  I 
appreciate the effort GF&P has put into management of the fisheries of South Dakota. 
 
ID:  2026 
I think the Game, Fish and Parks do a great job. 
 
ID:  2027 
I am increasingly alarmed at the blatant waste of fish on Black Hills streams.  I also camp a 
lot and see many people catch large numbers of fish; who keep them and later toss them in 
the trash unused.  Children seem particularly inclined to keep them and not eat them. 
 
ID:  2036 
Thank you for the opportunity to take part in your fishing survey, it’s a move in the right 
direction – South Dakota fishing needs help! 
 
I’ve lived in South Dakota all my life (54 years) and fishing has always been part of it.  I truly 
enjoy fishing and do quite a bit of it, but not in South Dakota anymore.  With fishing being so 
bad the last few years, we bought property in Montana and North Dakota and now do about 



Fishing in South Dakota – 2003      Resident Angler Comments 
Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey    Appendix D 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 

553  

80% of our fishing up there.  Unfortunately now, I’m the unwanted out-of-stater and they’re 
getting revenue. 
 
I would really like to see you close the spring fishing season to non-residents; their seasons 
are closed then, and here they come.  We lose a lot of fish in these two months.  Good Luck. 
 
ID:  2041 
This survey is too long!  It took up valuable fishing time, not to mention other time.  I believe 
you would get a more accurate response if it were shortened next time.  No matter how 
important fishing may be to a person, they don’t want to spend a half-hour filling out this 
survey. 
 
ID:  2050 
In 2003, I only did catch-and-release fishing and had great enjoyment fishing at Deerfield 
Lake and the Orman Dam area. 
 
ID:  2052 
Since my husband and I moved here, we have purchased a pontoon boat and enjoy being on 
it!  We have tried fishing from it on several occasions, and so far no results!  Think I did catch 
one bullhead once, but nothing more!  Guess we will try to learn more this year about fishing 
in South Dakota.  When living in Colorado (20 years ago), we always came home with a limit 
of trout.  Walleyes don’t seem that easy! 
 
ID:  2075 
I really wish for closer walleye fishing to Rapid City. 
 
ID:  2078 
I believe Angostura is way over-fished.  Just about 6 years ago, you could go there and catch 
decent walleye bass and crappie.  Now your lucky to get 2 keepers a day.  Fishing sucks 
there now!  Way too many tournaments.  You say that tournaments are not allowed from 8 
a.m. on Friday until 8:00 p.m. Sunday, that’s BS.  Two separate times I was there on a 
weekend the summer of 2003 and a tournament was going on. 
 
ID:  2099 
I strongly favor a family license for resident fishermen.  Our wives would like to go along with 
us once in a while.  This could build better family ties.  Hell, they don’t even fish.  Most of the 
time they just sit there wondering if we are about ready to go.  Please help us out.  
 
ID:  2118 
I really appreciate the GF&P giving us anglers a chance in shaping the future of fishing in 
South Dakota.  If you guys need any help, please let me know.  Very respectfully. 
 
ID:  2120 
There should be more lakes in western South Dakota.  It would be extra water in case of a 
fire in the Black Hills.  Plus, it would give more places for recreation. 
 
ID:  2139 
I didn’t fish this year due to having a baby as much as usual, so had my husband help fill out 
the survey.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  2147 
I do not want Orman Dam overly developed. 
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ID:  2151 
South Dakota fisheries are managed very well in comparison to some.  I have been at/in 
other states.  (This is only stated in relationship to a few waters in other states).  Also keep up 
the good work, it is comforting to see and even be checked by the GF&P personnel.  They 
need to stay out and active in the field. 
 
ID:  2153 
Now much of my license fee went to this survey? 
 
ID:  2159 
Something needs to be done with the fishermen who fish 3 to 5 or more days a week and 
cannot resist bringing a limit home all the time.  This group is having a major effect on the 
walleye resource. 
 
ID:  2164 
More fish in Orman so if you don’t have a boat you can still catch something from shore 
besides bug bites.  More open spots for live bait fishing. 
 
ID:  2165 
I’ve been living in South Dakota for 6 years now.  I’ve bought I think 4 fishing licenses.  As of 
yet, I haven’t caught a fish, which is my fault.  I don’t go fishing much.  I love the opportunities 
we have here.  It’s a beautiful place. 
 
ID:  2167 
There should be more restrictions for people using jet skis, etc.  Several times we have 
almost been hit while we were sitting still in the boat fishing.  They are dangerous and people 
are reckless, drinking alcohol, and not paying attention.  Maybe they need classes or 
boundaries set. 
 
ID:  2169 
Boat ramps on Lake Oahe often get muddy after excessive wind/waves, and to the point they 
cannot be used.  GF&P should establish a hotline so anglers can report when the cleaning of 
ramps is needed.  GF&P should develop contracts or other arrangements to clear high-use 
boat ramps of mud within say 4 to 8 hours.  Waiting 2 to 3 days is not acceptable, especially 
on weekends. 
 
ID:  2174 
I would like to see more places to fish for walleye. 
 
ID:  2169 
1. Eliminate all GF&P Commission staff; 
2. No amount of money can keep me from fishing; 
3. Paying to enter a public access area; and 
4. Hunting and fishing has become a rich man’s sport.  The common man can hardly afford 

to hunt and fish. 
 
ID:  2177 
We would like to see walleye and channel cats stocked in Sheridan Lake and the pike left 
there.  Not every single lake in the Black Hills has to be trout only or predominant.  One lake 
is not asking too much.  More stocking of perch in public access waters in west central South 
Dakota (Meade, Butte, and Pennington counties).  More public access to rivers below Gavins 
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Point, and the smaller rivers such as James, Cheyenne, Belle Fourche, etc.  Raise the fines 
for littering.  Everywhere I go I end up hauling out a bag or two of someone else’s trash.  
Why, no map for Big Stone Lake? 
 
ID:  2190 
For the most part my fishing experiences in the Black Hills have been fulfilling.  At Orman 
Dam, I was surprised that no fee for camping was charged.  It was nice, but overly crowded 
with numerous boats.  A lot of them not caring about the shore fishermen.  Speed also 
seemed to be a factor.  Maybe with fees it would limit overcrowding of boats on the lake.  
Thank You! 
 
ID:  2201 
During the summer of 2003, we were fishing in a public lake in the Black Hills of South 
Dakota (Pactola Lake).  We have fished the lake since 1980.  Two individuals approached us 
and demanded we needed to buy a “State Park Sticker”.  As an off-duty security officer, I 
asked when this went into effect?  The gentlemen told me in 1994.  This is a false statement.  
At this point each individual was asked for his/her identification cards, as I displayed my 
badge and name.  I never did get an answer to my question.  How do you turn a public lake 
into a state park without the proper facilities?  Next you will hear all public lakes in the Black 
Hills of South Dakota require a State Park Decal.  This cost would be very expensive and 
unprofounded to all the anglers that fish them. 
 
ID:  2205 
I am a professional walleye fisherman.  I would like to see the river systems like the Grand, 
Moreau, and Cheyenne Rivers shut down in the fall from October until the ice is on because 
of the present rules of fish, no culling, and sizes kept (too many big fish) being wasted due to 
bladders bursting when brought up from deeper waters (dead, then wasted).  You can’t keep 
the second fish over slot and if it’s dead you can’t throw it back, yet you keep it over limit.  I 
have seen floating dead fish many times because of this matter.  We need a change; we’re 
only hurting Lake Oahe!  Fisheries, our spawners are being killed! 
 
ID:  2207 
We fish mainly at Curlew Lake and it’s for relaxation.  Also we’re not big fish eaters, so it’s 
mainly catch-and-release. 
 
ID:  2213 
If you want to bring fees and regulations into play, add them to the non-fishing boats and get 
skis.  Nothing wreaks a fishing trip more than a Jet Ski or a powerboat tearing up the 
shoreline or tossing your gear all over.  Add a shoreline wake zone or some kind of 
designated crash area. 
 
ID:  2225 
Question No. 61 was very tough to answer.  So, I put down an amount that was the total of 
$20 per day I fished this year, but later thought that it should be more because of not having 
the option to go fishing.  Some years I go quite a few more times. 
 
ID:  2228 
More catch-and-release areas for trout in the southern hills. 
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ID:  2234 
I got married in May and my husband hadn’t camped or fished very much.  We did a decent 
amount of both this past summer and had a good time.  We plan on doing even more this 
summer. 
 
ID:  2239 
Question No. 61 – I spend an average of $30 per fishing trip (gas, lunch, bait, etc.), that’s 
$1,920 per year.  To not fish for an entire year would not keep me from enjoying the great 
outdoors of South Dakota.  I think fishing is a well-spent bonus. 
 
ID:  2240 
My opinion of Black Hills fishing is there should be made one or two bigger lakes for warm 
water fisheries, like bass, panfish, and northern pike, instead of focusing on trout only.  We 
have to travel a considerable distance to find this type of fishing.  Draining and poisoning 
these fish takes this opportunity away from fishermen that like this type of fishing. 
 
ID:  2242 
The one-day pass is too high for residents and non-residents, mainly non-residents.  A tourist 
comes to South Dakota with no fishing gear and says, maybe I’ll do some fishing; $12 for one 
day is too much.  Only wants to be able to take his boy fishing for a couple of hours.  Lower 
the price and you will sell more, as most of these guys can’t catch nothing anyway. 
 
ID:  2251 
Get fish limits all the same, so you don’t need to read the book before fishing different places. 
 
ID:  2279 
I feel that the fisheries of South Dakota belong to the people of South Dakota.  At no time, 
should this be forgotten.  If the money becomes a factor, then non-resident anglers must play 
a larger roll. 
 
ID:  2287 
Sorry about the delay, I was working out of state.  I didn’t see a due date, or the latest date 
the survey had to be in by?  Thanks for letting me participate, hope I was helpful.  Sincerely. 
 
ID:  2302 
I think lakes are over-stocked with too many very small fish. They should stock with fewer 
larger fish. 
 
ID:  2305 
Fishing is one of the most relaxing sports known.  So many traditions are built around fishing.  
All people should remember: 1) to pack their trash (old line, cigarette butts, etc.) out with 
them to preserve the beauty and cleanliness of the area, and 2) to prevent wildlife from 
becoming entangled or ill.  With everyone’s help we can keep South Dakota’s fishing areas a 
place where friends, family, and wildlife can spend time with Mother Nature in her pristine 
state.  Keep up the good work!  You’re doing a great job.  A big thank you to the Department 
of Game, Fish and Parks. 
 
ID:  2315 
I personally wish that more work could be done at Orman Dam in Belle Fourche to improve 
lake access for boaters.  I personally do not camp there, but I like to fish the lake and hope 
that something can be resolved to improve the road, and hopefully add another ramp!  I 
would pay a daily use fee to support improvements! 
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ID:  2323 
I would like to see a resident family license category! 
 
ID:  2327 
Normally I would fish much more here, but I have been working in Wyoming from springtime 
through fall the last 3 years.  I have done a lot of fishing on the North Platte, clear to Miracle 
Mile.  I have only caught a couple of fish less than 2 lbs.  I take their pick and return them for 
someone else to catch. 
 
ID:  2333 
I fish Pactola Lake and Orman Dam 100% of the time, very good fishing. 
 
ID:  2338 
Having a license, similar to a Conservation License, for summer only (like May to August), for 
those that don’t ice fish and do it for enjoyment. 
 
ID:  2350 
South Dakota should do what it can to make the waters and surrounding lands clean.  In the 
Black Hills area with all the mining that has been done and the poor attempts at clean up, a 
lot of people are very concerned about water quality and what may be in the fish taken from 
these waters. 
 
I also think non-resident license fees should be much higher.  I realize that non-residents 
bring money into the state, but it gets rather discouraging when you can’t hardly fish in your 
own state and in your own backyard because it’s saturated with non-residents.  Also, it has 
been my observation that a lot of non-residents feel that since they don’t live here, that the 
rules and common decency don’t apply.  Double and triple dipping, littering, etc.  I feel that 
conservation officers should check on non-residents much more. 
 
ID:  2354 
Examine your data.  GF&P stocking and management should be based on scientific 
research.  Why do you keep stocking rainbow?  Browns get bigger and do better in big lakes, 
like Sheridan, Pactola, and Deerfield.  They taste better too.   
 
Also, you should stock walleyes in Sheridan Lake.  There are many lakes in the Black Hills 
where you people have done the same unproductive thing for years and years.  Take Center 
Lake in Custer State Park for example, the trout are skinny and sickly looking, but the lake is 
a gold mine of crawdads.  Why don’t you stock Center Lake with smallmouth bass?  It’s 
rocky; therefore, it’s perfect for smallmouth habitat.  Instead of trying to change lakes, try 
managing for species that will do well! 
 
ID:  2355 
Being a recent graduate I enjoy fishing, and plan to continue into the future.  This survey is 
entirely way too long and Question No. 61 is out of context.  People enjoy to fish for all 
different reasons.  Why would you ask this question? 
 
ID:  2364 
It seems that this state wants out-of-staters and their money more than they look out for its 
own. 
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ID:  2367 
Hope this helps! 
 
ID:  2381 
I appreciate this opportunity to complete this survey.  Just seeing a survey reassures me that 
some action is taking place. 
 
My desire for fishing is to make sure my family/children will always have the same 
opportunities for fishing that I have had.  Regulations are important to keep/maintain fishing 
quality. 
 
ID:  2384 
GF&P have been known to waste a lot of their resources in all the wrong spots or from over-
pricing as with most branches of government, such as this survey.  It would be hard to 
convince some that a survey is not needed, but maybe it should be downsized or taken at 
license renewal.   
 
Opinions of GF&P are very strong in South Dakota, especially this past year.  Here is mine.  
Without you, there would be no wildlife left or very little.  Landowners for the most part see 
wildlife as a nuisance, which the current population is deer mostly.  But yet they won’t let 
anyone hunt their land, kind of ridiculous.  Finding a solution is going to be tough.  
Landowners that won’t compromise should get no help from any branch of government.  No 
help means; no fences for hay corrals, no subsidies, no help with depredation, etc., and if 
they get caught breaking game laws the fine should be tripled or more.  Leasing to a small 
group of hunters is not a compromise.  Hunting licenses are through the roof.  I quit hunting 
because of the price.  Never have I hunted for trophies, but rather just for food. 
 
ID:  2390 
I usually spend many more days enjoying South Dakota fishing, but I just didn’t get the 
opportunities last year.  I’m looking forward to many more days on several South Dakota 
water bodies in 2004. 
 
ID:  2393 
I am a very busy person, and fishing is my way of relaxing.  I would appreciate it if there were 
larger and more bass in Bear Butte Lake.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  2396 
The only thing that disappointed me about fishing in South Dakota is the fact that in some 
places you have to pay to fish there.  One for example, is Dalton Lake and many other small 
lakes such as this one.  I feel that if I have already paid for a license, I should not have to pay 
to fish there.  I don’t believe I will fish there next year because of this matter. 
 
ID:  2397 
I would like to see more trout stocking in the Black Hills.  I would like to see GF&P purchase 
some of the private lands along streams for fishing and hunting purposes (Black Hills area). 
 
Bass fisheries should be expanded in western South Dakota with more public information 
about them.   
 
I am all for expanding public lands for the purpose of hunting, fishing, and other recreational 
activities.  I support GF&P for the recent purchase of a large parcel in the southern Black Hills 
area.  Although, GF&P got a lot of flack over it. 
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ID:  2399 
I fish Angostura Lake a lot during the summer, and after visiting with some of the locals, I 
have heard that you people constantly use this lake for taking walleye and crappie to stock 
other lakes.  There used to be excellent crappie fishing in this lake until about 2 years ago 
when you took and transplanted them in Bear Butte where they didn't survive. 
 
I also fish Orman a lot and see so many people keep everything they catch, no matter what 
size.  I have also seen them catch 2 or 3 limits a day. 
 
ID:  2407 
Guides are a big factor on the fish in the Missouri River, and you never asked one question 
on this matter. 
 
ID:  2418 
I love to fish!  I don’t eat them because I am allergic to them.  I spend as much time fishing as 
I can.  What ever you decide to change from this survey, I strongly support it.  GF&P do a 
good job, and if change needs to be done to insure everything continues for me, so be it.  
Thank you for choosing me for this survey and please consider me for the next.  Sincerely. 
 
ID:  2421 
I fish not to catch fish, but for the solitude it brings.  No cell phone and no business 
emergencies.  Just me, some night crawlers, and the belief that I’m going to catch the best, 
biggest trout ever! 
 
ID:  2432 
Better docks at Lake Oahe. 
 
ID:  2439 
My brother and I have fished South Dakota for 3 years now with our sons.  We have a great 
time in South Dakota.  We always catch fish.  Last year the four of us caught 263 fish total in 
5 ½ days.  The biggest pike was 38 ½ inches.  We catch a lot of walleyes, but no big ones 
yet.  We use no live bait.  We know last year will be hard to beat.  The women folk aren’t 
letting us escape this year without them.  Keep up the good work.  See you in May.  Thank 
you. 
 
ID:  2444 
I have enjoyed the Waubay Bird Sanctuary very much.  I wish there were more perch in Big 
Stone Lake.  Keep up the good work. 
 
ID:  2448 
Question No. 46 – Those species are over-harvested in some lakes, but not in all lakes.  
Thus, the need for lake specific regulations. 
 
ID:  2450 
More enforcement/presence is needed to uphold current regulations!  Out-of-staters should 
be prohibited from fishing South Dakota when their state is closed in the spring.  Out-of-
staters should pay A LOT MORE MONEY to fish South Dakota! 
 
ID:  2453 
The people who abuse the rules, size, limit, etc. hurt all anglers.  I’m all for making sure 
anglers know and follow the rules, and if they don’t, they should be adequately punished.  
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Resident fishermen sometimes act like they should be exempt from some of the rules.  Non-
residents help the economy, but we need to make sure that doesn’t overshadow the 
importance of good management. 
 
ID:  2455 
The water level in Lake Oahe needs to be stabilized to eliminate the large drop in water 
levels.  You need to put a good low water boat ramp at Orman Dam. 
 
ID:  2456 
Some lakes, e.g., Alvin, have motor (hp) limits; I would prefer speed limits, as I do not own a 
kicker, but would like to fish those lakes. 
 
ID:  2462 
I believe there are too many tournaments going on.  The people that come around to fish 
these tournaments don’t fish for the enjoyment; they fish to get money (most of the people, 
not all).  They don’t care if they kill the fish as long as they win that boat or money.  If they 
stopped offering money, new boats, and vehicles, you would see a great decline in entries to 
these tournaments.  Fishing has been a family sport for years.  It was a means to put food on 
the table and for friends, family, etc. to appreciate each other and the right to fish, and 
appreciate what God has provided us, not to abuse it.  I can see our fish and the freedom to 
go fishing is dwindling to nothing, which is a shame.  But we all as sportsmen have done it 
ourselves from being greedy. 
 
ID:  2465 
Fishing limits on the Missouri River should not be as low as they are now.  This forces people 
to go elsewhere for fishing. 
 
ID:  2471 
I lived in Pierre for 9 years and saw the fishing steadily fall off.  What the reason is, I don’t 
know.  I do know that myself and many others that fished a lot have tapered off and some 
have sold their boats.  I once said, I would never move from Pierre because of the hunting 
and fishing.  With the pay hunting for deer, constant problems with ranchers on Corp land, 
and decreased fishing, it was not as big of a factor to move away. 
    
ID:  2479 
Should be like the State of Wisconsin.  No fee for 65 years or older and disabled persons.  
Thank you. 
 
ID:  2488 
We are disappointed about the boat landing near Burbank on the Missouri River (Union 
County) being abandoned.  Will there be access to this area in the future? 
 
ID:  2490 
We live on a border lake and I think both states are not doing the job of stocking this lake!  
We always here there is lots of fish.  We live here, we know better. 
 
ID:  2492 
It makes me sick when you put these walleye restrictions on lakes like Waubay.  If an angler 
is fishing a 30 foot hole and they catch a 13 ¾ inch walleye, they should have to keep it and 
quit when their limit of (4).  It should be (4) is caught.  You make them fish all day for that 14 
incher fish, and in the process they kill (100) 13 ¾ inchers, which is absolutely ridiculous.  I 
have moved for the main reason of getting out of the small walleyes to catch perch and I can’t 
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get away from them.  I quit going to Waubay because I would kill too many fish.  Make these 
people take the 13 ¾, give them (4), and they would probably quit for the day; sparing 
hundreds of other fish.  Also I think out-of-staters should only be allowed 3-day passes, not 
yearly.  You guys are doing a terrible job with the fish management.  Your book of regulations 
is like the bible; big and you need to have at all times to remember what’s what.  You are 
making stuff way to complicated.  Thanks for taking the fun out of fishing. 
 
ID:  2497 
Fishing regulations are very important to maintaining a quality fishery.  However, I do not 
believe South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks has the capability or expertise to “micro” 
manage each individual lake.  Complex regulations (and higher license less) have led some 
people to abandon fishing.  Ultimately, that is bad for the fishery and our state. 
 
ID:  2501 
I think spring should be closed for the walleye spawn.  Maybe put a size limit on perch of 6 or 
7 inches.  People take too many little fish.  Thanks for asking my opinion. 
 
ID:  2505 
We need to charge more for out-of-state licenses.  Too many out-of-staters fishing.  I think on 
Lake Francis Case and Lake Sharpe, you should keep the size limit year-round.  Too many 
small fish are being taken. 
 
ID:  2508 
The reason I answered Question No. 54(h) the way I did is because I was checked while 
duck hunting.  When the officer approached me, I offered to shake his hand while I 
introduced myself.  He would not shake my hand.  I thought his gesture was very unfriendly 
and cold. 
 
ID:  2509 
Years past, I enjoyed bass/panfishing at local private ponds in Gregory County.  River fishing 
always seemed expensive(travel, gear, and time).  Also, I felt fishing at home decreased the 
chance for violations from GF&P.  I felt that trying to start fishing big water would take too 
much time sorting out what we can/can’t do, and did not want to take the chance. 
 
ID:  2510 
If you don’t own a boat it’s next to impossible to find a place to fish.  It almost has come to the 
point that only the people with money will be fishing and hunting (good places). 
 
ID:  2512 
I do a lot of fishing on Lake Brandt.  The walleye fishing here has decreased substantially in 
the last 3 years.  I would like to know if GF&P is going to start stocking walleyes again in this 
lake.  I have not heard anything about which waters have been stocked and which ones 
haven’t.  More information about his subject would be something I would be interested in.  I 
don’t have any of the answers of how to make things better or even if making things better is 
even possible.  I think the questionnaire is a good idea.  Thanks for your dedication to making 
South Dakota better. 
 
ID:  2516 
Keep up the good work.  We appreciate it. 
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ID:  2520 
I feel some of the fishing regulations are caused by too many out-of-state fishermen.  
Examples: 
1. Fort Thomspon – 100 boat trailers parked (15 South Dakota licenses and 85 out-of-state 

licenses). 
2. Waubay – Same thing (70 to 80% of the fishermen are out-of-state). 
 
I feel the over-harvest of fish is not caused by South Dakota fishermen, but by the number of 
out-of-state fishermen.  You put in regulations on fishing that is not caused by South Dakota 
fishermen, so we have to pay the price of fishing.  I would bet there are more fish caught by 
out-of-staters than South Dakota fishermen.  Take care of the fishermen in South Dakota.  
Don’t penalize us for what they do.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  2521 
Fishing is a big part of my life.  I would like to see my grandkid and their grandkid enjoy the 
fishing I have had in South Dakota water.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  2525 
1. This state’s resident license fees are higher than North Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, or 

Montana residents have to pay.  South Dakota license fees are too high!  In all of our 
neighboring states you can buy out-of-state licenses for about what we pay for resident 
licenses – lower your fees! 

 
2. There were three lakes we used to camp/fish at when I was a kid.  The state GF&P took 

them all over and no longer allows camping at these sights.  You now need to stay in a 
state run campground away from the water and pay big bucks to do so.  More GF&P 
greed! 

 
3. I think that if Minnesota has a closed season on walleye and northern pike in the spring, 

then our state should be closed to people from Minnesota during that same period.  
Same for people from Iowa and any other state that closes their fishing season during 
certain times of the year.  We can’t go to Minnesota and catch walleyes when their 
season is closed, so why do we allow them to come here and catch our walleyes and 
northern pike during that same time period?  If the season is closed to them in their state, 
it should also be closed to them in ours! 

 
ID:  2526 
Game wardens drive too nice of vehicles; should be spending on more important things!  
Some game wardens go to the point of harassment to figure things out.  For example, 
(_______, SD), they try to bust you over and over again even though no laws are being 
violated. 
 
ID:  2527 
I understand the economic value of bringing non-residents to South Dakota to fish, but I 
personally and strongly dislike sharing South Dakota waters with non-residents.  I feel that 
non-residents come to South Dakota and fish during the closure of the season in their own 
state.  Another reason that non-residents fish in South Dakota is because their own states 
are over-fished signifying that the fishing is poor in their own state.  My only concern with 
allowing non-residents to continue to fish in South Dakota is the over-fishing of South Dakota 
lakes ruining the overall fishing experience in South Dakota. 
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ID:  2528 
Don’t forget the economic values of the resident anglers also.  Many dollars is spent by all 
anglers in tackle, gear, clothing, gas, bait, boats, ice shacks, meals, lodging, licenses, etc.  
The resident anglers spend all their money in South Dakota to enjoy fishing; non-resident 
anglers only spend a small portion of this total investment in South Dakota. 
 
ID:  2529 
Overall I feel you guys are doing a great job at the GF&P.  Keep up the good work. 
 
ID:  2530 
I would like to see seminars put on by GF&P to teach how to fish when and where. 
 
ID:  2544 
I enjoy my fishing opportunities.  My work and having 3 kids under 6 years of age have 
decreased my fishing significantly in past years.  I plan to do more with my family in the 
coming years as the ids get older.  I hunt a lot and since I had to give up some of my 
activities, fishing took the hit.  When I do get out I really enjoy it, but I do try to catch a limit, 
and when I go, I try to go to a lake that is catching fish.  I like the slot limits for protection, and 
when I see a new regulation on harvest, I usually agree, i.e., (Waubay and the Missouri 
River).  You asked me to put a dollar value to give up one year of fishing.  The only reason it 
is so low is because I haven’t had the opportunity the past couple of years.  I usually release 
most of my bigger fish and keep the small fish (walleye).  My limits is 18 inches, so the 
mercury levels don’t concern me unless I’m never informed about bigger fish carrying the 
higher levels of mercury.  It does frustrate me sometimes to see a boat ramp 90% full of Iowa 
and Minnesota license plates, but I understand the economic impact.  I’m just thankful I don’t 
have to fish in Minnesota and Iowa! 
 
ID:  2553 
The new younger GF&P employees need to be speeded up in promotions and the older guys 
retired sooner, as they have circum to the politics and are not interested in the people and the 
fish.  Conservation officers need to do more visible things such as, visit all bait shops and tell 
creel surveys and netting results. 
 
ID:  2568 
I think South Dakota is one of the most spendy states for a resident to hunt or fish compared 
to other states.  I lived in South Dakota all my life; fished and hunted.  It seems that we are 
doing more for the out-of-state people then we do for local people.  Everything seems to go 
up ($), but some things never change.  Deer license - $15 to $30 to shoot an any deer (why)?  
Just like a preference, what a joke! 
 
ID:  2571 
§ More smallmouth! 
§ Less northern pike! 
§ More fly fishing opportunities for trout – East River. 
 
ID:  2573 
I did not fish as much as I usually do because of a new baby.  I would like to see more money 
spent on watershed restoration than on public access and facilities.  In my opinion, if 
sportsmen are afraid to get their $60,000 truck and boat set up scratched or dirty, they should 
stick to already improved public water access areas.  To me, it ruins the outdoor experience 
to drive on blacktop from your garage to the boat ramp. 
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South Dakota has a great thing going.  The lakes, even on heavy fishing days, are not too 
crowded.  These beautiful prairie lakes are not ringed with houses with fertilized green lawns 
as in Minnesota, where I am from.  Learn from what Minnesota has done wrong and keep 
doing what you (GF&P) have been.  It seems to be working.  
 
On a more controversial note, I would like to see the muddy Missouri River system returned 
to pre-reservoir condition.  Walleyes are a great fish, but so are smallmouth, sauger, 
paddlefish, sturgeon, etc.  The potential for a unique fishing experience in the United States 
is huge, not to mention the hunting, camping, hiking, and tourist possibilities in the watershed.  
The barge traffic on the Missouri that is used mostly to maintain the channel is a joke.  Let St. 
Louis and New Orleans deal with it. 
 
ID:  2574 
Fishing is a sport.  Every sport produces a winner and a loser.  Even though I have left many 
lakes without fish, the beauty of South Dakota’s lakes and rivers always leave me with the 
feeling of being a winner. 
 
I’ve seen too many times our lakes severely over-harvested, especially with white bass and 
small walleyes.  I would like to see a larger crack down on anglers taking illegal limits, as to 
provide fair fishing for all. 
 
ID:  2577 
I would like to see more brook trout and fewer brown trout in the Black Hills streams.  I see no 
value in stocking rainbow trout in streams (if you still do). 
 
Low flows and warm-water species have created a problem in French Creek (Black Hills).  
Snow/rain will eventually improve stream flows, but the trash fish, northern pike, bass, and 
perch are another matter. 
 
ID:  2578 
Question No. 54(J) – If they don’t known, they should ask.  I don’t eat fish, but my wife does.  
I fish for the fun, relaxation, and family time. 
 
ID:  2586 
I should get a free license for this survey! 
 
ID:  2590 
I believe there is too much over-harvesting.  I would like to see the state monitor the ramps 
more aggressively.  When the fishing is good, too many boats are going out a second time in 
one day.  They think that because they have driven so far and paid so much that they’re 
entitled to a 2-day limit.  If caught, they say it was yesterday’s catch or they may also have a 
lunch and supper on them, and then go back out. 
 
ID:  2596 
Question No. 8 – Missouri River is very crowded in the spring.  Fishing tournaments are in my 
thinking, is gambling.  They should be able to enjoy the sport for what it is. 
 
ID:  2597 
Not only Minnesota and Iowa, but also Nebraska fishermen must have a hotline when they 
are biting here.  Too many times I have went to the Platte area to go river fishing and the 
parking lot has about 50 to 70% Iowa or Nebraska license plates.  Raise their fees and 
maybe they will think twice.  They tend to take a lot smaller fish too.   
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Contact more township board members about keeping lake access on smaller ponds and 
lakes clean and graded once in awhile for ice fishing and spring fishing.  Some places would 
only take a few minutes off his route when he was going by with the maintainer. 
 
ID:  2598 
I am a person that really likes to fish, but does not get the time to go usually more than a 
couple of times a year.  All the regulations that I read about from lake to lake become 
confusing.  Some people that fish all the time take more than their limits.  Their freezers are 
full, which seems to take away from the sport of fishing and abuses the system. 
 
ID:  2601 
We have too many out-of-state fishermen and too many rules and regulations. 
 
ID:  2607 
Minnesota and Iowa anglers should not be allowed to purchase non-resident fishing licenses 
when their walleye season is closed. 
 
ID:  2620 
Personally, I think the quality and quantity of fish in our lakes and rivers is pretty good.  One 
thing that concerns me is the quality of the water in our lakes.  The water, in my opinion, 
should not be green and slimy from June through September.  There must be something that 
can be done to get rid of the algae.  I realize that it’s expensive, but can’t we do something.  
When we go to a lake to relax and enjoy fishing or bating it’s really sad to see such beautiful 
areas look and smell so bad.  The kids can’t swim and we can’t fish because of the smell and 
slime.  I’ve heard talk of buffer zones and keeping livestock out of the water.  Is anything 
being done?  I would like to hear a report every now and then on the news or in the paper if 
possible.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  2621 
As with fishing, everything is becoming too commercialized, bent on catching your limit of 
large fish no matter what species.  We fish for the pure enjoyment of nature and to teach the 
next generation sound morale values dealing with the outdoors.  People need to start 
realizing that we need to teach our young people fishing, hunting, etc., or pretty soon it will be 
all commercialized and we will pay to hunt and fish. 
 
ID:  2625 
We need to keep the water in South Dakota for our reservoirs.  I think the money that comes 
in from hunters and fishermen is greater than the barges. 
 
ID:  2629 
The Missouri River between Yankton and Sioux City does not have enough access or good 
boat ramps.  Fishing has become very poor.  Bigheaded carp is a problem and spoonbill are 
declining. 
 
ID:  2630 
Guides are as much of a problem as any one.  I was at Lake Sharpe last year and saw a 
guide bring in 16 walleyes and clean them.  He had 12 walleyes for 3 clients and 1 limit for 
himself.  In the afternoon, when I was cleaning my catch for the day, he had 3 more clients 
and was cleaning 16 walleyes again.  The guide took his limit twice.  I know a lot of people 
who fish and can attest to this.   
 



Fishing in South Dakota – 2003      Resident Angler Comments 
Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey    Appendix D 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 

566  

Guides should be regulated and not be allowed to catch client limits.  They are making 
money off of South Dakota’s natural resources and tax money.  They shouldn’t be allowed to 
abuse it.  They don’t want people like me fishing who have their own boat and can catch fish 
just as well as they can. 
 
ID:  2634 
Fishing in South Dakota is great, but you are making it a tourism ordeal.  We need more 
enforcement on all waters.  Need to make faster decisions on managing these waters taking 
too many fish.  Waubay is a good example.  14-inch fish needed 2 years ago; fish are 
stunted.  Haven’t grew for 2 years.  The river is going to suck.  I love to fish the river, but the 
out-of-staters ruin it.  They take over and the locals take over. 
 
ID:  2637 
Let’s give people more reasons to live in South Dakota.  First, please consider a significant 
raise to non-residents.  Iowa and Minnesota are crowding us too much.  The ones that come 
are usually not poor; $100 fee would only slow them down a bit, but you would have more 
GF&P money!  It would also slow water contamination, e.g. Zebra Mussel!  Second, close 
South Dakota to Iowa and Minnesota during the time of year that they cannot fish (all or some 
species) their waters.  They crowd us heavily at those times (I live near their borders)!  A 
good survey!  Thanks for asking! 
 
ID:  2639 
When I fish it for enjoyment and relaxation.  It is great fun added when you catch a few fish.  I 
feel all the technology is ruining "fishing”.  Pretty soon they can call it harvesting if there are 
any left to harvest.  People are very greedy.  A lot of them want to catch them all.  Thank you 
for caring. 
 
ID:  2640 
Hunting and fishing fees are high when you only go a few times a year (less than 10 days), 
but on the other hand when a person has time to fish and hunt a lot the fees are cheap. 
 
ID:  2644 
Please keep walleyes well stocked in the Missouri River in the Platte area.  Charge non-
resident anglers more money for licenses.  Do you ever stock walleyes in the Missouri River 
from the Yankton to Springfield area?  Keep up the good work! 
 
ID:  2646 
In my opinion, size restrictions on fish for any species should be statewide all year long with 
no exceptions. 
 
ID:  2661 
I would like to learn more about fishing because my kids love to fish.  This would be good 
family time. 
 
ID:  2664 
You can see by my answers that I am 100% behind the GF&P, regulations, and fishing, but 
there are some people who work for you who are rude and don’t care about scratching 
another person’s boat.  Why weren’t there any questions about that? 
 
ID:  2666 
Thanks for your efforts to make South Dakota a great “outdoor” state! 
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ID:  2671 
I believe this 16 page questionnaire was a waste of my time and money.   
It’s no wonder you raise license fees: 
§ To keep our state GF&P employees busy during the off season; and 
§ To cover the cost of this ridiculous survey. 
 
P.S.  What is a Planning Coordinator/Human Dimension Specialist? 
 
ID:  2672 
Fishing is a thrill to me and I love our state.  I am a salesman and I travel southeastern South 
Dakota.  I talk fishing with many people and I feel that I am very informed.  I can tell you that 
the #1 concern is non-resident fishing.  I hat what happened at lakes like Thompson.  People 
from Iowa love to tell stories of trips where they camped with a group and filled a 5 gallon 
bucket full of perch fillets.  As mentioned before, please change the limits on good crappie 
and perch lakes to 10 each.  I can feed my family of four with 4 to 6 good sized panfish.  Also, 
I have seen first hand over the years, the decline in good overall fishing at Lake Francis Case 
(Chamberlain area).  Out-of-staters do come there to fish because their season is closed.  
Lake Thompson and Lake Francis Case used to be my favorite fishing areas, but not any 
more due to crowding and over-harvesting.   
 
I would like to see more limit regulations, like you have at Waubay Lake (Great Job!).  Perch 
fishing at Waubay Lake is awesome and Lake Thompson used to be!  Too slow to react.  I 
fished walleyes there in October, and you can still catch large fish if you know what to do, but 
I can tell you on the main lake there is a lot of small walleyes.  Now that there is easy access, 
just like Lake Francis Case by Chamberlain, both places need new limit restrictions.  If you 
would have done that sooner, maybe you could have saved both fisheries.  I like to catch 
many fish; walleyes 14 inch to 18 inch are my favorite, 11 inch perch, and 11 inch crappies.  
My personal limit on panfish is no more than 10, and I let large walleyes go, but I feel when 
you are coming from out of state the mentality is; we spent all this money getting here, I’m 
going to take all I can.  Finally, I would like to say I enjoy catching lots of fish, and releasing a 
lot of fish.  So more is better, not lakes with small fish/big fish only.  Thank you for this 
opportunity.  Please ask more often, as I think you could use more input. 
 
ID:  2682 
Boats with fish finders suck – cheaters. 
 
ID:  2685 
I am a father of 5 children, which takes up almost all my time.  I love to fish, but have been 
very limited in time to do it.  As my children grow up, I will have more time to fish and will 
probably take them.  I am disappointed by the fees to get in near a lake to fish (must have a 
vehicle permit or sticker to get in).  My tax dollars along with others already paid for the state 
to purchase the lake areas, that certainly should be able to maintain that area.  So my 
solution was that I dug 2 stock dams on my own property and stocked them with bass, 
bluegill, channel catfish, and crappies.  Now they have been in there for 2 years.  Maybe next 
year I can begin to just fish on my own land and never buy a fishing license or park permit.  I 
can afford a license, but it makes me so mad to see the licenses and park fees keeping out 
the very people that helped purchase them.  The ordinary taxpaying working man doesn’t 
have enough money to afford fishing licenses and park entrance fees.  I see the GF&P as 
just another money hungry government setup. 
 
ID:  2687 
Question No. 48 – Spring fishing closure should be for non-residents only. 
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ID:  2689 
I live by Swan Lake (Turner County).  I buy my Sportsman’s license every year, so I can do 
all phases of hunting and fishing.  I didn’t fish this year because of no fish to catch in Swan 
Lake.  Bullheads and carp were the main fish.  Swan Lake use to be a good crappie and 
perch lake, but now only a few sauger are caught by a diehard fisherman.  The water level 
has to come back to the level it was to produce fishing like it used to be.  This could be done 
if government would stop playing games with us sportsmen. 
 
I have hunted, fished and trapped this area for 70 years; I have seen a lot of changes in 
wildlife in that time, but more has to be done to get back to the “good old days”.  Keep up the 
good work, we need to improve on all aspects of fishing and hunting.  Yours truly. 
 
ID:  2693 
I feel the non-residents do not pay their fair amount for the use of our ramps and lakes.  A 
non-resident can buy a family fishing license cheaper than I can, when I have to buy 4 
individual licenses.  Then there is no place to park my pickup and trailer because there are to 
many of them. 
 
ID:  2694 
I think my limits in northeast South Dakota lakes are too low and restrictive.  I have seen 
many of these lakes almost dry and the fish die.  I travel over 200 miles to get there and it is 
not worth it only to catch 10 perch, crappie, etc.  That would be alright if I lived in Webster or 
up that way, but too costly for what few I can catch.  That is why I fish the little marginal lakes 
in the northeast and not the big main lakes.  If there was only good fishing on the big lakes in 
the northeast, I would not go there.  I love the area, but it is too bad there are so many 
restrictions! 
 
ID:  2696 
There should be a separate limit(s) for anglers who use electronics for ice fishing.  It seems 
there are just too many anglers who have full access to the lakes when the ice freezes and 
the quantities of fish being taken on the ice is increasing. 
 
ID:  2702 
There are too many people that fish about every day and have their freezer full of fish.  This 
problem has to be addressed and enforced better.  We, people, that like to fish a few 
weekends a year have all the fish taken by the “hogs” out there.  I believe a tag system 
should be used.  For example, a license only allows you to catch so many walleyes a year.  
Thank you. 
 
ID:  2705 
Business fishing with out-of-state customers is very important to my business.  I don’t 
personally get to fish frequently, but feel careful management of South Dakota fisheries to be 
especially important to our state’s overall economic health.  It will be expensive and there will 
be fights, but it must be done. 
 
ID:  2706 
Brand Lake needs a state boat ramp on the west side of the lake! 
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ID:  2708 
I think the fees for out-of-state licenses should be raised for resident of a state that has their 
season closed.  I also think the boat ramps should have a flashing light by them to help 
anglers get off the lakes in bad weather or at nights. 
 
ID:  2710 
I feel the Game, Fish and Parks does a good job of managing our waters.  The one concern I 
have is it seems that more game wardens now days are out to see how many people they 
can give a ticket to or “catch” doing something wrong.  I hear a lot of negative comments 
about game wardens being more interested in enforcement and not as much about 
everything else that goes along with it. 
 
ID:  2711 
I always buy a combination license so that I have the option of fishing if the opportunity 
arises.  I spend a lot of time on the water, usually engaged in activities other than fishing.  
With this in mind, I would not support a significant increase in license fees.  However, water 
quality is quite important to me and a few dollars one way or the other makes little difference.  
My feeling is that if you can afford a fishing pole, you can probably afford the license fee, 
especially when you consider that it’s good for an entire year of recreation. 
 
ID:  2717 
I’d like to see a method implemented to reduce the amount of fish taken on a body of water 
when there is a “hot” bit happening.  When a lake is “hot”, the fishing pressure can ruin a 
lake.  It has happened on Lake Kampeska, Lake Madison, and Lake Poinsett.  Can’t you 
change a limit during mid-season or limit the number of anglers?  Mandate a “take a number” 
system on some lakes.  I love to fish, but despite the fact that we let certain lakes get “fished 
out”. 
 
ID:  2719 
I guess I don’t mind paying for something so long as it’s money well spent, but I can only 
imagine the cost for this survey and other things similar to this, that continue to drive the price 
up on hunting and fishing licenses.  You actually wonder whether or not you’re getting the 
bang for your buck or just paying out money senselessly. 
 
ID:  2725 
I would like to fish more, but time doesn’t allow.  Too bad because we enjoy fishing very 
much. 
 
ID:  2728 
I believe the GF&P should continue to manage the waters even if some mistakes are made, 
it’s alright.  Management will keep us fishing for a long time. 
 
ID:  2735 
My cousin and I like to fish together for catfish.  He is from western Iowa.  I would like to have 
a 3 or 4-day license that is a little cheaper or a Conservation License would be perfect. 
 
ID:  2737 
If you want to increase license fees, do it for non-residents only.  I have talked to and 
observed numerous out-of-state anglers who fish our waters every week hauling limits and 
large fish home.  I’m not sure they pay enough for the numbers they harvest. 
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ID:  2745 
I believe that Lake Francis Case has way too many non-resident fishermen in the early spring 
harvesting many of our walleyes.  It really appears that we are more concerned with the 
economic benefits of what these non-residents being in, rather than the walleye numbers 
available in this reservoir.  I would like to see us close the season to non-residents in the 
spring spawning period and limit the harvest limit to resident fishermen during this period. 
 
ID:  2747 
I think you people in GF&P do a great job.  You have a tough and difficult job to manage all of 
South Dakota’s waters.  We have great fishing in South Dakota.  Sincerely yours. 
 
ID:  2748 
§ If non-residents can’t fish their state, they should not be able to fish ours when their 

season is closed. 
§ If any lake is accessible by public right-of-way, the whole lake should be able to be fished 

(Long Lake by Lilly, SD). 
§ The out-of-state license fee should be raised and limit the number of days they can fish, 

like pheasant hunting. 
 
ID:  2753 
Fishing licenses should go on a tag system; so many walleyes per license. 
 
ID:  2758 
I don’t want to see a closed season in the spring for residents of South Dakota.  There have 
been times that I have been fishing for walleye in the spring on the Missouri River and 
reservoir when there are more out-of-state fishermen than residents.  I would rather see the 
spring season closed to out-of-staters than to close the season for everyone.  I think that a lot 
of the over-harvesting of fish in South Dakota is because of all the out-of-staters that come 
here to fish.  I think sometime the SD GF&P is too worried about the money from the out-of-
state fishermen.  People from South Dakota should be able to always fish.  We live here and 
the outdoors is one of the few benefits the average South Dakota has. 
 
ID:  2767 
I am now 50 years old.  I have lived in this great state all of my life – 2 years in Nebraska.  I 
grew up on a small 2,000 acre ranch in northwest Tripp County, not far from Dixon, next to 
the best outdoor place in South Dakota.  When I was 16, my dad decided I was old enough to 
handle a gun.  I could walk all day and never see another human and never see the same 
ground twice.   
 
A lot has changed in 35 years.  I still hunt the same ground I hunted as a boy.  I moved away 
in the dry years of “76”, got married, and the only way I live off the land now is to go where I 
was once a boy with a 12 gauge shotgun.  I am a lucky man.  There are turkey, white-tail and 
mule deer, coyotes, rattlesnakes, stars, and no car noise with fresh air.  I live in Sioux Falls; I 
miss it.  My old neighbors will let me hunt on their land (now I am careful to ask).  There are 
now two established pheasant enterprises, 5 miles from my old ranch.  My father has never 
taken any money to hunt because out of respect for me.  My son who is now 20, and in the 
Navy, will always remember his first turkey, deer, and coyote.  It will not be the same for him 
and his son.  There is too much greed, not enough land, too much technology, and too many 
people.  There is nothing you or government can do about it.  I wish I could help and I try by 
being a good hunter, but it will soon, if not already be all about money, contests and big 
bucks. 
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30 years ago in ancient times, we could catch 8 walleyes that were 3 lbs. from shore, where 
now you have to pay to drive in at Buryanek by Platte.  Now you get a lot of boats, people, 
and small fish.  The lake is over-fished since the early 80’s.  You guys hang in there.  I think 
you are doing the best you can in the times we live in.  Thank you.  
 
ID:  2768 
I feel there should be a small bag limit for perch out of Lake Henry (by Madison, SD). 
 
ID:  2771 
I would strongly like to see a vote on shutting down fishing until May, like the out-of-staters.  
These out-of-staters do not care about our fishing.  It is pretty sad that we love going out to 
the river, but the fishing is getting worse every year.  We care about our fishing and turn back 
a lot, if not all, big fish.  The out-of-staters take every big fish they can.  The big fish are our 
future fish.  That or raise the out-of-state license to $100 and put that money into re-stocking, 
but I prefer to have a vote on shutting it down until May.  For fishing tournaments, GF&P 
officers don’t have to check you while on the water; they burn 15 to 20 minutes of my time.  
They can check at the weigh-in for license and length of fish.  All in all, let’s get this fishing 
better for South Dakotans, instead of out-of-staters.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  2774 
I only have one comment.  When fishing and you catch a small walleye or sauger, in most 
cases they swallow the hook and you have to throw them back.  About 95% of the time they 
are not going to live, and the percentage may even be higher.  To me this is a waste of 
resources and makes no sense to discard a fish that is going to die.  To me this is a form of 
high-grading, demanded by regulation!  It does not accomplish what it was designed to do 
because of the fragile nature of this species.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  2776 
I know it takes money to manage the sport, but both hunting and fishing fees are becoming 
so inflated that it is harder for entire families to enjoy.  Since the change in license fees and 
structure (sportsman’s vs. combination), I have considered not being involved due to the high 
cost. 
 
ID:  2777 
I strongly agree with the closing of spring walleye season.  I think out-of-state fishing 
pressure is too heavy when fishing is greatest. 
 
ID:  2778 
We do some camping and are seeing a lot of out-of-staters and some resident campers 
catching fish in the morning; then have fish for lunch, and go back out and catch another limit 
in the evening to take home. 
 
Also, why don’t we stock perch in the southeast of the state?  Most lakes have largemouth 
bass with a 15 inch limit and are overpopulated with little ones or small crappies that don’t 
grow.  Too much time and money is put in the Lewis & Clark camping and recreation area 
and the small ponds, and lakes are left out in the southeast part of the state. 
 
ID:  2783 
I think that if non-resident fishing continues in the early spring their possession limit should be 
reduced to ½, to help with the over-harvesting of walleye. 
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ID:  2785 
I have never fished the Missouri River system above the dams.  99% of the reason I fish is for 
catfish.  My opinion is that they’re the best eating fish.  In years past, I used to run set lines 
and hoopnets.  I spent a lot of time in the past on the river fishing.  I believe the hoopnets and 
set lines took a lot of catfish out of the river.  I only fish with rod and reel now.  I enjoy taking 
grandchildren fishing. 
 
ID:  2788 
I have fished the entire spectrum of angling in South Dakota.  From the tournament trail to 
bank fishing.  Fishing used to be a high priority, it no longer is.   
 
Non-residents and their attitudes has pretty much driven me off the Missouri River.    GF&P 
missed the mark when all the big fish were being harvested in Pierre, both at nigh and during 
the spring.  I fished Sully Flats and Peoria Flats at night when there were only 2 or 3 boats 
besides me there.  The last time I fished it, there were close to 200 rigs out there!  I haven'’ 
been back since.  I have a trailer at Pierre that is for sale!  I’ve had enough.  I know fishing is 
going to be great out there again, but I’ll confine my angling closer to home. 
 
ID:  2793 
One of my biggest complaints is the poor and rude behavior of other boat operators while you 
are fishing.  Many boaters use no courtesy or common sense when driving by or approaching 
people fishing. 
 
ID:  2799 
I feel that the cost of resident licenses for fishing as well as hunting is too high compared to 
the cost of non-resident licenses, and also compared to the surrounding states. 
 
ID:  2808 
We have 2 kids, and I would like to see more stocking of bluegills and crappies.  You’re doing 
a great job on walleye and perch, but you can stop stocking northern pike; nobody seems to 
like them.  From somebody that has lived in Brookings County all his life. 
 
ID:  2810 
This looks like an overly expensive waste. 
 
ID:  2811 
I think there should be less fishing tournaments because bodies of water become 
overpopulated and also can force other anglers out of an area, which can make their 
experience less enjoyable.  Also, it really drains the fish population too.  Catch-and-release in 
large tournaments can also kill many fish. 
 
ID:  2813 
From opinions I hear the average angler seems to wonder which is most important to GF&P 
officers and revenue, i.e. fees and fines, or promotion, of the sport and common sense. 
 
ID:  2819 
Fishing is the backbone of this state.  We need to do a better job recruiting young people into 
the sport.  We also need to figure out some way to get control of our Missouri River water 
level to insure great fishing for years to come. 
 
ID:  2831 
Thanks for the opportunity! 
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ID:  2833 
I think the price of non-resident licenses should double or triple.  I go elk hunting in Colorado 
and Wyoming, and they are very over-priced, but I love to hunt elk, so make it the same for 
non-residents. 
 
ID:  2834 
I would like more lakes to be catch-and-release or restricted in the size and amount of fish 
taken.  I liked or agreed with what was done at Waubay this spring with possession of two 
fish, 16 inches or over. 
 
ID:  2838 
1. Combination fee is too high; and 
2. Need more shore fishing for elderly, handicapped, and general public – at good fishing 

spots.  Look at the Pierre area below the dam, and then compare it to other areas.  We 
truly lack fishing access (besides crawling over rocks). 

 
ID:  2839 
South Dakota needs more game wardens to check for violations.  I fish near Yankton and 
have never been checked in years.  Only time you see a game warden is during paddlefish 
season.  I see violators, myself.  I know people that fish daily and don’t pay any attention to 
possession limits! 
 
ID:  2843 
When water levels are high, fishing is generally better on the Missouri River system; keep the 
water flowing.  This produces good fishing and helps anglers.   
 
Also, you have a handicap access (the bubble) below Gavins Point Dam.  Thousands of 
dollars were spent to make this facility, yet the fishing area is only a mere puddle.  It’s a 
waste unless the GF&P dredges some of the sand out of there.  Same with the west end of 
Lewis and Clark Lake.  They need dredged or scooped out.  The bubble is only 2 feet deep!  
Come on people. 
 
ID:  2862 
I have a cabin on Lake Poinsett.  Almost all of my fishing is done there.  I think that this lake 
has been neglected as far as stocking fish is concerned. 
 
ID:  2864 
Most local lakes are hard to fish because of recreational boating, jet skis, etc.  Without a 
fishing boat, there is no access to fish any lake because of wealthy people having cabins, 
etc., and controlling the shoreline. 
 
ID:  2866 
You really need to limit the number of tournaments in one area, week after week, after week, 
it seems like too much pressure for one area.  The state should get at least 50% of entry fees 
for tournaments.  I fish for the enjoyment, not pressure to catch fish.  Keep a handle on them! 
 
ID:  2867 
Out-of-state people have ruined fishing.  They’re ramp hogs, litter bugs, rude, inconsiderate, 
and in general, a pain in the ass. 
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ID:  2871 
In general, I think our GF&P does a good job.  I think some officers need to realize they are 
our servants and should help anglers and not just police them.  I think our state is selling our 
fish to the out-of-state fishermen.  We should take care of our own first.  In the spring, if we 
can’t go to Minnesota to fish, they should not be able to fish here.  If their season is closed, 
our season should be closed to them.  Tournaments by are own people are all right.  
However, I have been present during a “Pro” tournament and those people should not be 
allowed, as they are disrespectful and just plain jerks.  I enjoy fishing and I don’t have to load 
my boat with fish, but I do want to get enough for a decent meal.  After all, if they weren’t 
good to eat, who would spend money to get them? 
 
ID:  2875 
Since many of us view the sport very differently, you try and meet the needs of the typical or 
average angler and hunter.  I’m proud of the Department of Game, Fish and Parks, with one 
exception, marketing better what you do and why you do it.  When I have explained what I 
believe and your reasons for an action or regulation, people become non-understanding.  
Your department has had a tough year; mostly not deserved, but you could and should 
promote the department and your actions more than you do.  Thanks for a lot of great 
memories! 
 
ID:  2878 
We camp and boat together.  The lack of campsites has limited our fishing.  We need more 
campsites, or a way to stop the way our reservations from people booking up campsites for 
the season.  It has forced me to go to Nebraska and Iowa. 
 
ID:  2886 
In addition, I fished 9 days for salmon; of which I drove 500 plus miles and also traveled by 
air another 2,000 plus miles.  In addition to that, I fished for trout (stream or river) another 4 
days in other states.  Previously, I have fished annually 20 to 30 days per year, most of which 
were on Lake Oahe and Lake Sharpe. 
 
ID:  2889 
My Missouri River experience at Lake Sharpe was not good.  Small fish were too plentiful as 
were smallmouth bass.  If drought conditions continue, efforts must be made to fix the 
problem.  Lower limits, more smallmouth bass; whatever.  The river is a walleye fishery, not a 
smallmouth bass fishery. 
 
Black Hills streams were great last spring for fly fishing. 
 
ID:  2903 
When a lake gets hot during the year, like Sinai, we need to put restrictions on it during the 
year and not fish it out.  Game wardens could have a little respect for anglers.  Don’t assume 
we did something wrong all the time.  I fish by the rules and when stopped, I’m treated guilty 
until proven innocent.  Thank you for this opportunity. 
 
ID:  2909 
In my opinion, out-of-state hunters/fishermen should remember that they are guests in our 
state and should show appreciation for the fact that they can come here. 
 
In most occurrences that I have had with out-of-state people (hunters and fishermen), is that 
they are rude and thoughtless.  They act as though they have a God given right to hunt and 
fish here, and that I am wrong for being in the same public areas as they are.  They need to 
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appreciate and respect others and the state in which they hunt/fish.  The littering and arguing 
are getting out of hand. 
 
ID:  2911 
I think there should be more than one free weekend fishing for residents because with people 
who are divorced that weekend doesn’t always fall on the weekend for fathers or mothers 
who want to fish with their kids.  I think that fishing is very important for children, as it teaches 
them patience and knowledge.  I also hear bad thinks about conservation officers who have 
game checks and how rude they are to people.  I think there should be a complaint 
department, so all people can speak their minds and opinions.  I know we can’t please 
everyone, but at least it would help South Dakota.  I also think non-resident anglers coming 
into South Dakota should be more regulated, because while driving around some of the lakes 
and seeing a lot of out-of-state licenses with their fancy boats and equipment really give me a 
bad opinion about non-residents.  I don’t fish much, but when I do, I love the sport and my 
son loves it too; even if we don’t catch much fish.  Thank you, and I know you people are 
trying to do the best job for South Dakota. 
 
ID:  2913 
I think if the conservation officers ask to see your license, if you have one, the officers must 
clean all your fish.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  2915 
The questions about fish management I assume were for walleye.  I used to fish salmon 
about 3 weekends a month.  GF&P have done a very poor job of keeping that fishery going.  I 
understand that there is not enough baitfish, well do something about that.  I spend a lot of 
money on down riggers, poles, boat and other equipment, and not it just sits and gathers 
dust.  There is nothing I have found that nothing can compare to hooking into a “nice” salmon 
and having it run, peeling line and bringing it back.  Question No. 61 was answered thinking 
about my lack of salmon fishing. 
 
ID:  2918 
With the large number of out-of-state fishermen in the spring, the non-resident license should 
increase.  This would thin out those that come here and break regulations, such as bag limits.  
I just can’t believe the number of times I’ve gone to the river in the spring and the ramp 
parking lots are full of Iowa and Minnesota vehicles.  Thank You! 
 
ID:  2921 
1. I would like to see cleaner water; less run-off of chemicals from fields. 
 
2. Instead of a motor size restrictions on certain lakes, I would like to see a No Wake 

restriction. 
 
3. I would like to see more camping and picnic (park) areas on lakes with garbage facilities. 
 
4. I would like South Dakota to study how Minnesota has cleaned up many of their lakes. 
 
5. I would like South Dakota to strengthen their laws on business that pollute our lakes and 

rivers. 
 
ID:  2924 
The revenue for the department should be increased.  The over 65 fee should be eliminated.  
The price of a license should be equal to the mileage cost of a trip from Sioux Falls to Pierre 
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(420 miles divided by 16 m.p.g. equal 26 gallons times $1.45 per gallon equals $38).  This 
works out to about $1.00 per hour for the joy of fishing for a non-fanatic like me.  The other 
benchmark might be equal to two cases of “good” beer.  I think GF&P does a good job; I only 
part with them on warrant searches of land. 
 
ID:  2928 
Make sure the regulations and opportunities for the resident are top priority.  Don’t let fishing 
get like hunting pheasants, a sport for only the rich and non-resident hunters.  I would support 
a complete ban on non-resident pheasant hunters, to bring the balance back to the residents 
of South Dakota.  I hope to see a bill on the November ballot.   
 
ID:  2929 
I think we should charge out-of-staters more money in the spring or close the season to non-
resident anglers in the spring. 
 
ID:  2931 
I don’t agree with pressuring spawning fish.  I think Missouri River regulations are more 
driven to fill hotels and bait shops with customers than to manage the fishery. 
 
Tournament fishing is gaining much momentum almost everywhere.  They should only be 
catch-and-release and only be held when the mortality rate for the fish is optimal.  Cool water 
in the spring and fall. 
 
ID:  2934 
I think surveys are the answer for GF&P fishing management.  I think it is important that 
decisions be made based on the data that is gathered.  More populated fishing areas should 
receive more attention to provide good fishing.  GF&P board members and conservation 
officers must continue to respond to data and surveys and not let their special interest and 
preferred lakes receive disproportionate attention/funding.  Keep politics out of wildlife 
management.  Let the accumulated data and the people speak for what is needed and 
desired for good fishing experiences. 
 
ID:  2937 
I think that all out-of-state fishermen should be stopped before and during the spawning 
season on all lakes and rivers in South Dakota. 
 
ID:  2938 
Out-of-state fishing should be illegal during the same months their seasons are stopped.  
Tournament fishing should only be allowed with a release program.  If you want to fish in a 
tournament, than you do not get to keep your fish.  All tournaments should be taxed and the 
monies can go to a reproduction fund, either for the betterment of our lakes or the fish 
habitat.  I would like the state to form a board of biologists, conservation officers, and 
fishermen to keep these good experiences.  I feel my fishing level has decreased by 70% in 
the last 10 years; to me it is a over-harvest problem in most cases, that and why too many 
tournaments. 
 
ID:  2939 
There are too many speedboats on the water when I’m trying to relax and enjoy fishing.  They 
come too close to shore and my lines. 
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ID:  2942 
I believe we should close the season for walleyes in the spring.  Why continue to harvest 
females, which could produce more fish.  At least consider restricting the out-of-state people 
until the spawning time is past.  At least we wouldn’t have the added pressure of these 
people hurting our fishing areas.  Minnesota and Iowa restrict fishing; they don’t give us 
reciprocity in their states.  If we can’t close the season for everyone, at least keep the out-of-
staters out. 
 
ID:  2951 
Lake Oakwood (West) needs improved stocking of walleye and perch.  Fishing has been 
poor ever since SDSU/GF&P did a live test on Round Lake to kill carp and preserve northern 
pike.  Association spends money to aerate lake and receives little support or assistance for 
their efforts.  After catching a 55-pound, a 38-pound, and a 20-pound king salmon in June on 
the Talkeetna River in Alaska, my enthusiasm for 4 oz. Perch waned.  The Missouri River 
was a zoo and full of small fish on my last trip for walleye. 
 
ID:  2952 
Quality South Dakota game fishing cannot sustain itself with the continually increasing 
pressures of technology and especially the increasing numbers of our tri-state neighbors.  
During the early season, walleye fishing on the Missouri River and the NE Glacial Lakes, we 
see more Minnesota, Nebraska, and Iowa fishermen than residents.  Maybe our license fees 
and fishing seasons for non-residents needs to be more reciprocal, we can’t fish in their state, 
why should they take our egg-laden fish more to theirs! 
 
ID:  2953 
Non-resident fishermen should only be allowed to fish in South Dakota when their state’s 
fishing season is open. 
 
ID:  2961 
I do not fish much at this stage in my life due to work and small children, but hope to 
someday have more time to fish at least 10 times a year.  
 
ID:  2965 
I would really like to see a season closure to match Minnesota and Iowa! 
 
ID:  2966 
I feel that the out-of-state fishermen shouldn’t be able to fish in our state if their state has the 
fishing season closed.  Also, I feel that their license fees should be more because if they’re 
are going to fish, they will pay it because they know we have the fish that they want.   
 
I feel the states around us raise their hunting and fishing licenses for out-of-state people to 
make up for the upkeep, etc., and that the people who are going to go hunt or fish will do it, 
regardless of fee costs. 
 
ID:  2973 
I get the combination license because it is quicker then to get all the other stamps, and just in 
case I do go fishing. 
 
ID:  2974 
Boat ramps and access are very poor.  Crowding, especially on the Missouri River, is the 
main reason I don’t go there as much as I would like to. 
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ID:  2983 
I HAVE BEEN FISHING IN South Dakota for over 40 years and I have been watching the 
slow decline of its fishing resources.  I can remember catching limits of 8 walleyes in the 6 to 
8 lb. class at Kiner’s Bottom.  I can remember catching a limit of walleye in the 5 lb. range in 
Lake Sharpe, and now you are lucky to catch a 5 lb. walleye in Lake Sharpe during the whole 
summer.  I think everyone knows the story about Lake Oahe; the big fish are no longer 
available and the salmon are a thing of the past.  Suggestions – Either limit or get rid of the 
non-resident fishermen. 
 
ID:  2988 
Only fished 3 times this year because of illness in family and to myself. 
 
ID:  2990 
Rules are too strict for bow-fishing.  If fees were increased, I would want to know everything 
about the changes taking place and to know where my money is going. 
 
ID:  2995 
I would like to see fish cleaning stations on lakes in the northeast, such as Pickerel, Enemy 
Swim, and Waubay.  I would like to see more fishermen take a little extra garbage out with 
them when they leave.  It wouldn’t take much to clean up our shorelines this way.  I would like 
to see tribal laws to enforce the clean up of our shorelines.  Sincerely, Fisherman and 
Sisseton Tribal Member. 
 
ID:  2998 
I would like to hear from the conservation officers.  Their opinion on how and who uses the 
fishing resources we have in South Dakota, because they see everyone using it.  I only know 
how much or little I use it.  Thank you for asking. 
 
ID:  3021 
I feel very fortunate to have such a pro-active State GF&P.  Thank you and good luck with the 
survey! 
 
ID:  3024 
Sorry for the delay in responding, but I spent the winter in Arizona where the fishing is very 
bad. 
 
ID:  3025 
It would be beneficial to the sport to close the season during the walleye spawn and re-open 
shortly after.  Too many females with eggs are harvested.  I think this is a shame. 
 
ID:  3030 
I live on a private pond that is “full” of largemouth bass and my kids practice catch-and-
release.  They love it!  We also have a cabin on Lake Madison and all my kids catch are 
bullheads, and they still love it! 
 
ID:  3034 
Thanks for sending me this survey.  The more we can learn about hunting and fishing 
pressure, the better the sports will be in the future. 
 
ID:  3035 
I am strictly a recreational fisherman.  Generally, I throw a pole in from the cabin dock when 
with children. 
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ID:  3038 
We really need to address fishing and hunting rights on the flooded areas.  We need clear 
laws, as there is no room for interpretation by greedy landowners.  No gray areas of the law; 
and if an area is posted No Hunting, a name and phone number should be required on the 
sign or GF&P should put out county atlas with all the names and numbers (like the 
Sportsman’s Atlas). 
 
ID:  3042 
I truly enjoy hunting and fishing in this state.  GF&P could improve this by developing better 
relationships with landowners.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  3054 
Many people fish for a limit of fish.  Many fish die trying to fill a limit in the slot.  Maybe if the 
limit is four fish, make it possible to keep the first four fish caught, no matter the size. 
 
ID:  3055 
I would strongly oppose any spring restrictions, especially if it is only being done because 
other states are doing it.  I would prefer to see the lakes managed by daily and size limits. 
 
ID:  3056 
Nice survey.  I have a brother who is a pro-guide in Pierre, and he fishes the lake and river 
below Pierre.  The guides provide a valuable service and are professional.  I do not take the 
opportunity to fish with him.   
 
I did the best I could in answering the questions.  Important point – all of my fishing is with a 
spear-gun on SCUBA.  We fish (shoot) in Lake Francis Case; and while it is difficult to find 
walleyes the months of July and August in Lake Francis Case, they seem to show up in 
September and October.  Lake Oahe is good in July and August, later than that it gets 
difficult.   
 
Our tournaments (Lake Francis Case) is the biggest game fish and biggest rough fish (50# 
buffalo fish).  Lake Oahe is total weight, so we only do junk fish, and this year it was 435 lbs. 
in 4 hours (two-man team). 
 
ID:  3059 
1. 17” to 22” slot limit on all Missouri River Reservoirs; and 
2. Strongly enforce high-grading of all fish. 
 
ID:  3070 
Do not fish the Missouri River very much because I feel it’s too crowded.  Would like to see 
more largemouth bass opportunities East River. 
 
ID:  3071 
This survey takes too much time to complete.  Catch-and-release does not work on small 
walleyes!  The reason I know this is I live on Lake Kampeska and have noticed that after all 
fishing tournaments, there is always a large number of small walleye floating dead on the 
water. 
 
My recommendation is – keep what you catch and stop fishing when you reach the limit.  
Also, people need to be more aware of the no littering laws.  Think of what is laying on the 
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bottom of a lake or river when you see the discarded beverage cans and bottles, fish lure 
wrappers, candy wrappers, and snack wrappers that are floating on top and washed to shore.   
 
ID:  3076 
Survey is quite long. 
 
ID:  3084 
We have a beautiful hatchery in Waubay, SD.  Use it more!  With all the fishing pressure, we 
need more stocking!  Hope for more wet years or we’ll only have the Missouri River left to 
catch a limit of fish. 
 
ID:  3086 
We need stronger fines on all people who disobey the rules.  Then give some of the fine 
money to the farmer, which the problem occurred.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  3092 
I got skunked a lot on several lakes or caught just a fish, and not the one I was after.  All the 
anglers I know feel there’s too much pressure on any lake that’s producing and the GF&P 
does most of their decisions in “hindsight”.   
 
To be honest, if I could go out and catch one fish over 7 lbs. every 5th trip or so, I’d be happy.  
I don’t think any fish 24” or longer should be kept (walleye that is)!  Keep up the good work.  
I’d also like to be checked by a game warden (while fishing) more than once a year, and also 
checked for more than just my license.  Boat inspection (maybe tell me where the fish are 
biting)! 
 
ID:  3098 
We have a lot of fun fishing.  It is an opportunity to spend valuable time with family and 
friends.  One cannot put a value on this.  Thank you for the opportunity to express myself. 
 
ID:  3100 
Thank you for all your efforts in providing for outdoor recreation for all South Dakota. 
 
ID:  3112 
I enjoy the outdoors a lot, and if I weren’t fishing, I would be doing something else outdoors.  I 
live on Lake Kampeska.  I know I am not suppose to, but a lot of times while fishing from 
shore with crappie rigs, small walleyes swallow the hook.  By the time I get them to shore, 
they’re bleeding and will die if I release them.  So I keep these fish and count them towards 
my limit.  I think there should be some sort of clause in the regulations for this problem, i.e., if 
I throw them back they die, if I keep them, I could be fined and lose my license for a year. 
 
ID:  3126 
There needs to be freezer checks of the people that fish every day, day in and day out, who 
catch their limit every day or close to their limit.  There is no since to this at all, no one can 
eat that much fish. 
 
ID:  3134 
I think that the GF&P needs to do more checking of people during ice fishing.  We have never 
been checked while ice fishing, but do get checked in the summer time.  I hear about how 
people brag what they take while ice fishing because they know they won’t be checked. 
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ID:  3144 
I feel there should be a size limit of one over 20" on walleye statewide.  Also, I would like to 
see regulation changed faster according to what the lake is doing at the time, even if it is in 
the middle of the year.  Whether it would be adding or removing size limits or even changing 
size limits.  An example would be Waubay Lake; the size limit should have been changed a 
couple of years ago when the forage started running out. 
 
ID:  3145 
I am a bad choice for this survey, as I don’t like fish and only fish to be with friends. 
 
ID:  3150 
We have to promote more catch-and-release.  I feel we have some area lakes that have not 
had the stocking they should have had, and they need more attention.  Also, two lines year-
round. 
 
ID:  3152 
In answer to Question No. 61, I work road construction 9 months out of the year.  Every 
weekend I go fishing to relax myself after a hard week of work, so if I could not fish for a year, 
there is no price tag that I could put on it.  I also ice fish the other 3 months when I’m not 
working.   
 
I am really impressed with all of the regulations there is on Waubay Lake, especially the 
latest one on the walleye size limit of 14”.  I believe those fish are stunted; for the simple fact 
you can catch them all day long for the past 3 years. 
 
I think that maybe they would put a size limit on the yellow perch also, because there are 
anglers that will take any size home.   
 
I’m in favor of raising the license a little, because it is like everything else, the cost of living 
changes every year due to inflation.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  3159 
Increase in any fees should be place on non-residents.  We have a fellow _______, west of 
Arlington who has been renting a slough for fishing and land for hunting that is not up to 
snuff.  Why are the Game, Fish and Parks afraid of this fellow?  Why don’t you people get 
him squared away?  I hear you are not going to ruffle his feathers.  I’ll be waiting to see if 
anything is done. 
 
ID:  3167 
The fishing in South Dakota has been excellent the last 8 years.  I think the state does a good 
job of keeping up with the changes that need to be made.  I do think that Waubay Lake has 
been over-fished, but that has to do with the number of people that fish now. 
 
ID:  3169 
Question No. 30 – I fish in a league, which is more or less a tournament.  It is for the fun and 
to learn more about fishing.  Basically, fishing has a very economical impact on residents and 
resort owners. 
 
You can ask most fishermen and they would probably tell you that there isn’t, or you can’t put 
a price on fishing.  I have a lot of fun fishing alone with friends and my daughters.  If there is 
no or little management, there might not be an opportunity for them or their children to fish. 
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ID:  3170 
I live in Big Stone City.  I have three children who love to fish.  Unless you have a boat (which 
I don’t), it’s tough to fish on Big Stone Lake or other lakes.  Shore fishing is enjoyable and 
kids can learn a lot without the expense of a boat.  I would go fishing more often if there were 
more places to take kids fishing.  Ice fishing is great, but there is always the problem of ice 
quality. 
 
The fishing on Big Stone Lake in my opinion has all been ruined because of too many 
tournaments.  Almost every weekend, my father used to come here to fish when he was 
young because of the good fishing.  I have lots of friends and people I know that live on Big 
Stone Lake.  They tell me about the dead walleyes that float along shore after tournaments.  
90% of these people fish and most of them go somewhere else to fish.  Catching fish isn’t 
always important, but with children, who want to catch something, it’s tough to drive 50 to 100 
miles to catch fish.  Especially, when you live 5 blocks away from a large lake. 
 
ID:  3172 
I don’t have a lot of time to fish, but when I do go, I cherish my time and effort.  I enjoy just 
enjoying nature, but if I catch a legal length walleye, I keep it because I am also fishing for the 
meat my family enjoys! 
 
ID:  3174 
I don’t do much fishing during the year.  I don’t take enough time to go fishing, and I’m not 
very good at it. 
 
ID:  3184 
It’s hard to find size limits for all the small waters that have been producing fish.  I can’t find 
size limits for Lake Pelican near Watertown, not to mention all the sloughs that are stocked. 
 
ID:  3186 
§ More stocking for panfish – perch, bluegill, and crappie.   
§ More smallmouth and largemouth bass ponds. 
§ Missouri River regulations (good or bad). 
 
ID:  3188 
I would like to see signs around lakes when they have different restrictions then all of the 
other lakes. 
 
ID:  3190 
I would like to see a slot limit statewide or only one fish over 20 inches, or no fish between 22 
to 27 inches and one fish over 27 inches.  I would like to see a little more work done on 
ramps on the Missouri River system, not just the one’s around Pierre, which seems to always 
have top notch ramps and the rest of us have to pay for the results. 
 
ID:  3193 
I think out-of-staters are earmarked more aggressively as taking more of their limit, when 
locals are more apt and more easily doing it.  Only my opinion. 
 
ID:  3194 
There should be a law on thickness of ice for foot travel, ATV’s, etc.  Too many people go out 
too early and fall through. 
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ID:  3197 
The lakes I fish tend to have too many non-residents.  I would also like to see different 
stocking situations in area lakes, such as Lake Cochrane should have smallmouth bass, and 
seine more sunfish out of Lake Cochrane.  Clear Lake in Deuel County supports a few 
walleyes and needs to have more stocked, and it needs more perch.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  3199 
Question No. 47 – This just shows how their state protects their fishing harvest.  I think South 
Dakota should do the same, but let you fish and no harvest in them months.  Fishing is just a 
sport, right. 
 
ID:  3212 
I feel there are too many regulations as size is concerned.  We should have a size limit, but 
only a minimum size.  The bag limit can regulate the rest. 
 
ID:  3220 
I feel there should be some sort of fishing etiquette laws.  Some fishermen feel the need to 
fish right next to each other, especially during ice fishing months.  I feel there should be a law 
or regulation on how far away one fishes from one another.  I have encountered many 
situations that another fisherman will set up a tip-up or a jig in a hole near my shack, or near 
my tip-ups that are set slightly away from my shack.  They have also drilled holes within 10 
feet from my shack.  I feel that some fishermen need to learn some etiquette when fishing.  I 
fish on Waubay Lake and live in Grenville, SD.  I think if someone needs to drill a hole near 
my shack to find fish, I feel the sport has gone to the wayside.  Waubay Lake is very large, 
why would a fisherman even think about coming so close? 
 
ID:  3221 
In most cases the fish should be left to reproduce on their own.  I feel the survival rate would 
be much higher. 
 
ID:  3228 
I think that the fishing is okay in general.  Some of the regulations are a bit strict, but typically 
I see non-residents pulled over and getting fined.  So, I really do not care.  I follow the laws 
and have no troubles. 
 
ID:  3242 
1. Out-of-state licenses should be much more in price; paid today.  They would pay much 

more.  We have one of the best fisheries of any surrounding states, which is going to the 
wayside much too fast; for out-of-state pressure is out of this world.  It’s not a weekend 
thing to go fishing like for us South Dakotans.  The out-of-state pressure is 7 days a 
week. 

 
2. You should have lowered limits and put size limits of fish on long before you did. 
 
3. I have to fish very much, but we don’t have the quality fish we had years ago.  The out-of-

staters are cleaning the fish out in a very big way. 
 
4. We use to be able to catch big northern pike, hard to come by now.  I don’t agree with 

spearing them through the ice. 
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ID:  3245 
I fish a lot on Waubay Lake.  It’s a lake you can always seem to catch a few fish, even on a 
bad day.  One thing the really burns me is somebody charging money to get on the lake.  The 
place I’m talking about is the access just to the south of BuckShot.  The county road used to 
go right into the lake.  Somebody barricaded the road.  The guy puts up a sign “No 
Trespassing”, and then he puts up a box and wants $2 to drive 100 feet across his land.  But 
it gets better, he’s also got a fence up so you have to drive on his land, then he sits on the hill 
and polices his box.  If you drive by, he chases you down.  I’ve got $10 in his box already.  
Once in awhile is okay, but this sucks.  Is this legal; does the Game, Fish and Parks condone 
this? 
 
ID:  3250 
I am concerned about the large number of out-of-state anglers fishing the lakes in 
northeastern South Dakota.  I think the out-of-state license fees should be increased 
substantially and the extra money used to increase habitat/number of fish stocked.  The 
annual fee of $50 per person and family is way too cheap for the fishing value received.  The 
annual fee should be at least $100 per person and $150 per family.  The state should 
consider a late spring closure to out-of-staters, so that the in-staters can enjoy our lakes 
without out-of-state pressure year-round. 
 
ID:  3258 
Nearly all resident anglers I visit with have the opinion that non-resident anglers are not being 
charged enough to fish South Dakota waters.  I would agree.  Many popular waters, primarily 
the Missouri River and northeast South Dakota lakes have very heavy fishing pressure 
consisting of non-resident anglers.  I think it is obvious the non-resident license fee needs to 
be increased because of market demand.  South Dakota residents deserve the right to their 
natural resources, first.  Non-resident fishing is a luxury.  Luxury comes with a price! 
ID:  3259 
Over-fishing of lakes like Waubay will make parents with children have to travel farther to find 
a good place to take them. 
 
ID:  3260 
I don’t believe the license needs to be raised, because of all the revenue you (GF&P) are 
receiving on the deer license.  You raised it $10; two or three years ago, and now you extend 
the season for two weeks!  I hope I get a deer survey, as I hunt Deuel County.  I use to see 
30 to 50 deer a day (10 years ago).  This year on opening day I saw 4 deer, why more 
licenses, more money per tag, and more season.  You (GF&P) want all the dear dead! 
 
ID:  3267 
I feel we need to be checking anglers for high-grading and double-dipping!  We need to cut 
limits on walleye and sunfish on border lakes, and size to one over 18 inches or 4 over 14 
inches.  We need the 18 to 24 inch females.  We are being overrun by Minnesota and Iowa 
fishermen.  We must be too easy going on enforcement or limits or something, because all 
year long on Waubay and Enemy Swim lakes it’s just about unbelievable!  Very much so in 
the winter, they just come and drill within just a few feet of you!  They have no sense of 
sportsmanship. 
 
I know our conservation officers are overworked and I really support them, but I don’t like 
being overrun.  Thanks again.  Your fellow sportsman! 
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ID:  3269 
I try to make one trip a year out of South Dakota to fish, usually Canada or Michigan.  In 
2003, I made my first trip to Alaska and hope to maintain my health for another trip.  I just like 
to fish, whatever.  Sorry to be late with the survey, but I was out of state visiting friends and 
relatives. 
 
ID:  3270 
Something needs to be done with the Native Americans in the spring time, when the fish are 
going upstream to reproduce in Roberts County.  They just spear and trap shoot them and 
most are left to rot; very few are ate, some are sold.  They just laugh and say it’s our heritage 
and we can do this.   
 
ID:  3277 
When you have a legal size limit of 15” or 16” like walleye, you should be able to keep one 
under legal size.  Just like one over 21” that was caught and hooked deep that was going to 
die anyway, that would count in your limit. 
 
ID:  3282 
Since half of the anglers don’t want northern, why can’t we have some ponds or lakes that 
don’t have them? 
 
ID:  3286 
My biggest disappointment in the 2003 fishing season was Lake Oahe.  I thoroughly enjoy 
fishing there, but the 2003 season was terrible in quality and quantity of fish. 
 
ID:  3293 
I do a lot of fishing on the South Dakota side of Big Stone Lake in Robert County of South 
Dakota.  It’s a great lake, especially for walleye.  Fishing is a relaxing and relatively 
inexpensive sport.  Keep up the good work! 
 
ID:  3299 
Add 2 walleyes between 14” to 16” at Waubay Lake; lake cannot support present stock. 
 
ID:  3300 
1. Additional protection for large northern pike should be enacted.  The state is wasting a 

valuable opportunity to promote a trophy pike fishery, which would provide sustainable 
economic benefits to the tourism industry.  Size limits, such as one over 30” are long 
overdue.  Catch-and-release only in the spring would also be beneficial, because the 
largest fish are very vulnerable.  Lakes would also benefit by having a good base of large 
predators to control rough fish. 

 
2. Speed limits or a “No Wake” regulation should be established in the fall for waterfowl 

roosting areas, such as Bitter/Waubay. 
 
3. Walk-In and non-motorized areas or small lakes should be established.  Many new lakes 

in the northeast would be good candidates for this, such as Opitz, Piyas, or the walleye 
brood lakes if they are opened in the future.  These areas would be appreciated by many 
and provide a different type of fishing experience.  These areas would also be more 
sustainable due to less fishing pressure and decrease conflicts with landowners, as many 
of these lakes have considerable flooded private land. 
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ID:  3301 
1. The Department of Game, Fish and Parks take a great deal of unwarranted criticism.  I 

trust your education and management programs to evaluate our fisheries, and to regulate 
all important aspects to our lakes and streams. 

 
2. Please feel free to check me at any time or any place (private or public) to ensure that I 

am following the rules and regulations set forth by your department. 
 
Finally, I wish to thank your department for its dedicated service.  All to often, your 
department receives bad publicity on small issues that are meaningless.   
 
Different Subject: Commercial hunting for pheasants is becoming a large problem. 
 
ID:  3302 
I fish the Day County lakes quite often.  I believe they (GF&P) should have slots that are 
conducive to high fish populations.  I don’t think they are too bad now, but . . . I am aware of a 
couple of Minnesota lakes that have a slot of 17 to 25 inches you cannot keep.  Anything 
under and one over.  I think this slot allows fish to reproduce healthy.  You can keep a few 
eaters and catch a big one!   
 
A lot of the “law breaking” consists of the “macho” man.  Just has to go home with a limit, so 
he/she can say “I got my limit.”  I also don’t believe many of these surveys will be accurate.  
Many will say that they just like to catch fish . . . bull!  Most want to take them home. 
 
ID:  3303 
I would like to see fishing closed in the spring like it used to be; give the fish a break. 
 
ID:  3310 
Give residents a better chance to bring home a few fish to eat, rather than the never ending 
task of measuring, throwing them back, and reading regulations for every lake.  Fishing is too 
micromanaged!  I think the philosophy is reversed . . . fishing should be for the enhancement 
of the residents pleasure, not for the support of the GF&P. 
 
ID:  3312 
I get tired of being checked by the same game warden several times a day.  They run into 
your boat when on the water.  Check me when I get off the lake, so they don’t scratch my 
boat. 
 
ID:  3314 
I would like to see rules that would pertain to all lakes that a person would not have to have a 
tape measure and a Philadelphia lawyer to use! 
 
ID:  3317 
The daily walleye limit on Big Stone Lake is too high; 4 per day would be adequate. 
 
ID:  3320 
I have been upset by what I see as total disregard for South Dakota laws regarding limits and 
regulations about fish size by out-of-state people! 
 
ID:  3324 
My personal opinion on out-of-state people fishing should be regulated.  They should only be 
able to buy a license for a one weekend a year at a higher price.  It should be like a deer 
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license season.  Our waters are too low and losing too many fish because of the hatch.  
Thank you. 
 
ID:  3328 
We sold our boat and bought a Harley Davidson, so that now occupies our free time.  
However, I may be going some this year as my son has purchased a boat. 
 
ID:  3331 
A lot of our fishing pressure and overcrowding is do to out-of-state people at times when their 
fishing season is closed in certain parts.  Maybe our fishing should be closed at certain times, 
or limit the number of out-of-state licenses and raise the price, or limit the number of days a 
non-resident can fish on their license. 
 
As far as technology goes with sonar cameras and GPS, the fish still need to bite.  I have 
fished lots of days with fish all around, but they still wouldn’t bite; that’s fishing. 
 
ID:  3332 
I didn’t fish as much in 2003 because I was too busy. 
 
ID:  3333 
I think that if you would restrict fishermen from Iowa and Minnesota from fishing in South 
Dakota waters for walleye until it is legal for them to catch walleye in their own states, that it 
would help the walleye populations and also the size and quality of the walleye in South 
Dakota waters. 
 
Don’t get me wrong, I know the non-resident licenses that are sold in South Dakota help our 
economy, but I also know that some, but maybe not all non-residents, do not follow the size 
limits and the possession limit while they are fishing in our state.  I know many of them don’t 
get caught, and I also know that the few that do are probably not fined heavily enough to stop 
them from doing it the next time they come to South Dakota, or they are probably doing the 
same things in other states that they fish in. 
 
ID:  3335 
Non-resident fishing licenses could be raised.  They’re cheap considering the fishing 
experience they get to have, and they, I’m sure would be glad to pay it when they can’t fish a 
few months out of the year in their state. 
 
ID:  3336 
I feel the Game, Fish and Parks have worked hard in managing our fishing waters.  Keep up 
the good work. 
 
ID:  3337 
I feel you should have a spring closure for non-residents on the Missouri River.  Also, 
increase non-resident fees to equal other states. 
 
ID:  3338 
The GF&P need to listen to all fishermen to get ideas to improve fishing. 
 
ID:  3341 
I feel very strongly that the Missouri River could and should be managed better for walleye 
and northern pike.  I understand that there is a conflict between trying to provide water to 
southern states for barge traffic, but it seems to me that some reasonable compromise could 
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be found.  If the water levels could be managed in such a manner that not only the walleye 
and northern pike spawn would hatch, but also the baitfish (smelt and other types).  I 
sympathize with the Department of Game, Fish and Parks, that is a difficult situation.  I just 
hope that in the future a suitable situation can be accomplished. 
 
ID:  3342 
South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks do a good job with their limited resources.   
Only two issues:  
 
1. Free Fishing Weekend – Nebraska Bass fishing clubs overwhelm Lake Francis Case 

from Pickstown to Snake Creek.  I see this as an abuse of our resource.  They need to 
buy licenses. 

 
2. New and smallmouth bass regulations on Lake Sharpe are good!  However, they are not 

enforced.  When I check the cleaning station, several smallmouth bass within the slot 
were being cleaned.  We need to enforce this regulation. 

 
ID:  3344 
The GF&P has done an excellent job of creating rules and policies that benefit the revenue 
they bring in by claiming it’s for “biological” reasons, i.e., that is the increased walleye limit on 
Lake Oahe.  You apparently were concerned enough about over-harvest to drastically lower 
the panfish limit in the northeast area lakes, but don’t have the guts to take on the most 
severe over-harvest problem, which is the Missouri River.  If more people realized that the 
Game, Fish and Parks budget (salaries, equipment, new positions created, etc.) doesn’t 
come out of the general fund, and the money it generates doesn’t go back into the general 
fund, but rather to sustain its own budget, they would understand a lot more of why hunting 
and fishing in South is run the way it is.  As far as fishing is concerned, I would like to see the 
GF&P spend more time and effort developing some of the smaller waters and local areas, 
rather than spending all of the money on the Missouri River.  Example, Twin Lakes or ’81 
ponds as they’re also called, south of Arlington, doesn’t even have a boat ramp or access 
area.  This is in close proximity to Sioux Falls, Mitchell, Brookings, and Madison.  It could 
benefit a lot of anglers, as could other bodies of waters in these areas if more time and effort 
were spent on them, instead of focusing everything on the Missouri River. 
 
ID:  3347 
Close the season like Minnesota does in the spring so fish can have a good spawn, and 
control water levels on the river dams at spawning time. 
 
ID:  3354 
I have a feeling there needs to be more restrictions from February to May to produce better 
and bigger fishing opportunities.  Out-of-staters get off cheap when fishing in South Dakota, 
and any time one is fishing over a weekend, most of them are from Minnesota and Iowa. 
 
ID:  3356 
I live in Mitchell and think there should be a size limit of 8 to 10 inches on crappies, as there 
are too many small ones 4 to 8 inches that are kept by some fishermen. 
 
ID:  3366 
Comments on Questions Nos. 47 and 49: 
I’ve been fishing and camping in South Dakota all of my life.  We had 3 kids in our family and 
my parents made sure it was a part of a “growing up” experience, opposed to TV and 
computer games.  As times change and money seems to drive everything, greed comes into 
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play versus family and social enjoyment.  If Minnesota and Iowa close their season in the 
spring and they choose to live and contribute their own tax dollars to that state, then they 
shouldn’t be able to come here to fish during that time.  If they would like to come in the 
summer for vacations and family adventures that is great!  But to go fishing in the spring for 
South Dakota residents is a scary thing when you drive to the river and there is ½ mile lines 
at the boat docks and no place to park, and every license plate is blue.  It makes a lot of us 
not want to go.  We need to close that season to non-residents if theirs is closed and keep it 
open to South Dakota residents, that would greatly reduce fishing pressure and harvest.  
Thanks. 
 
ID:  3358 
Close the fishing season in the spring for non-residents while their season is closed. 
 
ID:  3365 
With walleye fishing in Lake Mitchell you can catch 20 to 30 small walleyes, and if they 
swallow the hook, then you are to throw the fish back in the lake because it’s too small to 
keep and it dies?  There should be a smaller size put on these fish, and a limit.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  3372 
My wife did not fish this year, so I filled out this survey.  I wish we could improve a few spots 
on the James River for boat access.  It is a good small boat fishery.  I couldn’t send this back 
not filled out. 
 
ID:  3378 
§ On resident licenses – 1 type and 1 price; 
§ Non-resident – Annual $100; One-day $25; Kids 16 years of age and younger, fish free; 

and 
§ Need to get a fast track license, like Iowa.  Time in should be like a credit card buy, not 

written out by hand. 
 
ID:  3387 
More value should be placed on youth fishing.  GF&P should do more to help our youth with 
fishing, at least if they are not going to do anything, then allow private adults help our youth 
learn and grow up with fishing.  If an adult is fishing with a child and that child is actively 
fishing, then that adult should be allowed to fish with a license. 
 
ID:  3389 
I strongly feel South Dakota needs to look at closing the walleye season from January 1st to 
May 1st to allow for undisturbed spawn.  I like the fish during this time, but I’m willing to give 
up part of the season for a better walleye crop.  Otherwise, leave this time open to residents 
only; having the non-residents wait until May 1st. 
 
ID:  3394 
I think that it is a bunch of crap that we have to pay so damn much for a fishing license, plus 
we have to pay to fish at the river.  I think that only out-of-staters should have to pay to camp 
and fish at the campgrounds. 
 
ID:  3397 
I think the GF&P is doing a good job.  I really enjoy fishing in South Dakota.  I practice more 
catch-and-release now than ever to keep the resource around for the children and 
grandchildren. 
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ID:  3405 
A person does not need to ask permission (beg or pay) to go fishing!  Let’s keep it that way! 
 
ID:  3406 
Do more stocking of panfish in the smaller lakes. 
 
ID:  3411 
Why is there not more stocking in the river to offset the growing number of fishermen? 
 
ID:  3415 
The Missouri River is too low and it is hard for me and my family to fish.  We fish from shore 
and it makes for a hard time to get to the water. 
 
ID:  3417 
The GF&P are developing a terrible reputation with resident anglers throughout the state.  
Most people believe their management decisions are sound and trust them, but the attitude of 
the officers in the field are that they are above the law.  They waste time harassing people 
when they could be promoting our fisheries and educating people.  I also feel that fishing 
regulations on private stock dams are ridiculous.  I personally will be happy to sue the GF&P 
if they decide to enforce any of their regulations on my private property; the GF&P does not 
own them (this is different than hunting).  I also believe that transportation and possession 
limits are ridiculous and need to be relaxed for residents.  I think they should implement some 
kind of merit system for folks who have lived and fished in South Dakota for a long time.  It 
would be a great way to promote the state. 
 
ID:  3419 
I do not own a boat, but would like to some day.  I do own a canoe and I’m discouraged with 
the few places that I can go with it because of wind and waves.  I have taken it to the Black 
Hills in the last 7 years and have organized/planned fishing and camping trips with my son or 
daughter.  The Black Hills is the only place I have found that the wind and waves do not 
discourage canoeing.  I would be able to give up fishing, but would still go canoeing 
whenever possible.   
 
I didn’t fish much this last summer due to activities and my hectic summer that kept me busy 
and away from fishing. 
 
ID:  3421 
I very strongly think out-of-state fishermen should be kept out of the state until at least mid 
May, and that the number of fishing tournaments should be limited. 
 
ID:  3425 
I think non-resident licenses should be higher, I would say it should be $75, that’s my opinion! 
 
ID:  3429 
I think that Game, Fish and Parks should do more to upgrade smaller lakes in South Dakota, 
instead of putting so much of its resources into Lake Oahe especially, the Missouri River 
system, and large northeastern lakes.  The smaller lakes are being neglected.  Some aren’t 
cared for at all and boat access to some of them is very difficult. 
 
ID:   3431 
I am involved in farming and we operate land along Highway 50.  It is amazing to me the 
amount of boats, campers, etc. that are coming to Charles Mix County campgrounds.  While I 
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realize the economic impact these people bring to the state and local economy, I wonder how 
long there will be any walleye left in Lake Francis Case without some more restrictions.  I 
think one that has to be considered is, to close the season until the fish have spawned. 
 
ID:  3438 
I feel that your smallmouth bass regulation on Lake Sharpe is destroying the walleye potential 
on that particular body of water because of the competition for the same forage. 
 
ID:  3447 
I believe the walleye limits on Lake Oahe are too many.  The limit should be back to four. 
 
ID:  3452 
Twenty-five perch or bluegill/sunfish is too many.  A limit of 10 should be statewide. 
 
ID:  3454 
Out-of-state licenses should be more.  If they are willing to spend the money on their 
equipment and travel they do, they will spend more on the license. 
 
Tournaments should have a much larger fee; again if they want it they will pay.  I know there 
is more to this discussion then you and I have time for. 
 
ID:  3455 
I was only able to fish at West Bend Recreation Area for 2 days over the Father’s Day 
weekend.  This was the first hot weekend of the year.  We had a family gathering with many 
boats and fishermen.  Maybe caught 3 keepers for the whole weekend by everybody 
involved.  My son and I did not catch one keeper.   
 
We usually get to the Missouri River 2 or 3 times during the season or summer.  This past 
year we only got the one chance and it was just a bad weekend for catching fish.   
 
We went for a 3-day fishing trip in Minnesota in August and didn’t catch a damn thing there 
either.  Pheasant Season sucked also! 
 
ID:  3459 
All waters in South Dakota statewide size limits.  Walleye 14 or 15” to 19” legal fish to keep 
and one over 27” for trophy. 
 
Bass 13” to 18” legal fish to keep and one over 18” for trophy. 
 
Perch 10 daily limit statewide.   
 
Northern Pike 5 daily limit statewide.  All other fish, all right. 
 
ID:  3461 
I understand in the state of Nebraska that they issue free fishing and hunting licenses for their 
veterans.  Would this be a possibility for South Dakota? 
 
ID:  3462 
I filled out your survey last year on archery hunting.  Your regulation changes were basically 
opposite of what I wanted, or most of the people that I have talked to. 
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ID:  3463 
Non-resident fishermen should be restricted to the number of days they can fish in South 
Dakota. 
 
ID:  3464 
I like the Joe Creek Area and its easy boat access.  I plan on slowing down and doing more 
fishing.   
 
Too bad the water level is so low above Oahe.  Caught a 10-lb. catfish in the James River 
this year and it was the biggest one I have caught there. 
 
I usually fish the James River, but plan on fishing the Missouri River more, and maybe a few 
small lakes also.  I have fished out of state a few times already and will keep on doing a little, 
off and on.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  3472 
I buy a sportsman’s license.  I wouldn’t pay $27 for a fishing license.  There is so many rules 
that it gets confusing to fish sometimes.  I fish to have fun and when it stops being fun, I’ll quit 
and go golfing. 
 
ID:  3478 
A cheaper non-resident license for senior citizens would be nice – and that would last 1 week 
1 week to 10 days.  At $30 this would be good.  $30 for 3 days is too much and $59 for a 
week of fishing is too much.  My parents won’t come/don’t come to fish due to the cost.  At 
least not for Beadle County fishing! 
 
ID:  3489 
There should be more effort toward catching and punishing out-of-state fishing violators.  
They fill their cars and boats with gas in Minnesota or Iowa, come to the river and take out 2 - 
3 or 4 times the legal limit, and leave our state without spending a dime. 
 
ID:  3497 
Dear GFP: 
 
Please read this about what I think could be a good way to do your laws of the river and the 
walleye population to help conserve the best fishing.  We always see the fish going out, but 
we need to see more of a size limit on the fish. 
 
We also need to see how to take care of the strip bass population so the smelt can produce 
and let the walleye feed.  We also could have a bigger size, like over 18 and none under, to 
get the population back on size and the population of the walleye for just a year, then we 
could back down on the size or see how the size is by then. 
 
When we are out there fishing we also see a lot of dead walleye on top of the water from 
everyone bringing the fish to the boat then letting it go because of the size, or it swallowed 
the hook and it was the wrong size for the time, so they have to throw it back.  Then they 
might have one over the size limit and cannot keep it due to the fact that they already have 
one over, so they throw the one back and it is killed because it was brought out of deep 
water, or it was played out, or left in the boat too long trying to unhook it out of the net and the 
lure.  We have had that happen too many times to us.  We didn’t want it to happen, but what 
are we suppose to do in that situation.  We follow the rules of the sport, but we are tired of 
seeing the population going down hill and to the out-of-state people.  We do have “out-of-
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state” rules to follow, but the out-of-state people do not have to follow hardly any rules along 
with the size.  Put one size limit on and leave it on 24/7 365 days a year.  Quit changing 
everything around every year or through the season.  If the out-of-state people want to fish, 
they will follow any of the rules, for the simple fact that they cannot do fishing in their state, 
that is why they come to our state.  They can get more fish and have more to take home.  
Maybe reduce their limit per day.  Limit them to only 2 or 3 – that would another way for them 
to have to come more often, more revenue for the state.  Maybe monitor their fishing more 
often on how much they are here, instead of in their own state and why they are not fishing 
there in their own state. 
 
ID:  3498 
Too many out-of-staters are fishing in South Dakota.  They come into our state and treat us 
in-state fishermen like dirt.  Out-of-state fishermen that are caught with well over the limit of 
fish, should be banned from fishing in South Dakota, period.  Too many are getting away with 
it. 
 
ID:  3499 
This survey is hard for someone to do that cannot read.  He has to find someone to help him 
fill out the form.   
 
ID:  3521 
This survey is a little long.  We need to double out-of-state fees. 
 
ID:  3523 
The 3 fish (walleye) limit proposed for the Missouri River system is a punishment to the South 
Dakota person.  It’s time to stop limiting fish, but limiting the out-of-state fishermen.  It’s real 
disappointing to pull into a boat ramp and you look around and 50+ or better are out-of-state 
vehicles.  In understand the importance of the out-of-state income, as I am a business owner, 
but there still are ways of generating income and still not exploiting walleyes out of lakes to 
put into the Missouri River.  Rather than the big push to pump up the river, work on lakes 
where the ordinary fishermen goes more often. 
 
Last comment, if they can’t fish in the spring in their own state, why allow them to fish here.  
Let them lobby their state to open it up and help take the pressure off our lakes and rivers. 
 
ID:  3533 
More checks at docks and cleaning stations.  I see a lot of small fish cleaned, and you could 
safety check boats before they’re on the water. 
 
ID:  3535 
All reservoirs on the lower Missouri River have been over-fished.  This survey is 10 years too 
late.  It will never be the same if fishing pressure is what it is now.  Lower limits and season 
limits on walleyes during the spring.  Too much pressure, a lot of double-dipping takes place, 
and rarely being checked on the river or docks on a timely basis. 
 
ID:  3536 
Concerning Question No. 61 (Hypothetical Situation) – This seems like an unfair question.  
You can’t possibly put a price on a good day fishing, hypothetical or not. 
 
ID:  3538 
As much fishing pressure there is in Lake Francis Case, it should be stocked with walleye on 
a regular basis. 
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ID:  3540 
I enjoy fishing in South Dakota.  This is the first year I have fished in the Black Hills.  We don’t 
own a boat, so most of our fishing is from shore.  A few times I was lucky enough to fish with 
a friend who has a boat.  We have a camper and enjoy fishing when we go camping.  We 
enjoy eating the fish we catch and keep.  Hunting is my favorite outdoor sport.  Fishing is 
second.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  3544 
Question No. 61 – I cannot put a value on not fishing even though I bought a permit, because 
I didn’t fish.  Dumb question! 
 
ID:  3547 
There are small lakes that could use some attention from GF&P, not just the Missouri River. 
 
ID:  3551 
Question No. 61 – If I wouldn’t fish it would save me money. 
 
I feel you folks are doing the best you can; you’re not going to please everyone.  I have a 
camper at Platte Creek Recreation Area and a few of the out-of-staters make it unenjoyable 
at times.  Most fishermen/women are great, however like everything, a few bad apples spoil 
the bunch.  Keep up the great work. 
 
ID:  3553 
In my opinion, the non-resident annual fishing license fee, and especially the annual family 
fishing license fee, are too low compared to a resident annual license fee for one individual. 
 
ID:  3554 
I would like to see South Dakota be like Minnesota and Iowa.  Shut down the walleye 
seasons until after the spawn.  Without something being done, the walleye population will 
keep getting smaller.  Somebody has to stop the Corps of Engineers, our river above the 
dams are so low that walleyes have no place to spawn.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  3555 
I feel that the state does not stock the river system equally.  The state needs to have more 
game checks on and off the water.  The state also needs to close the season in January 
through May to all walleye fishing below Pickstown to all boats.  Ice fishing would still be 
allowed.  The out-of-state license should be at least triple because the other states close their 
season, so all the people that fish come to our state.  The Corp needs to work with the state 
on water levels during the spawning season on the river. 
 
ID:  3557 
I think non-resident licenses should be doubled in price and they shouldn’t even give them 
annual fishing licenses. 
 
ID:  3561 
You should have a question/section on “guides”.  They take a lot of fish, get paid for it, and 
pay nothing in return.  They were everywhere on Lake Sharpe when I was there.  How many 
fish to they take for “free”? 
 
ID:  3565 
§ ½ day licenses? – Don’t the gals have enough record keeping duties?   
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§ Handbook getting pretty long! 
§ Keep size limits on all year (walleye)? 
§ Make northeast limits more uniform – error on the down side. 
§ Missouri River bass – bass people get their way; most don’t agree. 
§ Keep a 13” walleye – throw back a bass? 
§ Spearing – it could get bad (over-harvest). 
 
ID:  3567 
I don’t think it’s right they’re trying to make Lake Sharpe a bass fishery for bass tournaments.  
I think the bass are eating all the food and starving the walleyes.  We cleaned walleyes that 
had smaller walleyes in their stomachs.  With the new bass regulations, it makes it hard to 
even keep a bass that fits the size limits. 
 
We’ve caught 18 to 19” walleyes in West Bend Recreation Area that were nothing but bones 
and sick looking in July 2003. 
 
I think tournament restrictions need to be enforced or completely stopped in Lake Sharpe 
until walleye fishing is stabilized. 
 
I also think fishing on the Missouri River should be followed similar to Minnesota and Iowa 
(closing down season February to May) until walleye population is stabilized. 
 
ID:  3588 
It is my opinion that too many non-resident anglers invade our state.  When I do fish, I have 
to fight for a spot to park, as 80% are used by non-residents.  If we need their revenue, raise 
the cost of the license and make it worthwhile to have them in our state.  Waubay Lake is a 
prime example of non-resident use, both from the boat and ice fishing. 
 
ID:  3594 
I believe the GF&P needs to work harder on more standard statewide fishing regulations and 
less on individual regulations for each river, lake, and pond in South Dakota.  This is what is 
becoming more and more confusing.  Also, I support spring fishing closure on Lake Oahe, so 
that the large female walleyes can get a chance to spawn. 
 
ID:  3602 
I haven’t been to the Mobridge area for 10 to 15 years and was shocked at how low the water 
level is.  Without any water, it has really decreased the experience on the water there.  
Boating on the river is dangerous with the current water levels.  The fishing was poor as well.  
Hopefully, with proper management and decreased pressure, walleye numbers and size will 
get back to the levels of 20 years ago (when Minnesotans “fished out” the river). 
 
ID:  3610 
I would like to see catch-and-release rules on some of our bass waters.  In South Dakota in 
“general”, I think bass are either ignored or pounded by anglers.  The small lakes in eastern 
South Dakota that produce good number of bass are not healthy enough to produce big bass 
for 5, 6, 7 years.  Implementing a catch-and-release rule would have absolutely no negative 
effects, as the anglers looking for food would just keep another species.  I am also concerned 
about the affects of using electricity on the larger sized bass (over 2 lbs.) in our lakes.  Do 
they recover as well as the others? 
 
ID:  3615 
I feel the GF&P does an outstanding job for their work.  Thank You! 



Fishing in South Dakota – 2003      Resident Angler Comments 
Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey    Appendix D 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 

596  

 
ID:  3618 
If the spring fishing was allowed only for South Dakota residents, it would help with the ill will 
felt towards many non-resident fishermen.  Many non-residents fish South Dakota waters 
when their season is closed.  Many come to South Dakota to double dip during the spring 
when fish are more vulnerable.  I have witnessed this and have reported more than once.  
There are not enough conservation officers checking Day County waters where this is taking 
place.  Many share that fishermen are also double-dipping on Waubay Lake in the spring.  
Most are Day County residents who see the out-of-state fishermen doing it and want to get 
their fair share of fish! 
 
ID:  3620 
I feel fishing is something provided for by nature.  I also feel that many other states abuse 
their natural resources.  South Dakota residents for the most part are responsible anglers.  
Many of the people abusing limits are from out of state.  Regardless of the amount of dollars 
generated by “out-of-staters”, I feel their use of South Dakota’s natural resources should be 
limited. 
 
ID:  3621 
I would like to be employed with SD GF&P.  I have applies for some positions, but have not 
been successful.  Anything you can do to help would be appreciated! 
 
ID:  3622 
I as a resident/fisherman would: 
 
1. Like to see resident fishing license fees lowered. 
 
2. Non-resident fees tripled, because you see more of them on the lakes than residents of 

this state.  You know if they can afford to drive 200 miles or more, they can afford to pay 
more to manage the great lakes of our state. 

 
3. South Dakota residents do not benefit from any other state (license fees to hunt/fish) 

when we wish to go to their states. 
 
4. Please close our state to fishing like neighboring states do! (spring spawning time) 
 
5. Fishing in South Dakota lakes today is great!  Let’s protect that for the future, because if it 

goes bad, the non-residents will miss it the least. 
 
Thank You! 
 
ID:  3633 
South Dakota should have a lifetime hunting and/or fishing licenses or combination lifetime 
fishing licenses, like many other states do. 
 
ID:  3636 
Licensing of non-motorized watercraft (canoe/kayaks), which do not use the same resources 
as motorcraft (ramps, docks, warning buoys, etc.) should be licensed for longer periods and 
lower rates than the more demanding motorcraft boats.  Having “titles” for plastic boats 
(kayaks) seems to be an excessive regulation and a bit silly. 
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ID:  3654 
License Fees – There are far too many types. 
 
Residents – should be: 
1. Annual fishing - $21 
2. Combination License - $44 
3. Junior Combination (13 – 18) - $22 
4. Senior Combination and/or Fishing license = 25% discount 
 
Non-Residents – should be: 
1. Annual fishing - $85 
2. 3-day fishing - $40 
 
ID:  3658 
Me and my family enjoy salmon and trout fishing.  We came here in 1995, and the salmon 
and trout fishing were great!  The fish were small (6 to 9 lbs.), but the numbers were great.  
The last couple of years we have had to go to Lake Michigan to enjoy the salmon and trout.  
We currently don’t have enough to fish far, we would fish every weekend from mid-April to 
September, and it was great.  I can’t do that here anymore, and I miss that.  We need two 
things: more salmon and trout, but more importantly we need a second baitfish (herring).  The 
herring thrive in Lake Michigan.  Why can’t we get them here?  This baitfish would help all 
species of fish.  I travel and fish in Lake Michigan more than I fish in South Dakota.  I want to 
take my time and money and fish close to home – help!   
 
We do spend some time fishing on Reetz Lake, south of Webster.  We have a great fishery 
here, even if I don’t take any fish home.  I/we catch large fish and in great numbers.  Please 
keep this area protected!  My parents come to visit from New Jersey and they love to catch 
those huge walleyes.  Thanks. 
 
In closing, we need bait (herring) and salmon and trout.  I currently and will continue to spend 
a small fortune fishing in other states, I would prefer to spend my money here.  Thanks.   
 
P.S. – There are seven of us who fish. 
 
ID:  3660 
I would like to see more questions geared toward ice fishing.  I fish a lot year-round and I see 
more people fishing during the winter than the summer. 
 
I would like to see the GF&P put a limit on how many non-resident fishing licenses are 
issued.  Maybe allow 50% of all non-residents now getting licenses to come in.  It could be a 
lottery system like the hunting licenses are done. 
 
Also, when non-resident and resident numbers go way up on lakes because of word of 
mouth, I would like to see more enforcement on these lakes at these times.  For example, 
Lynn Lake in summer ’03, out of 30 boats on the lake, 22 were out-of-state.  I personally 
reminded several anglers that the limit was 10 crappie, not 25.  I contacted GF&P and 
several citations were issued, but the next week the same thing was going on.  I watched the 
crappie population be decimated in one summer, mostly by non-residents.  I released the fish 
I caught, just to hope some would make it. 
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ID:  3675 
As you can probably tell, I rely on GF&P to protect and enhance my fishing experience like 
they have my hunting experience.  I rely on GF&P for this just like I rely on my mechanic for 
auto repairs and my banker for financial matters.  Because of this, I hope that they (you) have 
the necessary tools as far as education and experience to do a good job. 
 
ID:  3679 
If more money is needed, out-of-state fishermen should pay for this.  The game department’s 
first concern should be South Dakota residents.  Out-of-state fishermen should be second.  
The people of South Dakota should be first. 
 
ID:  3681 
I would like to see the Fishing Handbook be more accurate in the size and limits of fish in 
each lake. 
 
ID:  3695 
I don’t think it is fair to charge camping fees at places like East Whitlock when there is no 
showers or electricity. 
 
ID:  3700 
I think it’s very important that the department continues to work on a plan to better manage 
the water levels in all of the Missouri River impoundments.  I am more familiar with Lake 
Oahe and 40 to 45 feet of water fluctuation is just not acceptable. 
 
For over 40 years the Corp has had there way, I think it’s time they’re held accountable for 
their actions. 
 
ID:  3706 
I feel that if the season is closed in your home state, i.e., Minnesota and Iowa, you should not 
be allowed to take advantage of our season being open.  Don’t allow them a license.  I know 
that would hurt the economy somewhat, but I feel that’s what hurts some of our fisheries, i.e., 
Waubay. 
 
ID:  3711 
Get some water in the Missouri River and find someone to manage it and get it back in good 
shape, especially Lake Oahe. 
 
ID:  3713 
Fishing and hunting are two very important reasons why I have kept my residency in rural 
South Dakota.  It concerns me with the commercialization of hunting that has taken place in 
the last 10 to 15 years.  Hunting isn’t what it used to be when I was young.  Let’s make sure 
GREED doesn’t ruin fishing. 
 
ID:  3714 
I love to fish.  My grandfather and I use to go together because he couldn’t do anything else 
due to cancer and emphysema.  I had the time of my life fishing with him.  I wouldn’t give it up 
for any amount of dollars (? at the end).  I believe that all fishing waters should be clean and 
healthy to eat the fish out of them.  If you make that happen, you can raise my fees.  We 
don’t need Minnesota people to be fishing our lakes and rivers; they do have many more 
places to fish than we do anyway.  Thank you for giving me the chance to state my opinions 
on this subject. 
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ID:  3718 
The $20 Annual Lake Oahe License for non-residents is crazy.  10 walleye limits for Lake 
Oahe was too many.  Families of 5 non-residents taking 50 walleyes a day!  Think about it! 
 
ID:  3720 
I’d rather go hunting! 
 
ID:  3725 
Game, Fish and Parks has created a monster with their lust for big dollars.  Hunting, fishing, 
trapping, and etc. was much more fun before the “big” dollars came into the picture. 
 
ID:  3738 
We as South Dakotans need to cheapen up the cost of fishing for residents.  I pay $640 to kill 
one cow elk; residents pay $30.  Why don’t we wake up.  Also, regulation changes are to 
frequent and dramatic.  I need a lawyer to fish with.  I used to love fishing, and I guess I still 
kind of do, but it’s not nearly as enjoyable as it used to be. 
 
ID:  3739 
Making large changes in limits, on Oahe, over short period of time makes me question if you 
have any long-term plan, or rather are using crisis management. 
 
As a livestock man, I use selective harvesting to improve my herd.  As I watch late fall and 
early spring fishing, small numbers of people catch large female walleyes.  By allowing this, 
you are selling your best breeding stock. 
 
Tournaments that pay large sums catch large fish; when they are released you have the 
same situation as high-grading, unnecessary fish mortality.  Thank You. 
 
ID:  3742 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
Sorry I could not help you out on this survey, but I’m into hunting more than fishing.  I just buy 
the license for a just in case situation if family and friends want to go fishing.  That way I’m 
ready to go.  Thanks and Good Luck. 
 
ID:  3743 
1. I live on Mina Lake.  Water Quality seems much cleaner each year.  What happened to 

the fish; don’t believe stress. 
 
2. Eastern lakes should have same regulations on all lakes. 
 
3. Fishing has been a lifesaver for me and my family in the past 2 years. 
 
ID:  3754 
I can’t understand why our local lakes, such as Twin, Mud, and Deerfield are not stocked 
every year.  It seems GF&P forgets about these type of lakes and focuses more to the East. 
 
Also, there is no reason when Turtle Creek runs in the spring that water is not let into Twin 
and Mud lakes. 
 
The damage is done; the money has been spent to fix x/y 281.  So why should one person 
get his way on drying up drying up Twin & Mud lakes in Spink County! 
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ID:  3757 
It would please me personally and benefit the fish resource for GF&P to continue educating 
the general public in regards to over-harvest of a species.  For example, some of the “new” 
lakes have been fished down far too low.  As an example, Twin Lakes here in Spink County 
has rapidly been depleted of northern pike due to a handful of greedy fishermen. 
 
ID:  3764 
I think it should be worth something for me to spend my time filling this out.  I also have a 
problem with the rules involved with access to small lakes on private lands.  I think these 
waters should be the same as hunting if you want to fish; you should need permission, not 
just a public access to it.  Mainly if most of the lake is on private land. 
 
ID:  3765 
There needs to be better access at upstream docks.  During the middle of boat fishing, it is 
too hard to dock boats.  The Corps of Engineers are ruining this resource! 
 
ID:  3773 
Stop everyone (both residents and non-residents) from double-dipping.  Especially, on the 
eastern lakes where the limit is 10 perch and two walleyes.  These people are catching more 
than their daily limit and eating them, and then fishing again and taking them home. 
 
ID:  3778 
I would like to see the Missouri River to have bigger fish.  I don’t keep big fish, but they are 
more fun to catch.  I haven’t caught a big walleye in years over 5 lbs. 
 
ID:  3792 
Water levels and perceived conditions on Lake Oahe have kept me from fishing there. 
 
ID:  3795 
Get better places to fish from shore.  Stock more of the small dams and dredge some of the 
old WPA and smaller dams.  Make it so the entire family can fish, rather than just the families 
with bigger boats. 
 
ID:  3798 
This year (2003) was the least amount of days I spent on the water.  I fish about 80 to 90 
days a year.  2003 fewer days, personal reasons.  I just love the river system, as it is very 
relaxing.  Fishing is great! 
 
ID:  3813 
Drop your size limits on fish with such.  I see too many “floaters” because they were hooked 
deep and then thrown back because of being the wrong size, by fractions of an inch.  How 
many of these floaters are female?  Most females have eggs in them that would hatch.  Eggs 
are eggs, and they all hatch.  There is no size distinction from large or small females.  Drop 
the size aspect, but keep the limits. 
 
ID:  3814 
I enjoy fishing with family and friends, whether I catch fish or not.  It sure would be nice if the 
GF&P would have more say in regulating the release of water from the dam, as it is so crucial 
for fish spawning.  Our biologists should have more say in river management.  Fishing is a 
very relaxing activity for our family. 
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ID:  3817 
Question No. 57 – I think that the non-resident 1-day license could be a little cheaper.  I think 
the non-resident annual license is very reasonably priced.  There are a lot of people from 
Iowa and Nebraska that keep campers in the Ft. Randall/Platte area, and they use them often 
throughout the season.  The same is true for the Pollock area and the northeast part of the 
state. 
 
I think the GF&P biologists are experts in their field, but I also think politics and money play 
too large of a role in some decisions. 
 
ID:  3818 
Tournament fishing is a waste of a public resource; proves nothing and is self-serving for 
tournament sponsors and resorts, and should be stopped. 
 
ID:  3829 
Fix the attitudes of the conservation officers.  Make them conservation officers again; not 
police officers. 
 
More education is needed on conserving our fish population.  There are too many people 
harvesting too many fish. 
 
ID:  3830 
1. Fish numbers need to increase. 
2. Low water levels the past few years have ruined the fishing in Lake Francis Case. 
3. Any increase in fees should be used 100% to increase fish numbers. 
 
ID:  3831 
Question No. 48 – Closing fishing to out-of-state anglers during the spring would be very 
acceptable.  Regulating lakes on a needed basis for spring fishing would also be good. 
 
ID:  3838 
We really need to start with a non-resident season for the Missouri River.  We could try it for 
a couple of years and if it didn’t improve our walleye population, we would have to look at a 
resident season also.  As for Question No. 61, you don’t have enough money; I live to fish! 
 
ID:  3840 
I think non-residents should be limited in walleye limit, not residents.  Cut non-residents to 3 
and let residents go back to 4; after all it is our state. 
 
ID:  3843 
I like the way the state parks are being set up.  This will help out our resident fishermen to do 
both shore and boat fishing.  I think more advertising should be done about our recreational 
areas. 
 
ID:  3845 
West River stock ponds are overrun with small largemouth bass.  A limit of 5 fish is ridiculous. 
 
ID:  3849 
I think that my two main hang ups are the smallmouth bass regulations on Lake Sharpe.  I 
enjoy taking my family, and other youth, smallmouth fishing.  But to tell a child they can’t keep 
a 16-inch smalley, unless they are in a B.A.S.S. Federation Tournament is, for the lack of a 
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better work, Bullshit!  The smallmouth bass in that system are very plentiful and should be 
available to all anglers, not just ones with deep pockets or political pull.   
 
I also think the Archery Paddlefish season is a mess!  On the weekends, when most of us 
working class get a chance to go fill our tags, it is so damn crowded that you can’t get on the 
water.  Why not lengthen the season and cut down on tags, if that is what it would take to 
reach your desired harvest count.  I’d rather not get a tag, then have to go down and play 
BUMPER BOATS! 
 
ID:  3850 
Cost: My wife hasn’t added it all up yet.  When She does, I may end up with golf clubs.  For 
Sale: Ranger boat - $30,000. 
 
ID:  3861 
If you don’t start regulating the water level on the Missouri River at spawning time for 
walleyes, all the questions you just asked is a waster of time and money.  The lakes on the 
Missouri River are over-fished, under stocked, and the food for the fish that are left is even a 
bigger problem.   
 
I agree with no fishing until May or June, but most importantly is the water level on the 
Missouri River in the spring.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  3862 
I don’t know what the answer is, but I see a tremendous amount of pressure where I fish, 
near the Platte/Winner bridge, during the spring walleye bite.  These people are mostly from 
Iowa, Minnesota, and the Sioux Falls areas.  I also see a lot of Nebraska people here and 
farther downstream.  Later in the summer, I see very few or none of these same people. 
 
I also see a lot of high-grading and double-dipping by these people along with keeping and 
cleaning undersized fish.  On several occasions, I have reported this and people have been 
arrested.  Many times the violators can’t be found or evidence is too scant. 
 
I believe the states that do not allow spring fishing should not be allowed to spring fish here, 
either.  Aggressive law enforcement at this time of year would also help in over-harvest of our 
walleyes. 
 
ID:  3868 
1. I feel that out-of-state anglers have little or no regard for our residents, waters, or 

possession limits. 
 
2. Conservation officers are inconsiderate when checking fish measurements, i.e., a fish 

that is of legal size when caught will have shrinkage in a bucket or being transferred.  
Fining someone for 1/32 - 1/16 is unjustified. 

 
ID:  3874 
This appears to be all about Game, Fish and Parks; what to do, how they do it with, and no 
regard or appreciation for the huge contribution landowners make to South Dakota fishing.  I 
know you consider every fish in South to be yours to dole out on your terms.  On a scale of 1 
to 5, I disagree at #5. 
 
ID:  3883 
$1,500 is about what I spend a year fishing.  It is our vacation time. 
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ID:  3891 
GF&P do a good overall job.  Would like to see a closed season in the spring when laying 
eggs.  Have had some contact with GF&P persons and was always pleased and treated with 
respect.  I only now fish offshore, so I don’t see too many out waling the river banks.  Thanks 
for all you do for our wildlife. 
 
ID:  3895 
I think all the GF&P worries about is generating money.  I wonder how worried they really are 
about a fisherman or hunter. 
 
ID:  3901 
The Game, Fish and Parks need to fix the docks at Fate Dam and Brakke Dam; also you 
have a Canadian thistle problem.  We have to spray as a farmer; you should be good 
stewards of the land and control yours.  Sincerely. 
 
ID:  3908 
I like to bass fi9sh in the stock ponds.  Many times I catch-and-release. 
 
ID:  3910 
The Missouri River system has been poorly managed for the last 10 years.  The fishing for 
walleyes on Lake Oahe have went from world class to a piss poor place to fish.  Water levels 
and management are unacceptable and are a slap in the face to South Dakota anglers.  Get 
your head out from between your legs and do something about it!  
 
ID:  3914 
Keep up the great work! 
 
ID:  3915 
I feel that GF&P spends most of their funds on the Missouri River system for the benefit of 
the non-resident monies being received.  The rest of the recreation areas are then 
overlooked. 
 
ID:  3917 
I would support a raise in fishing fees either in the form of license fees for me personally, or in 
the form of boat licenses; if it were to be used in my area exclusively, but there is very little 
done by the GF&P here.  Maybe some improvements on the river, but non that ease the 
loading or unloading of boats or the parking of pickup and trailer while fishing.  Our areas get 
very crowded. 
 
ID:  3919 
I think that the releasing of 13 to 15” walleye is killing more fish than necessary. 
 
ID:  3920 
If walleye fishing was as slow, and the fish as small as last year, you would not have to pay 
me to not fish.  I enjoy just fishing, but have done it long enough to know there is a problem 
when fishing is like it was in 2003.  Hopefully, it was the water levels. 
 
ID:  3921 
Minimum length regulation should be kept in place on Lake Sharpe and Lake Francis Case 
during July and August.  Too many people are not paying attention to the minimum length 
and daily limits.  A Conservation License would only make this problem worse. 
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ID:  3923 
Working 3 jobs; no time to fish right now. 
 
ID:  3927 
The fishing on Lake Oahe has gone down hill.  There may not be as many walleyes as your 
biologists claim there are for the liberal limit.  The fish are healthy and too much importance is 
placed on bringing the smelt numbers back.  The walleyes are eating other prey species and 
are healthy, so tell your biologists to move on to the current status of fish and start managing 
intelligently for the future, not in the past.  Thanks for listening. 
 
ID:  3930 
I would like to see the GF&P take control of water management of Lake Oahe.  Mobridge 
water level is sad.  It’s disappointing to live in a beautiful place that has zero water 
management by the Corps of Engineers.  It’s very obvious that they don’t care about South 
Dakota. 
 
ID:  3933 
The water is too low.  Can’t find a good spot to shore fish.  Can’t find a good spot that is 
within walking distance.  You can’t use the docks.  Just think something should be done with 
the low water levels.  I would be nice to go shore fishing and not have to walk a bunch, or go 
fishing on the boat and not have to drive a bunch of miles to find a dock that a person can 
use. 
 
ID:  3934 
The Fisheries Department does an excellent job of managing the bass, pike, and panfish 
ponds of north central South Dakota. 
 
ID:  3935 
Water levels and boat ramps. 
 
ID:  3937 
The Shadehill Reservoir is over-fished by non-residents.  They should be allowed a certain 
number of days to fish in South Dakota. 
 
The Game, Fish and Parks officers at Shadehill tend to lead you in different directions 
because of harassment.  They checked me several different days on the water in a row and 
took paint off of two boats that I know of. 
 
ID:  3942 
I live in Dewey County and hope that GF&P will keep up the good work that they are doing.  I 
would like to see GF&P to stock some local dams when we get enough water back in them, 
as fishing is enjoyed by many people, young and old, male and female.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  3947 
I would like to see more bluegill and crappie waters in our areas. 
 
ID:  3949 
Game, Fish and Parks: 
I would like to say, “Job Well Done.”  Dallas Engells, Shadehill, SD, has done an excellent job 
with the campground facilities.  I get comments every day on the recreation area!  We are 
proud of the area, its people, and services.  Everyone always comes back, and brings 
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someone new!  The Shadehill Resort will continue to work with the Parks & Game 
Department.  It’s the best-kept secret in South Dakota. 
 
ID:  3953 
90% of my fishing time was fished at Shadehill Reservoir.  I feel our fish population has 
decreased terribly in 2003.  Shadehill gets too much fishing pressure for the size of body of 
water.   
 
In 2002, we could catch walleyes, 10 to 20 in a forenoon of fishing.  This last year, we fished 
day after day.  Maybe catch 1 or 2 fish all day.  Shadehill gets fished from people from 
Wyoming, Montana, North Dakota, and lots of people from the Black Hills, and it has taken its 
toll.  I sometimes feel that West River South Dakota has been forgotten about when it comes 
to re-stocking its reservoirs and small lakes.  I think it would help if people couldn’t take the 
pre-spawned females out of the lake in the spring.  I don’t know the answer, but I believe that 
Shadehill Reservoir has been way over-fished.  Thank You! 
 
ID:  3956 
South Dakota should have a spring closure on the walleye fishing in the spring. 
 
ID:  3957 
Since I am at college and do not currently live near the Missouri River, I have not been able 
to do very much fishing. 
 
 
ID:  3967 
I fish for West River prairie stock dam species, i.e., largemouth bass, bullhead, catfish, perch, 
bluegill, etc. 
 
ID:  3976 
I enjoy fishing and think that South Dakota has a Great GF&P!  I have fished in many other 
states and countries, and yet, I still have the biggest thrill standing in Rapid Creek waiting for 
that trout to strike.  Thanks guys.  Keep up the great work!  Sincerely.  
 
ID:  3979 
As a Black Hills area resident, it irritates me that the only fish the GF&P considers viable is 
trout.  Yes, trout are fun to catch, and tourists also think it is great to catch them.  Personally, 
I would like to see several reservoirs with other species available to local anglers.  Some 
people complain about northern pike in Sheridan Lake, but I cannot because a thirty minute 
drive is very nice compared to the alternative.   
 
I cannot believe that several of the Black Hills lakes would not be prime habitat for northern 
pike, walleyes, or lake trout.  It is true that I am not a biologist, but other species in the Black 
Hills would be very good for me. 
 
I support South Dakota 365 days a year.  What I desire should be good enough for those that 
come to our state for 7 days of a year! 
 
ID:  3985 
I would like to see residents and non-residents charged the same price, but limit the number 
of licenses in fishing and hunting – food for thought! 
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ID:  3987 
The inlet canal at Orman Dam should be closed to fishing in the spring.  There are large 
numbers of walleyes taken here very spring.  The walleye spawning drive make the fish 
migrate up the canal.  They then become easy prey for fishermen.  This can only hurt the 
overall lake population.  If these fish were allowed to spawn it would greatly help the fish 
population of the lake, maybe resulting in fewer fish stocked! 
 
Regarding Curlew Lake and similar lakes as to fish size and limits, I have seen Curlew put 
out some nice bass, walleye, and northern pike.  When word gets out that there are good 
sized fish and numbers of fish, the lake can be fished out or down in one or two seasons.  A 
lake like this needs stricter limits on both numbers of fish taken and size!  Newell Lake has a 
similar problem!  In West River we have to few walleye fisheries for the number of fishermen 
to maintain current limits.  These small lakes need limits of 2 fish, 14” or longer with 1 over 
18” to 20”, similar restrictions for largemouth and smallmouth bass!  
 
ID:  3990 
Question No. 47 – I feel that annual non-resident fishing licenses are not expensive enough.  
South Dakota residents should be thought of first and foremost over Iowa and/or Minnesota 
residents. 
 
Question No. 60 – Technological equipment purchased for fishing acquire tax dollars due to 
the Dingell-Johnson Act.  Therefore, they should not be outlawed, however things are getting 
a little out of hand. 
 
Question No. 61 – Although this is a hypothetical question, there is no realistic amount of 
money that could replace the pure joy and excitement that I get out of fishing every year. 
 
ID:  3992 
Survey is too long.  Some questions are set up so that GF&P can justify preconceived 
reasoning. 
 
ID:  4002 
More habitat management and less stocking in the Black Hills. 
 
ID:  4004 
I would like to see northern pike restricted to specific waters.  Currently northern pike have 
began to dominate “trout” waters (lakes & streams) in western South Dakota, i.e., Sheridan 
Lake, Spring Creek. 
 
ID:  4008 
Fishing pressure on good walleye waters around the Black Hills seems pretty intense.  
Orman was very busy, but seems to be producing lots of young fish and a few nice ones.  
Enjoyed very good fishing there several weekends, but very crowded. 
 
ID:  4016 
Limit sizes of walleyes should be adjusted along with the reservoir levels.  I fish Angostura 
and Orman, primarily.  We should be allowed to harvest more fish if irrigation takes the water 
level below a certain point, as many fish will later die anyway.  Give senior non-residents a 
large reduction in license fees.  Quit worrying about “trophy” lakes.  Let us catch and eat 2 to 
4 pounders. 
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ID:  4017 
Improvements need to be made for West River folks to access the Missouri River system.  
The two areas that are not on par with the east side of the river are 1) Agency Creek to 
Foster Bay on the Missouri, and 2) Orman Dam.  We shouldn’t have to drive around to Pike 
Haven or Bush’s Landing to access this area.  Gravel roads, inadequate landings, and lack of 
electrical outlets, make it tough to utilize what exists.  Orman Dam needs road improvement, 
so rough it beats up our equipment.  Loss of Foster Bay access has negatively impacted my 
opportunities to fish there.  This is disappointing due to the fact it is accessible for day trips 
from Rapid City.  Would appreciate a response to these concerns. 
 
ID:  4018 
Keep up the good work fellas and gals.  Actually, stocking salmon in the tailrace area below 
the Oahe Dam is missed dearly.  There is so few left.  Nothing has compared to the thrill of 
fishing salmon on top water mimicking a smelt.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  4022 
Closing the season for a couple of months, say March and April will create a lot of excitement 
and anticipation for the season opener. 
 
ID:  4028 
More private land lakes and dams need to be accessed by the public.  This is where South 
Dakota good bass fishing is, not in public owned and controlled waters. 
 
ID:  4032 
It must be a priority of the Game, Fish and Parks Department to save Lake Oahe.  We are 
allowing way too low water levels.  Please listen to this, many people are very concerned 
about this problem.  We need to fight harder for our water rights and stop giving into other 
states.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  4036 
The next time you want me to spend time filling out your survey; send me a free fishing 
license to compensate us for our time.  You had to send this out three times.  If I were 
compensated, I would have filled out the survey the first time. 
 
ID:  4037 
Question No. 46 – Over-fishing depends on the lake.  Each water body is different and you 
can’t make an accurate overall comment.  These sorts of questions need to be more specific!   
 
Question No. 60 – Who cares about new technology?  Let people use what they want!  We 
don’t tell people what kind of car they have to drive. 
 
ID:  4043 
I have no respect for the GF&P.  The only employee of the GF&P that is of the people and for 
the people is a new employee.  Once they have been there a few years, they are all about 
getting their check and screw the people!  GF&P have it soft, they need to be elected!  
Eliminate the assholes! 
 
ID:  4045 
§ Rapid Creek in and above Rapid City has a large number of carp.  Can something be 

done to reduce/limit the numbers? 
§ Thanks for stocking trout back in Sheridan Lake.  This lake used to be a lot of fun to fish 

for trout.  I can only hope that is again becomes a good trout fishery! 
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§ The staff at Cleghorn Springs State Fish Hatchery are most pleasant and very helpful.  
Keep this facility operating in top shape. 

 
ID:  4049 
Size limits are foolish; there are too many small fish for the baitfish to support.  The state 
should introduce baitfish that don’t eat game fish when they are small.  They should try to get 
rid of carp in West River reservoirs.  They eat a lot of game fish food. 
 
ID:  4050 
Start charging non-residents a high fee!  There are more out-of-state boats in Pierre than 
resident boats.  If they can afford those big dollar boats, they can afford a high fee.  Same 
thing for hunting.  Keep resident fees low and charge the hell out of the non-residents!  $500 
would not be out of line for non-resident fishing licenses. 
 
ID:  4053 
I enjoy fishing a lot, but 2003 was a bad year for me.  Got skunked a lot for some darn 
reason, but hopefully my luck will change (ha...ha), but all in all, had a great time though. 
 
ID:  4054 
Why do you not stock baitfish in the reservoirs in the Black Hills, such as Pactola, Sheridan, 
or even Stockade lakes.  When fingerlings were released in Pactola, fishing was much better 
as was the quality of fish. 
 
ID:  4060 
Time constraints and a new job were the only reasons for not fishing.  I planned to fish (and 
hunt), but had to choose one, and I chose to hunt instead.  2004 looks more promising! 
 
ID:  4079 
Basically, everyone in your department is doing a fine job.  My family and I enjoy camping 
and fishing.  Every lake and river we go to is good and we have a great time, even when we 
don’t catch fish.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  4080 
Keep up the good work.  Thank you for the survey.  Sorry for sending it in this late. 
 
ID:  4083 
Perhaps the only thing I get tired of seeing is fishing tournaments.  To me fishing is both an 
individual and small group activity.  I get tired of the technology and competitiveness and 
believe it puts a different perspective on the sport.  Much of the same can be true for hunting 
as well. 
 
ID:  4084 
I used to fish Pactola, Sheridan, and Deerfield lakes in the late 80’s and early 90’s.  Now you 
have placed a daily usage fee on all these lakes.  These fees have driven people away, 
especially fishermen who already pay $44 a year to just be allowed to hunt and fish.  You’re 
also forcing lots of teenagers to use back coves to drink and leave trash, i.e., Dakota Point 
just off Sheridan Lake and Jenny Gulch on Pactola.  Angostura Lake is just like Fort Know, 
way too many sign restrictions. 
 
ID:  4093 
_______ needs to get a conservation officer that will go out and do his or her job, unlike the 
one we have now. 
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ID:  4101 
Regulations tend to be too complicated and I feel some people break the law unintentionally 
because of them. 
 
ID:  4104 
I don’t fish all that much, but when I do, I have been satisfied in the Black Hills.  Keep up the 
good work. 
 
ID:  4106 
I am concerned about the stocking of shad.  Shad were stocked in Angostura, and for a short 
time it created a world class crappie fishery with fish over 3 lbs.; walleyes also benefited.  The 
crappie fishery now is non-existent due to poor regulation and rumored netting by the state.  
There doesn’t seem to be any natural reproduction of crappie since the shad population 
exploded.  Winter fishing died after the shad population got high.  The stocking of shad killed 
a year-round crappie fishery at Angostura for a slight benefit of better early walleye fishing, 
and killed fishing success for all species through the ice.  It was a better year-round fishing 
lake before the shad. 
 
ID:  4107 
Stronger enforcement of the law to keep northern pike out of our trout lakes in the Black Hills. 
 
ID:  4111 
How many fishing licenses has our X – so called Governor given away?  I feel no one should 
be given licenses due to political influence.  This goes for hunting and fishing.  I also feel the 
lottery system for elk sucks.  With 9 - 16 points and cannot draw, but someone with zero 
points can draw.  Something is very funny about that . . . 
 
ID:  4120 
Keep up the good work. 
 
ID:  4128 
I think you should have a spring closure on walleye and northern pike from February 1st to 
June 1st for all non-residents! 
 
ID:  4135 
Please note that most of my fishing is done in private waters, my stock dam.  I have a 
combination license for the occasional fishing trip, but more importantly for the annual 
pheasant hunt and other birds. 
 
ID:  4138 
Resident licenses are not too expensive. 
 
ID:  4147 
I appreciate the opportunity to answer questions.  One thing to consider is that all the 
questions and my responses will have limited bearing if our lakes and reservoirs don’t receive 
much-needed run-off. 
 
Another issue of mind is I am tired of lip service from the State of South Dakota regarding 
action with the Corps of Engineers.  This battle needs to be publicized and fought no matter 
the cost.  Very few lake access areas are currently accessible up and down the river in South 
Dakota. 
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I think if surveyed, you will find that anglers would be willing to support the battle with the 
Corp of Engineers and would support additional fees if much needed improvements and 
additional accommodations were provided at lake access areas.  You need to ask for 
assistance. 
 
Also, what is going on with the maintenance and upkeep of our state parks?  They are 
becoming dumps and embarrassing to South Dakota. 
 
ID:  4149 
I thought fishing was good as could be for such low water for so many years on the Missouri 
River system.  I’m glad to here restrictions are going to be tighten on the river system.  That 
will help our fishing opportunities in the future as we get the needed moisture.  Our lakes and 
rivers need managing to insure that over-harvesting doesn’t occur so we have great fishing in 
South Dakota.  I wish family members that live out-of-state could be given a break on license 
fees.  I feel a family outing is more important than harvesting a whole bunch of fish. 
 
ID:  4154 
The Belle Fourche Reservoir is being over-harvested because of all the Pennington County 
people in the past two years.  On any given day in the summer, there will be 100 boats at 
Orman; 80% of them are from Rapid City.  This is not good at all, as they keep everything 
they catch. 
 
ID:  4159 
I wager you’ll get very little response to this survey because it’s too long.  The letter attached 
said I had been sent one previously, but I had not.  This is the first.  Save some money, offer 
it online.  In fact, give a $2 or $3 rebate on your next license if you fill it out online. 
 
ID:  4162 
I think the 14” minimum on Orman in the winter is wasteful. Too many dead walleyes floated 
in the spring due to this regulation.  There seems to be many fingerlings (they like chubs 
though). 
 
ID:  4172 
This survey really doesn’t pertain.  I only fished 2 to 3 times in area stock dams just for fun 
with friends.  Never even kept any fish. 
 
ID:  4173 
§ Write a regulation book that a common person can read and understand, instead of 

double-talking. 
§ When it comes to an out-of-stater coming in for the recreational benefits of our state 

waters or hunting; take the price of out on them, instead of raping the one’s that live here 
and actually support GF&P in the state. 

§ GF&P of South Dakota needs to take back the recreation and sport of our lakes, 
eliminate the out of state influence of our campgrounds and lake access, and put 
someone from the state in their place. 

 
I don’t mind having to pay, but it is mine that’s going up, not theirs. 
 
Why are all the reservations made through an out of state handled number?  Why can’t it be 
done in the State?  Also, when you call for reservations over a holiday, they are all full by the 
first week of January.  Seems like the dates are taken up before anyone can even call. 
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Why isn’t at least ¼ of the areas open to first come, first serve?  “We as residents,” have no 
chance to get into any area we’d like all through the summer.  
 
ID:  4183 
No amount of money could replace the enjoyment and satisfaction that is obtained from 
fishing. 
 
ID:  4191 
Would really like to see an improvement in local rivers and lakes in Minnehaha County.  The 
Big Sioux is dirty and there are very few lakes in the county.  Have to travel out of county to 
fish in a decent lake (Madison  - Brandt) or further. 
 
ID:  4194 
Strongly need to stop fishing during the spawn.  I go fishing at Waubay Lake; it always 
appears that 90% of the vehicles are out of state.  Please don’t let them fish out our lakes like 
they have theirs. 
 
ID:  4195 
South Dakota GF&P = Income 
Other States DNR = Conservation 
 
Most other states worry about conservation/fishing quality.  South Dakota is more worried 
about money and bigger limit on fish, which equals more fishermen and more money (Lake 
Oahe). 
 
Walleye population on Lake Oahe is hurting; raise the limit. 
Walleye population on Lake Sharpe is hurting; decreased the limit. 
 
Decrease the number of fish in a lake/river by large amounts, no fish to catch no income. 
 
Walleye bring more money into the state than any other species by far.  Forage population on 
Lake Oahe is low, so clean out the walleye? Or maybe white bass, smallmouth bass, etc., or 
don’t those fish have to eat to survive. 
 
Request a summary of the complete report please. 
 
ID:  4196 
I have fished a lot of different lakes, rivers, etc. over the years.  It has been a lot of fun.  
Please keep up the good work.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  4203 
I would be willing to pay higher license fees in order to increase the number of South Dakota 
Conservation Officers. 
 
I oppose spring closures because my work already limits my ability to fish as much as I would 
like to.  
 
Initially I do not support “Conservation Licenses” due to the fact that one fishing would not 
know what kind of license another fisherman possesses.  A fisherman with a “Conservation 
License” possessing a full limit of fish would not attract any attention. 
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I would like to see more guidance on catch-and-release.  Particularly as it applies to larger 
species/specimens.  I have learned that larger fish have lower eating qualities than more 
common smaller fish. 
 
Encourage the catching and harvesting of rough fish by identifying uses, such as garden 
fertilizer, or providing disposal facilities.  Increase shore fishing opportunity.  North Dakota 
provides a good model to emulate. 
 
2003 was one of my worst recent years in terms of fishing opportunity.  I hope to do much 
better in the future. 
 
ID:  4213 
Many of the survey responses that relate specifically to the 2003 season is somewhat 
skewed by the unusual water conditions on Lake Oahe this season.  Therefore, the 
responses may not be indicative of the overall average of the last several seasons. 
 
ID:  4214 
I don’t like to see trash where I fish.  I would confront or have anyone arrested that I catch 
leaving trash.  Lake Vermillion is real bad.  My family leaves nothing for trash and often picks 
up others trash left behind.  Catch more of them assholes that leave the lake shore dirty.   
 
How about a family license for residents?  We don’t have the opportunity to fish a lot because 
we ranch and are busy.  It’s awful expensive for all of us when we only get to go a few times 
a year.  How about cutting license fees a little and put a 1% tax on all fishing supplies.  The 
more you fish, the more supplies you use, the more it would cost you, and visa versa!  Simple 
but unique idea! 
 
ID:  4215 
Charge non-residents a higher license fee; they will still come. 
 
ID:  4216 
Usage fees suck! 
 
ID:  4218 
I believe that the declining number of walleyes in the Missouri River system is due to the fact 
that many non-residents are taking way over their legal possession limits.  Of all the days I 
spent on the river last year, a GF&P officer only checked me one time.  I have camped next 
to some non-residents and seen how they try to beat the system.  It really is pretty easy to 
do.  Without proper management of the water in the Missouri River, it will not matter what you 
change.  The river will be a thing of history.  You will be saying, I remember when we could 
go to the river and catch etc., etc., etc. 
 
ID:  4226 
This survey took too long to complete.  I would like to see a statewide limit on perch of 10 per 
day and 20 in possession.  I do not like the direction we seem to be headed with lake specific 
fish harvest rules. 
 
ID:  4230 
The Codington County Game Warden is a nice, cooperative officer.  He does a good job and 
should receive a large raise. 
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ID:  4231 
I enjoy South Dakota’s opportunities.  With the economy the way it is, I really didn’t have time 
to fish.  Worked long, long hours just so I would at least have a chance to hunt.  Went out 5 
times hunting – 1 pheasant.  Also, I know conservation officers have a tough job to do, but as 
mentioned earlier if a grill is not in danger of the water and people are enjoying the river, does 
it have to be confiscated. 
 
Growing up, a good SD GF&P man was my neighbor, Ron Catlin.  Tell him Grant said hi 
when you see him.  I heard he is retired now.  Keep smiling!  God Bless! 
 
ID:  4236 
Certain events prevent my fishing 2003 (company, etc.). 
 
ID:  4239 
I live on Lake Traverse and only fish from shore, but I do believe lots and lots of fish go out 
the north end of the lake and then can’t come back in.  Also, we have northern pike that go 
up Jim Creek and the natives harvest almost all of them. 
 
I do believe an electronic devise could be put on both of these areas and especially on the 
north end of Lake Traverse, so we could have more fishing in this lake. 
 
ID:  4240 
Would be pleased to see the presence of more conservation officers at ramps/landings to 
check more of the influx of non-resident fishermen.  Non-resident fishermen seem to 
outnumber state residents at a lot of popular hot spots. 
 
ID:  4241 
I believe if the fishing season was closed during spawning we would have more fish. 
 
ID:  4249 
I have fished since I was a kid with a throw line.  Ten years ago I would have laughed at the 
thought of fishing a lake out!  I am not laughing anymore!  Watch it!  
 
ID:  4261 
I think the limit on perch should be 15 a day with 30 possession statewide.  The anglers up 
north where the limit is 10 come down to the lakes that are 25 a day limit; think this is bullshit.  
I have seen (think about it) this since the change up north. 
 
ID:  4262 
I mostly fish Brandt, Madison, Thompson, and Vermillion lakes, as they are near where I live. 
 
ID:  4264 
Too little access for bank fishing in the Missouri River and Big Sioux River in Union County.  
Hard, if not impossible, to bank fish even with a slight handicap.  Too little emphasis place on 
bank fishing access in Union County.  If you’re old or slightly disabled, no one cares.  This I 
feel very strongly about, but the state could care less. 
 
ID:  4266 
I would like to fish more, but I only have time on weekends and my family likes to do other 
things once in awhile.  They are not fishermen/women; and I work 3 or 4 days a week, 
helping other farmers put in crops and take them out.  I might be retired, but I still am a 
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farmer at heart.  We put in a small garden and the yard work is very important to me.  Thank 
you. 
 
ID:   4267 
I would like to see fishing license itself reduced in size to fit in billfold like driver’s license. 
 
ID:  4269 
76 year old – over the hill – sold my boat – had the fun of good fishing.  Somebody screwed it 
up for the next generations – got a mirror. 
 
ID:  4273 
The lakes, ponds, and streams got so green last year.  So much moss.  Didn’t want to eat 
any fish after it got so green. 
 
ID:  4280 
I think South Dakota fishing is a great sport.  I have fished in other states and Canada.  They 
all have rules, and I feel they are needed.  We need to keep up the re-stocking program.  It’s 
sad to see some lakes fall into the too high mercury level, but this will only get worse because 
the present administration has lifted many of the rules to stop pollution.  I guess they feel the 
money boys need more money to help them get re-elected.   
 
ID:  4281 
Due to my age and those that I fish with; we would like more boat ramps and docks at more 
of these small lakes.  At the lakes that do have ramps it would be nice to have a dock also.  
For us old guys, it’s hard to get in our boat without a dock.  This also determines if we fish 
these lakes. 
 
ID:  4290 
Close the season from March 1st to May 1st, except for catch-and-release.  Charge the out-of-
staters double on annual licenses and also on combination licenses.  Why should an out-of-
stater pay $15 more on family as resident, should be at least double ($59 - $120). 
 
ID:  4291 
Need to raise out-of-state fees for fishing.  A lot less tournaments would help out the over-
fishing.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  4301 
I would like more first come first served sites.  90 days ahead is hard to guess. 
 
ID:  4303 
We aren’t in favor of raising the water up and down on the Missouri River.  However, 
someone should know what is best for recreation and wildlife. 
 
ID:  4307 
License fees are getting out of hand, especially for non-residents. 
 
ID:  4308 
Union County needs more land along the Missouri River to fish from the bank.  The first 15 or 
so miles; nothing!  Thanks. 
 
 
 



Fishing in South Dakota – 2003      Resident Angler Comments 
Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey    Appendix D 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 

615  

ID:  4310 
I feel that senior citizens over 65 years of age should be exempt for any fee.  It’s had enough 
to live on Social Security without paying to fish also! 
 
ID:  4311 
Where I fish on the big Missouri, there are 10 or 12 from Iowa that come every weekend.  
They don’t come in until they have their limit, and they take a lot under 15 inches.  They are a 
pain in the butt.  Need more wardens on weekends. 
 
ID:  4321 
My wife (of 57 years) and two sons have been fishing in the Missouri River system for over 
15 years, and have seen a big change; we always fish from boat.  Many more boats in the 
Dock Area close to 3 Folds. 
 
We consider it a good day if we get ½ of our limit in 6 to 7 hours of fishing; earlier full limits 
were common. 
 
Our favorite fishing area has been Dock 44 at Platte, but that’s 100 miles one way.  Most our 
fishing is done on weekends or holidays.  We have noticed a big drop of baitfish (like yellow 
perch) the last two years. 
 
I am strictly against fishing tournaments. 
 
ID:  4325 
There should be some cleaning up along the river banks; in bad shape with garbage!  
Garbage cans would help! 
 
ID:  4326 
As we are senior citizens, age 74 and age 83, we are unable to fish.  We don’t feel we are in 
a position to fill out this survey.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  4329 
We have a nice little lake in Viborg called Swan, but we need water as it has been so low the 
last 5 years. 
 
ID:  4333 
I think tournaments should be cut back.  The lakes are getting low on water and tournaments 
will have to be held in bigger lakes.  Maybe they should be limited to so many a year. 
 
ID:  4334 
I’ll tell you I would like to go fishing more often, but we live 30 miles from Yankton; wind is 
calm here, and by the time we get on the lake it seems the wind has picked up and the 
fishing is not good.  We have fished at Chamberlain with a guide and it was great. 
 
I bought a license this year because our son took us boating and I figured I’d be safe to get 
the license, and one other time we just watched the deer come down and feed! 
 
ID:  4336 
I don’t fish much anymore because they (family) don’t like me to go alone.  Son-in-law or 
whoever of course have to work, so I don’t get a lot of chances.  I think all in all, Game, Fish 
and Parks are doing a good job. 
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ID:  4338 
Please make the license applications smaller to fit in one’s billfold without folding and bulking 
up. 
 
ID:  4341 
Lewis and Clark is over-harvested.  Same limits should apply as in Lake Francis Case. 
 
Jet skis show very little courtesy to fishermen.  Some lakes limit the hours on a lake; good 
idea!  Especially, in early morning and near sundown! 
 
ID:  4343 
My husband is the real fisherman at this household.  He averages 3 days a week, year-
round.  Most of his fishing is catch-and-release, although we enjoy a good walleye or perch 
dinner. 
 
ID:  4347 
There are far too many walleyes that are under sized, cleaned and taken home on any given 
day on the river.  On Randall Creek, I have gone home with no keepers.  I have watched 
limits of fish being cleaned at the cleaning stations, which contained no legal fish. 
 
ID:  4348 
Keep up the good work! 
 
ID:  4354 
I did not understand Question No. 61, so I couldn’t answer it to my satisfaction.  I sincerely 
enjoy the time spent fishing with my husband, but I can’t put a dollar value on it.  Over the 
years, we have fished quite often.  2003 happened to be a year we didn’t do as much 
because of so many other family activities.  I think South Dakota is blessed in having so 
many wonderful outdoor places to enjoy and I thank everyone in Game, Fish and Parks who 
has worked to make it so.  My son would dearly love to move back to South Dakota, so he 
could enjoy it all. 
 
ID:  4355 
I fished Lake Vermillion 15 days and never caught a walleye to keep, and still enjoyed fishing. 
 
ID:  4356 
South Dakota should have a spring closure for walleye in the spring on the Missouri River 
system. 
 
ID:  4357 
We live in Lincoln County, close to Lake Lakota.  Just today, my wife and I drove to the lake.  
There was 7 Iowa cars there ice fishing.  We asked one man how he did.  He said, a few ha, 
ha.  We asked if the game warden was ever down there.  He answered; I have never seen 
him.  On the north side of the lake there is an auger fee, but on the south side there is none. 
 
We notice in some of the Black Hills trout lakes there is so many perch and bluegills that they 
interfere with trout fishing.  Do you put them in there or what?  Does the state still sell pictures 
of the state’s scenery?  We love our state. 
 
ID:  4358 
I retired here from Minnesota.  My wife and I are both native South Dakotans.  One of the 
reasons we returned was the fishing and hunting opportunities in South Dakota.  I also feel 
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the conservation officers are very helpful to not act vindictive toward people.  Keep up the 
good work! 
 
ID:  4359 
I think it is a great sport – one where you don’t have to get permission to launch your boat or 
cast a line.  You can fish the whole lake or your special spots.  It’s a sad sight now to see 
where the water level has sunk.  No one seems to care if the river goes dry, just so the 
barges can have a little freight.  We have furnished a lot of fishermen excellent fishing for 
years at bargain fees.  Hopefully, the river will be back again some day and we can have a 
bigger say as to how it is managed.   
 
ID:  4361 
I’m not a big time fisherman.  I like a couple of days early in the spring and then I go with 
each of my three kids on a little camping trip to nearby lakes.  I’m not a big time or hardcore 
fisherman, but we always took our family on outings when they were growing up.  Now 
granny likes to get out and go with them. 
 
ID:  4363 
Refer to Question Nos. 55 and 56 (page 14) – This is just my opinion. 
After a number has been set for each type of fish for regulation; also put this in mind.  No 
throwing back because it is too small, the first fish in and so on, is part of your daily limit.  
What you catch is it.  In this way of thinking there should not be any mortality rate because all 
fish caught is for consumption by the fishermen.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  4364 
I am a former Wyoming resident where I lived for 50+ years enjoying its great outdoors: 
hunting, fishing, and the great outdoors.  I moved to South Dakota some years back to 
continue my love of what this state provides; keeping in mind that it is this generation’s 
responsibility to make sure that we leave, as best as we can, something good for those who 
will follow.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  4369 
I think my answers reflect to a certain degree in my attitude of Minnesota and Iowa anglers 
fishing in South Dakota waters when their season is closed.  If we can’t close our waters 
during spawning season (which I strongly feel South Dakota should do) than at least they 
should fish our waters. 
 
ID:  4374 
I think the people from other states should not be allowed to fish in South Dakota when their 
fishing season is closed.  I believe we are putting too much pressure on our fish by allowing 
this. 
 
ID:  4378 
I think that all fishing should be stopped in South Dakota lakes and rivers during the 
spawning season just like the other states are doing.  That would make a whole lot of 
difference in our fishing also.  Minnesota and Iowa do not allow it, so why does South 
Dakota? 
 
ID:  4379 
In my opinion, we need to charge more for out-of-state licenses.  We need more money 
shifted to docks, camping, and to keep the amount of fish needed per lake. 
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ID:  4380 
I think the Army Corp of Engineers should be replaced.  All they see is that barge traffic 
needs water.   South Dakota and North Dakota provided the land for the dams to be built so 
the river could be controlled.  Now they want to drain all the water south for barge traffic, 
regardless of what it will do for sports and the economic effect it will have for the northern 
states.  Now it must serve as a life saving product of waters for cities that are short of water 
now.  When we spend millions to supply water to cities, we better make sure the water is 
there to be had. 
 
ID:  4383 
My comments should be interpreted in light of the fact that I own a lake cabin on Pickerel 
Lake.  I only rarely fish elsewhere.  Question No. 17 (U), relates to solitude.  I don’t fish after 
about 9:00 a.m. because of the personal watercraft and water-ski traffic on the lake.  It’s just 
too difficult with all the noise and waves. 
 
ID:  4385 
Simplify fishing regulations! 
 
ID:  4389 
In 2003, I had a general hunting and fishing license, but I paid a maximum fee, as I was 
totally disabled.  I will renew in 2004, but can’t fish until probably the month of July.  I also 
had a buck deer license, but did not use it because of disability – better luck 2004. 
 
ID:  4392 
Refer to Questions Nos. 33 and 34.  We normally fish on weekdays to avoid crowds.  We 
leave the weekends for those who must work during the week. 
 
ID:  4400 
I would like a little information on gifts of fish or game from a friend.  Why do you need a 
license and all to take home?  Why do they have the right to go in your freezer and check 
without a search warrant, or do I have the wrong information?  Please send me some laws on 
this.  Infringing on our rights.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  4406 
I believe that there should be limited or no fishing in the spring, or the state should apply the 
same restrictions to the non-residents that apply to them in their state, as to when they can 
fish in our state.  If there season starts May 15th, then that should be the time they can come 
to South Dakota to fish. 
 
ID:  4413 
I own a cabin on Lake Hendricks, which is a Minnesota/South Dakota border lake.  I feel the 
policy to allow fishing two weeks before the Minnesota season opener puts far too much 
pressure on the walleye population and should be reviewed.  A great number of large walleye 
are taken during this two-week period and effects the quality of fishing the rest of the year.  
The only reason I have been given for this policy is “tradition”.  This policy may not effect the 
larger border lakes, such as Big Stone and Traverse, but I feel it greatly effects a lake the 
size of Hendricks.  If nothing else, I think closer monitoring by Game, Fish and Parks during 
this two week period would show just how many fish are being taken and control violations. 
 
ID:  4419 
We had a cabin on a lake in South Dakota.  We did lots of fishing during that time.  Age and 
health have reduced our opportunities to enjoy the sport now. 
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ID:  4427 
I’m sorry I couldn’t be more helpful.  I did buy a license when my daughter and her husband 
went camping, but I didn’t fish. 
 
I didn’t send the other survey back because I didn’t think it pertained to me, since I don’t do 
much fishing. 
 
ID:  4429 
Our lake has been left to fill with silt over the years and is now in almost slough category.  It 
used to be one or the most beautiful lakes in South Dakota; full of springs, clear blue water, 
and sandy bottom.  It is sad to see this happen.  I don’t imagine anything can happen except 
get worse, unless it is dredged.  I won’t see this happen, but hope someday it will be saved.  
Thank you. 
 
ID:  4436 
I would like to be able to keep more fish in my freezer.  I fish during the summer and would 
like to have more fish in the freezer to eat during the winter when I don’t fish. 
 
ID:  4440 
I had (2) surgeries in 2003, so haven’t been able to fish. 
 
ID:  4450 
I received your note about the questionnaire; I don’t do enough fishing to help you with your 
questions.  Please delete my name from your list. 
 
ID:  4451 
I used to do a lot of fishing.  For one thing, the limits are so low now that it is hardly worth my 
time to go catch 2 fish (if I can) in one day, since I only get to go once or twice a year.   
 
A couple of years ago, I went up north in South Dakota and would catch a walleye about ¼ 
inch too short and could not keep it, and maybe a lake close by I could have kept it.  I then 
decided there are things I would rather do. 
 
ID:  4452 
The reason we did not fish was the West Nile Virus in South Dakota!  When this is controlled, 
we will both enjoy our fishing trips. 
 
ID:  4459 
I think fishing tournaments should be banned in the whole state of South Dakota.  The 
enjoyment gained through fishing should be enough incentive for true anglers! 
 
ID:  4469 
I only get a license to fish with grandkids at one road. 
 
ID:  4470 
I think the department is doing a good as job as possible.  They can’t be expected to do 
everything perfect. 
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ID:  4471 
We have a summer place on Enemy Swim and worry about out-of-state anglers bringing 
obnoxious weeks and etc. into this lake because of the large numbers of out-of-staters that 
fish here; after the restricting at Waubay Lake. 
 
ID:  4481 
As I only fished one time last year and two times in the years before that, this survey is not for 
me. 
 
ID:  4488 
Being retired and a senior citizen must naturally make a lot of difference as to how this survey 
is answered.  Basically, most of my fishing has been on Lake Mitchell (alone), and with family 
members.  It has been thoroughly enjoyable, and both as a relaxing, enjoyable venture, and 
also satisfactory catches.  This year’s was different because the lake was down considerably, 
and the day was just not one of those “fishing” days.  I still enjoyed moving about from spot to 
spot, mainly to prove that it wasn’t a good fishing day.  Just wait until 2004. 
 
ID:  4490 
As a bass fisherman, I would like to see more effort put in to re-stocking of lakes that were 
winterkilled, mainly around Davison County where I live.  Also, I would like to see a bigger 
length limit on largemouth bass, or even some catch-and release lakes.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  4491 
I have enjoyed many fishing trips from Lake Mitchell to the Missouri River; even though we 
didn’t catch anything, I just enjoyed being on the river.  My son moved away in November 
2002, and I was not able to go fishing anymore even though I bought a license last year. 
 
ID:  4493 
Get rid of the free weekend fishing. 
 
ID:  4496 
I am dying of cancer, so my fishing days are over. 
 
ID:  4497 
In 2002, my friend and I were fishing at North Point Recreation Area; both in our 70’s, and 
both have artificial joints.  We have over 1,000 acres for wildlife and both of us are sportsmen 
that cater to wildlife because we feed the deer, ducks, geese, pheasants, and hawks, and let 
hunters hunt. 
 
On the day our fish measuring device got left at home, the only way we had to measure was 
by numbers on the edge of the boat; it’s hard to hold a wet fish on the edge of the boat in 
rocking water.  When we got to shore, one of your flunkies that measured our fish said one 
was 3/8 inches too short.  A month later, one of your conservation officers came to my door 
and fined me a large fine; he was from _______.  I think a warning would have been in order, 
as we tried to explain our problem.  We seen him from the boat, if we were trying to cheat, we 
would have had plenty of chances to throw it away.  For 3/8 of an inch, I think authority went 
to his head against two old guys that lived in South Dakota all of our lives.  This was the first 
time in all our lives we ever had anything illegal when we were checked; can you believe 3/8 
of an inch. 
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ID:  4498 
Our walleyes will continue to go down with the number of out-of-state fishermen coming to 
South Dakota because they can’t fish at home from February to May 15th.  We have to start 
protecting our females in the spring at spawning time like the other states do. 
 
We fish Lake Amisk up by Flim Flon in Canada every year.  In 1998, they put into affect no 
fish the river coming into Lake Amisk.  No fishing October 31st until June 1st.  In 1988, our 
walleyes were ¾ of a lb. and 15 inches long.  Now our average is 3 to 4 lbs., and some are 6, 
7, and 8 - 10 lbs.  We take home five, and one of them can be over 21 inches long. 
 
ID:  4500 
I used to do a lot of fishing, but I’m getting too old, but I have always loved to creek fish the 
Black Hills, the Missouri River, and a few local dams and lakes.  I appreciate the Game and 
Fish men and visit with them all year. 
 
ID:  4504 
I feel the Game, Fish and Parks have a tough job now and in the future.  I appreciate 
everything your have done.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  4508 
There is no dollar amount that can be put on my right to fish or hunt.  The fish and game of 
this state belong to the people of South Dakota.  It is a right all of us have; the reason all 
veterans (myself) go to defend their country. 
 
The people in the fisheries management do a good job for South Dakota and all of us.  Thank 
you; just don’t mess it up for the dollars.  Freedom. 
 
ID:  4509 
GF&P spends a lot of money every year for boat access, but a negative amount for shore 
fishing (excluding handicap access).  I say a negative amount for shore fishing because I see 
no improvements, but a lot of elimination of shore access.  One typical example: GF&P has 
put rip-rap all around lake Byron in Beadle County.  That rip-rap has eliminated shore fishing 
unless a fisherman risks an accident by walking up and down the rip-rap.  The Missouri River 
has almost no access for shore fishing.  There are probably significantly more shore 
fishermen in South Dakota than boat fishermen.  We purchased a bot in 2003 because of the 
problem.  More people would buy a license if they had a place to fish. 
 
ID:  4510 
Most of us older citizens were never in favor of the fishing regulations that were put on the 
Missouri River, the high limits and the double limits that were on way back.  There never 
would have been these problems had they listened to the old timers.  Good conservation and 
the God given gift of common sense will make it work.  I don’t need 25 big jumbo crappies or 
25 jumbo perch to take home.  Some people catch a northern and put it back, I say if you 
keep doing that in the future, that is all that lake will have in it.  I have had many years of 
good fishing, and I want to see our future generation to have the same privilege that I have 
had. 
 
ID:  4511 
§ I would like to see more trout ponds; 
§ Trout pond south of Timber Lake be stocked with bigger trout; and 
§ Keep stocking Lake Oahe with Salmon. 
 



Fishing in South Dakota – 2003      Resident Angler Comments 
Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey    Appendix D 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 

622  

 
ID:  4513 
Due to sickness and death in the family, we did not get to fish this last year. 
 
ID:  4516 
I fish mainly from shore.  I would like to see more courtesy from boat fishermen.  They have 
the whole lake, but some seem to like fishing along shore better.  Several times boat 
fishermen have come so close to shore they have snagged my lines.  I think they should stay 
away from my lines along shore. 
 
ID:  4525 
Reduce the daily limit of fish taken during spawning season. 
 
ID:  4536 
I strongly recommend that fishing be completely closed from November 15th to at least May 
15th or so. 
 
ID:  4540 
Part of the spawning season should be closed. 
 
ID:  4541 
I do not own a boat, so I just do shore fishing and would appreciate more access roads to 
good shoreline areas.  For instance, south of Platte to Wheeler area and turn west are good 
gravel shorelines, but minimal to no access. 
 
ID:  4544 
More information on the status of fish in Red Lake.  Must be some fish there, as the pelicans 
stick around.  Know that there are carp! 
 
ID:  4545 
Too many non-residents are allowed to fish and there are way too many tournaments.  
Reduce the number of non-residents that can fish in a year; and have a recreation area just 
for the jet skis! 
 
ID:  4546 
I think if the spring season was closed for 2 years and the water level kept even, we would 
have more good fishing. 
 
ID:  4547 
I prefer no non-residents; let them fish in their own state waters.  Also, no jet skiing - very 
disgusting.  Have a recreation area just for jet skis, and no fishing tournaments, then our 
fishing population would come back.  Years ago it was great fun fishing, but no more. 
 
ID:  4551 
I think the season should be closed from December to May 1st.  Too many larger fish being 
caught below the dams because other states are closed and they come here.  Only place 
where there’s open water, especially fishing walleye. 
 
ID:  4553 
We all know that there is waste in government of which GF&P is a part of.  The questions 
dealing with fishing licenses or fees being raised; I would be for first cutting waste.  It 
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sometimes has to be looked for, but it is there.  Another way is postponing some 
repurchasing items a year (use them another year). 
 
This comment has to do with dead trees showing up in the Lake Oahe, as they are a hazard.  
I think it would help by cutting them off at ice level this winter, especially in and around ramps 
where boats have to be to unload and load.  I am speaking mainly in the Swan Creek Area.  
This has caused lots of damage to boat props I know.  I have heard some fishermen would 
like to do this, but GF&P says no.  This I don’t understand. 
 
ID:  4555 
My fishing is largely limited to my canoe and dock on the James River.  White bass schooling 
was terrific this fall.  I wish there were more populations of crappies, bluegills, and perch.  
Catfish seem to be on decline. 
 
ID:  4561 
Out-of-state licenses should be no less than $100 per year. 
 
ID:  4562 
My husband and I fish by boat 12 to 15 times a year.  I fish from shore whenever I can, would 
every day if I could find places to fish not so far from home.  It is nice to catch a fish or two, 
but I just love fishing whether they bite or not.  We like to fish smaller lakes like Lynn or 
Pigors where out-of-state fishermen don’t swarm. 
 
ID:  4580 
I enjoy fishing and have fished since I was 6 years old.  It is a time of relaxation, and whether 
I catch fish isn’t’ all that important.  Yes, I do like to catch them and enjoy eating the results of 
our fishing.  I have caught lots of fish over the past years: bullheads, perch, crappies, 
northern pike, bass and walleyes, and have enjoyed every fishing experience. 
 
ID:  4582 
1. My major concern is boat access to the various lakes and especially, to river 

impoundments. 
2. Keeping adequate amount of water in the Missouri Reservoirs. 
3. Keeping the Lake Oahe and others at a level that will insure adequate reproduction of 

both game fish and forage fish. 
 
ID:  4583 
We need a lot MORE WATER in Lake Oahe.  The way it is now, it is a disgrace to South 
Dakota, Lake Oahe, and all fishermen. 
 
ID:  4584 
Statement about Question No. 57: 
Out-of-state fishermen fish to take their limits home.  They hire guides with the latest in 
electronic equipment so they can catch fish.  Maybe they should pay more for their license, or 
maybe there should be licenses for professional guides. 
 
ID:  4588 
I did not fish last year, as I cannot walk but only on small ground.  I used to fish at Elm Lake 
where it is easy to get to the shore, but his year and years before, Aberdeen took the water 
out so I could not fish where I have before.  My legs are so bad that I cannot climb banks or 
rough banks.  Beside I just didn’t feel all that good. 
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ID:  4597 
I would like to fish, but I have a bad heart and a broken hip, so I will not be able to fish 
anymore. 
 
ID:  4599 
It looks like to me that North Dakota is head and shoulders ahead of us (South Dakota) in 
most phases of fish management and lake management. 
 
ID:  4603 
I got sick and couldn’t go. 
 
ID:  4604 
A severe disability prevented me from fishing last year.  Water levels at boat docks prevented 
me from entering and leaving my boat!  More care should be taken to prevent the above. 
 
ID:  4607 
I am concerned about dropping the water level at the river.  I wish this could be resolved. 
 
ID:  4609 
I think GF&P should stock some of their smallmouth bass in Edmunds County and also 
maybe clean some out. 
 
ID:  4610 
Low water levels on Lake Oahe caused me to remove boat from marina at Mobridge several 
weeks earlier than usual.  “Pray for snow in Montana!” 
 
Predominant fish caught was silver (white) bass – easily caught, properly cleaned and 
prepared, and relatively good eating.  Always accepted by those I gave some of my catch to.  
Many days fishing alone, I’d catch enough fish for a meal for my neighbors and/or myself in a 
couple of hours, about all the exposure to the hot sun I desired. 
 
ID:  4612 
I think the South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks should honor the Senior Gold card at their 
parks as the Corp does.  Also, should have a reduced annual entry park sticker for seniors. 
 
ID:  4619 
Each season I get a license; and then depending on the time, health and weather, I go a day 
to two with my husband.  This year it didn’t work out for me.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  4620 
Something needs to be done to reduce the number of Minnesota, Iowa, and Nebraska 
fishermen, particularly in the early spring. 
 
ID:  4622 
This has been a bad sports year for me.  I had shoulder surgery October 2nd, so since then I 
have not hit a golf ball, cast a fishing lure, or pulled a trigger on the gun.  I will also wait until 
next year for ice fishing.  Of course with age, I seem to be playing more golf and less of the 
others. 
 
ID:  4625 
Non-residents should not be allowed to fish for walleye/sauger in South Dakota when their 
season is closed in the spring.  This should be reserved for residents only in South Dakota. 
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ID:  4630 
I would like to see the spawning season closed especially the rip-rap at Chamberlain.  I think 
there are too many big females taken, as it is easy fishing at that time.  I think there is a very 
high percentage of the fish in Lake Francis Case that spawn there.   
 
I would like to see more improvements on our small lakes, like a decent boat ramp.  It is 
getting tough to make trips to the river; we lost our hunting to lodges, as most all of the land is 
bought up for paid hunting.  Now fishing for us in Gregory County, which Lake Francis Case 
is in, with the limit down to three (if we catch three) it hardly is a meal.  If walleye is the big 
concern, why can’t some be stocked in our lakes?  Maybe get rid of some of the carp, as I 
think they are hard on the spawn.  Why did they quit putting records of the biggest fish caught 
in the handbook?  Miss it for the last two years.  
 
ID:  4632 
Back in the 1960’s we used to catch big bass in the stock dams around Kadoka, Murdo, and 
White River.  The reason we did I believe was that they were stocked with sunfish.  If you 
caught big bass, you could bet there were sunfish in the lake or bluegills or perch or maybe 
crappies.  I would like to see this happen again.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  4633 
Due to dried up stock dams, our fishing was limited this year.  With rural water lines coming 
into the county, farmers and ranchers are less likely to try to maintain these dams; 
unfortunately for us and the bass.  We are older people and have an oar powered boat and 
these stock dams were our most important fishing spots.  There are still a few good ones 
within our driving area, as well as, catfish in the White River.  However, rock hunting keeps 
us occupied during slow fishing. 
 
ID:  4639 
For many years in the past 40+ years, I loved to fish.  Especially, in the stock water dams in 
the Murdo, SD area where I’ve lived (up to now) in the Murdo area.  My husband built a great 
number of stock water dams (a God sent in this country) for cattle especially, and these dams 
were stocked with fish for our enjoyment, too.   
 
This past year (2003) there has been insufficient rain to supply the stock water dams, much 
less the farmland.  Consequently, fishing in the dams was very meager.  I’m hopeful that 
soon we will receive ample rain or snow for both farming and/or fishing. 
 
ID:  4644 
Because of the low water and poor ramps where we like to fish, we would have liked to fish 
50 days, but it was unsafe or it wasn’t able to launch a boat.  
 
ID:  4645 
This year the river was so low that every time I was able to go the fishing was very poor or all 
I caught was little ones.  Now they’re going to pump 4 million gals a day to Huron for their 
usage.  One will need a 4-wheeler to get from shore to the water’s edge.  If one was a non-
resident or a senior citizen, this is not what one likes to see. 
 
Too many walleye in the 14-inch size die when they get thrown back.  Better instruction on 
how to handle. 
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ID:  4646 
Fishing on the Missouri River this year has been terrible.  Due I believe, to the raising and 
lowering of the water levels.  Whether this is political, poor management, or whatever, I don’t 
know.  I have never heard so much complaining from both residents and non-residents 
before.  Makes a person feel they are wasting time and money going fishing. 
 
ID:  4649 
Too many silly questions. 
 
ID:  4650 
I am very disappointed with our water level through the year 2003.  If we cannot keep our 
water level up for 2004, I think Mobridge and the surrounding areas will fold.  I hope that the 
state GF&P will be able to do something about our water level.  I have lived in Mobridge since 
the year 1963 and never seen such a sad area as we have in Lake Oahe.  In Mobridge we 
have 7 to 8 docking areas to put into the lake, and when my wife and I left for Arizona in 
October, I think there was one dock that a person could use, therefore there was not to many 
boats from out-of-state.  I love Mobridge, but it is going down hill fast if we loose our fishing.  
Thank you. 
 
ID:  4664 
With the proposed advent of improvements at Orman Dam, I would advocate some habitat 
improvements, i.e., brush piles or tire rip-rap, submerged reefs, and stocking some mature 
bass.  There are far too few in Orman!  Over the past two or three years there has been great 
emphasis on the musky; let’s see an equal push on the bass.  I took part in a ten year 
Christmas Tree Program at Angostura and it worked well, let’s give it a shot. 
 
ID:  4666 
Like trout fishing best. 
 
ID:  4669 
I’m 83 years old and I have fished the hills lakes and streams since 1943, and I never seen 
such poor work by the Game, Fish and Parks on our hills lakes, like Sheridan Lake.  It is so 
polluted from the stream up above; the water is black and when you work your hands in it, it 
will make you sick from the smell.  You put lots of trout in there and people won’t eat them.  I 
used to fish in Canyon Lake; it was a nice clean lake and fish were plenty, and good eating.  
Now you have thousands of ducks and geese all year-round.  Can’t walk on the grass or walk 
without stopping in you know what.  I stopped last week to see if anyone was fishing; and 
there was 20 people fishing, some all day.  One person caught a 2-lb. sucker and eight crows 
were trying to eat it.  No one had caught a fish.  I had asked several people if they been 
having any luck, and one person caught two 12-inch trout, but he said he never eats them 
because they are full of duck crap and stink.  Let’s clean up the lake and get rid of 96% of the 
ducks and geese, and put in some stock for old and young people. 
 
ID:  4671 
Please take is into consideration of my answers: my age, the fact that in January of 2003, I 
had a accident with several broken bones, and was in physical therapy (2 to 3 times per 
week) from March to September of 2003; did not allow me any time for fishing. 
 
I also have a motorized canoe and camping trailer that were not used in 2003.  Also, 100% of 
my fishing is done in the Black Hills area and its streams. 
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ID:  4672 
1. My health went bad; 
2. I like to fish Sheridan Lake; 
3. Not a good trout lake anymore; 
4. Too many junk fish; 
5. Used to be a good trout lake; put northern pike in and ruined the lake; 
6. I’ve fished there for years before there were any marinas; and 
7. I’ve had a pontoon on Sheridan and Pactola for many years, not happy with Sheridan 

Lake; Pactola okay. 
 
ID:  4673 
I like to take my grandchildren fishing so they can learn how much fun it is to fish.  I am 
disappointed in all the places I have taken them because we have never caught anything.  It 
would be great to take them even to Canyon Lake to fish, but it is a dirty place to take kids.  
There is so much duck shit all over that you can’t walk or sit down and fish because of the 
ducks; besides that you can’t catch a fish there for anything.  It is really disappointing to my 
grandkids not to be able to catch one fish. 
 
ID:  4676 
I have fished the Missouri River since I was 7 years old and I am not approaching 78.  The 
best fishing in the old muddy was when you could take 8 fish per day.  We had a good 
healthy walleye and northern pike population, along with catfish and sturgeon.  Sometimes I 
wonder about the biologists.  Thanks for the opportunity to make my opinions known. 
 
ID:  4686 
Thank you for having an old man participate in this survey.  My kids told me; and I agreed to 
sell my boat and pickup last spring and I wish I still had my boat.  Still love to fish. 
 
ID:  4687 
My brother-in-law is from out-of-state and on a fixed income; the licenses are too high. 
 
ID:  4688 
I normally fish the Missouri River in North Dakota, as I have a vacation home south of 
Bismarck, but once in a while I fish South Dakota reservoirs with relatives.   
 
I think you people are doing a fine job in all aspects of your jobs.  Keep up the good work. 
 
ID:  4691 
I have been fishing for over 60 years.  Most of my fishing has been in the Black Hills streams 
and lakes.  In this time I have only been asked if I had a fishing license and or creel count 
less than 5 times. 
 
There were years that I fished 4 to 6 times a week.  With this much fishing, I would expect to 
see a GF&P employee/game warden more than once or twice in 60 years. 
 
Has any thought gone into letting vehicles drive on the ice at Pactola Lake?  I like to ice fish 
at Pactola, however to get to a good area one has to walk a good distance.  I sue a small 
portable ice house (fish trap) to protect me from the cold.  If I could drive an ATV or pickup 
onto the ice, I would do more fishing at Pactola.  Thank you. 
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ID:  4692 
There has been a progressive increase in the regulation, control, enforcement of both 
hunting/trapping and fishing in the State of South Dakota for the past 30 to 40 years.  The 
Game, Fish and Parks Department have become an over-blown entity, employing far too 
many employees and facilities, equipment, and vehicles.  The state hunting and fishing 
regulations and enforcement policies, program and procedures has encouraged and 
developed a massive over-regulated program that is not needed, nor is it necessary for sport 
fishing in South Dakota. 
 
ID:  4695 
We have many friends and family visit us in the Black Hills each year.  Our family members 
are usually willing to spend the $60 for a family non-resident license because they visit us 
several times. 
 
Many friends and family visit for only a few days and would enjoy fishing for the thrill of 
catching trout and of course eating the catch.  Sometimes when they purchase a non-
resident license they don’t catch anything; rarely do they limit out if they have good luck.  
Most would love to fish and catch fish to eat, but feel the non-resident fee is too much. One of 
their greatest thrills in visiting us is to catch fish, but not necessarily to limit out each day.  
They spend money in South Dakota when they visit.  I don’t encourage them to buy a 3-day 
license because I think it is too expensive for the short period they are here, thus they cannot 
experience the special enjoyment of catching some trout and I cannot take them fishing as a 
part of hosting these friends.  I also believe a 3-day non-resident fee of $10 to $15 would be 
more fair and would be utilized more than the $29 fee presently charged. 
 
P.S. – Has anyone ever considered the following.  I as a resident, purchase a license for $60 
for example, and this license covers 2 or 3 non-resident fishing people while they visit me for 
short periods of time.  It seems like the logistics of handling this could be worked out and 
many residents would be willing to do that in order to entertain their visitors.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  4702 
Stock brown trout in Rapid Creek above and below Pactola Dam.  The waters are mostly 
riffles not frequently by rainbows.  Browns are better fighters and more fun to catch. 
 
ID:  4703 
Question No. 61’s purpose doesn’t come to me.  I will fish more this year.  Circumstances 
were such that not many days were available last year. 
 
ID:  4708 
This survey is way too long! 
 
ID:  4711 
Question No. 61 is very difficult for me to answer.  In fact, I did not fish for simply because I 
never go around to it, but the opportunity to fish was always there.  The freedom to be able to 
go fishing if you want to is priceless!  Thank you for all your efforts toward making that 
opportunity available to us. 
 
ID:  4724 
How much money was wasted on this survey, which could have been put to better use to 
improve fishing quality and water purification quality? 
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ID:  4734 
I think you should be able to have more fish in your deep freeze.  How do you have a family 
fish fry when you are the only one that fishes?  As long as you don’t catch over the daily limit, 
it shouldn’t matter how many fish you have in possession. 
 
ID:  4736 
I am not a fishing fanatic.  However, when I can, I love to “go fishing”, mostly because of the 
awesome beauty of the Black Hills and our lakes.  I like to see what’s on the line when I reel 
in a solid catch.  I have taken home edible trout and enjoyed a fish fry, but mostly they go 
back, if not too badly injured.  I fish at Pactola, Sheridan, Stockade, and Center lakes, as well 
as Orman Reservoir.  
 
ID:  4738 
I fish Mirror Lake and Coxes Lake in Lawrence County.  You have made vast improvements 
on these two small lakes.  However (here it comes), people are pigs because the shoreline 
needs to be cleaned up to add the beauty of these two little lakes.  I take more garbage than 
what I bring, but it doesn’t seem to help.  Litter should be a question in your survey and a 
strong fine enforced.  When you go out for a day fishing, you hate to look at someone’s beer 
cans floating just out where you just cast. 
 
ID:  4740 
I am somewhat handicapped because of both hip replacements and lumbar scoliosis.  Black 
Hills accessible streams are important to me. 
 
ID:  4741 
Too many walleyes kept in Lake Oahe.  It seems to me who ever rules on size limitations 
can’t make up their minds on what is best.  One year they don’t want you to keep small 
walleye, the next year they want you to keep the smaller fish.  If there is a shortage of baitfish 
in Lake Oahe, why not stock them as you do other fish? 
 
ID:  4744 
I fished only one day during 2003.  My wish is to fish weekly in nearby smaller lakes.  I am 
disabled by not being able to walk on uneven surfaces or rocks, as well as poor eyesight.  
This makes me depend on others for transportation and handling tackle. 
 
ID:  4745 
My fishing is primarily limited to finishing with grandchildren.  Catching fish is important to 
them even if it is 1 or 2.  Relaxation is most important. 
 
ID:  4751 
I normally fish very often every 2 - 3 - 4 days when the temperature is reasonable. 
 
ID:  4753 
The cost of fishing the Missouri River have gotten too high for me to go there as often as I 
would like.  Gas, (2) SD State Part Stickers (just to put my boat in the water), camping fees, 
and boat licenses.  I think too much money is spent on so called endangered species.  I think 
humans should come first. 
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ID:  4758 
We fish Angostura and it has been too low for 4 years; too much irrigation.  Water from 
Wyoming coal beds would be a good thing for Cheyenne River as it is all silted in.  Small 
ponds in hills are also silted in and there is not any fish in some. 
 
ID:  4764 
I support the Game, Fish and Parks 100% in every way to promote the ecology of our 
environment.  Keep up the good work, as you are all a great asset and we love you all. 
 
Due to the prevalence of identity theft, I am concerned in the inclusion of Social Security 
Numbers when applying for a license.  It is an easy way for someone to acquire this 
information on an individual by intercepting the mail out of mail boxes before the department 
receives the application. 
 
ID:  4773 
Six years ago, I had the fortune of the company of four teenagers from the ages of 6 to 13 
with me in Spearfish Canyon.  One, 6 year old from South Dakota, one, 8 year old from 
Loveland, CO, and two, 13 year olds from New Orleans, LA.  Four children had the time of 
their lives catching what I call brook trout.  This took place just below Homestake’s water 
intake in upper Spearfish Canyon.  Last year, population of large brown trout appeared in 
beaver ponds there.  I think the population of brook trout was reduced drastically by this.   
 
ID:  4782 
I would like to see 12” minimum size trout planted in the Black Hills waterways, even though it 
would probably cause a lower amount in volume.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  4785 
Hope I have helped with this survey.  Didn’t do much fishing last year as it was so hot, the 
water was low everywhere, and lots of moss, etc.  Also, from the people I talked to about the 
West Nile Virus, it sure kept a lot of people away from the water; can’t really blame them I 
guess.  Hopefully, things will change for the better in 2004.  Just want to say hear also, 
fishing here in South Dakota is a lot cheaper than in other states, and more enjoyable too!  
Hope it never changes.  I was born and raised here, but have lived in other states and fished 
all over; so know about it.  Montana is really “screwed up” now and getting worse all the time, 
also California.  I think Idaho is pretty good yet.  Thanks again. 
 
ID:  4793 
In the last two years the water dams and reservoirs have been real low, but when they get 
full, I think it would be good for some re-stocking in our smaller dams and lakes.  Thank you. 
 
ID:  4796 
Access to Lake Oahe (Mobridge area) for ice fishing is getting poorer.  Sandy Beach, now 
taken over from U.S. Corp of Engineers is now closed off to vehicle travel.  If we get heavy 
snow it will get harder to find lake access.  As I get older, I find that I ice fish less because of 
access problems. 
 
ID:  4797 
I feel the out-of-staters are taking more fish than the regular limit.  I know it is hard to keep a 
check on this subject, but just gave my opinion. 
 
ID:  4801 
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Too much efforts are made to get out-of-state people to hunt and fish in South Dakota.  This 
is purely an economically effort and is not in the best manner to protect our natural resources. 
 
ID:  4803 
A good survey. 
 
ID:  4804 
I probably am not one who should be answering these questions because the only fishing I 
have done in 2003, was placing a hoop net in Lake Oahe.  Our ranch borders the Corp take 
line for several miles, but I never fish there with a hook and line. 
 
ID:  4805 
Question No. 9 – I am referring to Farm Island and the dock.  You have to have a $20 sticker 
to fish off the dock at Farm Island.  I would strongly prefer the stand to be move so you could 
reach the dock.  There are a lot of people that fish on this dock, and are handicapped 
(including myself). 
 
Question No. 57 – I am strongly against the $7 fee for elderly. 
 
ID:  4806 
I worked for GF&P at Lake Thompson Recreation Area last summer, so in addition to my own 
fishing experience, I also had daily contact with fishermen.  I also grew to understand and 
appreciate all the GF&P does a lot more. 
 
ID:  4813 
I am 17, and I have been fishing in the Springfield area; out in the reeds, since I’ve been able 
to hold a pole.  Last summer was the worst year I remember, as far as catching catfish.  The 
whole area was full of Nebraska marked setlines.  Every one of the holds we always fish in 
was full of setlines.  Needles to say, we had very limited success catfishing. 
 
ID:  4819 
These questions are dumb. 
 
ID:  4822 
I feel the Game, Fish and Parks are a greedy organization; and the game wardens as a 
whole, especially new hires that are out to make a name for themselves.  Some things can be 
overlooked and others can’t, but it seems to me over the years that everything is a fine in the 
Game, Fish and Parks eyes and, and quite frankly that’s bullshit.  You people allowed Pierre 
to get fished out.  All the big walleyes are gone, but you wouldn’t listen to public input until it 
was too late.  But the revenue was great for the state and that’s all that mattered.  Also, I 
would like to see more done about the fishing and public access below the dam, that is 
Gavins Point Dam.  Why does everything revolve around Pierre? 
 
ID:  4825 
Fishing to me is very important in my life.  Ice fishing is my favorite, so the answer to 
Question No. 61 – I don’t think there is any amount to keep me from fishing. 
 
ID:  4830 
Best Fishing: 
§ Hoopnet in Cheyenne 
§ White bass fishing in Stanley County stock dams (4 to 6 lbs.) 
§ Bluegill & perch in McCook County stock dams 
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§ Catfish in upper river of Vermillion Lake 
§ Hybrid bass, bluegill, catfish (I bought them) in my 7 acre, 24 feet deep stock dam 
 
The endangered shiners are in Vermillion River in my pasture. 
 
ID:  4834 
Many days last summer I witnessed many anglers harvesting large numbers of very small 
fish.  This is usually good for fun, but not when these people keep such little fish.  For 
example, pike, walleye, and perch.  I would like to see a better effort enforcing and 
encouraging all anglers in catch-and-release with small fish. 
 
ID:  4843 
I would like to see non-resident fishing opportunities limited more. 
 
ID:  4847 
I think fishing is a way to get out and enjoy being alive and to have fun.  If I couldn’t fish 
anymore it would be a big disappointment. 
 
ID:  4849 
I would like to see Beaver Lake or Scott’s Slough turned into fly-fishing only, or no live baits 
like Lake Marindahl. 
 
ID:  4862 
I get up between 4 and 5 a.m. about 4 to 5 days a week in the summer, and you guys make it 
worthwhile. 
 
ID:  4864 
I feel that the last two years the water level on the Missouri River has made the walleye 
fishing poor.  You can still catch walleye, but they are very small.  I never brought a limit of 
walleye home in 2003.  I feel closing the walleye season during spawning periods would help. 
 
ID:  4867 
I helped my son fill this out.  We don’t do a lot of fishing due to all the rules and regulations 
from lake to lake, stream to stream, and river to river.  It seems complicated and we are 
afraid of being in trouble for doing something innocently wrong (measuring length, kind of 
fish, etc.). 
 
I also want to say that on Question No. 47, if we have that many non-residents causing over-
fishing, then raise there fees.  I have heard many people from out-of-state hauling a lot of our 
fish out.  Let’s make it more expensive for them and slow it down so we can catch more fish.  
Thanks for all you folks do. 
 
ID:  4872 
Overall, I’m very satisfied with the fisheries in South Dakota.  The GF&P take good care of 
the resources and it shows through the harvest.  One thing I really like is the open spring 
season.  This season allows for some great fishing.  This season allows you to catch nice fish 
and throw them back, as harvest isn’t always necessary. 
 
ID:  4874 
I think GF&P is doing a good job with their service and work.  Keep it up! 
 
 



Fishing in South Dakota – 2003      Resident Angler Comments 
Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey    Appendix D 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 

633  

ID:  4877 
It’s somewhat embarrassing to be able to go to friends in Minnesota and fish for 30 to 35 
dollars, but for them to come here it’s double the money.  Yet, we will have less or inferior 
access and facilities. 
 
ID:  4884 
Non-resident licenses should be hiked up because they come over here on the weekends 
and go back home for the week.  I would keep over-harvesting down with if we jacked up 
non-resident licenses. 
 
ID:  4888 
Limit Sioux Falls fishermen without a real South Dakota resident. 
 
ID:  4897 
Close out-of-state fishing when they close their state. 
 
ID:  4898 
Walleye fishing in the spring should be catch-and-release only.  The claim that killing 
spawning females doesn’t affect the population is ridiculous. 
 
Non-residents should not be able to purchase yearly licenses.  A lot of them take limits of fish 
every weekend.  If they could only buy 3 or 10-day permits, then they would have to pay 
more to take more fish. 
 
The GF&P land grab of flooded private land is wrong.  This land is private when it is dry.  
Then when it becomes covered with water, it’s public property.  If this is true, why did the 
GF&P buy land in the bottom of Lake Thompson? 
 
ID:  4901 
I am an out-of-state student and I think that it is great that I am considered a resident.  That 
played a big role in me picking South Dakota (for schooling), as I am an avid outdoorsman. 
 
ID:  4918 
Fishing should be done with a tackle box and pole.  I suggest you boost non-resident licenses 
by 20%.  Keep up the good work! 
 
ID:  4923 
Stop the fishing tournaments at Chamberlain and the walleye fishing will improve there.  My 
friends and I have seen numerous walleyes of the 15-inch size killed during these 
tournaments due to high-grading. 
 
ID:  4925 
I think the daily possession could be dropped to 3 walleyes year-round.  2 walleyes over 14-
inch – 1 walleye over 18-inch year-round.  I don’t disagree that walleyes under 14 inches that 
are release after being caught when the water warm up that some will die, but when the size 
limit is dropped a lot more small fish are harvested than; the ratio that dies after releasing. 
 
ID:  4926 
Question No. 61 is an odd question to put on this survey.  There should be more checks for 
double-dipping or taking 2 limits a day.  Less tournaments! 
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ID:  4938 
Keep an eye on the older gentlemen in my area, so that they don’t have 10 or more lines out 
at any time. 
 
ID:  4940 
I think non-resident hunters and fishermen need to be charged more for licenses.  This is our 
state, as we pay the taxes and keep it running.  We need to use their extra fees to keep 
hunting and fishing great in South Dakota. 
 
ID:  4953 
In a lot of lakes around here, there seems to be very few places to shore fish due to reeds or 
overgrowth, and I don’t own a boat.  Your method of fixing this is to simply cut down 
everything around, removing the cover fish seek out.  You don’t have to cut all the trees 
down, just trim them so you can at least cast.  As for the reeds, there must be some way of 
removing them.  In addition, I would like to add that the severe lack of water on the Missouri 
River is very discouraging, to say the least.  Fish just don’t bite on shore when the water is 
down, or so it seems.  By slowing the amount of water, you slow the movement and number 
of fish in the river.  I know that it has more to do with; I believe the FTC taking the water for 
barges down South, but you got to do something about it.  I mean the Earth is two-thirds 
water!  Why can’t we get more? 
 
ID:  4954 
1. Reduce resident license fees in South Dakota.  North Dakota cost $10 for a resident 

license. 
2. Use some license fee money to establish good fishing in our small lakes, not just the 

Missouri River.  South Dakota has a number of small lakes that the fishing is NO GOOD! 
 
ID:  4961 
I think there should only be a certain amount of out-of-staters allowed to come to South 
Dakota to fish and hunt. 
 
ID:  4962 
Thanks for giving the time to see what people see about fishing in South Dakota.  I hope my 
answers help. 
 
ID:  4963 
I feel that the fishing is good, except for the stock dams I fish.  Need to get more water in 
them so the moss isn’t so thick in areas.  All in all, fishing has been pretty decent lately. 
 
ID:  4976 
My dad and I hunt pheasant, deer, and turkey.  Sorry we just don’t go fishing.  We camp and 
hunt. 
 
ID:  4980 
I would like to see catfish stocked in Jackson Pond and Memorial Pond in Rapid City.  I would 
also like to see more large trout in Deerfield and Pactola.  I am very happy about the recent 
stockings of lake trout in Pactola.  Thanks. 
 
ID:  4982 
I now live in Iowa. 
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ID:  4983 
Refer to Question No. 61 – Money isn’t happiness.  Fishing is a sport done for personal 
satisfaction, not for monetary gain. 
 
ID:  4993 
I believe that waters where strict minimum lengths are in place need to be more closely 
monitored.  Lakes such as Stockade and Lakota with these limits do not see the regulations 
enforced.  Consequently, anglers do not obey the regulations. 
 
ID:  5000 
I love to fish; I wish that I had more time to do so.  I think that it is important for GF&P to 
remember to set regulations, license fees, and daily limits with the average angler in mind.  
Some restrictions seem to favor those who spend many hours fishing as opposed to those 
who may only get on the water a few weekends per year. 
 
The 9000 ID numbers are from respondents that removed their ID 
numbers from their questionnaire: 
 
ID:  9011 
GF&P have become to political, i.e., limit change on Lake Sharpe was political, and there was 
no biological reason to do it. 
 
ID:  9014 
Why are you wasting taxpayers money and time on this idiocy? 
 
ID:  9016 
As long as Cooper is still part of the GF&P Department, there is absolutely no way that I will 
assist in any way.  I hope this refusal messes up your limited number survey and skews the 
results, so as to be unusable.  Cooper knew that granting elk tags to out-of-staters was 
improper, no matter if Jailhouse Bill said it was okay or not.  You guys prove the old adage 
that absolute power corrupts absolutely. 
 
ID:  9018 
We fished Lake Sharpe, and with the size restriction we had to release a lot of fish.  It 
seemed like such a waste because a lot of them end up being floaters when they could have 
been eaten.  It just seems like a waste. 
 
ID:  9020 
I feel that the free fishing weekend should be reduced to one day.  We see lots of people 
from Iowa who load up and only come for this weekend of the whole year.  Also, too many 
large fish are taken on the free weekend, as it is the prime time to be fishing.  I hate to fish on 
this weekend because it makes me sick to see all the cheating that takes place.  Most states 
have one day free! 
 
ID:  9022 
Portions of each Missouri River Reservoirs should be closed for spawning.  Catch-and-
release only for any tournament.  If you have more than a 10% kill, don’t renew the event.  No 
dead fish can be weighed. 
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Appendix E 
 

36 
Wasn't here, gone for the winter.  Don't let out-of-state fishing people come in to fish till 
the spawning period is over.  They can't fish in there own state.  
 
61 
Please start stocking salmon again- they are not the reason for the smelt decline. 
Smallmouth bass, etc. does not belong in Lake Oahe. 
 
66 
The only comments I would have about fishing in the Mobridge area would be more 
access to shoreline fishing.  I only fish once in awhile to take my grandchildren out for a 
day.  It would be nice to find a place you can fish from shore.  
 
87 
Stop dropping the water from the Missouri River or you won't have any fishing.  I know 
we won't take our boat out there as of right now, with the water levels as is.  You better 
think about where GF&P gets a lot of their money from.  With the low water I wish the 
danger areas could be marked better, a plastic bottle, stake, or anything to catch our eye.  
We hit a sand bar and that’s no fun!  Thanks  
 
163 
Truthfully, I'd rather be swimming and let the others fish, but the swimming area is a 
long way away from Bob's  
 
183 
I didn't fill this out because I've lost my interest in fishing.  Not enough good docks at 
Mobridge and I'm tired of fighting out-of-state fisherman to get our boat in and out of the 
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water.  These fishermen are the only ones you care about and not the people of S.D.  
There are too many tournaments.  
 
189 
We have a summer home in Akaska since 1987. 
 
196 
I purchased a fishing license to spend more time with my husband.  We own property in 
Akaska, SD and primarily fish Lake Oahe.  We are very worried about the low water 
levels on Lake Oahe.  
 
211 
The water level of Lake Oahe concerns me greatly.  Since the drop, fishing has been poor 
and boat access has been horrible.  Something needs to be done to stop the letting of 
water out of this area.  It is critical to South Dakota fishing. Another concern is to keep 
Lake Oahe Annual License.  I only fish Lake Oahe and without this option for a license I 
may stop fishing all together.  I really enjoy fishing but these concerns may turn my 
attention to a new past time.  I appreciate you taking the time to hear my concerns and 
review my survey.  
 
219 
I've fished Waubay Lake for the last 6 years and it is ridiculous how many small walleyes 
there are and very few over 16 inches.  Its about time you let us start taking 4 walleyes 14 
inches or bigger so there is something to eat for those that are left.  I sure would hate to 
be a minnow or small perch fry in that lake, you wouldn't last long enough to swim to the 
bottom.  With all your schooling and educated people is it really that hard for you to 
figure out.  
 
249 
A lot of our fishing is done from shore or in my parent’s boat.  The 2003 fishing was not 
bad although we didn't catch a lot of walleye.  The silver bass were always biting which 
our kids loved to catch and net.  We also enjoy eating them.  We also enjoy much time 
swimming in the Oahe and playing on the shores.  This year we are really concerned 
about the level of the water.  There are so many trees sticking out of the water and just 
below the surface, boating may be a real hazard.  Also getting to the boat dock and in the 
water is going to be very difficult.  As for shore fishing and swimming, if the water levels 
don't come up considerably, it will be impossible to get through the muddy banks to 
water clean and deep enough to swim and fish in.  I have purchased a fishing license for 
many years for Lake Oahe, but it is questionable whether or not our family will be able to 
enjoy the lake from our usual area.  Sincerely, a concerned citizen.  P.S. My two young 
daughters are much better fishermen than I am, and love it when anything bites.  They 
usually catch more fish than I or their father do!  
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292 
I'm unable to get excited about fishing (in the Gettysburg area) on the Oahe.  How about 
dropping the water level 30-40 feet so we don't even have to think about going out!  After 
getting prop damage for the second time while loading the boat at East Whitlock in the 
fall of 2002, I decided the cost of boating isn't worth it, so I put the boat away.  The only 
reason I made it on the water in 2003 was because two of my uncles came out to visit and 
wanted to go fishing.  Unless my kids (age 6 and 9) really push to go fishing, I currently 
don't intend to do much fishing in 2004.  
 
296 
The biggest problem with Oahe River is that it doesn't have any water.  We couldn't get a 
boat in at the end of the year.  
 
306 
I was unable to fish more.  Was home on leave from Iraq.  
 
313 
Need to do some work on the ramp at Walth Bay.  Try to get the water level up and 
maintain it.  
 
329 
The fishing is good.  The Walth Bay boat dock could use some closer parking spots; but 
if the river gets more water in it that will help.  The road getting to Walth Bay is bad.  
Walworth County does not blade the road to Walth Bay and they also don't blade the road 
to the new development.  The farmer that lives there doesn't like the fishermen and the 
Walworth County road boss works for the farmer.  One of the commissioners daughter is 
married to the road bosses son.  We have gone to lots of their meetings and it doesn't do 
any good.  Their answer is the farm has been there longer then the fisherman.  The 
fishermen bring lots of money to the county and surrounding towns.  The new 
development brings lots of tax to the county with no children to educate.  There would be 
more new homes going up if the road would be better.  In the fall after the fishermen are 
done using the road they haul gravel on the road and blade it so its good for the farmer in 
the fall, winter and early spring and then they don't do anything for the road till fall. Any 
thing GF&P could do to improve this would be greatly appreciated.    
 
330 
It is getting to be a waste of time fishing on Lake Oahe.  The water level is too low.  Why 
don't you close that Dam and let it fill back up once.  
 
337 
The parking could be much improved at Walth Bay.  The road is also very poor at times 
and should be hard surfaced.   
 
372 
I only went fishing for about 3 hours with a friend.  Never had a bite. 
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374 
I don't fish anymore due to the dangerous conditions caused by the low water levels so 
most of my answers would be based on that or no opinion. 
 
377 
Need access to boat docks! Very Important! 
 
431 
Whenever the Oahe Lake is lowered drastically I find ice fishing quite poor.   
 
440 
Dr. Gigliotti.  Thank you for the chance to answer some basic questions about fishing in 
Lake Oahe.  I would like to answer a few other questions that weren't asked by your 
form.  I believe the S.D. GF&P has all but killed any real fishing on our local reservoir by 
raising and lowering the limits, over-fishing, and selling out our recreation opportunities 
to non-residents.  This fall I couldn't launch a boat to get out on Lake Oahe, this is a 
disaster made by government agencies that fight each other rather than work together to 
keep our recreation areas viable.  You have lost the majority of residents for small game 
hunting and now you may lose the fishing crowd next.  Good job knuckleheads!  
 
442 
Your 2004 walleye limit per day is going to ruin Lake Oahe again.  Too many 18-20 inch 
spawners will be taken out of production.  Thanks  
 
449 
I would like to know why the Blue Blanket Recreation area is now off limits to public 
use.  My family has used this area for years.  We taught our two daughters the adventures 
and fun of swimming at this beach.  The opportunity will not be available for our 
youngest son due to the closing of this area.  This area also gave me and my family a 
place to fish from the shores of Lake Oahe as well.  We enjoyed fishing there because we 
didn't have to deal with the mud.  Our family loved to visit this area to get away and have 
a little outdoor fun.  We often visited this area because the beach is big and long.  If we 
didn't want to be bothered by other people, you could just move a little farther down the 
shore.  My family misses the fun and adventures we had at this area and would love to 
see it opened to the public again. Thank you. 
 
458 
I love to go out fishing in my boat to enjoy the outdoors beauty and to catch some fish to 
bring home to eat one or two meals.  Lake Oahe is a beautiful reservoir, I do hope it will 
fill up with water again very soon!  
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466 
We like to take our small grandchildren fishing.  With the water level as it is, it is almost 
impossible to do this.  It is also difficult for older people to get to many of the areas for 
shore fishing.  
 
523 
Since Oahe Lake's water level has gone down so much shore fishing sucks compared to 
what it was a few years ago.  So we don't go fishing anymore.  
 
560 
I am a college student.  I really liked the Oahe Annual License, it was affordable and 
convenient.  Please consider offering it again.  
 
593 
It would be good to have more regulation of recreational vehicles like jet skies, such as 
banning them from some areas and/or limiting their use.  
 
606 
I use to go to the river 3-4 times a week.  But sense there isn't any water in the river it is 
very dangerous.  I guess it's more important for the barges down south to have water.  It 
doesn't matter that little towns need water to survive.  But I'm sure that there is educated 
people making these decisions.  It goes to show you that it's better to be uneducated than 
educated.  It goes to show you where the money is and how much people care and how 
bright these people are.   
 
619 
I feel that the new walleye limits for Lake Oahe for 2004 are good.  It will still give 
everyone a chance to catch a nice bunch of fish.  
 
620 
I use to fish all the time from the boat but not any more.   
 
663 
The boat ramps and low water are becoming a serious problem.  We have only one boat 
ramp that was available in our county.  2004 could be worse! 
 
680 
I feel the river needs more boat ramps through the river.  Along the main channels!  I sold 
my boat, thought it is too shallow! 
 
682 
I sure wish there was more water in Lake Oahe at Mobridge.  The water is down so far 
and it is hard to walk to the water. Thanks 
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690 
The Corp's screwing up the river by lowering the water.  It is getting hard to fish from 
shore with weeds growing where fishing was good.  Water down places.  Boat docks are 
standing out in the open; something should be done. 
 
693 
If you want me to fill your survey out send me $23 for my time.  My time is worth 
something and that is a small fee.  Otherwise, do not bother to send me another survey.  
 
703 
The only think that I did not like about the Oahe waters was the low level.  There are too 
many trees and stumps.  I did damage to my boat almost every time I went out to fish.  I 
did not use the boat after about August 15th because I thought it was costly on my boat.  
The fish size showed an increase over the past 5-6 years.  I believe the size limit was a 
factor. Thank you. 
 
715 
We need one good boat ramp that is usable all season long.  
 
755 
Because of the Corp of engineers it was very hard to maneuver and unload/load a 38' boat 
when waters of Oahe were too low.  Fishing this year was the worst I had in the last 4 
years that I have fished.  I have decided not to return to Oahe because of the above 
mentioned conditions.    
 
769 
I love to fish in S.D. mostly around Mobridge or Ft. Randle.  Fishing has always been 
great, I never keep the fish, I just love to be out there fishing.  The past couple years I 
have not fished hardly at all.  I go to the river, drive all over just look and cry.  I grew up 
in S.D. spending more time at the river and lakes than the average person.  I taught my 
children and Husband how to fish and love the outdoors of S.D.  However the water 
levels and what they’re doing to this state is just SAD to say the least.  I wonder if is will 
ever be the great place it was, or do we only have memories.  I have sense been making 
trips to Arkansas or Nebraska.  I guess that’s where all our water is huh?  I had bought 
some land up in Mobridge and now am considering selling it for fear that it will just 
because a ghost town in the near future.  That not what I have in mind for retirement.  I 
hope your plan for this survey is to do something about how sad the condition of fishing 
and recreation abilities have become in this state.  
 
772 
The fishing in Lake Oahe is pretty sorry.  Instead of mailing this junk mail to fishermen 
do something about it. 
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778 
Lake Oahe, Mobridge area, used to be a really great place to fish.  Now there is hardly 
any Oahe left or any fish left.  How much water do we use to let out to Oklahoma?  
Check with our politicians! Is this our top dollar working? 
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4333 
Don’t send me any more surveys.  It's a waste of government money.  I went to S.D. for a 
family reunion.   
 
4359 
We would like to know the regulations and limits and the price of licenses for 2004.  We 
were not very happy with South Dakota giving away the five Corp of Engineers Park at 
Mobridge.  I wouldn't think states could give federal property away.  I don't think the 
Indians will maintain them as well and the sate laws at theirs would keep me from using 
that one. I can't ever drive down to visit someone there without a $5 charge.  We have 
fished the Mobridge area for about 10 years and have promoted it to others.  Thank you. 
 
4375 
It would be nice if the prices were more family friendly so more of us could enjoy fishing 
in South Dakota. Prices per license are a little high.   
 
4379 
Close fishing season 4 miles below each dam in the spring to protect the spawning fish.  I 
saw many local fishermen double dipping.  We were stopped 2 times and we didn’t even 
have our limit.  We practice the catch and release most of the time.  Do not raise the 
fishing license fee.  It would be nice not to have to share a limit when fishing with a 
family license.  
 
4371 
I go fishing with my son-in-law once a year.  Fishing in S.D. is the only fishing I do. 
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4424 
I like fishing Lake Oahe and I liked the Lake Oahe only fishing license.  Normally I fish 
in the summer as well but I only ice fished last year.  Also I like the higher walleye 
limits.  
 
4458 
Just a few words to let you know how much I enjoy fishing in South Dakota.  I've been 
going out there for four years now and really enjoy it.  A bunch of us come from Lax WI.  
I live close to Rice Lake WI.  We fish out of Point of View Resort, south of Pollock.  My 
only wish is that they would keep more water on Lake Oahe.  Seems like every year we 
go out there the water is always lower.  We tried to put our boat in the Shaw Creek 
Landing but the water is so low, we had to go to Pollack, which is a difference of miles.  
Also it would be nice if we could put our boats in at the Point of View, then we could 
leave them in.  Well anyway I would rather come to Lake Oahe then go to Canada.  Keep 
up the good work. 
 
4463 
If cost weren’t so high for nonresident license I would have fished other places. It is 
important for you to keep license fees at a reasonable price.  $60 is too much to pay to 
bring 8 walleyes home to eat (when the limit is 4 a day). Keep your cost low and I will 
continue to return.  
 
4481 
We've been going to Mobridge for about 20 years.  The area we go to is very 
accommodating and relaxing, with very good fishing.  I have not been happy with the 
water level dropping and raising.  I would like it to be kept the same.  The boat ramps 
have been very good.  The restaurants and motels are very accommodating and pleasant.  
The people are very friendly and helpful.  
 
4482 
I would like to take this opportunity to say how much I enjoy fishing Lake Oahe.  It is 
one of the most unique bodies of water I have ever fished.  But what I would rally like to 
thank you for is allowing dark-house spearing as a legitimate and legal sport.  That is the 
reason I come there every winter and I hope the laws don't change so I can continue to do 
so every year in the future.  
 
4524 
I really enjoy my hunting and fishing experiences in South Dakota.  I started fishing the 
Missouri River approximately 20 years ago because the chance of catching a lot of large-
sized fish was very good.  I have fished all the way from Pierre to Mobridge with various 
amounts of success.  Now the fishing had changed drastically because of the low water 
level, lack of bail fish and in the park, taking too many female (large) with the good gene 
pool.  Even with all these factors, I will be coming back to enjoy the beauty and all the 
good people and friends I have made over the years.  What all this boils down to is this.  I 
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come and fish but all the factors are making it hard when it used to be a very enjoyable 
experience.  
 
4560 
Its not important to bring home a lot of fish, it's more the price of your non-resident 
license and your parking.  Before your Lake Oahe license we quit coming over.  We like 
to fish 4 or 5 days to do this we had to buy 2 separate licenses.  I enjoy the fishing in S.D. 
and plan to be back over again in 2004.  Thanks for fixing Bushes landing! Parking 
money well spent.  
 
4600 
We always enjoy the beauty of the area and to come around a bend and see a deer, 
pheasant, or antelope catching some fish to take home and have later is fine.  However to 
spend time with friends is priceless. Thank you.  
 
4625 
I fished for the first time, Lake Oahe at Mobridge, S.D. with friends.  We caught quite a 
few walleyes of OK size and we brought back about 2/3 of our limit for 3 days.  It was 
my first time there.  I didn't like the cost of lodging (I forgot the name of the place but we 
fished in April and I think they cheated us!)  It's a beautiful place, foods were good and 
reasonable and boat ramps, and etc was great.  I plan to go back in 2005 if the limits are 
liberal.  It's a very long ways to drive and pull a boat but if the fishing is likely to be 
good, it's worth it to me.  You see, I live on Gull Lake near Brauinuel (MN) and at times 
the walleye fishing is good and it's a lot cheaper to fish right out my door.  That's why the 
lure to me has to be great fishing, liberal limits, and good decent size.  Glad you asked for 
feedback.  You've got a great resource there.  
 
4643 
We were mainly out in the Mobridge area to shoot prairie dogs and we only fished one 
evening for about an hour on shore and we caught one catfish.  The wind came up so we 
had to quit.  
 
4665 
I used to fish in S.D. a lot more until regular license fees got too expensive.  
 
4680 
If you want to keep the non-residents coming back to the river do not drop the 3 day 
possession limit.  If it goes back to 2 days and 4 walleyes a day there is no way our group 
of 10 will be coming back.  This year with low water is bad enough.  We're considering 
Devils Lake if water is still low.  I appreciate the survey. Thank you 
 
4718 
I like to fish to teach young people to enjoy what we have.  Water levels are way too low 
from years past.  And that is serious because if the Corp does not care about people water 
needs, recreation and wildlife in a whole including fish.  It seems that the only thing they 
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worry about is southern state barges; this does not sit well with me.  I caught way too 
many now non-game fish.  I think game fish are being crowded out by water levels; not 
good for SD, ND, MT reservoirs and for the future of our young people to enjoy what we 
have now.  
 
4752 
I have fished the Mobridge area for 15 years! I use to fish tournaments when the fish 
were of larger nature.  I had a hard time swallowing the price of the non-resident fishing 
license!  When you offered the Oahe only fishing license, for a smaller price I was very 
pleased.  The cheaper license offered a cheaper trip to the area, after all the fishing wasn't 
as good as it used to be.  The size of fish or limit of fish didn't keep me from going 
fishing in Mobridge.  The idea of charging $60 for a non-resident fishing license is 
outrageous.  The lower limit is not a problem personally, I thought the limit was high.  
The state of South Dakota doesn't have to worry about me coming back to fish, not 
because of the lower limits, but the price of the license has drove me away! 
 
4786 
I was up there 8 or 10 years earlier with a friend that had lived there for 12 years. We 
fished Lake Oahe then when the lake was close to normal pool level.  Then we had better 
fishing and caught more types of fish.  Last year I went with some friends and had a fine 
time but could have stayed in Kansas and caught more and better quality fish.  We are 
planning a trip to Devils Lake in N.D. this year.  About the same group will go there and 
one has been on it a lot because he has family up there and is a man, great sportsman in 
hunting and fishing and a lover of the land as being a farmer all his life.  If anyone is 
catching fish when we go we will to, because he is a good fisherman that has taught a lot 
of people how to fish and enjoy the outdoors.  I spend all my free time hunting and 
fishing and as I can afford to travel and fish other states I will.  I think you people are 
doing a great job.  Thank you  
 
4844 
The fishing was great summer of 2003 was the 1st time we had been to Oahe.  It was 
wonderful never crowded, caught fish 1st day we just mainly drove around in the boat to 
get the different structures and depths and marked spots to go back too.  Planning on a 
trip in 04 hopefully.  Only disappointment boat ramps are terrible.  We have a new boat 
all the gravel and sloping the trailer has so many pits in it.  If only the boat ramps were 
better and accessible.  Sometimes there was such a deep back up to get in but maybe that 
can't be helped with the structure of Lake Oahe.  Overall I loved it.  
 
4898 
Spear-fishing is a great way to remove rough fish and I specialize in running spear 
fishing meets if you are interested in supporting one please call me. [Mike McGuire 970-
216-5902] 
 

We held a spear-fishing meet there last year.  Mostly rough fish were taken.  You need to 
host more spear-fishing meets / trophy's as your rough fish population is OUT OF 
CONTROL and will control your game fish.  
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4902 
I fish with family members that have major disabilities and I feel the laws could be 
relaxed a little with respect to providing assistance to the disabled people.  The game 
wardens in the Whitlock Bay area were not very understanding, or seemed to lack any 
consideration, for the physical problems some people may have in relation to handling 
fishing equipment.  For example: if I touched thier pole or tried to provide assistance, like 
casting their line out etc, they made me out to be some kind of criminal.  One example 
was I was holding the pole for a person that is considered 100% disabled by social 
security due to being paralyzed on one side, while they tried to reel the fish in, I did have 
a valid fishing license, and I was told in not uncertain terms that I could not have lines in 
the water, if I was assisting another person.  I was not issued any citations, so I must have 
not been violation any laws but we were given a lot of grief over this matter.  So my 
question is how much assistance can one provide a handicapped fisherman if the non-
handicapped person also is fishing at the same time.  
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4944 
I do not like the ramp charge.  
 
4945 
Disappointed in the officers, I was pulled over 2 times because we were from MN.  They 
asked why we were fishing here when we have fish in MN.  I felt harassed.  
 
4964 
Keep more water in Lake Oahe! 
 
4972 
I would like to see more boat ramps of marina facilities north of Mobridge.  But they 
have to be on the west side of the lake because there is no lake access from FT. Yates 
N.D. to Mobridge S.D.  Other than this the fishing is perfect keep up the good work.  I 
guess the lake levels could be higher also because a lot of good fishing areas were 
destroyed.  But fishing is still perfect.  
 
4984 
My dad lives in Houston, TX and I had not fished with him in over 30 years.  So I 
planned a trip with him and my son of 12 years to Mobridge, SD where I thought we 
would have a great time walleye fishing.  As it turned out, we were very disappointed.  
No one told me the lake was down 28 feet and the area of Mobridge doesn't cater to 
fishermen needing to rent the proper boats to navigate Oahe.  I felt very unaccommodated 
and "up creek without a paddle".  I may never try to plan another outing with dad and son 
again.  
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ID # Comments 
 
7 Sorry, I never caught a fish.  It was my first time out since I was 6 years old.  It was really 

hot and I gave up early!  But my friend taught me and I had the best time ever! 
 
142 I guess I didn’t answer because I am really disappointed in the State Parks.  We have to 

have a reservation months before we can make it, and when one works we don’t always 
know if we can make it.  Then they are all filled with out-of-state campers from 
Minnesota, Iowa, and Nebraska, and a lot of them don’t even fish.  It sure doesn’t give 
South Dakotans much of a chance to camp.  There should be more done as things are 
going to be worse. 

 
198 Please do not send anymore surveys.  Thank you. 
 
206 Even though I live in Yankton on the Missouri River and the Lewis & Clark Lake, we go 

fishing on Big Stone Lake in Big Stone as my sister and family have a cabin and boat up 
there.  Thanks. 

 
387 I fished one time last year with my dad for 2 hours . . . no fish! 
 
433 I feel the one-day permit is much too expensive.  I’d like to take my 9-year-old son fishing 

now and then, but by the time we buy the basic equipment: a license, bait, etc. it is a 
major expense.  We do not know a lot about fishing, and mostly just catch bullhead and 
throw them back after we catch them, so the expense is definitely keeping us from going 
very often. 

 
506 I was unable to fish on the day I planned.  No fish caught in 2003. 
 
509 I also bought a season permit.  They were originally sold out in Yankton, SD, so I bought 

a one-day. 
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513 Please continue to protect the perch/walleye species and limits.  Too many lakes get 
fished out in just a few years; need optional management. 

 
564 My one fishing experience this year was a lesson in fly-fishing at Governor Mike Rounds 

Buffalo Hunt.  It was a great, relaxing experience, even though I didn’t catch any fish. 
 

We have a cabin on Clear Lake, by Lake City, SD, and my husband does quite a lot of 
fishing.  I go out with him sometimes, just to ride in the boat and relax.  Clear Lake is 
getting to be a good fishing lake. 
 

568 I have never purchased a one-day fishing license.  I feel that there should be more game 
fish planted in our area. 

 
569 I did not fish and I don’t fish.  Therefore, these questions do not apply to me.  Please 

don’t send me anymore surveys. 
 
599 I only bought a license so I could make a purchase at Cabela’s – I don’t fish. 
 
603 Sorry, I don’t feel like completing this for my one fishing day. 
 
606 I bought the fishing license so I could go fishing with my nephews and nieces on 

Memorial Day.  The nephews and nieces that went fishing ranged from 6 to 14 years old, 
and my brother (their father) and I helped them with fishing.  The nephews and nieces 
are the ones that caught the fish that I said we caught in the questionnaire.  I plan on 
going fishing on holidays when my nephews and nieces want to go fishing. 

 
630 Took my granddaughter fishing for her first time. 
 
663 Went fishing one day, just for a fun trip. 
 
679 I’m not the one you want to hear from, as I only fish one day a year in a local tournament. 
 
731 I would just like to say a few things.  Usually every year I get a yearly license, but 

unfortunately last year I was unable to, due to small children.  My family members are 
avid hunters and fishers.  My fiancé, father, brother, mother, and stepfather are out 
hunting and fishing every chance they get.  We all love it!  This survey should really be 
done by them this year.  I could only sit back and watch, but next year I will be back out 
there again, that’s a promise!  I would like to thank you for asking me to be a part of your 
survey; I hope I can do it again.  Thanks to South Dakota’s Game, Fish & Parks for 
making South Dakota so wonderful.  Keep up the good work!  Thank you. 

 
773 You guys are doing a great job.  Keep it up!  Thanks! 
 
774 Purchased a resident annual license! 
 
804 I fished one evening for approximately 2 hours with my uncle.  I have no idea if the fishing 

was good or bad compared to anything else or what kind of fish we caught.  This 
questionnaire does not pertain to me and I would appreciate it if you would not send my 
anymore.  Thank you! 

 
896 It ticks me off that my grandkids have to now share my limit of fish.  South Dakota should 

be ashamed of themselves. 
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1077 I bought a one-day fishing license to fish a private stock dam with an out-of-state 
nephew.  I used to buy a yearly license religiously.  However, the reason why I no longer 
buy licenses to fish in South Dakota is not addressed in this survey, and that is cost!  The 
licenses cost too damn much anymore, and I will not buy them anymore. 

 
1102 I was born and raised in South Dakota and I have fished the creeks, streams, lakes and 

ponds in and around the Black Hills since I was 5 years old.  Then at the age of 17, I 
joined the Army and moved away, returning as often as I could.  During my 10 years of 
being away from the Black Hills, I have fished in the States of Washington, Colorado, 
Utah, Virginia, Wyoming, Pennsylvania, and Oregon.  Even though each of these states 
had great and beautiful lakes and streams, there was no comparison to the Black Hills 
area.  But now that I have moved back in 2002, I have had the time to explore my old 
fishing holes and have became quite apauled at the lack of attention and upkeep of 
several of the areas.  Yet, they have in my opinion, ludicrous fees and rules in order to 
use them! 

 
Your department must have some kind of idea of the status of your facilities, and if not, 
you need to find out and try to correct the problems.  Feel free to contact me in person to 
follow up if you do desire.  Thank you. 
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ID # Comments 
3 Lakes Fished (Observations at Lakes): 
 

Lake   Times Fished  Species Caught  Location 
  
 Dry Lake  10   Pike 15” - 36 “  Public Access 
 (Clark County)        off old road bed. 
 
 Thompson Lake  1   Walleye 8” - 16”  North shore 
 (Kingsbury County)       just west of North
          Shore Restaurant/
          Baitshop 
 
 Fox Lake  6   Pike 25” - 38”  North side - off road 
 Maynard’s Slough    Walleye 15” - 26” Break in fence 
 (Clark County)        big section of lake 
 
 Waubay Lake  1   Walleyes – Lots of 14” North side of lake 
 (Day County)        by public access 

where all the dead 
trees are 
 

Spirit Lake  2   -------   Northeast side off  
(Clark County)        road 
 
Cherry Lake  1   Carp   South side of shore 
(Clark County)        off the road 
 
Clark County Sloughs 4   -------   Heard rumors of  
       fish being in some 
       sloughs, so we 
       gave them a try 
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Thought a better break down might help, though wouldn’t help in the report’s results, since 
I’m probably the only guy that broke it down. 
 
My personal feeling about South Dakota fishing (East & West) is that there is a great fishery 
for walleyes/pike, but a real lack of panfish.  Being from New York, I am a panfish lover and 
found it real hard to find lakes that provide panfish fishery. 

 
18 License is ridiculous; probably won’t come back.  Fishing in RCL Tournament. 
 
26 Fished in Webster and Waubay area. 
 
41 I feel your out-of-state license is high for seniors. 
 
42 I don’t know if you have anything to do with camping rules, but I think the reservations for 

camping stinks.  I am a farmer and I never know when I can go fishing.  If you could have 
more open sites it would sure help. 

 
52 I think your non-resident license fees are plenty high priced for someone like me who only 

comes to South Dakota fishing 2 or 3 times per year for 2 days of fishing each trip. 
 
53 I love to fish the northeast corner of South Dakota:   

Waubay Lake; 
Bitter Lake; 
Clear Lake;  
Cattail-Kettle Lake; and 
Fort Sisseton. 
 
Thank you South Dakota. 
 
 

67 I personally feel South Dakota is trying to keep the non-resident from fishing.  The price of a 
fishing license on top of fuel, food, and lodging gets expensive for older sportsmen; if can’t be 
used to often.  Different laws for some lakes are very confusing. 

 
68 I have finished filling out my second questionnaire to you.  My first one must have fell through 

the cracks someplace along the line, because I did return the survey to you. 
 

My only comment is the license fee for a non-resident is plenty expensive.  Most fishermen 
from my area plan a 5 to 7-day fishing trip to your state.  You either sell a three-day license or 
a one-year license.  You don’t have to be to sharp to figure out the SD GF&P is after that 
extra money.  They know lots of fishermen fall in the 5-day fishing trip.  You’re not going to 
drive about 400 miles one way for a 3-day license.  If you were making several fish trips per 
year the yearly license is the way to go.  I only managed one trip last June; it was for five 
days, and I was forced into a year license fee.  A 7-day license would be a very fair option.  
Yours truly. 
 

73 I have fished South Dakota since 1981 every year and usually several times per year.  The 
SD GF&P believed they had unlimited fish and allowed too many fish to be hauled out in 
early years.  Now the fish are to small to keep and fishing South Dakota is costing more, so 
my friends and I feel we will be going back to Minnesota; limits and cost to fish are both less.  
Pressure with so many fishermen and technology has taken the mighty Missouri River down 
the tube.  We feel a lot of others like us will do the same.  Our last trips has been tough to get 
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2 or 3 keepers in a full day of fishing; even Iowa fishing is that good.  I hope you have a good 
recovery plan for the mighty Missouri River, because we all loved to fish out there. 

 
75 I don’t keep the big walleye.  The 15 -18 inch size is fine for me.  I like to see more large 

walleyes returned quickly and safely to the water.  The big ones are fund to catch, take a 
quick photo and back into the water. 

 
76 Limits – no uniformity: 3 fish this lake or slough, 6 on this one, 1 perch this lake, 10 perch 

another, and 25 another size, and slot limits.  Commercialization – stay so long; have more 
fish.  Why should I have to take a lawyer with me so I can keep track of regulations and limits, 
size, etc?  I have been fishing South Dakota since 1960, and I never had any trouble getting 
people to go with me there.  This year I have not found anyone to go, so I will not be going 
there.  We are going to Minnesota and North Dakota.  So sad that South Dakota is killing 
itself with regulations and fees. 

 
92 I fish in the Webster area: Lake Waubay, Bitter, Pickerel, Lynn, etc. etc.  Enjoy the area very 

much.  The only negative comment would be the very confusing and differing limits on each 
body of water, as well as the differing legal length for walleyes.  It is very easy to get mixed 
up unintentionally as to what rules apply to what lake.  I would never intentionally break the 
law, but I’m afraid I might unintentionally because of the confusion.  I understand why they 
have lowed the limits on all panfish and walleyes; I feel this is a good move, just need to 
clean up the confusion mentioned above. 

 
101 I enjoy fishing in general and I do like the “nice” fish I have found in South Dakota, but when 

you raised the license fee and lowered the limit, it appears to me that you are taking unfair 
advantage over out-of-state fishermen.  I have been harassed/insulted by locals about 
coming to South Dakota and taking all the fish.  When in fact, I have observed the “locals” 
limiting out and going home cleaning them and coming back for another limit.  If I have out-of-
state tags on my equipment and even think of over-harvesting, I am threatened with loss of 
everything, as well as a big fine.  I’m not complaining about that only, that the out-of-state 
vehicles are usually the ones being searched.  I don’t believe in taking more than I’m allowed, 
but it sure bites to pay big bucks to fish and then being held in contempt by the people who 
are over-harvesting. 

 
108 I do think the out-of-state fishing license is way too high.  Doesn’t seem right the out-of-

staters have to pay so much more, and the fishing isn’t any better.  Thanks anyway. 
 
116 Why can’t you have the parks first come, first served?  We know someone that calls and 

takes all the nice spots and then sells them out.  This is at several places.  With my business 
I can’t plan that far ahead. 

 
118 I would like the state to raise the limit to at least 20 perch for the northeast lakes.  I feel the 10 

limit is too small for me to travel 3 to 4 hours to fish.  Perch have a short life cycle and I feel 
the mortality on your perch are greater by natural causes than the catch ratio.  Also, the out-
of-state fisherman gets a bad rap from over-harvest than should be.  I have seen and heard 
of local South Dakota residents are double dipping.  Some could care less about a 25 or 10 
limit.  I see the SD GF&P will pull over an out-of-state rig before they pull over a South 
Dakota rig to check. 

 
136 South Dakota residents attitude toward non-resident anglers keeps getting worse and worse.  

So, I will be spending more time and money in Minnesota.  I feel welcome there.   
 
155 I know several people who have been checked by officers, (which is fine) while South Dakota 

fishermen were not even stopped.  This is not fine.  Maybe they don'’ think South Dakota 
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fishermen break any laws.  A friend of mine was checked 3 days in a row by the same officer.  
He took every fillet out each day.  He found nothing wrong.  He was not very friendly and it 
was very hot.  My friend was not a "happy camper".  No South Dakota boats were checked, 
not good PR.  I’ve always enjoyed fishing in South Dakota, but it’s not like it used to be.  
Enclosed is an article on yellow perch by an Iowa DNR Fisheries Biologist. 

 
168 I’m sorry it took so long.  I wish I worked and lived in South Dakota.  Thank you for asking. 
 
169 We own property on Pickerel Lake, SD and pay property taxes to the county, but we are not 

residents of the state.  We always buy a South Dakota State Park sticker (in fact we buy 
three of them for our various vehicles) and try to support conservation practices in the state.  
However, we still have to buy an out-of-state fishing license.  We feel that there should be 
some provision made for those of us who spend quite a bit of time and money in South 
Dakota to get a discounted fishing license, rather than buying an out-of-state license.  Thank 
you for your consideration to this matter. 

 
239 We really like eating walleye from the Missouri River system.  However, I have a genuine 

concern about rising non-resident licenses, while fish limits continue to decline.  The scenery 
remains excellent and we still enjoy a trip to the river. 

 
243 At Lake Sharpe in 2002, I was at a tournament.  The SD GF&P measured every fish caught 

at the weigh-in, and then the fish were measured again by the tournament officials.  The 
weigh-in took 4 hours.  Most of us tournament fishermen try our best to take care of fish and 
the fisheries!  We keep very few fish!   

 
I believe the incident above killed more fish than it was worth!  I respect and back the GF&P 
in most cases!  I appreciate the job you do!  Thank you. 
 

262 As long as you don’t get the cost any higher on your license.  I have been fishing Lake Oahe 
every year since 1963. 

 
268 Your non-resident fishing license cost too much for what you get.  $59 is too much!  Should 

be $40. 
 
287 About the only complaint I have about fishing in South Dakota is the price of a non-resident 

fishing license.  It seems to me that you are subsidizing your resident license by over 
charging non-residents.  I feel that most of the fish harvested in your state are ten home by 
local fishermen.  I’ve talked to many fishermen up there that have way over the possession 
limit at home in their freezers and they are out there getting more, all the while bitching about 
too many restrictive length limits.   

 
I fish in the Webster area most of the time.  I personally approve of the limits, lengths, and 
number of fish in possession.  Thank you. 
 

290 It was just too hot and windy this last summer to put the boat out much. 
 
291 Sorry about the delay in getting this survey back to you.  I enjoy fishing in South Dakota!  My 

daughter lives in Sioux Falls, so I try to fish every time we go out to visit.  I also fish with 7 
friends up by Webster in June.  I had great luck last year.  Fished Waubay Lake and had two 
keepers, but caught a lot of short fish.  The scenery is great up there and I think you are 
doing a great job with fish restoration.  Thanks for everything! 

 
300 I fly fish only and there is no water in the Black Hills, except for Spearfish.  I will not be back 

until the water returns, as it is not worth the 600-mile drive. 
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307 Why is Lake Oahe getting lower each year? 
 
331 One of the things I enjoy most about South Dakota fishing is its “rawness” and natural beauty.  

Unlike Brainerd, which (in my opinion) has been destroyed by its transformation into a 
Minneapolis western suburb, South Dakota fishing is a chance to remember what fishing was 
like in an earlier time in Minnesota.  Its lack of resorts and Country Inn suites is not a 
weakness; it is one of its strongest attractions for me. 

 
As a native Minnesotan, I am torn by desire to support our local fishery, but frustrated by the 
overcrowding, lack of civility on the water, and the lack of quality fishing experiences in the 
southern part of the state where I reside.  I begrudgingly share the benefits of South Dakota 
with many of my friends, but like my relatives and fishing acquaintances in South Dakota, I 
don’t draw them a map where I pounded the perch on Waubay, got into the walleyes on 
Kampeska, or nailed both at Bitter.  I want them to explore the area the same way I have 
explored the area for the past twenty years. 
 
South Dakota isn’t Minnesota nice and it isn’t Canadian wild, but it’s awfully damn good.  I 
appreciate the efforts of the Game, Fish and Parks, especially when it comes to stocking the 
lakes I fish in the Glacial Lakes area.  I think you do a great job! 
 

337 I like to fish the river system.  The only problem we have had so far is, we came out in April 
and have to boat so far.  We like to fish the Cheyenne River “poor access”.  Thank you. 

 
344 South Dakota has a great fishing resource and I’ve been fishing it regularly for 30 years.  It 

has continued to improve, except for the low water levels; I wished that could be resolved 
somehow. 

 
All of you at fisheries do a great job at managing the resource and you should be 
commended. 
 
I’ll be back again for at least another 20 days again this year. 
 

362 All of my fishing this year was done on Waubay Lake.  The fishing was fantastic for both 
walleye and perch.  I am very glad that there is a 2 fish limit on the lake, but disappointed to 
read that in January 2004 the slot size will drop to 14 inches.  My friends and I are concerned 
that we will be catching 13-inch fish all day, instead of 15 inch.  Every day we fished the lake 
in 2003 we had no trouble catching our 2 fish over 16 inches to keep (if we chose to).  We 
feel that lowering the slot size won’t increase the number of fish kept, but will decrease the 
average size of the fish caught.  We also feel that catch and release of fish 13 inches and 
under has a much higher mortality rate than releasing a 15-inch fish.  I have always been 
very impressed by the way South Dakota handles its fishing waters, but this one I don’t 
understand.  To have a 2 fish limit is great (even though I love to eat walleye – I don’t need a 
freezer full every time I go), but to lower the slot to 14 inches seems to send the opposite 
message. 

 
I will continue to fish Waubay and other lakes this year.  The fishing is incredible and I think 
you guys do a great job managing the fishing waters, just don’t turn Waubay into a fingerling 
factory. 
 

366 Stream and creek water levels were extremely low, that was very disappointing.  I understand 
that’s hard to control. 

 
368 I caught nothing.  I don’t ver plan on coming back. 



Fishing in South Dakota – 2003   Nonresident Annual License – Comments 
Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey Appendix I 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 

657  
 

 
377 Big reason I fish South Dakota is because I can!  The season is open in March and April. 
 
381 The price of a South Dakota Non-Resident Annual Fishing license is over-priced for the 

quality of fishing, compared to Minnesota. 
 
382 I think your non-resident fishing fee is getting high for the number of days that I fish.  You 

don’t have the 5-day license anymore.  Thanks. 
 
420 I use to fish the Pierre and Oahe areas.  Now I fish the Lake Thompson – Waubay areas.  

Good fishing in South Dakota.  Sometime, I will go back to Pierre. 
 
421 I did not fish the lakes listed.  I fish at Waubay Lake and the surrounding areas. 
 
425 Non-resident fishing and hunting fees are getting high enough now as to be exclusive.  I/we 

love your state, but cost has become an issue! 
 
438 I’m a South Dakota native and have only live in Minnesota for five years.  My father is a 

professional guide on Lake Oahe.  I fish Lake Thompson and Lake Oahe regularly.  I work 
four days and get four days off, so I’m constantly commuting to fish these two lakes and I’m 
starting to guide part-time on these two lakes. 

 
My concern is with Lake Thompson.  With the drought from mild winters and the lack of 
rainfall in the spring, I’m worried about the spawning grounds on the lake with the water level 
dropping.  My hope is that a minimum size limit is imposed, along with increasing GF&P 
checks.  
 
Lake Thompson is by far my favorite lake!  The last two years there has been an excellent 
class of average 2 - 3 lb. to trophy size that I have been catching and releasing on a regular 
or consistent bite.  I noticed it (Lake Thompson) made; I believe, the 2002 fall Walleye 
Insider.  
 
Also, I’ve notice the number in jumbo perch within the last 2 - 3 years.  I’m curious if this 
impact is due to the number of strong healthy walleyes.  Thank you for your time.  Thank 
You!  Greatly appreciated. 
 

450 I use to make about 4 trips per year until the perch limit went to 10.  We came out there in a 
group of 10 or 12 guys.  Fish from 2 - 3 days.  We enjoyed ourselves very much.  However, 
the interest of the group is diminishing.  It is now being directed to northern Minnesota.  We’re 
not game hogs, but we do enjoy fish to eat.  Expenses also enter into it.  Non-resident 
license, motel, food, etc. is not feasible for only a few fish.  I understand the laws are to 
preserve the fish.  This has to be done.  To what extend is questionable.  Thank you. 

 
475 I have really enjoyed fishing in South Dakota on the Missouri River, but you have raised the 

non-resident license too high.  It would be nice if you would lower them; especially for senior 
citizens, but now I find out you have cut the limit down, so I guess we might as well stay in 
Minnesota. 

 
477 As a non-resident, we feel the license fees for sporting, including fishing are extremely high.  

In addition, we don’t like the combined limit under a family license. 
 
484 We are worried about access to Lake Oahe this next summer! 
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485 I hope to be able to spend more time and days in South Dakota fishing this year, and 
catching a few more. 

 
489 You people need to lower the length of the walleyes on Waubay Lake near Webster from 16 

inches to 15-inch limits.  There are way too many walleyes in the 13 to 15-inch slot.  You can 
fish all day and not catch one at 16 inches, lots of fun, but none to take home. 

 
504 I’ve had a lot of fun fishing with my sons and friends in South Dakota – some summer and 

winter fishing – Waubay Lake, Roy Lake, Bitter Lake, Rush Lake, and a few other lakes – a 
great time!  I may retire in South Dakota – a great state!  Thanks for the fun! 

 
515 There should be a more widely published paper with size limits and regulations for each lake 

in South Dakota. 
 
536 I have fished the Missouri River about 27 years (15 years I was a resident of South Dakota).  

I guided with Garry Allen and Bob Probst for 17 years.  I have known John Cooper for most of 
them years, also.  I have seen minimal pressure in the late 70’s to an hour wait at boat docks 
in the 80’s and 90’s.  I generally fish Lake Francis Case from February to June, then Lake 
Sharp, and then Lake Oahe until October.  206 days is the most I fished in a year, but 
averaged 150 days every year on the Missouri River.  The past 3 to 4 years (with Oahe fish 
depletions), I only fished the Missouri River 25 to 40 days. 

 
I see the problems today on the river is 1) – Water levels; needs to be at constant levels. 2) – 
Pressure; you can’t blame or hat people who want to fish.  The GF&P need to regulate the 
river and fish.  We are not Minnesotans, Iowans, Nebraskans, or South Dakotans, but U.S. 
citizens who hold the same rights as everyone else, equally.  3) Knowledge on catch and 
release – we will fish the river 4 to 5 days and maybe bring home 6 fish.  4) Resident controls 
– many residents because of closeness and availability take many limits to their freezers.  
Waubay Lake is a good example – many residents would take 2 to 3 limits a day; they need 
educating.  Thank you. 
 

562 We have great concerns about water levels! 
 
581 I really like the quick response of regulations on lakes when it matters, rather than the wait 

and see response in my State of Minnesota.  Also, I have never met nicer people anywhere 
than in South Dakota.  I am thinking of retiring in South Dakota.  Thank you! 

 
585 I am a former resident of Aberdeen, SD, therefore I have lots of family in the area who I enjoy 

fishing with.  If this were not so, I would probably not come to South to fish at all.  When I was 
a resident, I would fish Lake Oahe almost weekly (that was when the walleye fishing was 
good).  I am truly saddened by how poor it has become there in the last 5 or so years.  I don’t 
know if this is because of poor management, acts of God or over-fishing, but I hope that it 
can be saved as a good walleye producing lake.  On the other hand, I am very impressed 
with how much Richmond Lake has improved in the past few years, for both walleye and 
panfish.  I appreciate having the opportunity to participate in this survey, because fishing is a 
passion for me. 

 
P.S. – Why are non-resident licenses so much higher in South Dakota than in Minnesota? 
 

592 I’ve been fishing your state for 4 years, trying to catch a 20+ lb. northern pike; my daughter 
caught a 21 lb. last year, and I’m still trying.  Walleye and perch are an extra, as we do a lot 
of ice fishing. 
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598 I have fished in South Dakota over 20 years.  We have fished years when only a couple of 
walleyes were caught, still had a very enjoyable time with good memories.  The price of the 
license has made me buy “day licenses” vs. “yearly” for several of those years. 

 
599 I recently received your non-resident fishing activity, harvest and angler opinion survey, and 

I’m writing to ask for some additional information and make a comment.  I have lived in 
Minnesota for the past 5 years after growing up in South Dakota.  Our family makes 2 to 3 
trips per summer to the Black Hills to camp, fish, and enjoy the outdoors.  We typically stay 
and fish in and around the Custer State Park area.  I love this area and find the trout fishing 
to be outstanding.  The one complaint or concern that I have is that to my knowledge there 
are no fish cleaning stations anywhere in the park or nearby.  I typically clean fish back at my 
campsite, which at times has been met with skepticism from the campground hosts regarding 
the wastes in the garbage dumpsters, and rinsing fish under the water supply.  I feel with the 
size of the park, number of fishing lakes, and plentiful trout supply that there should be a fish 
cleaning station, or two.  There are other cleaning stations located around prime fishing 
locations throughout the state that I have visited and found to be of great help for campers 
and out-of-state travelers. 

 
Please contact me with any thoughts, plans, or information that you can provide regarding 
this situation. 
 

616 I go to Dry Lake by Willow Lake – 80 miles one way.  I go to Fish Lake – I just go ice fish.  All 
I fish for is northern pike.  I don’t do any shore fishing. 

 
618 Mostly good report on trips to South Dakota, but the treatment of non-residents guests leaves 

something to be desired.  The 10 perch limit is insane.  If you think there are too many fish 
that are being taken, close the season during the spawn. 

 
619 We fish mostly by boat on Shadehill Reservoir and we would like to see a couple more boat 

ramps on Shadehill.  One on the north branch (Grand) and one on the south.  There is a 
ramp on the south, but the dock has not been put out the last few years for whatever reason.  
It seems the dock has the wrong pitch to fit the ramps.  These docks would be handy when 
it’s windy and also the dock area at Ketterling has only two places to unload a boat, and is 
very congested in the summer month.   This would be a good time to do this, as the lake is 
quite low.  We live in the north Lemmon area.   

 
640 I have been fishing South Dakota since I was 3.  I grew up fishing South Dakota more than 

my home State of North Dakota.  One of the reasons I like fishing there was because of all 
the different lakes and species of fish to choose from.  We have always had excellent luck 
fishing South Dakota until this last year.  Like most, I am an avid walleye and perch 
fisherman.  If I’m not fishing, I’m hunting, and if I’m not hunting, I’m fishing.  We could travel 
to South Dakota for a day of fishing, 6 out of 7 days, and come home with our fish.  Last year, 
I fished the best times and grew very impatient.  This last year I probably fished my home 
state more than ever before and harvested more fish.  I have never complained about the 
price of a license for a non-resident ($61).  Some of my friends say they would never pay 
that.  Now again, when you put that price on a limit of fish that has been cut in half on most 
lakes, I know 1,000% they will never buy one.  Myself, I’m sure I always will, but some of 
these rules are starting to scare fishermen like me to another state.  One of the main reasons 
you had to slap these slot limits on was because you didn’t get them on these lakes fast 
enough when they first started to be fished.  (Examples: Waubay Lake, Lynn Lake, Reetz 
Lake and Opitz Lake).  We shouldn’t pay for your mistake! 
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651 We like to fish the Pollock Bay area of Lake Oahe and have been going there for 9 years, but 
with the low water situation it is doubtful we will be going in the near future.  Very 
disappointing to us and many friends. 

 
Something needs to be addressed at Waubay Lake, also.  We caught many, many fish, but 
small or under fed (similar to Lake Oahe several years ago).  We don’t back the Corp of 
Engineers either!  Thanks for including me in this survey. 
 

663 Really think price and park fees are way too high for out-of-state fishing! 
 
676 We fished by the dam at Nebraska and South Dakota.  Two officers camp up and told us we 

were fishing on the Nebraska side about 25 yards inside.  Gave us citations for not having a 
Nebraska license and we didn’t even have any fish.  There were 10 of us.  Promised never to 
come back to this place. 

 
683 I find your NON-RESIDENT survey to be, shall we say, 15 years late and a bit out of place.  I 

am not an expert on fish biology, nor water quality and/or control, nor am I any kind of 
politician.  However, I am an avid fisherman.  I have fished the Pacific from Mexico to Oregon 
and the Columbia River, the Great Lakes and small stock ponds in Texas.  I have fished for 
bullheads to Yellow Tail tuna, perch and crappies, and yet my favorite is still Old Marble 
Eyes! 

 
However, it’s very apparent and disheartening that lobbies for any type of business that can 
make a buck off the fishing in South Dakota still hold the reins on the GF&P management of 
the state’s fisheries.  For example: 
 
♦ What is the limit in South Dakota as of this year? >3<Possession limit, 2 days. 

 
♦ Lake Erie, 6 walleyes a day, NO LIMIT on the days, 25 perch a day!  NO LIMIT on the 

days. 
 

♦ 15 years ago in South Dakota it was 8 fish a day, not it’s 3; you need to close fishing for 
the spawning season!  If nothing else, close the fishing to all out-of-state that has their 
season closed. 

 
♦ The price of a fishing annual out-of-state license in South Dakota, $52>, in Ohio $26!  

Get the picture. 
 

♦ Some things you could do are to get the feds to finish the rip-rap work on the Missouri 
River banks. 

 
♦ Size limit for all species on all waters. 

 
♦ Control the hours of which you can fish certain waters.  (For example, no fish from sunset 

to sunrise). 
 

♦ Horsepower limits on smaller waters may also be in order. 
 

What ever you do, the sportsman of South Dakota should be your primary concern.  Manage 
the wildlife to suite their needs first, and the rest of us will benefit as well.  The people of 
South Dakota deserve much better. 
 
Former state resident (28 years) and Minnehaha Conservation Club member. 
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686 In the past years, I have seen a substantial increase in permit fees and regulations, a 
decrease in limits, and quality of both fish and hunting.  I am sorry to say that my friends and 
family will not return to your state until things are revised and improved. 

 
687 I have enjoyed fishing South Dakota’s waters for about 15 years.  I have seen some changes; 

most of them are not good.  The people are very friendly and accommodations are good.  
The problems I see as an angler have to do with the numbers and quality of fish.  In the early 
90’s, fishing was great compared to 2000 - 2003.  Have seen numbers and size down in 
walleyes and very bad in smallmouth bass.  Water levels are sometimes a problem.  
Increased prices in licenses have went up and quality of fishing has went down, making it 
unlikely that we will plan a fishing trip to South Dakota in 2004. 

 
688 I enjoyed my South Dakota fishing experience, except for the lack of shore fishing areas.  

Also, I feel that a non-resident license is too expensive.  Thank you. 
 
692 Stock “catchable” trout in the northern Black Hills. 
 
708 I have purchased Annual Non-Resident Fishing Licenses in South Dakota for the past 5 

years, as have the other 3 persons in my fishing party.  We have seen the size and numbers 
of northern pike decline in the Waubay Lake region every year.  This year we will not be 
fishing in South Dakota.  The high costs of your annual out-of-state fishing and hunting 
licenses are compelling more and more anglers from Nebraska to keep driving past your 
state.  The extra fuel costs and travel time are being outweighed by good fishing 
opportunities, and reasonable permit costs in other states.  I believe that the dollars spent by 
fishermen should support the local bait shops, restaurants, motels, and gas stations, not the 
game and fish department.  There is absolutely no reason that your non-resident permits 
should cost so much more than your resident permits.  It seems as though non-resident 
anglers are not welcomed by the South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks. 

 
I can assure you that some people will keep paying the high prices for a non-resident permit.  
I have had many great memories of fishing in South Dakota, but I will not fish in South Dakota 
this year because North Dakota’s non-resident annual permit is half the cost of a South 
Dakota permit.  If your goal is to lure anglers to your state with quality fishing, find another 
way to fund it.  High priced and restrictive fishing and hunting permits leave a bad impression 
of an otherwise great place to spend time outdoors. 
 

714 Fishing has been a great time for my family and friends over the years in South Dakota, but 
the way it went this year for us, we may start going back to Canada or find better fishing 
somewhere else. 

 
721 I would like to let you know that one of your game wardens was extremely rude to my fishing 

partner and myself.  He asked to see our fishing license, then asked if we were from 
Nebraska.  I replied that we were, and his comment was; that figures.  We had no violations.  
It was just a boat check.  With that kind of remark, I lost a lot of respect for the law 
enforcement of the GF&P representing South Dakota.  For this reason, we will be spending 
more fishing time in Nebraska and Kansas. 

 
723 I would like to see some trees planted in the Burke Lake State Recreation Area and at 

Whetstone Bay Lakeside Use Area.  Thanks. 
 
729 I have been fishing South Dakota waters since 1952 and have seen many changes in the 

quality of fishing in South Dakota. 
 

The following are some of my personal complaints: 
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1. Since the advent of fishing tournaments, I feel the quality of fishing has decline every 

year. 
 

2. I do not think you can have 20 or 30 tournaments each year and have stressed fish put 
into live wells and hauled around all day, then expect them to be released and live to 
reproduce. 

 
3. Fishing should be for the majority and not the minority.  I believe the only winners under 

current tournament rules are the boat and motor manufactures. 
 

4. Since flood control was paid for by federal tax money, why aren’t resident and non-
resident fishermen charged the same fees?  Since I come to South Dakota an average of 
45 days per year, why should I pay an exorbitant license fee, plus spend approximately 
$100 per day to the local merchants in South Dakota.  While local residents, including 
guides, take 20 times the fish and contribute nothing to the improvement of the fishery. 

 
5. I do not think your Game Commissioners have any idea how to manage the fishery for 

which they are responsible.  The latest rules for Lake Sharpe only proves that if you can 
make out-of-state fishermen stay three days to take a possession of an eight fish limit, 
they are only appeasing local merchants.  While resident fishermen can fish Oahe, 
Sharpe, etc., and take their fish to their home and go back again for another limit without 
spending one dime with the local merchants. 

 
6. I do not think Midwestern dams should be drained to support barge traffic on the 

Mississippi River below St. Louis, MO. 
 

In closing, if you are concerned about maintaining the quality fishing you once had, then local 
residents should be assessed a fee to help stock the lakes since they take out 90% of the 
fish.  This money should be used for replacing the bait fish, as well as the fish taken for 
eating. 
 
Thank you for your survey.  I hope you are able to provide input to your local Game 
Commissioners because I believe they certainly need help. 
 

736 I have been fishing in South Dakota for 40 years.  I enjoy every trip.  I do wish they did have 
more crappie and bluegill fishing in the summer time. 

 
750 We (myself and my wife) have been going fishing together for 15 years.  I’ve gone for 25 

years.  My mom and dad have gone for close to 40 years.  The last 2 years have been a 
mess.  The water has been so low that we can’t get the boat in.  From the place we stay to an 
accessible ramp is 35 miles one way.  We spend half our day traveling back and forth.  We 
are seriously thinking of canceling our trips this year if the water is too low.  The Army Corps 
of Engineers need to get their heads together.  This low water issue has obviously hurt the 
fish population and size.  For $59 per license I think the out-of-state or in-state fishermen 
deserve better.  Thank you. 

 
802 I did not care for the size restriction change from 14 inch walleye/sauger to 15 inch minimum 

a few years ago concerning Lake Francis Case. 
 
817 My only real complaint is that we cannot use the shelters.  There are times when the shelters 

were never used when the campground is full.  We drive 135 miles to get to Whetstone Bay 
at Bonesteel, SD.  Please try to get the shelters open to the campers.  Thank you. 
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818 Since we live in O’Neill, Nebraska, Fort Randall Dam is about the only water of South Dakota 
nearby that I’ve fished.  Are there any other small lakes in this area with good perch or 
crappie fishing or either pike? 

 
824 One thing I do not appreciate is no parking area to meet with fishing companions without 

paying for a permit for the area.  Then if you drive a different vehicle you pay again. 
 
851 I have fished the State of South Dakota for the past 8 -10 years.  I have had many good times 

at or on the Missouri River lakes.  I am the type of guy that will pick up and head to the lake.  
I recently moved from the Omaha area to Springview, Nebraska.  I also have a cabin around 
Lynch, Nebraska.  I have hunted and fished all of my life.  I was looking forward to moving out 
west in part due to the better access.  I love to fish and hunt.  Since I retired, I have to watch 
my money a little closer. 

 
I recall when South Dakota went from $29 for an out-of-state license to (I believe it was) $49.  
Then the following year I believe it went to about $63, and currently the price is $62.  I also 
checked into an out-of-state hunting license this year.  When I found out that it was over $100 
for a split 10-day season, I about went nuts. 
 
It seems to me that South Dakota has gotten cared away with the aspect of generating 
money at the expense of out-of-state hunters and fishermen.  I’ve hunted elk, bear, and 
assorted other wild game over the years and I feel this is a national trend, not just South 
Dakota.  Living where I live, I spend quite a few dollars shopping in South Dakota.  It is a 
great place to visit and recreate, yet it irks me to no end to see where hunting and fishing is 
going.  What about the youth and low income types that don’t live in South Dakota.  
Obviously, you are not going to capitalize on them, as I’m sure they won’t buy or afford an 
out-of-state license.  This is not good and is getting worse.  South Dakota needs to get its act 
together.  Thanks for letting me blow off steam. 
 

869 Two days fishing is not enough time to evaluate a place and the wind and weather had part to 
due with it, but getting away was enjoyable. 

 
875 In regards to your survey, I am very disappointed you have decided to lower the limit on daily 

fish you can catch.  I do spend a lot of time and money in your state.  We buy 2 out-of-state 
fishing licenses and 2 park permits, beside the expense of food and lodging.  Due to the 
lower limit we may not fish in South Dakota this year. 

 
883 I stay at Sunset Lodge, and Bush’s Landing needs maintained.  Thanks for the upkeep you 

do already. 
 
887 I have been drawn to fishing in South Dakota through the RCL Tournament held at Lake 

Sharpe the past 2 years.  These are fun and exciting events.  If it weren’t for these events 
and the great reception we received from the people of Pierre, I would have confirmed to do 
my fishing in Nebraska. 

 
This year I am planning to bring my family along as well when I fish, not only at tournaments, 
but for weekend getaways.  We appreciate the cleanliness of the river front area.  It offers a 
sense of peach and quietness my family will enjoy.  (I fish pro – amateur tournaments as an 
amateur). 
 
Our family is also drawn to the area by your thoughtfulness to have family permits for out-of-
state anglers; offered at a reasonable rate.  I would be prohibitive to us to have to purchase 
six non-resident permits to let our 4 small children catch fish.  This allows me to bring them 
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along when I pre-fish walleye tournaments.  My children like to catch fish and we can practice 
(CPR) catch, photo, and release while keeping a limit to eat. 
 
This year we plan on fishing more at both Lake Oahe and Lake Sharpe.  Thank you for the 
great fishing. 
 

888 COMMENT: Probably will not make the usual one day fishing trip to South Dakota this year if 
the walleye limits are reduced.  The river system, especially around Snake Creek and Dock 
44, seems to have way too many 14 ¾-inch walleyes.  Also, South Dakota should keep its 
800-445-FISH hot line more current and up to date.  After getting one or two outdated reports 
I get discouraged in its usage.  A more current report would encourage myself and others to 
consider fishing in South Dakota the next day. 

 
903 Fishing in South Dakota has become expensive for us.  For no longer then we stay up here, it 

is the love of the sport that makes the trip.  This year, we heard a lot of people say that it’s 
too expensive and that would be the last year.  In Nebraska, almost two people could fish for 
the price of one in your state.  If possible, would like to know the outcome of the survey.  We 
are small lake and stream fishermen.  Not interested in the Big Missouri River lakes at all.  
Lakes like Angostura by Hot Springs are too expensive.  By the time we buy a park permit, 
day use, and an out-of-state permit, that gets the price up pretty high.  Thank you. 

 
934 Need more handicapped areas. 
 
968 First of all I would like to congratulate the GF&P for their foresight to make Reetz Lake in Day 

County a trophy walleye lake.  Although, I have yet to catch a keeper (28”).  I have caught 
and released many in the last 2 years that ran from 4 to 7 ½ lbs.  I also caught several tagged 
fish whose numbers were turned into the GF&P in Watertown.  I think with all the new water 
in the northeast part of the state, the GF&P could get a few more lakes aside to be managed 
as trophy waters. 

 
Secondly, I am wondering the status of the GF&P dispute with one of the landowners of Long 
Lake, which is between Reetz and Swan Lakes.  This was an excellent fishery before being 
shut down to fishing. 
 
I intend to return to South Dakota this spring, as I’m still looking for that wall hanger northern.  
Keep up the good work. 
 

972 Sorry to say that we will no longer fish in South Dakota.  Your licenses have gotten too 
expensive. 

 
973 My husband and I both had licenses and we fished together.  South Dakota is our favorite 

place in the U.S.  We are from California, but we travel all the time.  Thanks. 
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ID # Comments 
 
993 My wife and me have been coming to the Black Hills for 3 years now.  We will continue to 

come back every year.  The fishing in the lakes and streams is super and the price of a 
non-resident license is very reasonable.  Keep up the good work South Dakota.  Thanks. 

 
1007 Fees for my family of four fishermen are very expensive.  Should be a 2, 3 or 4-day tag. 
 
1010 For a license that costs $60, a person should be able to take enough fish home to eat for 

awhile, when a person drives for 5 to 8 hours to get there.  Plus, size limits are confusing 
from one lake to another.  I only fished two times – ice fishing. 

 
1012 Three of us from St. Ansgar, Iowa have been coming to South Dakota 5 or 6 times a year 

for the last 6 to 7 years.  We are all perch and crappie fishermen, but last year on 
Waubay Lake we caught 6 walleyes; all just over 16 inches except one, which was just at 
16 inches.  A GF&P fellow stopped us in the motel parking lot; he measured our 
walleyes.  All were okay except one, which he said was 1/16 of an inch too short.  I told 
him to pinch his tail fins together like they show in the fish rules, but he was determined 
to get us; we got find $58.  I had $60 on me, so I gave it to him, but he didn’t have any 
change, so he said he’d send it to me.  That was 6 months ago, and I haven’t seen 
anything.  After that, we don’t know if we’ll be coming back. 

 
1017 We caught a lot of Asian carp during out two visits.  I am concerned about the population 

increase and what they will do to the fish quality in the river.  I would like to see the 
walleye population keep thriving.  Thanks. 

 
1037 The only thing we did not like is when people catch a fish and they let them die, just 

because it is not the kind they like; instead of putting them back in the water, they leave 
them there until hours later and they die.  

 
1052 I would like to see the out-of-state family license cost go down.  Thanks. 
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1057 Fishing was better in the years when the water was higher. 
 
1065 Out-of-state licenses are way too high. 
 
1081 I would like to offer these additional comments to your survey.  In my opinion, you should 

leave the length limit on all year on the Missouri River, instead of taking it off July 1st to 
September 1st.  This would stop people from killing small walleyes and protect the fishery. 

 
The other thing is maybe you should educate the local fishermen as to how much money 
people from out-of-state spend in South Dakota.  I bought my boat in Sioux Falls; when 
we come to the river we stay in South Dakota motels; eat in South Dakota restaurants; 
buy South Dakota gas and bait; and usually stop to shop at Cabela’s.  When we unload 
the boat at the ramp, we hear comments from South Dakota fishermen, “Oh, here is 
another one of those F----r’s from Iowa.”  I’ve heard this about three times in the last two 
years.  Where would the South Dakota economy be without the money people from out-
of-state spend on their fishing?   
 

1088 We grew up in South Dakota and enjoyed fishing there.  It’s getting so expensive that I 
don’t know if we’ll be buying many more non-resident family licenses.  It’s becoming a 
sport for the wealthy in South Dakota. 

 
1098 I have been fishing South Dakota waters for 38 years; the nice clear and clean water.  

Enjoy getting a few fish to take home for the family to enjoy.  We don’t purchase 
Minnesota or Iowa licenses due to the pollution.  We only have one complaint, which is 
the price of the license. 

 
1110 Why can’t you lower the price of your fishing! 
 
1127 In previous years, I have always fished the Missouri River on Lake Oahe near 

Gettysburg.  I like fishing there because of the excellent shore fishing.  I just would like to 
see more access to be able to fish from more areas along the shore. 

 
1128 I visit my parents at Swan Lake every summer.  My sons and I fish for carp. 
 
1135 Fishing at Waubay Lakes has decreased.  Going to North Dakota/Minnesota in 

2004 - 2005. 
 

1154 Have always had a satisfying trip to the Webster area.  I’m a perch pounder – just love to 
fish perch, but love to eat them too. 

 
1175 Keep up the stocking and limit the length.  It is fun just to catch fish. 
 
1177 We did most of our fishing on Lynn Lake by Webster.  We were stopped by a Game, Fish 

and Parks ranger and he asked us if we had a fire hydrant in our boat.  We could not find 
one due to my dad taking his boat to Canada and many things were stolen (including the 
hydrant).  He fined us $40 cash, but let us fish the rest of the day without it.  Fee was too 
steep considering he did not require us to get a new hydrant right away.  I was mad!  He 
could have warned us. 

 
1179 I would not spend the time and money (motels, cafes, gas, and shopping) if we would 

only catch a few fish a day.  We enjoy fishing and catch and release a number of fish, 
plus eating a meal fresh from the lake.   I (we) think the fishing tournaments and the 
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residents of South that KEEP too many fish each day, will hurt the lakes and all 
fishermen and women. 

 
I enjoy going fishing with my husband early in the spring at Lake Francis Case, but also 
enjoy the area.  The river is very clean.  I don’t like the idea that upper river water has to 
be let through the dams to support barge traffic on the lower end of the river.  This is not 
only from the fisher person’s point of view, but also from the farms around the river.  The 
Midwest has not had enough rainfall the past few years, and the land is suffering due to 
this.  I have told my husband many times that when we retire I would like to settle along 
the river as it is very pretty country.    
 

1181 I fish the Webster/Waubay area.  It’s a good panfish area (sunfish and crappies)! 
 
1182 I like catching fish; not so much taking them home. 
 
1200 One complaint; out-of-state license too costly. 
 
1206 We had no problem catching walleye over 15 inches or longer, we had to release several 

every day.  We had problems catching walleye under 15 inches. 
 
 
1212 Have fished South Dakota since 1980 on the following lakes: 
 Bitter Lake; 
 Waubay Lake; 
 Dry Lake; 
 Lake Poinsett; 
 Lake Alice; 
 Lake Thompson; and 
 Missouri River. 
 

Enjoyed them all and glad you lowered the minimum length on Waubay Lake.  Hope to 
be returning. 
 

1215 Waubay area is great. 
 
1230 I am probably not a real good candidate for this survey.  I own a cabin on Lake Cochrane 

and that is the only South Dakota lake I fished this past year.  I found the fishing not as 
good as the previous year, but I’m not sure of the reason.  Some of it may have had to do 
with lower water level. 

 
1237 I wish Minnesota had the quality fishing I find in South Dakota.  Thanks for the good 

fishing South Dakota offers. 
 
1246 The slot in Waubay Lake needs to be lowered to 15 inches.  Thanks. 
 
1248 Plus, I’m from South Dakota and lived there for 35 years. 
 
1252 Due to illness, I was restricted to the number of times on the water. 
 
1260 You have way too many slot limits.  When I went fishing we caught fish, but I could not 

keep one fish.  For the price of a license in South Dakota, I could buy a lot of fish.  Please 
do away with one or the other, as a license does not need to be that high in price, or get 
rid of your slot limits. 
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1277 I think your fishing licenses are way too high priced.  I’m 68 years old and live right on the 

state line (North Dakota and South Dakota).  I believe there should be much better 
reciprocity.  People from South come up here to North Dakota and pay $27; we have to 
pay $60 in your state.  My wife has to pay another $60, if she wants a limit.  Let’s see 
some commitment to your neighboring state.  

 
1280 Being able to get 2 limits on a family license. 
 
1308 Enjoy the Glacial Lakes area, but the river fishing was so poor; will not go back.  You 

need to stop the tournaments! 
 
1331 Thank you for giving me the opportunity to respond to your survey.  I have fish every year 

for the last 10 years in the Black Hills, specifically in French Creek within Custer State 
Park and Spring Creek around Hill City.  Every year, the fishing has improved until 2003.  
I had started to claim to my friends that French Creek was on of the best brown trout 
streams in the west..  However in 2003, I didn’t catch fish.  Furthermore, I didn’t see any 
brown trout in places they should be; only suckerfish in prime trout holding spots.  Spring 
Creek likewise, had lost all rainbow and brown trout of relatively small size. 

 
I assume heat or low water produced a fish kill of some magnitude.  I am a fairly good fly 
fisherman and caught numerous fish in each stream each day.  Suckers in French Creek 
and brook trout in Spring Creek.  I did catch 2 brown trout in French Creek and a couple 
rainbow trout in Spring Creek, but that was it.  Thanks. 
 

1336 I would have fished 9 more days, but I had a health problem. 
 
1343 1.   Annual fee for non-residents is high 

2. If daily bag goes to 3 . . .  make it a 3-day possession limit of 9. 
3. Length of walleye should be 14 inch or longer. 
4. South Dakota is my favorite state to fish in. 

 
1347 I lived in Aberdeen, South Dakota 40 years ago.  Fished Roy, Clear, Buffalo, and 

Cottonwood lakes for 50 years.  The area is beautiful.  We had four sons that vacationed 
with us at Roy Lake Resort for the last 36 years.  Now their families all visit Roy Lake and 
the surrounding area, three or four times a year.  I’m an old 65-year-old dyed-in-the-wool 
nighttime wader, walleye fisherman.  There isn’t many of us left.  We have lived in South 
Dakota, Illinois, Michigan, and now Kansas, but always returned to South Dakota.   

 
The South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks is to be commended for the 
excellent job it does throughout the Black Hills, the Missouri impoundments, and the Lake 
Region.  Dakotans who haven’t frequented other states and other fishing areas, such as 
we have, need to feel pride in what you have created and enhanced for their use and for 
out-of-staters use. 
 
One late night while fishing Roy Lake in waders with my youngest son, my son turned 
around to the north and said, “Dad, what’s that in the sky?”  The northern lights were 
streaking green and yellow hues across the sky.  It just doesn’t get any better than this.   

  
1351 I probably will not fish South Dakota this year.  Your permits are too high for the fish 

catch.  Going to try Kansas; a lot cheaper licenses. 
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1382 Being from Nebraska, the fishing and hunting is very dissatisfying.  The state-funded 
parks are a joke, the management and conservation of fish and game by the state is very 
frustrating to try to stomach.  After this last year, I will not buy anymore Nebraska permits.  
The game officers are very annoying and aggravating.  How many times can a person 
take a creel survey and report that no fish were caught, let alone kept?  How many times 
do they need to check your permits in a week before they are satisfied that you’re legal. 

 
After fishing South Dakota the last several years, I am almost completely satisfied.  My 
only complaint is at Whetstone Bay in the year of 2002, there were a group of people 
from Iowa who were catching double or triple limits of walleye.  They would freeze the 
fillets and go back to Iowa once a week to take fish back home to cheat on the 
possession rule.  They stayed there from the middle of May to the end of June.  My 
question to you is how many fish did they catch during that time?  How many fish did they 
keep just to be selfish?  Why were they allowed to stay at the best campsites for six 
weeks in a row without even having to move?  Why did that brag of their ill 
accomplishments around the campsite and nothing was done? 
 
I love coming to enjoy your outdoors in the State of South Dakota.  I hope I never do 
anything to jeopardize my being welcomed back.  I do not mind paying for the non-
resident license fees.  I do not mind the 2-hour plus drive to go up there, but I do mind 
how almost everybody from Iowa is selfish and disrespectful of others.  The South 
Dakota people are always friendly and respectful of your space. 
 
I think I am most impressed with your conservation officers and park rangers.  I have 
never been hassled getting permits checked, or boat or limit checks.  The angler surveys 
have always been fun and educational about the things you are trying to accomplish.  
Your officers are inspired and energetic about the job they are trying to accomplish.  
Congratulations to all, if they get bored maybe they could give the Nebraska Officers a 
hand with getting their stuff together.  Hope to see all of you guys this spring!  Thank you 
very much. 
 

1386 The things that I think should or could be changed is the limits; don’t be changing them all 
the time, it seems like every time we go fishing in South Dakota the limit is different.  We 
love the walleye fishing, we would like to be able to go more often and would like to also 
get a little bit of a break on the permits if a person has got one the previous year.  Thanks 
for the opportunity to let me tell you what I think.  Hope to be in South Dakota, fishing in 
2004.  We might be a resident in South Dakota soon.  How long does a person have to 
have a residency to get a permit there.  Thanks. 

 
1395 Additional comments: 
 

1. It’s a sorry state when the Corp of Engineers can wipe out an entire year class/spawn 
of walleye. 

 
2. More enforcement of campers sitting on a good bit for days.  Double dipping, etc. 

 
3. It’s tough not being able to catch any over length limit.  A slot limit might be the 

answer. 
 

4. I’ve seen a lot of change in the fishing in the last 20 years. 
 
1399 It would be nice if the family permit allowed each member to keep a large trout. 
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1400 We liked the family license, as my wife is not real enthusiastic about fishing, but will go 
out one or two days if they are “biting”.  Hardly worth the cost of a single license.  Thank 
you. 

 
1438 Didn’t have time to fish as much as I would like!  Will try for more trips in 2004! 
 
1447 I feel the price of a non-resident license is too expensive.  In the future, the cost may 

prohibit us from fishing in South Dakota (i.e., when we retire). 
 
1456 Got skunked 3 times with 1 fish the 4th time.  No good below Big Bend Dam – Ft. 

Thompson; no fish. 
 
1464 I was very successful getting my limit of crappies on Mitchell Lake.  Three days fishing 

there, and we always get our limit. 
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ID # Comments 
 
2624 I really enjoyed fishing in South Dakota, even if it was only for a few hours.  I fished at 

Spearfish Creek.  The scenery driving through the canyon was spectacular.  I caught four 
brown trout using fly equipment.  I tried wets and dries, but ended up catching them on a 
beetle imitation made with a coffee bean.  All trout were 9 to 14 inches.  Thank you for your 
survey, and I hope to fish in your state again.  Hopefully, longer the next time. 

 
2670 Your license fee is way too expensive! 
 
2694 Look forward to fishing in the Black Hills.  Thank you. 
 
2702 We just fished for one to two hours with our son.  I don’t even know what lake we were in at 

Custer State Park.  Didn’t catch anything.  Not really a sport of ours, just a vacation. 
 
2704 I fished three hours in a small lake 8 miles north of Kranzburg, SD.  I caught one bullhead 

about 11 to 12 inches in length.  I released him on the spot. 
 
2718 Your 1-day and 3, 5, or 7-day (whatever your have now) has gotten too expensive for a 

working person that is only passing through one time a year.  I turn all or most fish loose and 
unharmed.  I cannot justify the price of a license any longer. 

 
2739 My husband is 76 years old.  He resents paying $18 a day to catch bullheads, which is what 

he fishes for. 
 
2793 I would come more if there was more rest rooms by the lakes. 
 
2829 This was filled out as an overall view because I only fished one day in South Dakota, but will 

go back fishing again.  Thanks. 
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2837 I was most distressed and quite impressed with South Dakota greed upon purchasing an out-
of-state fishing license.  Your 1-day license cost $15 and starts at 12 midnight.  The license 
vendor is not available until 8:00 a.m.  This means that one-third of the time has expired by 
the time of purchase.  The hours from sundown to midnight are also of no value to me.  If I 
want to stay over (rent motel) and fish for 3 or 4 hours the next day, before going home, it 
costs $15.  Your 24-hour license should run from whatever time the purchaser would desire.  
I am quite sure that South Dakota has that figured out; the greed is showing. 

 
2843 Fish were small!  Catch better fish in Iowa. 
 
2871 Size limits and the number of fish you can keep on Waubay Lake.  Not enough enforcement 

on Waubay Lake.  Needed a game warden to report a boating accident last year and it took 
three hours for them to show up. 

 
2879 When I fish from shore, I pick up trash that I find.  There is too much litter on the shoreline. 
 
2892 I really do like to come to your state and fish, but more importantly is the possibility one has 

to catch a limit of fish with friends and/or family.  The cost is somewhat of importance, but 
changing the limits in the middle of the season is really disappointing.  We do not always 
catch fish, sometimes it is quite slow, and other times it can be extremely exciting.  That is 
what makes great fish, the possibility.  I have talked to a number of people from Iowa who 
fish your state and they did not get a license this year due to the change of your perch limits 
to 15 on some waters that they like to fish.  It is not like we have the ability to fish your area 
often, maybe 1, 2, or 3 times a week, but once every 2 to 3 weeks at best.  After driving 3.5 to 
6 hours to get there and only a day and a ½ to fish, it makes you question is it really worth the 
drive to catch 4 walleyes and 15 perch, if you are there on the right day and the fish are 
biting.  It usually costs me about 100 to 150 bucks by the time you pay motel/bait/food, etc.  I 
use to get a season license, but this year I only got a 1-day license because I did not know if I 
was going to return again.  I wonder how much you lost from people out of state/tourism 
because of that change.  I am only one person, but I know of 7 people alone that did not fish 
South Dakota this year for that reason only.  I know like ever state you need to make money, 
but don’t forget why folks from out-of-state come to fish, that possibility.  I have noticed more 
changes in your limits on different lakes on limits for walleyes and perch.  Is it from the out-of-
state people or the constant pressure from local fishermen/women?  This is only my opinion 
and something for you to think about.  Thank you. 

 
2905 I’m trying to teach my daughters to fish, so ours is only a recreational, fun activity. 
 
2911 I have fished in Canada, Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota.  Fishing is about 

the same most everywhere I go.  One outstanding thing about South Dakota is that you 
charge more for your license, for no better fishing.   

 
Ice fishing is one of my most successful ways of fishing.  This survey doesn’t talk much about 
ice fishing. 
 
South Dakota cannot possibly spend the money received from the out-of-state fishermen on 
the needs of the out-of-state fishermen, so why charge us so much? 
 
South Dakota has many good places to fish, just as other states do.  I enjoy fishing most 
everywhere I go. 
 

2928 My overall view of fishing in South Dakota has been declining the last few years.  I used to 
buy an annual license, but quit a few years ago because of the price and because of some 
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terrible trips I had with my family to the Missouri River system.  I think the Corps of Engineers 
messes with the water level too drastically in the fall.  I’m not sure of the reasons for some of 
their actions, but I do believe it messes with the fish’s habitat.  I have also been fishing the 
Waubay area and have had more good trips than bad.  I have mixed feelings over the South 
Dakota GF&P, also.  Maybe it is just because I’m an out-of-stater, but I have been checked 
on the water and on land for limits of fish.  I have never taken more fish than allowed, but I 
have witnessed locals taking daily limits.  Approximately 10 years ago, especially by Akaska, 
we fished there 5 days and saw the same boats cleaning limits, sometimes twice a day.  
Anyway, I also think that if the fishing system is screwed up, the locals are more to blame 
than the out-of-staters.  I also am appalled at how cheap the in-staters get by license wise 
and I feel as an out-of-stater that I and all of the out-of-staters are taken advantage of.  We as 
out-of-staters pour a lot of money into the South Dakota economy, which keeps the motels, 
restaurants, gas stations, and bait shops in the black.  Anyway, I appreciated the survey and 
what steps might be taken to entice me into coming more your way.  Thanks. 

 
2943 Had a nice time while fishing near Chamberlain, SD.  Had pretty good luck while there (early 

June), but sounds like it slowed down later on. 
 
2980 Sorry to see that your state’s questionnaire snubs the catfishing industry.  I make catfish bait 

for a living and you should be aware that South Dakota has world class catfishing.  I caught a 
pile of catfish while fishing your great state for 2 days and would recommend it to anyone.  
Sincerely. 

 
2984 I like it in Yankton, SD.  I like the scenery and fishing in Yankton lake.  I don’t mean any 

disrespect, but the price you have on the fishing licenses is more than I can afford.  Thank 
you.  South Dakota 3-day fishing costs $30; Iowa 7-day fishing costs $30.50. 

 
2996 This is to inform you that I did not fish any of the locations listed.  We fished Lake Thompson 

and had real good luck.  Thank you. 
 
3002 You have a beautiful state, we loved the time we spent, and plan on returning. 
 
3024 I have always said there should be a trout license or stamp just for the Black Hills.  Residents 

and non-residents for 1 day, 1 week, 2 weeks, and 1 year.  You could cut back on the price of 
them and the bag limit, and yet make big bucks on the camping and fishing.  Families would 
stay longer and spend a lot more money in the stores, motels, and restaurants.  I have talked 
with some that have said there is no way they would pay $9 for one day of fishing, and only 
get 5 fish a day.  There are big bucks to be made here; you just have to work it out.  Camping 
and fishing go hand and hand in Wisconsin.  I am sending you fishing license price list for all 
fish.  Thank you. 

 
3066 Last summer, while fishing Lake Thompson, my brother-in-law and I were harassed by a 

South Dakota fisherman, his dad, and young son.  We didn’t have time to get the boat 
number, but we felt sorry for the young son, and the language his dad was using.  My 
brother-in-law tried our cell phone to call GF&P, then the boat backed off taking our lines, 
which were in the water and disappeared. 

 
3118 Are there other areas besides the stilling basin to fish in windy weather?  Why isn’t there a 

landing in the basin?  Dangerous to get there in the wind. 
 
3158 Our group was not told about a fire and drought in the Battle Creek area. 
 
3170 My family really enjoyed South Dakota. 
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3191 South Dakota has the highest priced non-resident fishing license fee of any state west of the 

Mississippi River (and I’m sure east of it as well).  This is not something to be proud of.  I 
belong to the Arrowhead Fly Fishers with a membership of over 100 fly fishermen.  You’d be 
surprised how many I’ve convinced to fish in Montana for less, no sales tax, and the best 
stream access of any state I’ve fished in. 

 
Your former Governor (who is now facing murder charges) joked with me about the high price 
of South Dakota fishing licenses for out-of-state fishermen by saying that what’s a few bucks 
if we have to buy gas, gasoline, and groceries.  But it is South Dakota’s loss, because we 
now make those purchases in Montana.  Also, we are all catch-and-release fly fishermen, so 
that Montana can continue natural reproduction in all its streams.  $15/day is a high price for 
catch-and-release. 
 

3232 You have an increasing struggle/battle between keeping your residents interests satisfied and 
bringing back the *#@* Minnesotans.  We Minnesotans are coming there because of the 
excess regulations/limit restrictions on lakes like Mille Lacs.  If you follow that example and 
make it all but impossible to take home reasonable size and number limits, we will stop 
coming; I assure you.  There is no easy answer, but in the interest of all South Dakota 
residents; bear in mind that when a Waubay local goes fishing he maybe spends $10 on bait 
and beer, when we come over from Minnesota with food/bait/lodging, etc. we drop $100 a 
day or more into your economy.  Thanks for your interest in our opinions! 

 
3235 Thanks so much for the kindness they took for us, as we had grandkids from California on 

vacation.  We tried fishing at a lake by Mt. Rushmore and it was fun.  Thanks again. 
 
3242 I went fishing at Sylvan Lake. 
 
3298 Need more lakes open to dark-house spearing! 
 
3343 I would like to see spear fishing on more lakes, instead of the few available besides the 

Missouri River.  Thank you. 
 
3345 Due to the low water on Lake Oahe at Akaska, we will spend those days in another state.  

Was a great spot to fish with family, before the water level dropped.  Non-resident licenses 
cost too much. 

 
3359 I had a one-day license.  I did not catch a fish! 
 
3373 My family went fishing at Canyon Lake.  We’d been there before and liked the set up, 

including the park and rest room facilities.  Unfortunately, a vagrant/beggar appeared and 
began talking to my husband . . . to the point where he made him uncomfortable and we 
packed up and left early.  We later learned he asked our 12 year old daughter if she’d like to 
join him and talk.  She said “no” and kept walking.  While the incident didn’t have any real 
harm done, it spoiled our day of fishing.  I’m not sure that we would go there again. 

 
3385 I would like to see the northern pike limit on Waubay Lake at 3 or 4 fish, and a size limit of 

only one over 30 inches.  Also, maybe a size limit on perch on Waubay Lake of 8 or 10 
inches.  I also think that surveys are a good thing for the future of fishing.  Thank you. 

 
3457 Letting too much water out of Shadehill Reservoir is making boat access from our cabin 

difficult. 
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3498 All the lakes in the Black Hills had trout; no walleyes or northern pike.  Wanted kids to catch 
fish, no luck.  Would not go back to South Dakota to fish. 

 
3566 I was disappointed because fishing license was from midnight to midnight, as opposed to the 

time from when the license was bought. 
 
3592 I’m a South Dakota native.  Will be returning in 2006.  Looking forward to Black Hills fly 

fishing opportunities.  Thank you. 
 
3596 I lived at Ellsworth AFB for 8 years in the 1960’s.  This is like coming home. 
 
3600 We only bought a 1-day license and never did fish.  Thank you. 
 
3602 We have been going to South Dakota for years.  2003 was a horrible year – we barely took 

home one limit for two people. 
 
3609 It would be nice to have a 5-day license for sale.  I was there 4 days; had to buy a 3-day and 

1-day license. 
 
3664 The staff was great and the facilities very clean. 
 
3675 $14 per day for a fishing license is too much. 
 
3703 My son, Gary _______  has moved, so I decided to complete your survey.  For the past 3 or 

4 years Gary has fished with us for only one to two days each year.  He has an allergy to the 
water in Lake Oahe.  It can’t be from the walleyes because the ones in Kansas and Nebraska 
do not cause the problem.  Others have suggested that it might be the sun, but we have the 
same sun here and it hasn’t caused a problem.  The condition seems to have worsened 
because it occurs in less time now than it used to.  After only one day last year his hands and 
arms were covered with bumps and blisters, so he says he will have to give up on the fishing 
there at Oahe. 

 
To get to the point about the fishing on Oahe!  Last year my wife and I spent 9 days at Pike 
Haven, from July 11 - 19.  We had very good luck, even though some days were miserably 
hot with no breeze.  We did not get our total limit on any of the days that we fished, but we 
did catch 3 or 4 “trophy” (nothing like the size we used to see years ago) and more slot fish 
than we had in the last 2 or 3 years.  We brought home forty fish.  Usually we eat part of our 
catch 2 or 3 times while there, but we are getting old and lazy and the food at the resort 
restaurant is great, so we didn’t cook any.  We found the fish to be much fatter and healthier 
looking than the ones we had caught the three previous years.  Our family and friends have 
enjoyed the fish fries that we’ve treated them to. 
 

3732 My sons and I were very disappointed with not catching any fish at all.  We looked forward to 
fishing at Lake Poinsett for quite some time, but I was a little leery about not having a boat.  I 
called about a week before the trip (Sept.) and was told the “fishing from shore was picking 
up”.  Upon arrival we went to the bait shop and were told nobody was catching anything from 
shore.  After fishing late afternoon and early next morning we didn’t even have a single bit.  
My 9-year-old son was discouraged and disappointed to tears (I could relate).  Respectfully. 

 
3749 Access to camping is very important when choosing a fishing area.  I always bring pop-up 

camper along. 
 
3765 One of the best walleye fisheries in the country; had success every day we fished. 
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3769 Clean, well-lit fish cleaning stations are very important to me.  I was very disappointed that 

the grinders were removed at Ft. Randall.  I understand that they were ruined by kids  putting 
rocks in them.  There must be a way to prevent this from happening.  The two days that we 
used the cleaning station at the boat ramp, the smell was appalling!  Thanks. 

 
3788 We go fishing a lot at Whetstone and Gavins Point.  We have been having good luck the last 

couple of years.  The problem at Whetstone is that you have to pay a fee.  I would not care if 
there was some facilities; with the Corps of Engineers, no fees.  I don’t like the Game, Fish 
and Parks taking over some of the parks.  When Game, Fish and Parks had control, the 
senior citizens had to pay half price.  Some of the people that live a few miles away rent the 
sites year around.  We live on a farm and don’t know in advance when we can get away.  I 
feel it should be first come, first served.  Thank you. 

 
3801 Fishing in South Dakota beats the heck out of Nebraska! 
 
3825 License is too high for out-of-state.  Fish size – cannot keep what you catch.  Length too long. 
 
3854 Fished the Black Hills area off motorcycles in May and October.  Love the roads, too.  Also, 

like how clean the fishing areas are.  No trash laying around.  Thanks. 
 
3868 Fishing the streams in the Black Hills with my dad, is my favorite thing to do.  I don’t get to do 

it very often. 
 
3874 We purchased our two-day permits at a grocery story and they charged us twice for their fee 

($2).  If you buy 2 days, in one appearance, we thought a one time fee was enough. 
 
3885 Need water levels to grow back to what they were 8 to 10 years ago!  I’m originally from 

Artesian, SD.  I know those waters very well. 
 
3908 A day of fishing should be 24 hours from the time you purchase your license, at least for non-

residents.  We usually get there in the afternoon and leave in the afternoon of the next day.  
We can only afford to fish one day, so that means we have to pick that night or in the 
morning.  It would be nice to fish both.  We don’t even come there to fish like we would 
because of that fact.  Sometimes we go home with one fish for $28 (14x2), to begin with.  
Maybe if we could fish 24 hours we would catch two.  We would come fishing in South 
Dakota lots more if it were 24 hours and not just until midnight. 

 
3917 I fish several times per year, either in my boat or a friend’s boat.  We travel within 200 miles 

(WY, NE, & SD).  Without a doubt, the South Dakota facilities are the best.  We fish 
Angostura Reservoir.  Every year has been great, especially for crappie; except this year the 
numbers were down.  One day we caught 13 species of fish on the reservoir – exciting.  
Thanks. 

 
3953 At the end of the day, my son of 7 (laying in my arms) said, “That was the best day of my life”, 

and then he fell asleep.  He caught the largest fish! 
 
3959 Stockade Lake was full of moss and smelled bad! 
 
4042 The only thing I would like you to be considered is putting the catch of bigger fish of trout 

more than one.  This way if you catch one 16 inch and keep it; then a lot bigger one comes 
along, you don’t need to worry about if he dies you’ll get in trouble or the other is dead.  
There’s no way of keeping the one that you might put in your well.  Some people would just 
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leave the one on the bank and keep the one they wanted.  I see fish all the time floating or 
left on the bank.  What a big waste.  Thanks for your time. 

 
4060 My wife and I were impressed with the cleanliness, upkeep, and beauty of the areas we were 

in from Custer through the Badlands to Wall, SD.  Thank You! 
 
4064 I enjoyed seven beautiful days in your Black Hills of South Dakota.  Your state has a lot to 

offer tourist like me, but your sale of fishing licenses to out-of-state fishermen, sucks.  Your 
license agents in Custer, Silver City, Deerfield, and Hot Springs all explained that the $12 
one-day fee (which I took) is sent to the Department of Game, Fish and Parks.  But your 
agent can now put there charge on top of your $12.  (I paid $24 for a one-day license.)  I am 
sending you a copy of Wyoming’s fishing license, so you can consider sending me a refund.  
I am also sending you my South Dakota fishing license. 

 
4066 Non-resident licensing should be a little more accommodating to visitors.  For example, a guy 

shows up to camp on a Thursday morning to fish, a 1-day license should allow him to fish 
that evening and the next morning before he leaves, a true 24 hours.  But your present 
license starts at midnight  to midnight, which means the overnight camper has to choose to 
fish that evening or the next morning, but not both without buying a another days license.  
Please consider allowing your 1-day license to be a true 1-day (24 hours from time of 
purchase).  Thanks. 

 
4069 It would be nice if seniors 60 or 65 years old would get a break on non-resident hunting and 

fishing licenses.  By the time you pay for gas, bait and food, plus a license; it takes a lot of 
money per day to fish.  People on a fixed income can only budget so much for recreation. 

 
I graduated from high school in South Dakota and served 4 years in the Air Force.  I started 
coming back pheasant hunting in 1980.  As an ex-resident, I have relatives to visit with when 
I return.  Sometimes I get to fish all day, but other times I get to fish for only a couple of 
hours, but the cost of a non-resident season license makes it unreasonable to buy, and 
buying daily licenses adds up pretty fast! 

 
4100 I purchased a one-day non-resident license in August, so my 9-year-old son could fish for a 

morning.  We rented a small boat and went out on a reservoir for a couple of hours.  It was a 
weekday, so the water was pretty quiet and it was nice.  The fish were never in any danger, 
but we enjoyed our time together. 

 
4120 I go to Hot Springs, SD, to visit my brother.  I am a trout fisherman and like to fish Cold Brook 

Dam.  We always catch fish there.  They are good fighters and are good to eat.  There is 
always a lot of wildlife to see in that area, and the natural beauty of the area is very good.  
Sincerely. 

 
4148 Please try to keep water levels high enough so we do not have to walk in the mud.  We like to 

fish for catfish, and of course walleye.  Thank you. 
 
4178 I really wish you had a 3-day license! 
 
4262 My wife and I so enjoyed our stay in South Dakota!  You have a beautiful state. 
 
4265 Thank you for your survey.  I very much enjoy fishing in the Black Hills.  My dad, uncle, and I 

go every May (before Memorial Day to avoid crowds), even though we all live in different 
states (SD, CA, & CO).  This upcoming year will be our 6th annual trip.  Sometimes the 
weather and fishing are great and sometimes they’re not, but we’ve always had a great time 
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camping (great hot showers!) and fishing.  In case you’re curious, we always fish catch-and-
release and take back to camp those who swallow the hook.  Great with dinner!  I can’t say 
enough how much we enjoy our annual fishing trip.  Thanks for all your great work!  
Sincerely. 

 
4273 I travel 6,000 miles around the USA.  Kentucky and South Dakota – only opportunities to fish. 
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ID # Comments 
 
2624 I really enjoyed fishing in South Dakota, even if it was only for a few hours.  I fished at 

Spearfish Creek.  The scenery driving through the canyon was spectacular.  I caught four 
brown trout using fly equipment.  I tried wets and dries, but ended up catching them on a 
beetle imitation made with a coffee bean.  All trout were 9 to 14 inches.  Thank you for your 
survey, and I hope to fish in your state again.  Hopefully, longer the next time. 

 
2670 Your license fee is way too expensive! 
 
2694 Look forward to fishing in the Black Hills.  Thank you. 
 
2702 We just fished for one to two hours with our son.  I don’t even know what lake we were in at 

Custer State Park.  Didn’t catch anything.  Not really a sport of ours, just a vacation. 
 
2704 I fished three hours in a small lake 8 miles north of Kranzburg, SD.  I caught one bullhead 

about 11 to 12 inches in length.  I released him on the spot. 
 
2718 Your 1-day and 3, 5, or 7-day (whatever your have now) has gotten too expensive for a 

working person that is only passing through one time a year.  I turn all or most fish loose and 
unharmed.  I cannot justify the price of a license any longer. 

 
2739 My husband is 76 years old.  He resents paying $18 a day to catch bullheads, which is what 

he fishes for. 
 
2793 I would come more if there was more rest rooms by the lakes. 
 
2829 This was filled out as an overall view because I only fished one day in South Dakota, but will 

go back fishing again.  Thanks. 
 
2837 I was most distressed and quite impressed with South Dakota greed upon purchasing an out-

of-state fishing license.  Your 1-day license cost $15 and starts at 12 midnight.  The license 
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vendor is not available until 8:00 a.m.  This means that one-third of the time has expired by 
the time of purchase.  The hours from sundown to midnight are also of no value to me.  If I 
want to stay over (rent motel) and fish for 3 or 4 hours the next day, before going home, it 
costs $15.  Your 24-hour license should run from whatever time the purchaser would desire.  
I am quite sure that South Dakota has that figured out; the greed is showing. 

 
2843 Fish were small!  Catch better fish in Iowa. 
 
2871 Size limits and the number of fish you can keep on Waubay Lake.  Not enough enforcement 

on Waubay Lake.  Needed a game warden to report a boating accident last year and it took 
three hours for them to show up. 

 
2879 When I fish from shore, I pick up trash that I find.  There is too much litter on the shoreline. 
 
2892 I really do like to come to your state and fish, but more importantly is the possibility one has 

to catch a limit of fish with friends and/or family.  The cost is somewhat of importance, but 
changing the limits in the middle of the season is really disappointing.  We do not always 
catch fish, sometimes it is quite slow, and other times it can be extremely exciting.  That is 
what makes great fish, the possibility.  I have talked to a number of people from Iowa who 
fish your state and they did not get a license this year due to the change of your perch limits 
to 15 on some waters that they like to fish.  It is not like we have the ability to fish your area 
often, maybe 1, 2, or 3 times a week, but once every 2 to 3 weeks at best.  After driving 3.5 to 
6 hours to get there and only a day and a ½ to fish, it makes you question is it really worth the 
drive to catch 4 walleyes and 15 perch, if you are there on the right day and the fish are 
biting.  It usually costs me about 100 to 150 bucks by the time you pay motel/bait/food, etc.  I 
use to get a season license, but this year I only got a 1-day license because I did not know if I 
was going to return again.  I wonder how much you lost from people out of state/tourism 
because of that change.  I am only one person, but I know of 7 people alone that did not fish 
South Dakota this year for that reason only.  I know like ever state you need to make money, 
but don’t forget why folks from out-of-state come to fish, that possibility.  I have noticed more 
changes in your limits on different lakes on limits for walleyes and perch.  Is it from the out-of-
state people or the constant pressure from local fishermen/women?  This is only my opinion 
and something for you to think about.  Thank you. 

 
2905 I’m trying to teach my daughters to fish, so ours is only a recreational, fun activity. 
 
2911 I have fished in Canada, Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota.  Fishing is about 

the same most everywhere I go.  One outstanding thing about South Dakota is that you 
charge more for your license, for no better fishing.   

 
Ice fishing is one of my most successful ways of fishing.  This survey doesn’t talk much about 
ice fishing. 
 
South Dakota cannot possibly spend the money received from the out-of-state fishermen on 
the needs of the out-of-state fishermen, so why charge us so much? 
 
South Dakota has many good places to fish, just as other states do.  I enjoy fishing most 
everywhere I go. 
 

2928 My overall view of fishing in South Dakota has been declining the last few years.  I used to 
buy an annual license, but quit a few years ago because of the price and because of some 
terrible trips I had with my family to the Missouri River system.  I think the Corps of Engineers 
messes with the water level too drastically in the fall.  I’m not sure of the reasons for some of 
their actions, but I do believe it messes with the fish’s habitat.  I have also been fishing the 
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Waubay area and have had more good trips than bad.  I have mixed feelings over the South 
Dakota GF&P, also.  Maybe it is just because I’m an out-of-stater, but I have been checked 
on the water and on land for limits of fish.  I have never taken more fish than allowed, but I 
have witnessed locals taking daily limits.  Approximately 10 years ago, especially by Akaska, 
we fished there 5 days and saw the same boats cleaning limits, sometimes twice a day.  
Anyway, I also think that if the fishing system is screwed up, the locals are more to blame 
than the out-of-staters.  I also am appalled at how cheap the in-staters get by license wise 
and I feel as an out-of-stater that I and all of the out-of-staters are taken advantage of.  We as 
out-of-staters pour a lot of money into the South Dakota economy, which keeps the motels, 
restaurants, gas stations, and bait shops in the black.  Anyway, I appreciated the survey and 
what steps might be taken to entice me into coming more your way.  Thanks. 

 
2943 Had a nice time while fishing near Chamberlain, SD.  Had pretty good luck while there (early 

June), but sounds like it slowed down later on. 
 
2980 Sorry to see that your state’s questionnaire snubs the catfishing industry.  I make catfish bait 

for a living and you should be aware that South Dakota has world class catfishing.  I caught a 
pile of catfish while fishing your great state for 2 days and would recommend it to anyone.  
Sincerely. 

 
2984 I like it in Yankton, SD.  I like the scenery and fishing in Yankton lake.  I don’t mean any 

disrespect, but the price you have on the fishing licenses is more than I can afford.  Thank 
you.  South Dakota 3-day fishing costs $30; Iowa 7-day fishing costs $30.50. 

 
2996 This is to inform you that I did not fish any of the locations listed.  We fished Lake Thompson 

and had real good luck.  Thank you. 
 
3002 You have a beautiful state, we loved the time we spent, and plan on returning. 
 
3024 I have always said there should be a trout license or stamp just for the Black Hills.  Residents 

and non-residents for 1 day, 1 week, 2 weeks, and 1 year.  You could cut back on the price of 
them and the bag limit, and yet make big bucks on the camping and fishing.  Families would 
stay longer and spend a lot more money in the stores, motels, and restaurants.  I have talked 
with some that have said there is no way they would pay $9 for one day of fishing, and only 
get 5 fish a day.  There are big bucks to be made here; you just have to work it out.  Camping 
and fishing go hand and hand in Wisconsin.  I am sending you fishing license price list for all 
fish.  Thank you. 

 
3066 Last summer, while fishing Lake Thompson, my brother-in-law and I were harassed by a 

South Dakota fisherman, his dad, and young son.  We didn’t have time to get the boat 
number, but we felt sorry for the young son, and the language his dad was using.  My 
brother-in-law tried our cell phone to call GF&P, then the boat backed off taking our lines, 
which were in the water and disappeared. 

 
3118 Are there other areas besides the stilling basin to fish in windy weather?  Why isn’t there a 

landing in the basin?  Dangerous to get there in the wind. 
 
3158 Our group was not told about a fire and drought in the Battle Creek area. 
 
3170 My family really enjoyed South Dakota. 
 
3191 South Dakota has the highest priced non-resident fishing license fee of any state west of the 

Mississippi River (and I’m sure east of it as well).  This is not something to be proud of.  I 
belong to the Arrowhead Fly Fishers with a membership of over 100 fly fishermen.  You’d be 
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surprised how many I’ve convinced to fish in Montana for less, no sales tax, and the best 
stream access of any state I’ve fished in. 

 
Your former Governor (who is now facing murder charges) joked with me about the high price 
of South Dakota fishing licenses for out-of-state fishermen by saying that what’s a few bucks 
if we have to buy gas, gasoline, and groceries.  But it is South Dakota’s loss, because we 
now make those purchases in Montana.  Also, we are all catch-and-release fly fishermen, so 
that Montana can continue natural reproduction in all its streams.  $15/day is a high price for 
catch-and-release. 
 

3232 You have an increasing struggle/battle between keeping your residents interests satisfied and 
bringing back the *#@* Minnesotans.  We Minnesotans are coming there because of the 
excess regulations/limit restrictions on lakes like Mille Lacs.  If you follow that example and 
make it all but impossible to take home reasonable size and number limits, we will stop 
coming; I assure you.  There is no easy answer, but in the interest of all South Dakota 
residents; bear in mind that when a Waubay local goes fishing he maybe spends $10 on bait 
and beer, when we come over from Minnesota with food/bait/lodging, etc. we drop $100 a 
day or more into your economy.  Thanks for your interest in our opinions! 

 
3235 Thanks so much for the kindness they took for us, as we had grandkids from California on 

vacation.  We tried fishing at a lake by Mt. Rushmore and it was fun.  Thanks again. 
 
3242 I went fishing at Sylvan Lake. 
 
3298 Need more lakes open to dark-house spearing! 
 
3343 I would like to see spear fishing on more lakes, instead of the few available besides the 

Missouri River.  Thank you. 
 
3345 Due to the low water on Lake Oahe at Akaska, we will spend those days in another state.  

Was a great spot to fish with family, before the water level dropped.  Non-resident licenses 
cost too much. 

 
3359 I had a one-day license.  I did not catch a fish! 
 
3373 My family went fishing at Canyon Lake.  We’d been there before and liked the set up, 

including the park and rest room facilities.  Unfortunately, a vagrant/beggar appeared and 
began talking to my husband . . . to the point where he made him uncomfortable and we 
packed up and left early.  We later learned he asked our 12 year old daughter if she’d like to 
join him and talk.  She said “no” and kept walking.  While the incident didn’t have any real 
harm done, it spoiled our day of fishing.  I’m not sure that we would go there again. 

 
3385 I would like to see the northern pike limit on Waubay Lake at 3 or 4 fish, and a size limit of 

only one over 30 inches.  Also, maybe a size limit on perch on Waubay Lake of 8 or 10 
inches.  I also think that surveys are a good thing for the future of fishing.  Thank you. 

 
3457 Letting too much water out of Shadehill Reservoir is making boat access from our cabin 

difficult. 
 
3498 All the lakes in the Black Hills had trout; no walleyes or northern pike.  Wanted kids to catch 

fish, no luck.  Would not go back to South Dakota to fish. 
 
3566 I was disappointed because fishing license was from midnight to midnight, as opposed to the 

time from when the license was bought. 
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3592 I’m a South Dakota native.  Will be returning in 2006.  Looking forward to Black Hills fly 

fishing opportunities.  Thank you. 
 
3596 I lived at Ellsworth AFB for 8 years in the 1960’s.  This is like coming home. 
 
3600 We only bought a 1-day license and never did fish.  Thank you. 
 
3602 We have been going to South Dakota for years.  2003 was a horrible year – we barely took 

home one limit for two people. 
 
3609 It would be nice to have a 5-day license for sale.  I was there 4 days; had to buy a 3-day and 

1-day license. 
 
3664 The staff was great and the facilities very clean. 
 
3675 $14 per day for a fishing license is too much. 
 
3703 My son, Gary _______  has moved, so I decided to complete your survey.  For the past 3 or 

4 years Gary has fished with us for only one to two days each year.  He has an allergy to the 
water in Lake Oahe.  It can’t be from the walleyes because the ones in Kansas and Nebraska 
do not cause the problem.  Others have suggested that it might be the sun, but we have the 
same sun here and it hasn’t caused a problem.  The condition seems to have worsened 
because it occurs in less time now than it used to.  After only one day last year his hands and 
arms were covered with bumps and blisters, so he says he will have to give up on the fishing 
there at Oahe. 

 
To get to the point about the fishing on Oahe!  Last year my wife and I spent 9 days at Pike 
Haven, from July 11 - 19.  We had very good luck, even though some days were miserably 
hot with no breeze.  We did not get our total limit on any of the days that we fished, but we 
did catch 3 or 4 “trophy” (nothing like the size we used to see years ago) and more slot fish 
than we had in the last 2 or 3 years.  We brought home forty fish.  Usually we eat part of our 
catch 2 or 3 times while there, but we are getting old and lazy and the food at the resort 
restaurant is great, so we didn’t cook any.  We found the fish to be much fatter and healthier 
looking than the ones we had caught the three previous years.  Our family and friends have 
enjoyed the fish fries that we’ve treated them to. 
 

3732 My sons and I were very disappointed with not catching any fish at all.  We looked forward to 
fishing at Lake Poinsett for quite some time, but I was a little leery about not having a boat.  I 
called about a week before the trip (Sept.) and was told the “fishing from shore was picking 
up”.  Upon arrival we went to the bait shop and were told nobody was catching anything from 
shore.  After fishing late afternoon and early next morning we didn’t even have a single bit.  
My 9-year-old son was discouraged and disappointed to tears (I could relate).  Respectfully. 

 
3749 Access to camping is very important when choosing a fishing area.  I always bring pop-up 

camper along. 
 
3765 One of the best walleye fisheries in the country; had success every day we fished. 
 
3769 Clean, well-lit fish cleaning stations are very important to me.  I was very disappointed that 

the grinders were removed at Ft. Randall.  I understand that they were ruined by kids  putting 
rocks in them.  There must be a way to prevent this from happening.  The two days that we 
used the cleaning station at the boat ramp, the smell was appalling!  Thanks. 
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3788 We go fishing a lot at Whetstone and Gavins Point.  We have been having good luck the last 
couple of years.  The problem at Whetstone is that you have to pay a fee.  I would not care if 
there was some facilities; with the Corps of Engineers, no fees.  I don’t like the Game, Fish 
and Parks taking over some of the parks.  When Game, Fish and Parks had control, the 
senior citizens had to pay half price.  Some of the people that live a few miles away rent the 
sites year around.  We live on a farm and don’t know in advance when we can get away.  I 
feel it should be first come, first served.  Thank you. 

 
3801 Fishing in South Dakota beats the heck out of Nebraska! 
 
3825 License is too high for out-of-state.  Fish size – cannot keep what you catch.  Length too long. 
 
3854 Fished the Black Hills area off motorcycles in May and October.  Love the roads, too.  Also, 

like how clean the fishing areas are.  No trash laying around.  Thanks. 
 
3868 Fishing the streams in the Black Hills with my dad, is my favorite thing to do.  I don’t get to do 

it very often. 
 
3874 We purchased our two-day permits at a grocery story and they charged us twice for their fee 

($2).  If you buy 2 days, in one appearance, we thought a one time fee was enough. 
 
3885 Need water levels to grow back to what they were 8 to 10 years ago!  I’m originally from 

Artesian, SD.  I know those waters very well. 
 
3908 A day of fishing should be 24 hours from the time you purchase your license, at least for non-

residents.  We usually get there in the afternoon and leave in the afternoon of the next day.  
We can only afford to fish one day, so that means we have to pick that night or in the 
morning.  It would be nice to fish both.  We don’t even come there to fish like we would 
because of that fact.  Sometimes we go home with one fish for $28 (14x2), to begin with.  
Maybe if we could fish 24 hours we would catch two.  We would come fishing in South 
Dakota lots more if it were 24 hours and not just until midnight. 

 
3917 I fish several times per year, either in my boat or a friend’s boat.  We travel within 200 miles 

(WY, NE, & SD).  Without a doubt, the South Dakota facilities are the best.  We fish 
Angostura Reservoir.  Every year has been great, especially for crappie; except this year the 
numbers were down.  One day we caught 13 species of fish on the reservoir – exciting.  
Thanks. 

 
3953 At the end of the day, my son of 7 (laying in my arms) said, “That was the best day of my life”, 

and then he fell asleep.  He caught the largest fish! 
 
3959 Stockade Lake was full of moss and smelled bad! 
 
4042 The only thing I would like you to be considered is putting the catch of bigger fish of trout 

more than one.  This way if you catch one 16 inch and keep it; then a lot bigger one comes 
along, you don’t need to worry about if he dies you’ll get in trouble or the other is dead.  
There’s no way of keeping the one that you might put in your well.  Some people would just 
leave the one on the bank and keep the one they wanted.  I see fish all the time floating or 
left on the bank.  What a big waste.  Thanks for your time. 

 
4060 My wife and I were impressed with the cleanliness, upkeep, and beauty of the areas we were 

in from Custer through the Badlands to Wall, SD.  Thank You! 
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4064 I enjoyed seven beautiful days in your Black Hills of South Dakota.  Your state has a lot to 
offer tourist like me, but your sale of fishing licenses to out-of-state fishermen, sucks.  Your 
license agents in Custer, Silver City, Deerfield, and Hot Springs all explained that the $12 
one-day fee (which I took) is sent to the Department of Game, Fish and Parks.  But your 
agent can now put there charge on top of your $12.  (I paid $24 for a one-day license.)  I am 
sending you a copy of Wyoming’s fishing license, so you can consider sending me a refund.  
I am also sending you my South Dakota fishing license. 

 
4066 Non-resident licensing should be a little more accommodating to visitors.  For example, a guy 

shows up to camp on a Thursday morning to fish, a 1-day license should allow him to fish 
that evening and the next morning before he leaves, a true 24 hours.  But your present 
license starts at midnight  to midnight, which means the overnight camper has to choose to 
fish that evening or the next morning, but not both without buying a another days license.  
Please consider allowing your 1-day license to be a true 1-day (24 hours from time of 
purchase).  Thanks. 

 
4069 It would be nice if seniors 60 or 65 years old would get a break on non-resident hunting and 

fishing licenses.  By the time you pay for gas, bait and food, plus a license; it takes a lot of 
money per day to fish.  People on a fixed income can only budget so much for recreation. 

 
I graduated from high school in South Dakota and served 4 years in the Air Force.  I started 
coming back pheasant hunting in 1980.  As an ex-resident, I have relatives to visit with when 
I return.  Sometimes I get to fish all day, but other times I get to fish for only a couple of 
hours, but the cost of a non-resident season license makes it unreasonable to buy, and 
buying daily licenses adds up pretty fast! 

 
4100 I purchased a one-day non-resident license in August, so my 9-year-old son could fish for a 

morning.  We rented a small boat and went out on a reservoir for a couple of hours.  It was a 
weekday, so the water was pretty quiet and it was nice.  The fish were never in any danger, 
but we enjoyed our time together. 

 
4120 I go to Hot Springs, SD, to visit my brother.  I am a trout fisherman and like to fish Cold Brook 

Dam.  We always catch fish there.  They are good fighters and are good to eat.  There is 
always a lot of wildlife to see in that area, and the natural beauty of the area is very good.  
Sincerely. 

 
4148 Please try to keep water levels high enough so we do not have to walk in the mud.  We like to 

fish for catfish, and of course walleye.  Thank you. 
 
4178 I really wish you had a 3-day license! 
 
4262 My wife and I so enjoyed our stay in South Dakota!  You have a beautiful state. 
 
4265 Thank you for your survey.  I very much enjoy fishing in the Black Hills.  My dad, uncle, and I 

go every May (before Memorial Day to avoid crowds), even though we all live in different 
states (SD, CA, & CO).  This upcoming year will be our 6th annual trip.  Sometimes the 
weather and fishing are great and sometimes they’re not, but we’ve always had a great time 
camping (great hot showers!) and fishing.  In case you’re curious, we always fish catch-and-
release and take back to camp those who swallow the hook.  Great with dinner!  I can’t say 
enough how much we enjoy our annual fishing trip.  Thanks for all your great work!  
Sincerely. 

 
4273 I travel 6,000 miles around the USA.  Kentucky and South Dakota – only opportunities to fish. 
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Appendix M 
GFP Fisheries Staff Predictions of  
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GFP Fisheries Staff Predictions of  
Resident Anglers’ Responses to Questions 

Related to Regulations and Law Enforcement 
 

 by  
Larry M. Gigliotti 

 
Introduction 
 This report presents the results of an exercise conducted at the 2004 GFP Summer 
Fisheries Meeting.  The exercise involved all attendees (mostly GFP fisheries staff) at the 
meeting trying to predict the responses of South Dakota resident anglers (as measured by 
the recent 2003 statewide, comprehensive angler survey)1 on some questions related to 
fishing regulations and law enforcement (Appendix A – within Appendix M).  The 
participants were asked to complete a 2-page questionnaire by predicting the response 
rates for the resident anglers for the various questions.  The participants in this exercise 
then made a copy of their responses and handed in one copy of their predictions before 
the presentation that provided the anglers’ responses on the survey.  A total of 42 
completed questionnaires were collected from the participants at the fisheries meeting.  
This report provides a summary of those responses. 
 
Results 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

As a group, the prediction for the percent of resident anglers contacted by a 
Conservation Officer was underestimated by 16 percent, however, the group prediction 
for contact by a GFP creel clerk was relatively close (Table 1 and Appendix B, Tables 1-
A through 1-C)).   
 Overall, the staff underestimated the percent of anglers’ self-reported 
understanding of fishing regulations (Table 2 and Appendix B, Tables 2-A through 2-D) 
and anglers’ evaluation of how easy it was to understand the fishing regulations as stated 
in the South Dakota 2003 Fishing Handbook (Table 3 and Appendix B, Tables 3-A 
through 3-F). 
 Overall, the group was relatively close in predicting the amount of angler support 
for the questions related to high-grading (Tables 4-A and 4-B), but as noted above, the 
relatively close average resulted from a wide range of very low and very high predictions 
(Appendix B, Tables 4A-A through 4B-C).  However, the group over-estimated the 
amount of opposition to high-grading regulations. 

                                                           
1 This report is currently in the early data analysis phase. 

The full range of predicted values are provided for each of the questions in 
this exercise in Appendix B (within Appendix M).  Note that even when the average 
perdiction was relatively close to the actual angler value it was the result of a wide 
range of inaccurate predictions above and below the actual angler value that 
occassionally resutled in a relatively close average prediction. 
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 Overall, the group’s average predictions of the anglers’ responses to ten various 
attitude questions related to fishing regulations and law enforcement were off by an 
absolute value of about 10 percent to 25 percent (Table 5).  And as noted above, the 
individual responses generally covered a wide range around the actual average angler 
value (Appendix B, Tables 5-A though 5-J). 
 
Discussion 
 Only one person was able to get all the right answers, but that was because I got 
the information from a scientific survey.  I would not waste my time trying to guess 
public opinion because I know that I’m not any better at that than anyone else in the 
group.  All joking aside, this exercise was just a fun demonstration of how difficult it is to 
predict angler attitudes.  The fisheries staff is well aware of the value of good scientific 
human dimensions surveys for measuring public opinion.  And if asked, I’m sure that 
most would quickly admit that they could not accurately predict angler’s responses to 
specific questions with any confidence.  However, it is ironic that the topic of the session 
in this summer’s fisheries meeting, “philosophy of rule making” was based on a general 
acceptance by many GFP staff that fishing regulations are too complex for the public.  
The overall survey results suggest that GFP staff have over-estimated anglers’ opinions 
that fishing regulations are too complex.  Actually many anglers see the value of complex 
regulations and would accept complexity in fishing regulations if supported by sound 
biological bases.  The solution for complex fishing regulation issues may be increased or 
improved communication techniques rather than the application of general, statewide 
fishing regulations.  This is an issue that deserves continued discussion by GFP staff, 
however, we need to be careful about the assumptions that we make in the process. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Let’s do another 
angler survey! 
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TABLES 
Summary of GFP Staff Predictions of Resident Anglers’ Responses to 
Questions Related to Regulations and Law Enforcement 
 
Survey Question 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 1.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers checked 
by a Conservation Officer, GFP creel clerk or were unsure in 2003.1 

Percent checked by a Conservation Officer in 2003 
Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 

30.4% 14.4% -16.0% 
   

Percent checked by a GFP creel clerk in 2003 
Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 

20.4% 16.6% -3.8% 
   

Percent checked by a GFP employee but are unsure whether it was a Conservation 
Officer or a creel clerk in 2003. 

Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 
6.8% 12.4% +5.6% 

1Appendix B, Tables 1-A through 1-C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• What percent of the resident anglers do you think responded YES to these 
questions? 

 

Question 1. Were you checked by a Conservation Officer and/or a GFP creel clerk (a 
creel clerk is a GFP employee hired to collect information from anglers on site) while 
fishing anytime this year? 
 

a) Checked by a Conservation Officer this year?   ______%YES 
 
b) Checked by a GFP creel clerk this year?             ______%YES  
 
c) Checked by a GFP employee but are unsure  
    whether it was a Conservation Officer or a creel clerk?      ______%YES  
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Survey Question 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 2.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers’ level of 
understanding of fishing regulations.1 

Percent à I do not understand any of the fishing regulations. 
Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 

2.3% 9.8% +7.5% 
   

Percent à I understand a few of the fishing regulations. 
Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 

13.9% 18.4% +4.5% 
   

Percent à I understand most of the fishing regulations. 
Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 

49.2% 49.0% -0.2% 
   

Percent à I understand all of the fishing regulations. 
Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 

34.6% 22.7% -11.9% 
1Appendix B, Tables 2-A through 2-D 
 
 
 
 

• How do you think the resident anglers responded to the following questions?  List the 
percent response for each item.à Your answers should add up to 100% for each 
item. 

 

Question 2. How well do you understand the fishing regulations for the areas that you 
fish (e.g., do you know the legal size limits, daily/possession limits and legal fishing 
gear, etc.)? 

______% 1. I do not understand any of the fishing regulations. 

______% 2. I understand a few of the fishing regulations. 

______% 3. I understand most of the fishing regulations. 

______% 4. I understand all of the fishing regulations. 
  100% 
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Survey Question 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 3.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers’ rating of the 
fishing regulations as stated in the South Dakota 2003 Fishing Handbook.1 

Percent à Fishing regulations in the handbook are: easily understood. 
Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 

50.6% 22.7% -27.9% 
   

Percent à Fishing regulations in the handbook are: slightly confusing. 
Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 

29.5% 25.0% -4.5% 
   

Percent à Fishing regulations in the handbook are: somewhat difficult. 
Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 

10.7% 21.6% +10.9% 
   

Percent à Fishing regulations in the handbook are: very difficult. 
Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 

2.2% 11.6% +9.4% 
   

Percent à Fishing regulations in the handbook are: don’t read them. 
Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 

1.9% 9.6% +7.7% 
   

Percent à Fishing regulations in the handbook are: no opinion. 
Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 

5.1% 9.5% +4.4% 
1Appendix B, Tables 3-A through 3-F 
 

Question 3. How easy is it to understand and follow the fishing regulations as stated in 
the South Dakota 2003 Fishing Handbook (available when you purchase your fishing 
license)?   
 

Easily 
Understood 

Slightly 
Confusing 

Somewhat 
Difficult 

Very 
Difficult 

Don’t Read 
Them 

No  
Opinion 

      

_______% _______% _______% _______% _______% _______% 
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Survey Question 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions about high-grading.  The following information was first provided. 
 

Highgrading Restrictions: High-grading or culling causes unnecessary fish mortality due to 
extra handling and subjecting fish to warm surface water in a livewell.  In South Dakota, 
high-grading is restricted for certain species and/or at certain locations.  These restriction 
prohibit exchanging fish that have been held in a livewell, on a stringer or in other fish 
holding/storage devices with one that had just been caught.  High-grading of walleyes, sauger 
and their hybrids are prohibited statewide.  High-grading of bluegills/sunfish from Enemy 
Swim Lake is prohibited and high-grading of all fish is prohibited in the South Dakota-
Minnesota Border Waters. 
 
Question 4A. How strongly do you oppose or support the current restrictions on high-
grading (as stated in the above information box)? 
 

Strongly 
Oppose 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Slightly 
Oppose 

Neutral or 
No Opinion 

Slightly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Strongly 
Support 

       

_____% _____% _____% _____%  ____% _____% _____% 
 
 

Question 4B. How strongly would you oppose or support prohibiting high-grading of all fish 
species statewide? 
 

Strongly 
Oppose 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Slightly 
Oppose 

Neutral or 
No Opinion 

Slightly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Strongly 
Support 

       

_____% _____% _____% _____%  ____% _____% _____% 
 
 
 
 

Note: The response categories for the above questions were collapsed into oppose, neutral and 
support for the following analyses. 
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Table 4A.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers’ attitudes 
towards current restrictions on high-grading.1 

Percent à Oppose current restrictions on high-grading 
Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 

9.7% 23.6% +13.9% 
   

Percent à Neutral / no opinion towards current restrictions on high-grading 
Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 

30.1% 19.3% -10.8% 
   

Percent à Support current restrictions on high-grading 
Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 

60.2% 57.1% -3.1% 
1Appendix B, Tables 4A-A through 4A-C 
 
 
 
Table 4B.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers’ attitudes 
towards current regulations prohibiting all high-grading.1 

Percent à Oppose regulations prohibiting all high-grading 
Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 

17.2% 31.5% +14.3% 
   

Percent à Neutral / no opinion towards regulations prohibiting all high-grading 
Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 

31.6% 16.1% -15.2% 
   

Percent à Support current regulations prohibiting all high-grading 
Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 

51.5% 52.4% +0.9% 
1Appendix B, Tables 4B-A through 4B-C 
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Table 5.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers’ attitudes 
towards various statements related to fishing regulations and law enforcement. 
Question 5-A: Each waterbody should have its own set of regulations which is best 
suited for that particular stream, pond or reservoir. 
Summary Variables Disagree Neutral/No Opinion Agree 
Actual Mean 28.2% 17.3% 54.5% 
Mean Staff Prediction 33.9% 22.7% 43.4% 
Difference +5.7% +5.4% -11.1% 
    
Question 5-B: Fishing regulations detract from my fishing experience. 
Summary Variables Disagree Neutral/No Opinion Agree 
Actual Mean 51.9% 34.7% 13.4% 
Mean Staff Prediction 48.4% 24.3% 27.3% 
Difference -3.5% -10.4% +13.9% 
    
Question 5-C: Fishing regulations are not enforced adequately. 
Summary Variables Disagree Neutral/No Opinion Agree 
Actual Mean 34.3% 43.1% 22.6% 
Mean Staff Prediction 30.6% 22.2% 47.2% 
Difference -3.7% -20.9% +24.6% 
    
Question 5-D: It would upset me to be checked by a Conservation Officer while I 
was fishing. 
Summary Variables Disagree Neutral/No Opinion Agree 
Actual Mean 71.1% 20.2% 8.7% 
Mean Staff Prediction 53.9% 19.8% 26.3% 
Difference -17.2% -0.4% +17.6% 
    
Question 5-E: Fishing regulations are overly protective and should be relaxed some. 
Summary Variables Disagree Neutral/No Opinion Agree 
Actual Mean 59.1% 29.7% 11.2% 
Mean Staff Prediction 47.2% 20.1% 32.7% 
Difference -11.9% -9.6% +21.5% 
    
Question 5-F: Game, Fish and Parks has the competence and technical training to 
know how to properly manage the State’s fishing resources. 
Summary Variables Disagree Neutral/No Opinion Agree 
Actual Mean 15.8% 32.1% 52.1% 
Mean Staff Prediction 26.6% 18.8% 54.6% 
Difference +10.8% -13.3% +2.5% 
    
Table 5 continued on next page. 
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Table 5 Continued.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers’ 
attitudes towards various statements related to fishing regulations and law enforcement. 
Question 5-G: I trust Game, Fish and Parks to manage the State’s fisheries resource 
in a fair and reasonable manner. 
Summary Variables Disagree Neutral/No Opinion Agree 
Actual Mean 14.7% 20.4% 64.9% 
Mean Staff Prediction 26.7% 17.5% 55.7% 
Difference +12.0% -2.9% -9.2% 
    
Question 5-H: Conservation Officers are usually fair in their treatment of anglers. 
Summary Variables Disagree Neutral/No Opinion Agree 
Actual Mean 10.4% 26.2% 63.4% 
Mean Staff Prediction 29.1% 20.5% 50.4% 
Difference +18.7% -5.7% -13.0% 
    
Question 5-I: Most fishing regulations have a sound biological basis. 
Summary Variables Disagree Neutral/No Opinion Agree 
Actual Mean 8.5% 33.7% 57.8% 
Mean Staff Prediction 26.6% 21.7% 51.7% 
Difference +18.1% -12.0% -6.1% 
    
Question 5-J: I feel that most fishing violations occur because anglers do not know 
the regulations. 
Summary Variables Disagree Neutral/No Opinion Agree 
Actual Mean 47.7% 17.5% 34.8% 
Mean Staff Prediction 37.3% 19.9% 42.9% 
Difference -10.4% +2.4% +8.1% 
1Appendix B, Tables 5-A through 5-J 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fishing in South Dakota – 2003  2004 Summer Fisheries Meeting Exercise 
Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey Appendix M 
 

697  
 

Angler results from the 
Fishing in South Dakota - 2003 

Resident Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey 
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Appendix A (within Appendix M) 
Questionnaire used in this 2004 Summer Fisheries Meeting Exercise. 
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• What percent of the resident anglers do you think responded YES to these questions? 
 

Question 1. Were you checked by a Conservation Officer and/or a GFP creel clerk (a 
creel clerk is a GFP employee hired to collect information from anglers on site) while 
fishing anytime this year? 
 

a) Checked by a Conservation Officer this year?   ______%YES 
 
b) Checked by a GFP creel clerk this year?             ______%YES  
 
c) Checked by a GFP employee but are unsure  
    whether it was a Conservation Officer or a creel clerk?      ______%YES  

 
 

• How do you think the resident anglers responded to the following questions?  List the 
percent response for each item.à Your answers should add up to 100% for each item. 

 

Question 2. How well do you understand the fishing regulations for the areas that you 
fish (e.g., do you know the legal size limits, daily/possession limits and legal fishing gear, 
etc.)? 

______% 1. I do not understand any of the fishing regulations. 

______% 2. I understand a few of the fishing regulations. 

______% 3. I understand most of the fishing regulations. 

______% 4. I understand all of the fishing regulations. 
  100% 

 

Question 3. How easy is it to understand and follow the fishing regulations as stated in 
the South Dakota 2003 Fishing Handbook (available when you purchase your 
fishing license)?   

 

Easily 
Understood 

Slightly 
Confusing 

Somewhat 
Difficult 

Very 
Difficult 

Don’t Read 
Them 

No  
Opinion 

      

_______% _______% _______% _______% _______% _______% 
 

 

Questions about high-grading.  The following information was first provided. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highgrading Restrictions: High-grading or culling causes unnecessary fish mortality 
due to extra handling and subjecting fish to warm surface water in a livewell.  In 
South Dakota, high-grading is restricted for certain species and/or at certain locations.  
These restriction prohibit exchanging fish that have been held in a livewell, on a 
stringer or in other fish holding/storage devices with one that had just been caught.  
High-grading of walleyes, sauger and their hybrids are prohibited statewide.  High-
grading of bluegills/sunfish from Enemy Swim Lake is prohibited and high-grading of 
all fish is prohibited in the South Dakota-Minnesota Border Waters. 
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Question 4A. How strongly do you oppose or support the current restrictions on high-
grading (as stated in the above information box)? 
 

Strongly 
Oppose 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Slightly 
Oppose 

Neutral or 
No Opinion 

Slightly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Strongly 
Support 

       

_____% _____% _____% _____%  ____% _____% _____% 
 
 

Question 4B. How strongly would you oppose or support prohibiting high-grading of all 
fish species statewide? 
 

Strongly 
Oppose 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Slightly 
Oppose 

Neutral or 
No Opinion 

Slightly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Strongly 
Support 

       

_____% _____% _____% _____%  ____% _____% _____% 
 
 

 
Question 5. What is your position on each of the following statements?  
Statements about fishing regulations Strongly Disagree  

Slightly Disagree 
Neutral / No 

Opinion 
Slightly Agree 
Strongly Agree 

a. Each waterbody should have its own 
set of regulations which is best suited 
for that particular stream, pond or 
reservoir. 

 
______% 

 
______% 

 
______% 

b. Fishing regulations detract from my 
fishing experience. 

 
______% 

 
______% 

 
______% 

c. Fishing regulations are not enforced 
adequately. 

 
______% 

 
______% 

 
______% 

d. It would upset me to be checked by a 
Conservation Officer while I was 
fishing. 

 

 
______% 

 
______% 

 
______% 

e. Fishing regulations are overly 
protective and should be relaxed 
some. 

 
______% 

 
______% 

 
______% 

f. Game, Fish and Parks has the 
competence and technical training to 
know how to properly manage the 
State’s fishing resources. 

 
______% 

 
______% 

 
______% 

g. I trust Game, Fish and Parks to 
manage the State’s fisheries resource 
in a fair and reasonable manner. 

 
______% 

 
______% 

 
______% 

h. Conservation Officers are usually fair 
in their treatment of anglers. 

 
______% 

 
______% 

 
______% 

i. Most fishing regulations have a sound 
biological basis 

 
______% 

 
______% 

 
______% 

j. I feel that most fishing violations 
occur because anglers do not know 
the regulations. 

 

 
______% 

 
______% 

 
______% 
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Appendix B (within Appendix M) 
Staff Predictions of Resident Anglers’ Responses to Questions  

Related to Regulations and Law Enforcement 
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Survey Question 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 1-A.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers checked 
by a Conservation Officer in 2003. 
Correct Response Value Number Percent 

0 1   2.4% 
1 2   4.8% 
2 6 14.3% 
3 3   7.1% 
5 7 16.7% 
7 2   4.8% 
10 3   7.1% 
12 1   2.4% 
15 3   7.1% 
20 6 14.3% 

 

25 1   2.4% 
Correct Response à 30 2   4.8% 

35 1   2.4% 
45 1   2.4% 
50 2   4.8% 

 

60 1   2.4% 
Total  42 100% 

 

Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 
30.4% 14.4% -16.0% 

 
 

• What percent of the resident anglers do you think responded YES to these 
questions? 

 

Question 1. Were you checked by a Conservation Officer and/or a GFP creel clerk (a 
creel clerk is a GFP employee hired to collect information from anglers on site) while 
fishing anytime this year? 
 

a) Checked by a Conservation Officer this year?   ______%YES 
 
b) Checked by a GFP creel clerk this year?             ______%YES  
 
c) Checked by a GFP employee but are unsure  
    whether it was a Conservation Officer or a creel clerk?      ______%YES  
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Table 1-B. Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers checked 
by a GFP creel clerk in 2003. 
Correct Response Value Number Percent 

0 1   2.4% 
2 2   4.8% 
3 1   2.4% 
5 8 19.0% 
7 2   4.8% 
8 2   4.8% 
10 6 14.3% 
12 1   2.4% 
14 1   2.4% 

 

15 2   4.8% 
Correct Response à 20 6 14.3% 

25 1   2.4% 
27 1   2.4% 
30 3   7.1% 
35 2   4.8% 
45 1   2.4% 
60 1   2.4% 

 

65 1   2.4% 
Total  42 100% 

 

Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 
20.4% 16.6% -3.8% 
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Table 1-C.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers checked 
by a GFP employee but were unsure whether it was a Conservation Officer or a creel 
clerk in 2003. 
Correct Response Value Number Percent 

0 2   4.8% 
1 1   2.4% 
2 5 11.9% 
4 1   2.4% 

 

5 8 19.0% 
Correct Response à 7 3   7.1% 

8 1   2.4% 
10 8 19.0% 
12 2   4.8% 
15 1   2.4% 
20 5 11.9% 
24 1   2.4% 
40 2   4.8% 
50 1   2.4% 

 

65 1   2.4% 
Total  42 100% 

 

Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 
6.8% 12.4% +5.6% 
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Survey Question 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 2-A.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
the response, “I do not understand any of the fishing regulations.” 
Correct Response Value Number Percent 

0 3   7.1%  
1 1   2.4% 

Correct Response à 2 3   7.1% 
3 2   4.8% 
4 1   2.4% 
5 15 35.7% 
6 1   2.4% 
10 7 16.7% 
15 2   4.8% 
20 2   4.8% 
25 1   2.4% 
30 3   7.1% 

 

60 1   2.4% 
Total  42 100% 

 

Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 
2.3% 9.8% +7.5% 

 
 
 

• How do you think the resident anglers responded to the following questions?  List the 
percent response for each item.à Your answers should add up to 100% for each 
item. 

 

Question 2. How well do you understand the fishing regulations for the areas that you 
fish (e.g., do you know the legal size limits, daily/possession limits and legal fishing 
gear, etc.)? 

______% 1. I do not understand any of the fishing regulations. 

______% 2. I understand a few of the fishing regulations. 

______% 3. I understand most of the fishing regulations. 

______% 4. I understand all of the fishing regulations. 
  100% 
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Table 2-B.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
the response, “I understand a few of the fishing regulations.” 
Correct Response Value Number Percent 

0 2   4.8% 
2 1   2.4% 
5 4   9.5% 
6 1   2.4% 
8 1   2.4% 

 

10 5 11.9% 
Correct Response à 14 0   0.0% 

15 4  9.5% 
18 1   2.4% 
20 10 23.8% 
23 2   4.8% 
25 4   9.5% 
30 2   4.8% 
34 1   2.4% 
35 1   2.4% 
40 2   4.8% 

 

55 1   2.4% 
Total  42 100% 

 

Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 
13.9% 18.4% +4.5% 
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Table 2-C.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
the response, “I understand most of the fishing regulations.” 
Correct Response Value Number Percent 

0 1   2.4% 
15 1   2.4% 
16 1   2.4% 
20 2   4.8% 
25 2   4.8% 
30 3   7.1% 
40 7 16.7% 

 

48 1   2.4% 
Correct Response à 49 0   0.0% 

50 7 16.7% 
60 5 11.9% 
65 3   7.1% 
66 1   2.4% 
70 3   7.1% 
75 2   4.8% 
78 1   2.4% 
80 1   2.4% 

 

90 1   2.4% 
Total  42 100% 

 

Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 
49.2% 49.0% -0.2% 
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Table 2-D.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
the response, “I understand all of the fishing regulations.” 
Correct Response Value Number Percent 

0 3   7.1% 
3 1   2.4% 
5 2   4.8% 
10 10 23.8% 
12 1   2.4% 
13 1   2.4% 
15 2   4.8% 
17 1   2.4% 
20 4   9.5% 
25 5 11.9% 

 

30 4   9.5% 
Correct Response à 35 0   0.0% 

40 2   4.8% 
45 2   4.8% 
50 2   4.8% 
75 1   2.4% 

 

100 1   2.4% 
Total  42 100% 

 

Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 
34.6% 22.7% -11.9% 
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Survey Question 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 3-A.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
the response, “easily understood.” 
Correct Response Value Number Percent 

0 2   4.8% 
2 1   2.4% 
5 9 21.4% 
10 7 16.7% 
15 1   2.4% 
20 4   9.5% 
25 2   4.8% 
30 6 14.3% 
35 2   4.8% 
40 3   7.1% 
45 1   2.4% 

 

50 1   2.4% 
Correct Response à 51 0   0.0% 

60 1   2.4% 
75 1   2.4% 

 

90 1   2.4% 
Total  42 100% 

 

Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 
50.6% 22.7% -27.9% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question 3. How easy is it to understand and follow the fishing regulations as stated in 
the South Dakota 2003 Fishing Handbook (available when you purchase your fishing 
license)?   
 

Easily 
Understood 

Slightly 
Confusing 

Somewhat 
Difficult 

Very 
Difficult 

Don’t Read 
Them 

No  
Opinion 

      

_______% _______% _______% _______% _______% _______% 
 

 



Fishing in South Dakota – 2003  2004 Summer Fisheries Meeting Exercise 
Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey Appendix M 
 

710  
 

 
 
Table 3-B.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
the response, “slightly confusing.” 
Correct Response Value Number Percent 

4 1   2.4% 
10 10 23.8% 
15 1   2.4% 
20 8 19.0% 

 

25 2   4.8% 
Correct Response à 30 10 23.8% 

34 1   2.4% 
35 2   4.8% 
40 4   9.5% 
45 1   2.4% 
50 1   2.4% 

 

60 1   2.4% 
Total  42 100% 

 

Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 
29.5% 25.0% -4.5% 

 
 
 
Table 3-C.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
the response, “somewhat difficult.” 
Correct Response Value Number Percent 

0 1   2.4% 
5 2   4.8% 

 

10 7 16.7% 
Correct Response à 11 0   0.0% 

15 2   4.8% 
20 13 31.0% 
25 4   9.5% 
30 8 19.0% 
34 1   2.4% 
40 3   7.1% 

 

45 1   2.4% 
Total  42 100% 

 

Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 
10.7% 21.6% +10.9% 
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Table 3-D.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
the response, “very difficult.” 
Correct Response Value Number Percent 
 0 3   7.1% 
Correct Response à 2 0   0.0% 

3 2   4.8% 
5 9 21.4% 
6 1   2.4% 
10 15 35.7% 
15 5 11.9% 
20 3   7.1% 
30 1   2.4% 
35 1   2.4% 
36 1   2.4% 

 

45 1   2.4% 
Total  42 100% 

 

Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 
2.2% 11.6% +9.4% 

 
 
 
 
 
Table 3-E.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
the response, “don’t read them.” 
Correct Response Value Number Percent 
 0 1   2.4% 
Correct Response à 2 0   0.0% 

5 17 40.5% 
7 1   2.4% 
8 1   2.4% 
10 12 28.6% 
15 3   7.1% 

 

20 7 16.7% 
Total  42 100% 

 

Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 
1.9% 9.6% +7.7% 
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Table 3-F.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
the response, “no opinion.” 
Correct Response Value Number Percent 

0 6 14.3% 
2 2   4.8% 

 

4 1   2.4% 
Correct Response à 5 19 45.2% 

10 7 16.7% 
15 1   2.4% 
20 3   7.1% 

 

50 3   7.1% 
Total  42 100% 

 

Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 
5.1% 9.5% +4.4% 
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Survey Question 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions about high-grading.  The following information was first provided. 
 

Highgrading Restrictions: High-grading or culling causes unnecessary fish mortality due to 
extra handling and subjecting fish to warm surface water in a livewell.  In South Dakota, 
high-grading is restricted for certain species and/or at certain locations.  These restriction 
prohibit exchanging fish that have been held in a livewell, on a stringer or in other fish 
holding/storage devices with one that had just been caught.  High-grading of walleyes, sauger 
and their hybrids are prohibited statewide.  High-grading of bluegills/sunfish from Enemy 
Swim Lake is prohibited and high-grading of all fish is prohibited in the South Dakota-
Minnesota Border Waters. 
 
Question 4A. How strongly do you oppose or support the current restrictions on high-
grading (as stated in the above information box)? 
 

Strongly 
Oppose 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Slightly 
Oppose 

Neutral or 
No Opinion 

Slightly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Strongly 
Support 

       

_____% _____% _____% _____%  ____% _____% _____% 
 
 

Question 4B. How strongly would you oppose or support prohibiting high-grading of all fish 
species statewide? 
 

Strongly 
Oppose 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Slightly 
Oppose 

Neutral or 
No Opinion 

Slightly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Strongly 
Support 

       

_____% _____% _____% _____%  ____% _____% _____% 
 
 
 
 

Note: The response categories for the above questions were collapsed into oppose, neutral and 
support for the following analyses. 
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Table 4A-A.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
the response, “oppose” for the question, “How strongly do you oppose or support the 
current restrictions on high-grading (as stated in the above information box)?” 
Correct Response Value Number Percent 

0 2   4.8% 
2 1   2.4% 
5 1   2.4% 

 

8 2   4.8% 
Correct Response à 10 2   4.8% 

15 4   9.5% 
17 1   2.4% 
18 2   4.8% 
20 6 14.3% 
25 6 14.3% 
28 1   2.4% 
30 5 11.9% 
35 2   4.8% 
39 1   2.4% 
40 3   7.1% 
45 1   2.4% 
53 1   2.4% 

 

60 1   2.4% 
Total  42 100% 

 

Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 
9.7% 23.6% +13.9% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fishing in South Dakota – 2003  2004 Summer Fisheries Meeting Exercise 
Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey Appendix M 
 

715  
 

 
 
Table 4A-B.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
the response, “neutral / no opinion” for the question, “How strongly do you oppose or 
support the current restrictions on high-grading (as stated in the above information box)?” 
Correct Response Value Number Percent 

0 3   7.1% 
2 2   4.8% 
5 4   9.5% 
8 1   2.4% 
10 8 19.0% 
15 4   9.5% 
17 1   2.4% 
18 1   2.4% 
20 4   9.5% 

 

25 3   7.1% 
Correct Response à 30 5 11.9% 

40 2   4.8% 
50 3   7.1% 

 

70 1   2.4% 
Total  42 100% 

 

Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 
30.1% 19.3% -10.8% 
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Table 4A-C.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
the response, “support” for the question, “How strongly do you oppose or support the 
current restrictions on high-grading (as stated in the above information box)?” 
Correct Response Value Number Percent 

15 1   2.4% 
25 3   7.1% 
30 2   4.8% 
39 1   2.4% 
40 5 11.9% 
43 1   2.4% 
45 5 11.9% 
52 1   2.4% 

 

55 1   2.4% 
Correct Response à 60 5 11.9% 

62 1   2.4% 
65 1   2.4% 
66 1   2.4% 
70 3   7.1% 
72 1   2.4% 
80 5 11.9% 
85 1   2.4% 
88 1   2.4% 
90 1   2.4% 
95 1   2.4% 

 

100 1   2.4% 
Total  42 100% 

 

Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 
60.2% 57.1% -3.1% 
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Table 4B-A.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
the response, “oppose” for the question, “How strongly would you oppose or support 
prohibiting high-grading of all fish species statewide?” 
Correct Response Value Number Percent 

0 1   2.4% 
2 2   4.8% 
5 1   2.4% 
10 3   7.1% 
14 1   2.4% 

 

15 5 11.9% 
Correct Response à 17 0   0.0% 

20 4   9.5% 
25 5 11.9% 
28 1   2.4% 
30 4   9.5% 
35 2   4.8% 
40 5 11.9% 
45 1   2.4% 
50 1   2.4% 
60 1   2.4% 
70 2   4.8% 
75 1   2.4% 

 

100 2   4.8% 
Total  42 100% 

 

Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 
17.2% 31.5% +14.3% 
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Table 4B-B.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
the response, “neutral / no opinion” for the question, “How strongly would you oppose 
or support prohibiting high-grading of all fish species statewide?” 
Correct Response Value Number Percent 

0 6 14.3% 
5 8 19.0% 
6 1   2.4% 
10 8 19.0% 
12 1   2.4% 
15 2   4.8% 
20 4   9.5% 
25 2   4.8% 

 

30 7 16.7% 
Correct Response à 31 0   0.0% 

50 2   4.8%  
70 1   2.4% 

Total  42 100% 
 

Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 
31.6% 16.1% -15.2% 
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Table 4B-C.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
the response, “support” for the question, “How strongly would you oppose or support 
prohibiting high-grading of all fish species statewide?” 
Correct Response Value Number Percent 
 0 2   4.8% 
 15 2   4.8% 
 25 4   9.5% 
 30 2   4.8% 
 38 1   2.4% 
 40 3   7.1% 
 45 4   9.5% 
 50 4   9.5% 
Correct Response à 52 0   0.0% 
 55 1   2.4% 
 60 6 14.3% 
 62 1   2.4% 
 65 1   2.4% 
 70 1   2.4% 
 80 5 11.9% 
 85 1   2.4% 
 88 1   2.4% 
 90 1   2.4% 
 98 1   2.4% 
 100 1   2.4% 
Total  42 100% 

 

Actual Mean Mean Staff Prediction Difference 
51.5% 52.4% +0.9% 
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Table 5-A.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
each response for the statement, “Each waterbody should have its own set of regulations 
which is best suited for that particular stream, pond or reservoir.” 
Question: Each waterbody should have its own set of regulations which is best 
suited for that particular stream, pond or reservoir. 

Disagree Neutral / No Opinion Agree  
Value - % Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
0 – 4% 1   2.4% 2   4.8% 1   2.4% 
5 – 9% 0   0.0% 2   4.8% 0   0.0% 
10 – 14% 4   9.5% 7 16.7% 0   0.0% 
15 – 19% 2   4.8% 4   9.5% 1   2.4% 
20 – 24% 5 11.9% 9 21.4% 3   7.1% 
25 – 29% 6 14.3% 1   2.4% 6 14.3% 
30 – 34% 4   9.5% 11 26.2% 5 11.9% 
35 – 39% 3   7.1% 0   0.0% 2   4.8% 
40 – 44% 6 14.3% 3   7.1% 5 11.9% 
45 – 49% 3   7.1% 0   0.0% 2   4.8% 
50 – 54% 5 11.9% 2   4.8% 3   7.1% 
55 – 59% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
60 – 64% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 6 14.3% 
65 – 69% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
70 – 74% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 4   9.5% 
75 – 79% 2   4.8% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
80 – 84% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 3   7.1% 
85 – 89% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
90 – 94% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
95 – 99% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
100% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
Total 42 100% 42 100% 42 100% 
       
Summary Variables Disagree Neutral/No Opinion Agree 
Actual Mean 28.2% 17.3% 54.5% 
Mean Staff Prediction 33.9% 22.7% 43.4% 
Difference +5.7% +5.4% -11.1% 
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Table 5-B.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
each response for the statement, “Fishing regulations detract from my fishing 
experience.” 
Question: Fishing regulations detract from my fishing experience. 

Disagree Neutral / No Opinion Agree  
Value - % Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
0 – 4% 0   0.0% 3   7.1% 2   4.8% 
5 – 9% 1   2.4% 4   9.5% 4   9.5% 
10 – 14% 2   4.8% 7 16.7% 5 11.9% 
15 – 19% 1   2.4% 4   9.5% 4   9.5% 
20 – 24% 7 16.7% 5 11.9% 6 14.3% 
25 – 29% 1   2.4% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 
30 – 34% 2   4.8% 9 21.4% 4   9.5% 
35 – 39% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 3   7.1% 
40 – 44% 3   7.1% 2   4.8% 7 16.7% 
45 – 49% 2   4.8% 2   4.8% 0   0.0% 
50 – 54% 7 16.7% 2   4.8% 5 11.9% 
55 – 59% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
60 – 64% 3   7.1% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
65 – 69% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
70 – 74% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
75 – 79% 2   4.8% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
80 – 84% 3   7.1% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 
85 – 89% 3   7.1% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
90 – 94% 1   2.4% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 
95 – 99% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
100% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
Total 42 100% 42 100% 42 100% 
       
Summary Variables Disagree Neutral/No Opinion Agree 
Actual Mean 51.9% 34.7% 13.4% 
Mean Staff Prediction 48.4% 24.3% 27.3% 
Difference -3.5% -10.4% +13.9% 
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Table 5-C.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
each response for the statement, “Fishing regulations are not enforced adequately.” 
Question: Fishing regulations are not enforced adequately. 

Disagree Neutral / No Opinion Agree  
Value - % Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
0 – 4% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 2   4.8% 
5 – 9% 2   4.8% 4   9.5% 0   0.0% 
10 – 14% 6 14.3% 10 23.8% 2   4.8% 
15 – 19% 7 16.7% 1   2.4% 1   2.4% 
20 – 24% 5 11.9% 13 31.0% 6 14.3% 
25 – 29% 3   7.1% 2   4.8% 0   0.0% 
30 – 34% 2   4.8% 5 11.9% 2   4.8% 
35 – 39% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
40 – 44% 4   9.5% 6 14.3% 5 11.9% 
45 – 49% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
50 – 54% 5 11.9% 0   0.0% 7 16.7% 
55 – 59% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
60 – 64% 4   9.5% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
65 – 69% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 3   7.1% 
70 – 74% 2   4.8% 0   0.0% 2   4.8% 
75 – 79% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 3   7.1% 
80 – 84% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 4   9.5% 
85 – 89% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
90 – 94% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
95 – 99% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 
100% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
Total 42 100% 42 100% 42 100% 
       
Summary Variables Disagree Neutral/No Opinion Agree 
Actual Mean 34.3% 43.1% 22.6% 
Mean Staff Prediction 30.6% 22.2% 47.2% 
Difference -3.7% -20.9% +24.6% 
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Table 5-D.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
each response for the statement, “It would upset me to be checked by a Conservation 
Officer while I was fishing.” 
Question: It would upset me to be checked by a Conservation Officer while I was 
fishing. 

Disagree Neutral / No Opinion Agree  
Value - % Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
0 – 4% 0   0.0% 3   7.1% 2   4.8% 
5 – 9% 2   4.8% 4   9.5% 4   9.5% 
10 – 14% 2   4.8% 11 26.2% 10 23.8% 
15 – 19% 0   0.0% 2   4.8% 3   7.1% 
20 – 24% 0   0.0% 8 19.0% 7 16.7% 
25 – 29% 2   4.8% 2   4.8% 0   0.0% 
30 – 34% 3   7.1% 4   9.5% 5 11.9% 
35 – 39% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
40 – 44% 4   9.5% 6 14.3% 2   4.8% 
45 – 49% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
50 – 54% 4   9.5% 2   4.8% 3   7.1% 
55 – 59% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
60 – 64% 7 16.7% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
65 – 69% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
70 – 74% 5 11.9% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
75 – 79% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
80 – 84% 7 16.7% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
85 – 89% 2   4.8% 0   0.0% 2   4.8% 
90 – 94% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
95 – 99% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
100% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
Total 42 100% 42 100% 42 100% 
       
Summary Variables Disagree Neutral/No Opinion Agree 
Actual Mean 71.1% 20.2% 8.7% 
Mean Staff Prediction 53.9% 19.8% 26.3% 
Difference -17.2% -0.4% +17.6% 
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Table 5-E.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
each response for the statement, “Fishing regulations are overly protective and should be 
relaxed some.” 
Question: Fishing regulations are overly protective and should be relaxed some. 

Disagree Neutral / No Opinion Agree  
Value - % Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
0 – 4% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
5 – 9% 0   0.0% 3   7.1% 0   0.0% 
10 – 14% 2   4.8% 10 23.8% 3   7.1% 
15 – 19% 0   0.0% 2   4.8% 1   2.4% 
20 – 24% 4   9.5% 14 33.3% 14 33.3% 
25 – 29% 1   2.4% 2   4.8% 4   9.5% 
30 – 34% 4   9.5% 8 19.0% 6 14.3% 
35 – 39% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
40 – 44% 6 14.3% 2   4.8% 3   7.1% 
45 – 49% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
50 – 54% 8 19.0% 1   2.4% 3   7.1% 
55 – 59% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
60 – 64% 8 19.0% 0   0.0% 4   9.5% 
65 – 69% 3   7.1% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
70 – 74% 2   4.8% 0   0.0% 2   4.8% 
75 – 79% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
80 – 84% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
85 – 89% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
90 – 94% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
95 – 99% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
100% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
Total 42 100% 42 100% 42 100% 
       
Summary Variables Disagree Neutral/No Opinion Agree 
Actual Mean 59.1% 29.7% 11.2% 
Mean Staff Prediction 47.2% 20.1% 32.7% 
Difference -11.9% -9.6% +21.5% 
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Table 5-F.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
each response for the statement, “Game, Fish and Parks has the competence and technical 
training to know how to properly manage the State’s fishing resources.” 
Question: Game, Fish and Parks has the competence and technical training to know 
how to properly manage the State’s fishing resources. 

Disagree Neutral / No Opinion Agree  
Value - % Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
0 – 4% 3   7.1% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 
5 – 9% 0   0.0% 4   9.5% 0   0.0% 
10 – 14% 8 19.0% 12 28.6% 2   4.8% 
15 – 19% 3   7.1% 1   2.4% 1   2.4% 
20 – 24% 7 16.7% 13 31.0% 2   4.8% 
25 – 29% 5 11.9% 2   4.8% 0   0.0% 
30 – 34% 6 14.3% 6 14.3% 1   2.4% 
35 – 39% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
40 – 44% 5 11.9% 1   2.4% 5 11.9% 
45 – 49% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
50 – 54% 1   2.4% 2   4.8% 8 19.0% 
55 – 59% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
60 – 64% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 10 23.8% 
65 – 69% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
70 – 74% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 4   9.5% 
75 – 79% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
80 – 84% 2   4.8% 0   0.0% 6 14.3% 
85 – 89% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
90 – 94% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
95 – 99% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
100% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
Total 42 100% 42 100% 42 100% 
       
Summary Variables Disagree Neutral/No Opinion Agree 
Actual Mean 15.8% 32.1% 52.1% 
Mean Staff Prediction 26.6% 18.8% 54.6% 
Difference +10.8% -13.3% +2.5% 
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Table 5-G.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
each response for the statement, “I trust Game, Fish and Parks to manage the State’s 
fisheries resource in a fair and reasonable manner.” 
Question: I trust Game, Fish and Parks to manage the State’s fisheries resource in a 
fair and reasonable manner. 

Disagree Neutral / No Opinion Agree  
Value - % Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
0 – 4% 3   7.1% 4   9.5% 0   0.0% 
5 – 9% 2   4.8% 4   9.5% 0   0.0% 
10 – 14% 6 14.3% 12 28.6% 1   2.4% 
15 – 19% 3   7.1% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
20 – 24% 7 16.7% 8 19.0% 0   0.0% 
25 – 29% 3   7.1% 6 14.3% 3   7.1% 
30 – 34% 7 16.7% 5 11.9% 1   2.4% 
35 – 39% 1   2.4% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 
40 – 44% 2   4.8% 0   0.0% 5 11.9% 
45 – 49% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
50 – 54% 5 11.9% 2   4.8% 9 21.4% 
55 – 59% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
60 – 64% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 8 19.0% 
65 – 69% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 2   4.8% 
70 – 74% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 4   9.5% 
75 – 79% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 2   4.8% 
80 – 84% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 4   9.5% 
85 – 89% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
90 – 94% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
95 – 99% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
100% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 2   4.8% 
Total 42 100% 42 100% 42 100% 
       
Summary Variables Disagree Neutral/No Opinion Agree 
Actual Mean 14.7% 20.4% 64.9% 
Mean Staff Prediction 26.7% 17.5% 55.7% 
Difference +12.0% -2.9% -9.2% 
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Table 5-H.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
each response for the statement, “Conservation Officers are usually fair in their treatment 
of anglers.” 
Question: Conservation Officers are usually fair in their treatment of anglers. 

Disagree Neutral / No Opinion Agree  
Value - % Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
0 – 4% 2   4.8% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 
5 – 9% 0   0.0% 3   7.1% 0   0.0% 
10 – 14% 7 16.7% 12 28.6% 1   2.4% 
15 – 19% 5 11.9% 2   4.8% 1   2.4% 
20 – 24% 4   9.5% 8 19.0% 2   4.8% 
25 – 29% 3   7.1% 5 11.9% 2   4.8% 
30 – 34% 6 14.3% 5 11.9% 3   7.1% 
35 – 39% 2   4.8% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
40 – 44% 5 11.9% 4   9.5% 6 14.3% 
45 – 49% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
50 – 54% 3   7.1% 2   4.8% 9 21.4% 
55 – 59% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 2   4.8% 
60 – 64% 2   4.8% 0   0.0% 5 11.9% 
65 – 69% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 2   4.8% 
70 – 74% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
75 – 79% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 3   7.1% 
80 – 84% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 3   7.1% 
85 – 89% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
90 – 94% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
95 – 99% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
100% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
Total 42 100% 42 100% 42 100% 
       
Summary Variables Disagree Neutral/No Opinion Agree 
Actual Mean 10.4% 26.2% 63.4% 
Mean Staff Prediction 29.1% 20.5% 50.4% 
Difference +18.7% -5.7% -13.0% 
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Table 5-I.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
each response for the statement, “Most fishing regulations have a sound biological basis.” 
Question: Most fishing regulations have a sound biological basis. 

Disagree Neutral / No Opinion Agree  
Value - % Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
0 – 4% 2   4.8% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
5 – 9% 0   0.0% 4   9.5% 0   0.0% 
10 – 14% 6 14.3% 11 26.2% 0   0.0% 
15 – 19% 6 14.3% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 
20 – 24% 7 16.7% 9 21.4% 3   7.1% 
25 – 29% 6 14.3% 5 11.9% 3   7.1% 
30 – 34% 5 11.9% 6 14.3% 3   7.1% 
35 – 39% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
40 – 44% 5 11.9% 2   4.8% 4   9.5% 
45 – 49% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
50 – 54% 1   2.4% 4   9.5% 9 21.4% 
55 – 59% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 2   4.8% 
60 – 64% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 7 16.7% 
65 – 69% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
70 – 74% 2   4.8% 0   0.0% 7 16.7% 
75 – 79% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 2   4.8% 
80 – 84% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
85 – 89% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
90 – 94% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
95 – 99% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
100% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
Total 42 100% 42 100% 42 100% 
       
Summary Variables Disagree Neutral/No Opinion Agree 
Actual Mean 8.5% 33.7% 57.8% 
Mean Staff Prediction 26.6% 21.7% 51.7% 
Difference +18.1% -12.0% -6.1% 
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Table 5-J.  Evaluation of staffs’ prediction of the percent of resident anglers choosing 
each response for the statement, “I feel that most fishing violations occur because anglers 
do not know the regulations.” 
Question: I feel that most fishing violations occur because anglers do not know the 
regulations. 

Disagree Neutral / No Opinion Agree  
Value - % Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
0 – 4% 2   4.8% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 
5 – 9% 0   0.0% 3   7.1% 1   2.4% 
10 – 14% 6 14.3% 14 33.3% 3   7.1% 
15 – 19% 1   2.4% 2   4.8% 2   4.8% 
20 – 24% 4   9.5% 9 21.4% 8 19.0% 
25 – 29% 5 11.9% 1   2.4% 2   4.8% 
30 – 34% 6 14.3% 7 16.7% 3   7.1% 
35 – 39% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
40 – 44% 1   2.4% 2   4.8% 3   7.1% 
45 – 49% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
50 – 54% 5 11.9% 3   7.1% 4   9.5% 
55 – 59% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 2   4.8% 
60 – 64% 5 11.9% 0   0.0% 3   7.1% 
65 – 69% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
70 – 74% 2   4.8% 0   0.0% 3   7.1% 
75 – 79% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 2   4.8% 
80 – 84% 2   4.8% 0   0.0% 4   9.5% 
85 – 89% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
90 – 94% 1   2.4% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
95 – 99% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 
100% 0   0.0% 0   0.0% 1   2.4% 
Total 42 100% 42 100% 42 100% 
       
Summary Variables Disagree Neutral/No Opinion Agree 
Actual Mean 47.7% 17.5% 34.8% 
Mean Staff Prediction 37.3% 19.9% 42.9% 
Difference -10.4% +2.4% +8.1% 
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Report to Survey Participants 

Fishing in South Dakota - 2003  
Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey 

 

Larry Gigliotti 
South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks 

 

     
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FFiisshheerriieess  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  wwiitthh  YYoouu  iinn  MMiinndd  

 
 

 

 

 

 

         November 2004 
Dear angler, 
 

This is a summary report of the Fishing in South Dakota – 2003 survey, which measured 
fishing activity, harvest in 2003 and angler opinions related to a number of topics.  We sincerely 
thank all of you who participated by completing and returning your questionnaire.  We had 7,296 
anglers return their questionnaire for a response rate of 65.6%.  The information collected by this 
survey will provide useful information for the next five years. 

One objective of this survey was to gather enough information to estimate the total 
statewide fishing activity and harvest in South Dakota for 2003.  A second objective was to gain 
an overall better understanding of resident and nonresident anglers fishing in South Dakota. 
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Fishing in South Dakota - 2003  
Fishing Activity, Harvest and Angler Opinion Survey 

 
 Fishing license revenue collected in 2003 amounted to about $4.8 million1 with 
52% coming from resident anglers and 48% from nonresident anglers.  Resident anglers 
fished more days than nonresidents and harvested more fish (Table 1). 
 
Table 1.  South Dakota fishing activity and harvest comparing residents and nonresidents. 
Parameter Total Resident Anglers Nonresident Anglers 
License Revenue $4.8 million 52.0% 48.0% 
Days Fished 2,913,649 87.2% 12.8% 
Walleye Harvested 1,878,076 75.7% 24.3% 
Bass Harvested 237,649 86.6% 13.4% 
Northern Pike Harvested 175,575 77.0% 23.0% 
Trout Harvested 274,172 85.3% 14.7% 
Yellow Perch Harvested 1,882,820 84.7% 15.3% 
 
 The fishing activity and harvest results from a 1999 survey were compared with 
the 2003 fishing activity and harvest results (Table 2).  Overall, more total days of fishing 
occurred in 2003 than in 1999 (2.9 million days vs. 2.5 million days).  However, more 
total walleye, bass, pike/musky, trout and yellow perch were caught in 1999 than were 
caught in 2003. 
 
Table 2.  South Dakota fishing activity and harvest comparing 1999 and 2003. 
Parameter 1999 2003 
Days Fished 2,505,085 2,913,649 
Walleye Harvested 2,090,885 1,878,076 
Bass Harvested 265,023 237,649 
Northern Pike / Musky Harvested 292,084 176,922 
Trout Harvested 309,146 274,172 
Yellow Perch Harvested 2,142,092 1,882,820 
 
 The 2003 fishing survey measured fishing activity in two major fisheries in South 
Dakota, the Black Hills and the Missouri River system (Table 3).  Resident angler fishing 
in the Black Hills accounted for 11.6% of the total resident fishing activity and in the 
Missouri River system accounted for 28.9%2 of the total resident fishing activity in 2003. 
Nonresident angler fishing in the Black Hills accounted for 11.4% of the total nonresident 
fishing activity and in the Missouri River system accounted for 57.9%3 of the total 
nonresident fishing activity in 2003.  Resident anglers accounted for 77.3% of the total 
fishing in the Missouri River system in 2003 (compared to 74.7% in 1999). 

                                                           
1 One-half the cost of the two resident combination licenses was attributed to fishing. 
2 Compared to 22.3% in 1999. 
3 Compared to 55.5% in 1999. 
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Table 3.  South Dakota fishing activity in the Black Hills and the Missouri River system 
by license type (2003). 

Estimated Total Number 
of Days Fishing 

 
 
License Type 

 
% Fishing 

in the 
Black Hills 

 
% Fishing in 
the Missouri 
River System 

 
Black Hills 

Missouri 
River 

Resident Annual  25.1% 46.0% 181,248 367,790 
Combination  17.1% 51.4% 71,528 249,965 
Senior Fishing 22.9% 46.4% 31,712 79,883 
Jr. Combination 19.8% 48.8% 9,125 19,974 
Resident One-Day 25.3% 32.3% 885 1,130 
Resident Oahe N/A 95.8% N/A 16,929 
Resident Total 294,498 735,671 
Percent of Total Resident Fishing (N=2,541,239 days) 11.6% 28.9% 

 

Nonresident Annual   8.1% 61.0% 11,750 87,581 
Nonresident Family 18.0% 48.5% 11,105 28,852 
Nonresident 3-Day 17.2% 53.3% 12,693 41,997 
Nonresident One-Day 28.2% 41.4% 7,029 10,319 
Nonresident Annual Oahe N/A 98.7% N/A 41,631 
Nonresident Family Oahe N/A 98.7% N/A 5,409 
Nonresident Total 42,577 215,789 
Percent of Total Nonresident Fishing (N=372,410 days) 11.4% 57.9% 

 

Total Number of Days Fishing 337,075 951,460 
Percent of Total Fishing (N=2,913,649 days) 11.6% 32.7% 
 

Anglers’ Evaluation of the Fishing in 2003.  Overall most anglers rated the 
fishing in 2003 in the fair to good range (Table 4).  Overall, almost two-thirds of the 
anglers were satisfied (20% dissatisfied) with their 2003 fishing experience (Table 5). 
 
Table 4.  Anglers’ rating of the fishing in South Dakota in 2003 analyzed by license type. 

Evaluation – Rating of the Fishing in 2003  
License Type Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent No Opinion 
Resident Annual 1   4.6% 13.7% 38.8% 34.8%   5.6%   2.5% 
Resident One-Day   9.7% 15.6% 31.5% 26.1%   4.3% 12.8% 
Resident Oahe   7.5% 15.6% 42.3% 27.0%   3.9%   3.7% 
Nonresident Annual   4.7% 12.2% 35.5% 37.8%   9.4%   0.4% 
Nonresident Family   7.3% 14.3% 31.4% 39.5%   6.2%   1.4% 
Nonresident 3-Day   6.5% 14.0% 25.9% 38.7% 13.3%   1.7% 
Nonresident 1-Day   7.8% 13.2% 28.9% 36.2%   9.4%   4.4% 
Nonresident Oahe2   7.2% 16.1% 31.4% 37.9%   7.0%   0.4% 
1Includes the Annual Fishing License, Combination License, Senior Fishing License and the Junior 
Combination License. 
2Includes the Nonresident Annual Oahe Fishing License and the Nonresident Family Oahe Fishing License. 
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Table 5.  Anglers’ satisfaction with their overall South Dakota 2003 fishing experience. 
Evaluation – Satisfaction with 2003 Fishing Experience  

License Type Dissatisfied Neutral / No Opinion Satisfied 
Resident Annual 1 20.2% 15.3% 64.5% 
Resident One-Day 20.7% 28.0% 51.3% 
Resident Oahe 25.4% 15.0% 59.6% 
Nonresident Annual 20.4% 10.2% 69.3% 
Nonresident Family 22.2% 10.8% 66.9% 
Nonresident 3-Day 18.9%   9.0% 72.1% 
Nonresident 1-Day 17.8% 13.5% 68.3% 
Nonresident Oahe2 21.1%   7.4% 71.5% 
Weighted Average3 20.3% 14.6% 65.1% 
1Includes the Annual Fishing License, Combination License, Senior Fishing License and the Junior 
Combination License. 
2Includes the Nonresident Annual Oahe Fishing License and the Nonresident Family Oahe Fishing License. 
3Based on proportion of total fishing days. 
 
 
 Understanding Anglers.  Six types of anglers were identified based on their top 
motivations for fishing (Table 6).  Enjoying time spent with friends and/or family 
primarily motivates social anglers while nature anglers are most interested in enjoying the 
outdoors.  For the relaxation anglers it is the opportunity to get away from the everyday 
pressures and relax while on the other hand the excitement anglers view fishing as an 
opportunity for excitement.  The food anglers are primarily motivated by the opportunity 
to bring fish home to eat while the sports anglers are motivated by catching a trophy fish, 
becoming a proficient angler and/or competing with other anglers in fishing tournaments.  
 
Table 6.  Angler types based on top motivations for fishing (residents vs. nonresident). 
Dominant Motivation Resident Anglers Nonresident Anglers 
Social 28.0% 29.4% 
Nature 24.8% 17.1% 
Relaxation 20.8% 20.1% 
Excitement 16.4% 24.3% 
Food   7.7%   5.3% 
Sports Angler   2.3%   3.8% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For a complete copy of these survey results, please send your name and address to:   
 

Larry Gigliotti 
South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks 

523 E. Capitol 
Pierre, SD  57501 

 
or send your name and address to me by e-mail:  larry.gigliotti@state.sd.us 
 
and ask for the Fishing in South Dakota – 2003 survey report.  The final report should 
be ready for distribution by about January 1, 2005. 
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